JNU Loop Road - Valley Boulevard

Intersection Improvements
Project No: SFHWY00403 / 0966030

Open House No. 2 Meeting Summary

Tuesday, January 28, 2025, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Mendenhall Valley Public Library, Large Meeting Room

Summary of Open House

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF), in partnership with DOWL,
hosted the second open house for the Juneau Mendenhall Loop Road - Valley Boulevard Intersection
Improvements project in the large meeting room at the Mendenhall Valley Public Library.

Public notice for this meeting was distributed via email, mailed postcard, KTOO radio, print advertisement
in the Juneau Empire, DOT&PF Facebook and State of Alaska online public notices.

Attendees began arriving for the event around 5:00 p.m. and were greeted at the sign-in desk with a
project fact sheet. The meeting format was an open house style, without a formal presentation.
Presentation boards detailed the project area and description, schedule, proposed improvements,
preliminary design of the typical sections, roundabout benefits, landscape sections, and project contact
information. Roll plots showing an aerial view of the project corridor were presented, on which attendees
provided written comments. Draft construction phasing sheets were available for review.

The project team was available to answer questions from the public on the design and clarify information
about project funding, scope, and schedule. Comments and feedback were gathered at a comment table
and on the roll plots.

Twenty people signed in, including six members of the project team.
Summary of Questions and Comments

o Comments about roundabout design

- Support for the new roundabout design.

- Suggestion to ensure enough space in
the design for snow plows to get
through.

- Suggestion to change the shape of the
roundabout central mound and include
barriers to prevent vehicles driving on
the mound.

- Comment that eye-calming center
mounds help keep traffic moving and
should be included in this design.




JNU Loop Road - Valley Boulevard

Intersection Improvements
Project No: SFHWY00403 / 0966030

Open House No. 2 Meeting Summary

Tuesday, January 28, 2025, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Mendenhall Valley Public Library, Large Meeting Room

Comments about non-motorized users

Question regarding if flashers are needed at pedestrian crossings. The project team
responded that flashers are not required at single-lane roundabouts, per Federal guidance,
since the area is no longer within a school zone.

Concern for sufficient lighting, as school children are often dropped off in the area.
Suggestion to place rectangular rapid flashing beacons (RRFB) at pedestrian crossings.
Suggestion to widen a bike lane to sidewalk transition path on the north leg of the roundabout
for snow plowing trucks.

Comments about utilities and infrastructure

Comment about a road drainage issue along a nearby street to the project area.
Comment about improved lighting at the roundabout.
Question about if there will be upgrades to existing drainage structures.

Comments about areas outside the project area

Request for the redesign of the intersection on Back Loop Road.

Request for a roundabout to be built at the intersection of Back Loop Road and Mendenhall
Loop Road.

Suggestion to construct a lighted intersection at Back Loop Road.

Concern about access to Mendenhall Loop Road from Thunder Mountain Road when there are
fewer breaks in traffic.

Suggestion to construct another access point at Kimberly Street to the roundabout.

Question about if there will be landscaping at the two existing Mendenhall Loop Road
roundabouts.

Action Items and Next Steps
Post meeting materials to the project website.
Distribute public comments to the project team.




