WHITTIER (IEM) AIRPORT LAYOUT PLAN
NARRATIVE REPORT
A. Purpose
The purpose of this Airport Layout Plan (ALP) is to describe existing development and
constraints according to the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Advisory Circulars Airport
Design 150/5300-13 and Airport Master Plans 150/5070-6B. The format of the ALP follows the
guidance of the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF)
publication Airport Layout Plan Preparation and Submittal Guide dated February 14, 2006. No
prior FAA-approved ALP exists for the Whittier Airport.
B. Introduction
The community of Whittier is linked to the Seward Highway via the Anton Anderson Memorial
Tunnel, which runs through Maynard Mountain. Whittier is located at the head of Passage
Canal, on the west side of Prince William Sound. It is approximately 75 miles southeast of
Anchorage. The Whittier Airport is located approximately one mile northwest of town. The
airport includes a gravel runway.
C. Aviation Activity
The airport is primarily utilized by small, single engine A-I aircraft. The majority of operations
at the Whittier Airport are conducted by general aviation aircraft. No air taxi operators serve the
airport. There were no aircraft parked on the apron during a 2007 site visit. Small general
aviation aircraft conduct approximately 50 itinerant operations per year at the airport.
The number and type of aircraft that use the airport is not anticipated to change during the near
term.
D. Airport Features
This ALP proposes an airport reference code (ARC) of A-I, and the forecast use supports this
designation.
The A-I design standard for runway width is 60 feet. The runway at the Whittier Airport is 60
feet wide by 1,480 feet long.
There are no published instrument approaches published for Runway 4/22.
Based on the runway end siting criteria specified in Table A2-1 of Advisory Circular 150/530013 Airport Design:
Runway 4 is not capable of supporting small airplanes with approach speeds of 50 knots
or less (visual only, day or night), because a road and railroad tracks penetrate the
approach near the threshold, and mountainous terrain occupies the approach beyond
1,000 feet from the threshold.
Runway 22 is capable of supporting instrument straight-in night operations, serving
approach category A and B aircraft only.

The wind data contained in the windrose on the ALP Data Sheet was gathered between 1975 and
2007 by the National Climatic Data Center. The weather station is located in the town of
Whittier, approximately 1.2 nautical miles away from the airport reference point.
There are no taxiways or aprons. Aircraft park in a cleared area adjacent to Runway 4. Concrete
tie down blocks are located at the end of Runway 4.
A road connects the airport to the community of Whittier.
The Whittier Airport area is approximately 17 acres which is leased from the Alaska Railroad
Corporation.
The Whittier sewage collection, treatment and submarine discharge occurs within enclosed
facilities. Solid waste is collected in dumpsters and trucked to Anchorage Regional Landfill by a
contractor (Whittier Comprehensive Plan Update, 2005).
E. Unusual Airport Features
The following discussion addresses non-standard issues at the Whittier Airport.
A standard A-I runway safety area (RSA) is 120 feet wide and extends 240 feet beyond each
runway end. The RSA at the Whittier Airport was constructed to a width of 100 feet. The RSA
extends 25 feet beyond the Runway 4 threshold and 200 feet beyond the Runway 22 threshold.
A road 25 feet beyond the Runway 4 threshold penetrates the runway object free area (ROFA)
and runway object free zone (ROFZ).
Brush along both sides of the runway located 55 feet either side of the runway centerline
penetrates the ROFA and ROFZ.
The aircraft parking area and concrete tie down blocks near Runway 4 penetrate the ROFA and
ROFZ.
Vegetation along both sides of Runway 4/22 penetrates the Primary Surface. Roads penetrate
the Primary Surface and the Runway 4 Approach Surface. Railroad tracks penetrate the Runway
4 Approach Surface.
The Approach, Transitional, Horizontal and Conical Surfaces are all penetrated by mountainous
terrain.
F. Summary of Staged Development with Estimated Costs
This ALP does not propose any developments for the Whittier Airport.

