
State of Alaska
Department of Transportation & Public Facilities

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION DOCUMENTATION FORM
(NEPA Assignment Program Projects)

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by the applicable Federal environmental 
laws for this project are being, or have been carried out by the DOT&PF pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a 
Memorandum of Understanding dated April 13, 2023 and executed by FHWA and DOT&PF.

I. Project Information

A. Project Name: Murphy Dome Road MP 0-2 Rehabilitation

B. State Project Number: NFHWY00818

C. Federal Project Number: 0002(532)

D. Primary/Ancillary Project Connections: None

E. COA Determination: 23 CFR 771.117(c)(26)

F. Project Scope: 

TIP or STIP: STIP

Need ID: 19217

Project Scope: 

The Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) is a federally mandated annual process to evaluate, 
design, and construct projects that have the greatest potential to reduce the State's roadway fatalities and 
serious injuries. HSIP aligns with the emphasis areas within the department's Strategic Highway Safety 
Plan (SHSP). This includes managing, studying, responding to, and making policies on safety-related 
issues to improve overall transportation safety. Per 23 CFR 450.218(j) this STIP program groups 
together categorically excluded projects (23 CFR 771.117)c)(4)) included in the State's Highway Safety 
Plan.

G. Project Purpose And Need: 

The purpose of this project is to improve safety for motorized and non-motorized users.

The project is needed because existing shoulders are very narrow and there are locations where existing stopping 
distances are below current minimum standards. Shoulder widening is needed to provide errant vehicle recovery 
zones, room for evasive maneuvers to avoid potential crashes, emergency parking for stalled vehicles, and 
accommodate pedestrians and bicyclists. At least one "hidden driveway" exists along the project corridor with 
stopping distances below minimum standards.
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H. Project Description: 

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) is proposing to rehabilitate Murphy 
Dome Road between the Sheep Creek Road and Spinach Creek Road intersections. Improvements include re-
paving the road, widening shoulders to 6-feet, flattening vertical curves to increase sight distance, drainage 
improvements including culvert replacement, new signage, replacing existing guardrails and bridge transition 
rail, vegetation clearing, and utility relocation.

Attachments

Environmental Consequences

Project Plans & Location Information

• Project Plans and Location Info NFHWY00818.pdf

Historic Properties and Cultural Impacts

• NFHWY00818_Murphy_Dome_Road_MP_0-2_Initiation_All.pdf NFHWY00818.pdf

• NFHWY00818_Murphy_Dome_Road_Finding_Add_All.pdf NFHWY00818.pdf

• NFHWY00818_Murphy_Dome_Road_MP_-_Rehabilitation_Findings_All.pdf NFHWY00818.pdf

• Murphy Dome Road MP 0-2 Rehabilitation State_Federal Project Numbers_ NFHWY00818_0002(532) 
Section 106 Finding.pdf NFHWY00818.pdf

• 106 Initiation Responses_combined.pdf NFHWY00818.pdf

• 2023-01045_DOT_MurphyDome_MP0-2_Findings_SHPO-Response.signed.pdf NFHWY00818.pdf

• RE NFHWY00818 Murphy Dome MP 0-2 Rehabilitation Project Section 106 Finding of 
Effect_HPC.pdf NFHWY00818.pdf

Floodplain Impacts (23 CFR 650, Subpart A)

• LHS NFHWY00818.pdf

• Public Involvement Documentation NFHWY00818.pdf

Air Quality Impacts

• DEC Comment.pdf NFHWY00818.pdf

Comments and Coordination

Public Involvement

• Newspaper Affidavits.pdf NFHWY00818.pdf

• OPN - public meeting.pdf NFHWY00818.pdf

• OPN.pdf NFHWY00818.pdf

• Public Meeting Docs_combined.pdf NFHWY00818.pdf

• Public_Comment_Summary_6-18-24.pdf NFHWY00818.pdf

• Public_Comments_combined.pdf NFHWY00818.pdf

Agency Involvement

• Agency Scoping Letter.pdf NFHWY00818.pdf

• Agency Comments_combined.pdf NFHWY00818.pdf
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II. Environmental Consequences

A. Land Use and Transportation Plans Yes No

1. Were land use plans for this area reviewed? If yes, include source, link, and date accessed. þ o

Fairbanks North Star Borough Regional Comprehensive Plan, 2005

https://www.co.fairbanks.ak.us/DocumentCenter/View/900/Regional-Comprehensive-Plan-
PDF#:~:text=Included%20in%20the%20FNSB%20Regional,referencing%20items%20in%20the
%20Plan.

Eastern Tanana Area Plan, 2015

https://dnr.alaska.gov/mlw/planning/areaplans/etap/pdf/etap-2015-complete.pdf

a. Is the project consistent with land use plan(s)? þ o

2. Were transportation plans for this area reviewed? þ o

Interior Alaska Transportation Plan, 2010

https://dot.alaska.gov/stwdplng/areaplans/area_regional/assets/iatp/full-iatp.pdf

2024-2027 Alaska Statewide Transportation Improvement Program, approved 3/27/2024

https://publicinput.com/stip/

a. Is the project consistent with transportation plan(s)? þ o

3. Would the project induce adverse indirect and cumulative effects on land use or transportation? o þ

Summary
Summarize how the project is consistent or inconsistent with land use and transportation plan(s).

This project is consistent with the Fairbanks North Start Borough's Regional Comprehensive Plan by supporting the 
Transportation Goals "to have a safe, efficient, multi-modal transportation system that anticipates community growth" 
and the Eastern Tanana Area Plan by supporting the Goals for economic development, fiscal costs, public health and 
safety, and public use.

The project is consistent with the Interior Alaska Transportation Goals of Health, Safety, and Security and Preservation. 
The project is also listed in the 2024-2027 STIP.

B. Right-of-Way Impacts Yes No

1. Are there any temporary right-of-way (ROW) impacts (e.g., Temporary Construction Easements 
(TCEs), Temporary Construction Permits (TCPs), utility relocates, construction staging area)?

þ o

2. Is additional permanent ROW required? o þ

Summary
Summarize ROW impacts, if any. Include any project-specific commitments or mitigative measures in Section V.

All proposed work is expected take place within the existing road right-of-way (ROW). Temporary Construction 
Easements (TCEs) and Temporary Construction Permits (TCPs) may be needed in certain areas. There are no 
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permanent ROW impacts anticipated for this project.

C. Environmental Justice Impacts (E.O. 12898) Yes No

1. Is there potential to affect environmental justice (EJ) populations? o þ

Summary
Summarize EJ population impacts and mitigation, if any. Include any project-specific commitments or mitigative 
measures in Section V.

This project is not anticipated to have any impacts on environmental justice populations.

D. Historic Properties and Cultural Impacts Yes No

1. Is a National Register of Historic Places listed or eligible property in the proposed Area of Potential 
Effect (APE)?

o þ

2. Was a programmatic allowance processed for the project under the Section 106 Programmatic 
Agreement?

o þ

3. Was Section 106 consultation initiated or a Direct to Findings worksheet completed? þ o

a. Was a direct to findings worksheet completed? o þ

b. Date Consultation Initiation Letters sent

August 30, 2023

Attachments

• NFHWY00818_Murphy_Dome_Road_MP_0-2_Initiation_All.pdf NFHWY00818.pdf

c. List consulting parties:

Alaska State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), City of Fairbanks, Fairbanks North Star Borough 
(FNSB), FNSB Commission on Historic Preservation, Tanana-Yukon Historical Society, Tanana 
Chiefs Conference, Doyon, Limited, and Denakkanaaga, Inc.

d. Were any comments received? þ o

Three comments were received, 1) from the SHPO office saying they received the letter and 
commenting that Murphy Dome Road should be considered for its potential to be a historic property, 
2) from FNSB addressing a number of items that were not necessarily related to the 106 consultation 
and will be summarized under Section IV. Comments and Coordination of this document, and 3) 
from the FNSB Commission on Historic Preservation saying they had no comments at this time.

4. Was a Section 106 “Finding of Effect” completed? þ o

Attachments

• NFHWY00818_Murphy_Dome_Road_Finding_Add_All.pdf NFHWY00818.pdf

• NFHWY00818_Murphy_Dome_Road_MP_-_Rehabilitation_Findings_All.pdf 
NFHWY00818.pdf
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D. Historic Properties and Cultural Impacts Yes No

a. Date “Finding of Effect” Letters sent:

June 25, 2024 and August 12, 2024

b. State “Finding of Effect”:

• No Effect

c. Were there any changes to consulting parties? o þ

d. Were any comments received? þ o

The Alaska SHPO responded with a request for additional information on July 9, 2024. The FNSB 
Historic Preservation Commission responded asking if it would be possible to provide comments 
following their next scheduled meeting, on July 30, 2024. Thomas Gamza responded in affirmative. 
The Commission responded again on July 31 that they did not have any comments on the project.

5. Date State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) concurred with "Finding of Effect":

pending, see narrative and attached email from Statewide Cultural Resource Manager PQI

Attachments

• Murphy Dome Road MP 0-2 Rehabilitation State_Federal Project Numbers_ 
NFHWY00818_0002(532) Section 106 Finding.pdf NFHWY00818.pdf

6. Will there be an adverse effect on a historic property? o þ

Summary
Summarize impacts to historic properties and mitigation, if any. List affected sites (by AHRS number only) and any 
commitments or mitigative measures. Also include any project-specific commitments or mitigative measures in Section 
V.

A cultural resource survey was conducted in the late summer/early fall of 2023 by DOWL. Consultation/Initiation 
letters were sent to the SHPO and consulting parties listed under item 3c of this section on August 30, 2023. Comments 
on the initiation letters that were received are summarized under item 3d of this section. 

In June 2024 findings letters with a determination of "No Historic Properties Affected" were sent to the SHPO and 
consulting parties listed under item 3c of this section. On July 9, 2024 SHPO responded with a request for more 
information regarding historic background and historic road evaluation. The Statewide Cultural Resource Manager PQI 
submitted the requested information and sent out Supplemental Information Letters to the SHPO and consulting parties. 
Two additional comments were received and are listed under item 4d of this section; both from the FNSB Historic 
Preservation Commission. No response to the Supplement Information provided for No Historic Properties Affected 
finding for the project has been received from the SHPO within the 2-week expedited process as identified in the SHPO 
liaison MOU. The DOT&PF has decided to move forward with the environmental document with the expectation that 
SHPO concurrence with the original No Historic Properties Affected finding submitted on June 25, 2024 will be 
received.

Copies of all Section 106 correspondence and the cultural resources report is saved in the project folder.

Attachments

• 106 Initiation Responses_combined.pdf NFHWY00818.pdf

• 2023-01045_DOT_MurphyDome_MP0-2_Findings_SHPO-Response.signed.pdf NFHWY00818.pdf

• RE NFHWY00818 Murphy Dome MP 0-2 Rehabilitation Project Section 106 Finding of Effect_HPC.pdf 
NFHWY00818.pdf
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E. Section 4(f)/6(f) Impacts Yes No

1. Section 4(f) (23 CFR 774)

a. Was detailed Section 4(f) resource identification conducted for this project, other than that 
required for Section 106 compliance? 

þ o

b. Does a Section 4(f) resource exist within or adjacent to the project area? o þ

 2.  Section 6(f) (36 CFR 59)

a. Does a Section 6(f) Land and Water Conservation Fund Act (LWCFA) resource exist within 
or adjacent to the project area?

o þ

Summary
Summarize Section 4(f)/6(f) involvement, if any.

There are no 4(f) or 6(f) properties located within or adjacent to the project corridor. The project is not anticipated to 
have any adverse impacts on or result in a use of any 4(f) or 6(f) properties.

F. Contaminated Sites and Hazardous Materials Impacts Yes No

1. Include source, link, and date accessed of databases used.

Alaska DEC Contaminated Site Program web mapper, queried 5/16/2024

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=315240bfbaf84aa0b8272ad1cef3cad3

2. Are there known or potentially contaminated sites within or adjacent to the existing ROW? o þ

3. Would a documented hazardous material site be acquired? o þ

4. Are there contaminated sites within 1,500 feet of where excavation dewatering is anticipated? o þ

Summary
Summarize the contaminated site impacts and mitigation, if any.

A query of the Alaska DEC Contaminated Site Program web mapper on May 16, 2024 found no contaminated sites 
within or adjacent to the project corridor. There are no impacts to contaminated sites anticipated as a result of this 
project.

G. Floodplain Impacts (23 CFR 650, Subpart A) Yes No

1. Does the project encroach into a mapped base floodplain or a potential unmapped base floodplain? þ o

Attachments

• LHS NFHWY00818.pdf

• Public Involvement Documentation NFHWY00818.pdf

a. Does the project encroach into a regulatory floodway? o þ

b. Would the proposed action increase the base flood elevation (BFE) one-foot or greater, or cause 
any rise in a regulatory floodway?

o þ
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G. Floodplain Impacts (23 CFR 650, Subpart A) Yes No

c. Is there a longitudinal encroachment into the 100-year floodplain? o þ

d. Is there significant encroachment as defined by 23 CFR 650.105(q)? o þ

2. Does the project conform to local flood hazard requirements? þ o

3. Is the project consistent with E.O. 11988 (Floodplain Protection)? þ o

Summary
Describe any encroachments into mapped and unmapped floodplains and summarize impacts. For c(26, 27, or 28) CE 
classifications describe whether encroachments are functionally dependent.

The project does not encroach into the base (100 year) floodplain in fresh or marine waters. The project is not located in 
a regulatory floodway and should not impact the natural and beneficial floodplain values. The first two miles of Murphy 
Dome Road fall within an Area determined to be outside the 0.2% annual chance floodplain (FIRM Map 
02090C3365J). Though the project does cross over Moose Creek (Zone A), there will be no in water work and therefore 
there shouldn't be any impacts to the floodway. Comment received from FNSB stated that a floodplain permit may be 
necessary for work across Zone A. There are no floodplain impacts anticipated as a result of this project. Location 
Hydraulic Study is attached.

H. Wetland and Waterbody Impacts Yes No

1. Would the project affect wetlands or other Waters of the U.S. (WOTUS), as defined by the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) (Section 404). 

þ o

2. Wetlands? þ o

a. Are the wetlands delineated in accordance with the “Regional Supplement to the Corps of 
Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual: Alaska Region (Version 2.0) Sept. 2007”?  

þ o

b. Estimated area of wetland involvement (acres): 1.2

c. Estimated fill quantity: 4,800 cubic yards

d. Estimated dredge quantities: 0 cubic yards

e. Wetlands Finding 

i. Are there practicable alternatives to the proposed construction in wetlands? o þ

ii. Does the project include all practicable measures to minimize harm to wetlands? þ o

iii. Only practicable alternative: Based on the evaluation of avoidance and minimization 
alternatives, there are no practicable alternatives that would avoid the project’s impacts on 
wetlands. The project includes all practicable measures to minimize harm to the affected 
wetlands as a result of construction. 

þ o

3. Waters? o þ

a. Estimated fill quantities below:

4. Does the project involve work within or over navigable waters as defined by the USACE (Section 
10)? 

o þ
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H. Wetland and Waterbody Impacts Yes No

5. Proposed waterbody involvement:  þ o

• Culvert

• Embankment Fill

• Permanent

• Temporary

6. Is a USACE authorization anticipated? þ o

• Nationwide Permit

7. Will the project involve navigable waters as defined by the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) (Section 9)? o þ

8. Will the project affect a designated Wild and Scenic River or land adjacent to a Wild and Scenic 
River, including those on the Nationwide Rivers Inventory? 

o þ

Summary
Summarize wetland and waterbody impacts and mitigation, if any.

The fill quantities and wetland acreage estimate represent areas where the road embankment slopes will be flattened and 
culverts will be replaced. Wetlands disturbed by the removal and replacement of culverts will be restored to previous 
elevations and function. Precautions will be take to minimize wetland impacts as much as possible. Any unavoidable 
impacts will be authorized under a USACE Nationwide Permit. A Wetlands and Waters Delineation was conducted in 
2023 and the final report is saved in the project folder.

There is no in-water work anticipated as part of this project. Any work in the vicinity of Moose Creek will occur above 
ordinary high water. The only bridge work planned is the replacement of bridge transition rail.

During construction there may be some short term negative impacts, such as disruption of normal flow patterns and the 
release of minor amounts of sediment. Temporary impacts will be minimized through best management practices and 
measures outlined in the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) and the Erosion and Sediment Control Plan 
(ESCP) which will be developed prior to construction.

I. Fish and Wildlife Impacts Yes No

1. Anadromous and resident fish habitat. 

a. Include source, link, and date accessed of databases used.

ADF&G Anadromous Waters Catalog, queried June 5, 2024

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/1a4eb07b42ff4ebb8c71ba45adaedf0c/

b. Is anadromous or resident fish habitat present in project area (Title 16.05.841 and 16.05.871)? o þ

2. Essential Fish Habitat (EFH). 

a. Include source, link, and date accessed of databases used.

NOAA Essential Fish Habitat Mapper, queried June 5, 2024

https://www.habitat.noaa.gov/apps/efhmapper/?page=page_2
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I. Fish and Wildlife Impacts Yes No

b. Is EFH present in project area? o þ

3. Threatened and Endangered (T&E) Species

a. Include source, link, and date accessed of databases used.

USFWS IPaC Mapper, queried, June 5, 2024

https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/location/2C4JHESFJJAGFO2BUR2U36Y7YQ/resources#endangered
-species

USFWS Environmental Conservation Online System, queried June 5, 2024

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/report/species-listings-by-state?
stateAbbrev=AK&stateName=Alaska&statusCategory=Listed

b. Are listed threatened or endangered species present in the project area? o þ

4. Marine Mammals. 

a. Is the project located in the marine environment? o þ

b. Enter beginning and ending dates of MMPA consultation.

5. Wildlife Resources:

a. Is the project in an area of high wildlife/vehicle accidents? o þ

b. Would the project bisect migration corridors? o þ

c. Would the project segment habitat? o þ

6. Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act. 

a. Include source, link, and date accessed of databases used.

USFWS IPaC Mapper, queried June 5, 2024

https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/location/2C4JHESFJJAGFO2BUR2U36Y7YQ/resources#bald-
golden-eagles

ABR, Inc. Mapper, queried June 5, 2024

https://eagle.abrinc.com/

b. Is the project visible from an eagle nesting tree? o þ

c. Is the project within 330 feet of an eagle nesting tree? o þ

d. Is the project within 660 feet of an eagle nesting tree? o þ

e. Will the project require blasting or other activities that produce extreme loud noises within 1/2 a 
mile from an active nest?

o þ

f. Is an eagle permit required? o þ
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I. Fish and Wildlife Impacts Yes No

7. Is the project consistent with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act? þ o

 If project is not likely to adversely affect or likely to adversely affect, enter beginning and ending 
dates of ESA consultation.

Summary
Summarize fish and wildlife impacts and mitigation, if any.

A search of the ADF&G Anadromous Waters Catalog, USFWS IPaC Mapper, USFWS Environmental Conservation 
Online System, and ABR, Inc. Mapper was done on June 5, 2024.

There are no Fish and Wildlife impacts anticipated as a result of this project. The project plans to rehabilitate Murphy 
Dome Road between MP 0-2, which passes over Moose Creek (approximate MP 1.7) and replace several culverts along 
the project corridor. There will be no in water work associated with Moose Creek.

The recommended migratory bird nesting window for the project area is May 1 through July 15. Mechanized vegetation 
clearing will be avoided during this time in accordance with USFWS guidance.

J. Invasive Species Impacts Yes No

1. Include source, link, and date accessed of databases used.

AKNHP AKEPIC 2.0 Data Portal, queried June 10, 2024

https://akepic.portal.axds.co/#map

2. Are invasive species present in project area?  o þ

3. Does the project include all practicable measures to minimize the introduction or spread of invasive 
species, making the project consistent with E.O. 13112 (Invasive Species)?  

þ o

Summary
Summarize invasive species impacts and mitigation, if any.

A query of the database did not find any known invasive species identified within the project area, however one 
invasive plant has been noted in several locations along the roadside throughout the project corridor; bird vetch.

By implementing practicable measures to minimize the introduction or spread of invasive species, the project is 
suspected to result in no substantial invasive impacts. Minimization efforts include avoiding the use of listed noxious 
species for erosion control purposes, sequencing construction activities to minimize disturbed area's, implementing 
timely seeding of disturbed areas with non-invasive species providing adequate cover and the implementation of control 
measures as outlined in the DOT&PF Integrated Pest Management Plan.

K. Water Quality Impacts Yes No

1. Will there be temporary degradation of water quality? þ o

2. Is a public or private drinking water source or protection area within or adjacent to the project? o þ

3. Would the project result in a discharge of storm water to a WOTUS? [40 CFR 230.3(o)] þ o

4. Would the project discharge storm water into or affect an ADEC-designated Impaired Waterbody? o þ
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K. Water Quality Impacts Yes No

5. Will the project involve more than one (1) acre of ground-disturbing activities? þ o

6. Is there a Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) APDES permit, or will runoff be mixed 
with discharges from an APDES permitted industrial facility?  

o þ

Summary
Summarize the water quality impacts and mitigation, if any.

Water quality impacts will be temporary. During construction, sediment discharges to surrounding areas will be 
minimized by BMPs. These practices will be detailed in the ESCP and the SWPPP, which will be submitted by the 
contractor prior to construction. No adverse water quality impacts are expected.

L. Air Quality Impacts Yes No

1. Will there be temporary degradation of air quality? þ o

2. Is the project located in an air quality maintenance area or nonattainment area (CO or PM-10 or 
PM-2.5)? 

þ o

• PM-2.5 

3. Is the project exempt from an air quality analysis per 40 CFR 93.126 (Table 2 and Exempt 
Projects)?  

þ o

4. Is the project included in a conforming Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) and Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP)? 

o þ

5. Was a project-level analysis (identify below) completed meeting the requirements of Section 
93.123 of the conformity rule? The results satisfy the requirements of Section 93.116. 

o þ

Summary
Summarize air quality impacts and mitigation, if any.

The project is located within an air quality maintenance or non-attainment area for PM-2.5. The proposed project is an 
Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) and is exempt from an air quality analysis per 40 CFR 93.126 Table 2: 
Shoulder Improvements and Increasing Sight Distance. The Department of Environmental Conservation agreed that the 
project is exempt in their agency scoping comment. There may be a temporary and minor reduction in air quality during 
construction activities. No permanent air quality impacts are anticipated as a result of this project.

Attachments

• DEC Comment.pdf NFHWY00818.pdf

M. Noise Impacts (23 CFR 772) Yes No

1. Will there be temporary noise impacts? þ o

2. Does the project involve any of the following Type I project actions listed below (23 CFR 772.5)? o þ

Summary
Summarize noise impacts and mitigation, if any.

The proposed project work will not have any permanent noise impacts and a noise analysis is not required to be 
completed. Minor and temporary increases in noise are expected to occur during construction activities.
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N. Social and Economic Impacts Yes No

1. Would the project affect neighborhoods or community cohesion? o þ

2. Would the project affect school boundaries, recreation areas, churches, businesses, police and fire 
protection, etc.?

o þ

3. Would the project affect the elderly, handicapped, non-drivers, transit-dependent, minority and 
ethnic groups, or the economically disadvantaged?

o þ

4. Would the project affect travel patterns and accessibility (e.g., vehicular, commuter, bicycle, or 
pedestrian)?

o þ

a. Would the project include temporary delays and detours of traffic? þ o

5. The project will have adverse economic impacts on the regional and/or local economy, such as 
effects on development, tax revenues and public expenditures, employment opportunities, 
accessibility, and retail sales.

o þ

6. The project will adversely affect established businesses or business districts. o þ

a. Would the project have temporary impacts on businesses? þ o

Summary
Summarize social and economic impacts and mitigation, if any.

There are no permanent social or economic impacts anticipated as a result of this project. Temporary delays and detours 
in traffic as well as temporary impacts on businesses may occur during construction.

III. Comments and Coordination

A. Public Involvement Yes No

1. Was public involvement for project completed? þ o

2. Was the project public noticed? þ o

a. Newspaper name and date of notice: þ o

Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, May 28, 2024 and June 9, 2024

Attachments

• Newspaper Affidavits.pdf NFHWY00818.pdf

b. Alaska Online Public Notice date: þ o

December 6, 2023 and May 16, 2024

Attachments

• OPN - public meeting.pdf NFHWY00818.pdf

• OPN.pdf NFHWY00818.pdf
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A. Public Involvement Yes No

c. Were public notices completed for specific resource impacts (e.g., floodplain, Section 4(f))? o þ

3. Was a public meeting held? þ o

a. Date(s), time(s), and location(s):

Open House - June 11, 2024 from 5:00pm to 8:00pm at the Ken Kunkel Community Center, 2645 
Goldstream Rd, Fairbanks, Alaska 

4. Is there any unresolved controversy on human, natural, or economic grounds? o þ

Summary
Summarize public comments and coordination efforts for this project. Discuss pertinent issues raised.

An Online Public Notice (OPN) of Intent was posted to the Alaska Online Public Notice page on December 6, 2023 
identifying project activities and relevant executive orders regarding potential resource impacts. Another OPN was 
posted on May 16, 2024 announcing an upcoming Open House for the project.

An Open House was held on June 11, 2024 at the Ken Kunkel Community Center on Goldstream Rd. The open house 
provided a general project overview including proposed work activities, preliminary design, and proposed schedule. 
Public comments were received in four formats; by email, by written comment sheet, by phone call, and in-person at the 
Open House. Public comment generally centered around four topics; desire for a turn lane at the Sheep 
Creek/Goldstream Rd intersection with Murphy Dome Road (BOP), the need for shoulders for pedestrian, bicycle and 
stalled vehicle use, rumble strips in the lane when approaching stop signs, and vehicle landings at approaches and 
neighborhood roads that intersect with Murphy Dome Road.

Meeting materials, advertisements and postings, and a public comment summary are attached. Complete copies of all 
public comments received are saved in the project folder.

Attachments

• Public Meeting Docs_combined.pdf NFHWY00818.pdf

• Public_Comment_Summary_6-18-24.pdf NFHWY00818.pdf

• Public_Comments_combined.pdf NFHWY00818.pdf

B. Agency Involvement Yes No

1. Was an agency scoping conducted? þ o

November 22, 2023

Attachments

• Agency Scoping Letter.pdf NFHWY00818.pdf

2. Was an agency scoping meeting held? o þ

3. Was a field review completed with agencies? o þ
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Summary
Summarize agency coordination efforts for this project.

Agency Scoping letters were sent out on November 22, 2023. The Fairbanks North Star Borough (FNSB) provided 
comments on a number of items, some of which include natural resource development, floodplain administration, 
community planning and platting, access, zoning, etc. The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) 
contaminated site program responded that they had no comments on the project scope. DEC air quality division 
responded that they agree that the project is exempt from air quality analysis and gave guidelines regarding open 
burning use on the project.

The Agency Scoping letter and agency comments are attached.

Attachments

• Agency Comments_combined.pdf NFHWY00818.pdf

IV. Permits and Authorizations

A. Permits and Authorizations Yes No

1. USACE, Section 404/10 Includes Abbreviated Permit Process, Nationwide Permit, and General 
Permit  

þ o

2. Coast Guard, Section 9  o þ

3. ADF&G Fish Habitat Permit (Title 16.05.871 and Title 16.05.841)  o þ

4. Flood Hazard þ o

5. ADEC Non-domestic Wastewater Plan Approval  o þ

6. Requires 401 Cert þ o

7. ADEC APDES  o þ

8. Eagle Permit  o þ

9. Incidental Take Authorization  o þ

10. Local (Borough or City) permit (e.g., noise) o þ

10. Other Permits o þ

Summary

N/A

V. Environmental Commitments
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A. Environmental Commitments and Mitigation Measures [23 CFR 771.109(b)] Yes No

1. Are there project-specific environmental commitments for this project? þ o

Summary
Summarize changes to environmental commitments and mitigation measures from original environmental document.

DOT&PF and their Contractor(s) shall:

Mechanized vegetation clearing will be avoided during the recommended migratory bird nesting window for the project 
area (May 1 - July 15).

VI. Environmental Documentation Approval

A. Environmental Documentation Approval Yes No

1. Do any unusual circumstances exist, as described in 23 CFR 771.117(b)? o þ

2. Does the project meet the criteria of one of the following DOT&PF Programmatic Approvals 
authorized in the Nov. 13, 2017 "Chief Engineer Directive - Programmatic Categorical Exclusions"?

þ o

• Programmatic Approval 1

Summary

None

VII. (e) Constraints
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A. 23 CFR 771.117(e) Constraints Yes No

Does the project involve any of the following? Supporting information for responses must 
be provided in the impact discussions for each of the applicable impact categories. If YES is 
selected for any item, the project cannot be approved under 23 CFR 771.117(c)(26-28).

1. An acquisition of more than a minor amount of right-of-way or that would result in any residential 
or non-residential displacements.

o þ

2. An action that needs a bridge permit from the U.S. Coast Guard, or an action that does not meet the 
terms and conditions of a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers nationwide or general permit under Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act and/or Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899.

o þ

3. A finding of “adverse effect” to historic properties under the National Historic Preservation Act. o þ

4. The use of a resource protected under 23 U.S.C. 138 or 49 U.S.C. 303 [Section 4(f)] except for 
actions resulting in de minimis impacts.

o þ

5. A finding of “may affect, likely to adversely affect” threatened or endangered species or critical 
habitat under the Endangered Species Act.

o þ

6. Construction of temporary access, or the closure of an existing road, bridge, or ramps, that would 
result in major traffic disruptions.

o þ

7. Changes in access control. o þ

8. A floodplain encroachment other than functionally dependent uses (e.g. bridges, wetlands) or 
actions that facilitate open space use (e.g. recreational trails, bicycle and pedestrian paths).

o þ

9. Construction activities in, across or adjacent to a river component designated or proposed for 
inclusion in the National System of Wild and Scenic Rivers.

o þ

Summary

Environmental Documentation Approval Signatures

Prepared by: Date: 8/26/2024

Jill Baxter-McIntosh

FBK PRE Environmental Impact Analyst III

Reviewed by: Date: 8/26/2024

Russell Johnson

Engineer/Architect III
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Approved by: Date: 8/26/2024

Kerri Martin

Regional Environmental Manager 
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