
ITEM T-908
MULCHING

DESCRIPTION
908-1.1 This work consists of providing, placing, and maintaining soil stabilization material where shown on the Plans.
MATERIALS
908-2.1 MULCH. Virgin/recycled wood fiber, recycled paper (wood cellulose), or an acceptable blend containing up to 50% recycled paper, with the following characteristics:
a. Contains no growth or germination inhibiting factors.
b. Will remain in uniform suspension in water under agitation and will blend with grass seed, fertilizer and other additives to form a homogeneous slurry, when required.
c. Will form a uniform, blotter-like ground cover on application, having moisture absorption and percolation properties and the ability to cover and hold grass seed in contact with soil.
d. Will not form a hard crust upon drying. 
e. Dyed a suitable color to facilitate inspection of its placement.
Ship the mulch in packages of uniform weight (plus or minus 5%) bearing the name of the manufacturer and the air-dry weight content.
Use a commercial tackifier on all slopes 4:1 or steeper.  Use the amount recommended by the manufacturer.
908-2.2 ROLLED MATTING. Use materials that conform to one of the following standards:
a. Unbleached Single Jute Yarn. Use yarn that is loosely twisted and not varying in thickness more than one-half its normal diameter. Provide jute mesh in rolled strips conforming to the following requirements.
(1) Width: 45 to 48 inches, ± 1 inch.

(2) 78 warp-ends per width of cloth (minimum).

(3) 41 weft-ends per yard (minimum).

(4) Weight: 1.22 pounds per linear yard, ± 5%
b. Knitted Straw Matting. Commercially manufactured erosion control blanket. Use netting which is biodegradable. Straw shall be from oats, wheat, rye, rice, or other approved grain crops that are free from noxious weeds, mold, or other objectionable material. May contain coconut or other natural fiber to reinforce the straw. Follow the manufacturer’s published recommendations.
908-2.3 STAPLES. U-shaped staples for anchoring matting, approximately 6 inches long and 1 inch wide. Machine-made: No. 11 gage or heavier steel wire. Hand-made: 12-inch lengths of No. 9 gage or heavier steel.
CONSTRUCTION METHODS
908-3.1 SURFACE PREPARATION.  Smooth the surface and backfill all gullies and potholes before application. Remove all sticks and other foreign matter that prevents contact of the mulch or matting and the soil.
Ensure that the surface is moist at the time of placement. If area is to be seeded, soil preparation shall conform to Section 901-3.1.
908-3.2 APPLICATION. Apply soil stabilization material at the rate specified in the Special Provisions. If seeding is specified, complete the application of mulch or matting within 24 hours after seed is placed.  When matting is shown on the plans, staple matting every 5 feet at overlapped joints and edges or as recommended by the manufacturer. Do not use vehicles or equipment which cause rutting or displacement of the subgrade or topsoil.
908-3.3 MAINTENANCE. Reshape and reseed any damaged areas and repair the mulch or matting as required.
Maintain the mulch or matting until all work on the project is complete and accepted.
METHOD OF MEASUREMENT
908-4.1 By the square yard, according to GCP Subsection 90-02, acceptably placed.  

BASIS OF PAYMENT
908-5.1 At the contract unit price per unit of measure for the pay items listed below that appear on the bid schedule.  Water, maintenance, and repair are subsidiary.
Payment will be made under:
Item T908.010.0000
Mulching – per square yard

Item T908.150.0000
Matting, Rolled – per square yard
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