State of Alaska
Department of Transportation & Public Facilities

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION DOCUMENTATION FORM
(NEPA Assignment Program Projects)

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by the applicable Federal environmental laws for
this project are being, or have been carried out by the DOT&PF pursuant to 23 U.S.C 327 and a Memorandum of
Understanding dated November 3, 2017, and executed by FHWA and DOT&PF.
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Project Information:

Project Name: Airport Way West Improvements
Federal Project Number: 061(0004)

State Project Number: 7618720000
Primary/Ancillary Project Connections:

None.

CE Designation: 23 CFR 771.117(d)(13)
List of Attachments:

Attachment A: Class of Action Consultation

Attachment B: Figures

Attachment C: EPA Environmental Justice Screen Report
Attachment D: Agency Coordination

Attachment E: Hazardous Materials and Demolition Assessment
Attachment F: Public Involvement

Attachment G: Location Hydraulic Study

Attachment I1: 4(f) Consultation

Attachment I: References

Project Scope (Use STIP Project Description)

Construct intersection improvements along Airport Way between Dale Road and the Parks Highway. Project
includes bicycle/pedestrian facilities along Hoselton Road to the Boat Street path.

Project Purpose and Need:

The purpose of this project is to improve pavement condition, minimize maintenance costs, provide increased
safety and connectivity for area users, and extend the usable life of the Airport Way corridor between Wein Lake
Road and the Parks Highway (Robert Mitchell Expressway). The proposed project would also improve drainage,
resolve utility conflicts, and address access limitations for both motorized and non-motorized users in a high
traffic and commercial transportation corridor along Airport Way in Fairbanks, Alaska (Figure 1, Attachment B).
The original project scope evaluated in the 2011 CE ¥ (approved July 2011 and on file with DOT&PF) also
proposed construction of a roundabout on Airport Way with a connector road from Hoselton Road to Dale Road,
which has been eliminated as a project alternative.

Roadways in the project area have not been improved since the four-lane Airport Way (Airport Spur) project
was completed in 1976. Since that time, commercial development near the east end of the Fairbanks
International Airport (FAI) has increased traffic adjacent to the existing four-lane Airport Way. Minor
drainage issues and utility conflicts have also arisen as a result of the area development. Resurfacing of the
project corridor and construction of a separated bike and pedestrian path would improve safety for motorized
and non-motorized users of the area and reduce access limitations.
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C. Economic Impacts YES NO
U]

1. The project will have adverse economic impacts on the regional and/or local
economy, such as effects on development, tax revenues and public
expenditures, employment opportunities, accessibility, and retail sales.

2. The project will adversely affect established businesses or business districts. Ol =

3. Summarize the economic impacts, if any:

There are no anticipated long-term adverse effects to nearby businesses resulting from the proposed
project. Improving safe access to the area could increase visibility and subsequently patronage to area
businesses and community facilities, potentially boosting economic development. During
construction, travel patterns would be temporarily affected, however access would remain open (refer
to Section IL.P).

D. Land Use and Transportation Plans N/A
X

H g

NO
1. Project is consistent with land use plan(s). Ol
Identify the land use plan(s ) and date No applicable land use plans are in
place for the project area

2. Project is consistent with transportation plan(s). Ol

X
]

Identify the transportation plan(s) and date. See Below

3. Project would induce adverse indirect and cumulative effects on land use or 1 X
transportation. If yes, attach analysis.

4. Summarize how the project is consistent or inconsistent with the land use
plan(s) and transportation plan(s):

The proposed project is consistent with the goals of the Fairbanks Metropolitan Area Transportation
System (FMATS) 2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP), adopted January 2015. It does not
restrict access, supports economic growth, and provides safe and interconnected multi-modal
transportation for all users.

The current MTP lists a project within the limits of the Airport Way West Improvements project,
calling for sidewalk to be constructed along Old Airport Way. The scope of the currently proposed
DOT&PF project would widen and pave the shoulders along a portion of Old Airport Way, however
due to existing drainage issues and the lack of a storm water conveyance system, curb and gutter
associated with a sidewalk facility presents a challenge. FMATS expressed concern with duplicating
efforts after DOT&PF constructs this project (refer to Section IV for agency responses to scoping),
and DOT&PF will continue working with FMATS to proceed with improvement projects in the most
efficient way practicable, given Statewide Transportation Improvement Plan (STIP) funding
constraints. Similarly, FMATS indicated they are currently in the process of updating the MTP (2045)
which will include a new proposed project for bicycle and pedestrian connections from FIA to the
area west of the airport as well as non-motorized facilities along Dale Road. Concern was brought up
regarding the improvements to Wein Lake Road as part of the currently proposed project and whether
guardrail or other barriers might limit FMATS”’ ability to construct a non-motorized facility along
Wein Lake Road in the future. As part of this project, Wein Lake Road will be resurfaced only, with
existing guardrail replaced as-needed.

The project is listed in the 2018-2021 STIP. Sidewalks on Dale Road from Ellis Street to Airport Way
are recommended in the 2012 Non-Motorized Transportation Plan (NMTP), and a portion of these
will be constructed as part of the proposed project. Final project plans will require review by the
Chena Riverfront Commission and the FNSB Planning Commission, as codified by the Borough’s
adoption of the 2016 Chena Riverfront Plan®,
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111. Permits and Authorizations N/A
8. Noise

9. Eagle Permit

000
X R X [E

10.Other. If yes, list below.

No further permits are anticipated.

IVv. Comments and Coordination N/A

=

1. Public/agency involvement for project. Required if protected resources are
involved.

2. Public Meetings., Date(s): July 18, 2018

X X
OO 0O

3. Newspaper ads. Attach certified affidavit of publication as an appendix. []

Name of newspaper and date: June 30, 2018
4. Alaska Online Public Notice date: June 29, 2018
5. Agency scoping letters. Date sent: July 19, 2018 X L]
6. Agency scoping meeting. Date of meeting: N/A ] X
7. Field review. Date: N/A [] X
8. Summarize comments and coordination efforts for this project. Discuss pertinent issues raised. Attach

correspondence that demonstrates coordination and that there are no unresolved issues.

A non-regulatory agency stakeholder meeting, business stakeholder meeting, and public open house were
held at separate times/venues on July 18, 2018. The project team shared the updated project plan,
elimination of the roundabout alternative, and an overview of the proposed improvements. Summaries
were prepared for each meeting and are included in Attachment F.

Feedback from the public and local businesses was generally positive, with wide support for the
separated pathway and improvements to safety for local residents and employees. A few stakeholders
noted concern with construction during the tourist season, to which the project team explained access
would remain open. The owner of Pikes Landing and adjacent properties indicated a history of unwanted
activity and theft associated with the abandoned house at 5894 Airport Way, and that removal would
have a positive impact to his business operations and the overall visual appeal of the area.

Several stakeholders and members of the public made it clear that a complete non-motorized connection
to the airport from the east is needed. DOT&PF Project Manager Carl Heim indicated that was not part of
this project due to funding requirements, however the FNSB is looking at options for that connection
through the MTP and NMTP (Section IL.D).

An agency scoping packet was distributed on July 19, 2018, containing project information relevant to
local, state, and federal jurisdictional agencies. The agency coordination effort, including agency
responses, is summarized in Attachment D.

V. Environmental Commitments and Mitigation Measures
List all environmental commitments and mitigation measures included in the project.
1. Prior to demolition of the building at 5894 Airport Way, the selected Contractor will be required to
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VI  Envirenmental I)acamentation Apprmfﬁi Signatures
} ;

Prepared by:

{Prmt Nama hnwmnmentai Impact Analyst

Reviewed by: L

‘*»VW

] Signature} Eng%xeermg Manag,er

"y I
CARy F Heolom

[Print Name] Engineering Manager

Programmatic CE

Approved by:

[Signature] Regional Environmental Manager

[Print Name] Regional Environmental Manager

Non-Programmatic CE

Approval
Recommended by: g, NE-SATR'Y
[Signature] Regional Envirominental Manager
%f*‘éf‘{ Nelss n
{Print Name] Regional Environmental Manager
Approved by

[Signature] NEPA Program Manager

Uelissa (e ld sHeim

[Print Name] NEPA Program Manager
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