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Appendix A 

Criteria for Evaluating Airport and Road Projects 

GENERAL 

Strategies 
Regionally Significant  Projects located on a facility which serves regional 

transportation needs. Regional transportation needs include 
access to other communities, public services, and or other 
modes of transportation within or outside of the region.  

Cost Review Projects proven to be regionally significant were then 
reviewed further to investigate the cost of the project and 
return on the investment  for the region and the State of 
Alaska.  

Project Review Projects proven to be regionally significant, have a return on 
investment, and meet the goals of this plan were reviewed, 
scored and prioritized. Projects that were not regionally 
significant, did not have a return on investment, or did not 
result in meeting the goals of the plan, were reviewed, but 
were not scored or prioritized. However, DOT&PF recognizes 
that these projects are priorities to communities.  

Good Governance  Ensure openness, transparency, and accountability during the 
transportation planning and decision making process.  

Criteria Definitions  
Safety and Security Improves operational safety and security and helps reduce 

risks for the Southwest Alaska transportation system users.  
System Preservation   Preserves and maintains the existing Southwest transportation 

system.  
Intermodal Connectivity Improves intermodal connections and provides access to 

airports, barge landings, ports or docks; provides access to 
fisheries, public services and facilities such as health clinics, 
hospitals, and schools;  and provides more than two 
communities with connectivity to other communities within or 
outside the region.   For aviation, air service connectivity 
benefits were evaluated. 

Economic Development Improves economic conditions locally and/or regionally; 
provides intermodal connections that enhance economic 
activity, bringing new businesses or resources to the region.  
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AIRPORTS 
 

Safety and Security 
4 FAA safety mandate (RSA); Regional Class runway. 
3 Project for high activity runway, runway serving large aircraft, or addressing safety conflicts; 

short runway serving large aircraft. 
2 Regional Class parallel taxiway or crosswind runway; surface treatment, lighting improvements 

or project to address safety conflicts for a Community or Local Class airport. 
1 Other safety conflicts 

  
System Preservation 

4 Regional Class runway resurfacing; required to maintain air service; required to maintain Part 
139 certification. 

3 Runway surface for an economic hub or Community Class airport; apron paving; project 
addressing Community or Local Class airport erosion threat; finishing work started at a 
Community or Local Class airport.  

2 Community or Local Class airport surface treatment, lighting improvement or Snow Removal 
Equipment; or RSA expansion for an economic hub. 

1 Snow Removal Equipment Building 
  

Air service 

4 Regional Class main runway resurfacing or extension; required to maintain air service; or 
required to maintain Part 139 certification. 

3 Main runway resurfacing or extension for an economic hub or Regional Class airport; 
Regional Class crosswind airport; or runway improvements for an airport serving a community 
with barge limitations 

2 Crosswind runway for Regional Class or economic hub airport; small airport surface 
treatment, lighting improvement, or project addressing an erosion threat; runway extension 
for a community with a large population; or Regional Class apron expansion.   

1 Regional Class apron resurfacing.  
  

Economic Development 
4 Regional Class runway or apron extension. 
3 Runway or apron expansion for a high activity or large population airport; Regional Class 

runway or apron maintenance. 
2 Runway or apron maintenance for a high activity or large population airport; Regional Class 

crosswind runway; runway or apron expansion for a medium activity or medium population 
airport. 

1 Runway expansion for a local airport with economic potential; other Regional Class projects.  
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LAND 

 

Safety and Security 
4 Critical need with immediate health or safety consequences if not pursued 
3 Addresses a safety hazard 
2 Improves safety through improved condition 
1 Minimal impact on safety 

  
System Preservation 

4 Critical need for rehabilitation, will need reconstruction if delayed 
3 Improves or rehabilitation 
2 Reconstruction 
1 Adds additional infrastructure to be maintained 

  
Intermodal Connectivity 

4 Critical need with immediate health or safety consequences if not pursued 
3 Rationalizes existing intermodal facilities, or addresses a shortcoming in an existing 

transportation corridor 
2 Adds new infrastructure to feed other systems 
1 Minimal impact on connectivity 

  
Economic Development 

4 Critical need for resource opportunity, must have viable business plan 
3 Provides access for new economic activity 
2 Supports improved access for regional commerce, including workforce access 
1 Minimal impact on economic advancement 
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