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• FHWA requires all public roads to be reviewed 
and classified every 10 years

• Alaska's last classification was in 2013

Why are we doing this project?



A way of categorizing public roads

based on how they are used

What is functional classification?



Based on the relative mobility and access

provided by a given road

What is functional classification?
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Arterials connect to the interstate and

move traffic between communities
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Collectors move traffic out to the arterials
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Downtown Fairbanks has many local roads,

numerous collectors, and few arterials



Any road under the jurisdiction of, and maintained by, a 
public authority and open to public travel.

Included
 

• Alleyways

• Ramps

• Future roads
(approved for construction
 within 4 years)

Not Included
 

• Ice roads

• Water/ferry routes

• Boardwalks

What gets classified?



Functional Classification

IS:

• A report of the current 
function of the road 
network

• Based on federal 
standards, but 
customized for Alaska

IS NOT:

• A way to communicate 
goals for the road 
network

• Driven by funding

How are decisions made?



Functional classification can influence:

MANAGEMENT

MAINTENANCE

FUNDING

EMERGENCY FUNDING

DESIGN

Why does it matter?
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Federal Highway Administration provides guidance.

What are the criteria for classification?

FHWA Guidance Document – https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/processes/statewide/related/hwy-functional-classification-2023.pdf 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/processes/statewide/related/hwy-functional-classification-2023.pdf
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Special consideration for Alaska’s unique transportation network

Alaska-specific Criteria

Roads serving seaports or 
ferry terminals receive a 

higher classification

Roads serving remote 
airports get classified 

as Collectors

Areas disconnected from the 
core transportation network 

only have Collectors and Locals
(unless population ≥ 2,500)

Alaska Criteria Document – https://dot.alaska.gov/stwdplng/fclass/docs/Criteria-for-Functional-Classification-of-Alaska-Roadways-012725.pdf 

https://dot.alaska.gov/stwdplng/fclass/docs/Criteria-for-Functional-Classification-of-Alaska-Roadways-012725.pdf
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What’s next?

Today

Project Schedule

Project Website for Functional Classification – https://dot.alaska.gov/stwdplng/fclass 

https://dot.alaska.gov/stwdplng/fclass
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We want to hear from you!

Review the proposed functional classification of any road in Alaska,
and provide your feedback.

Functional Classification Feedback Tool – https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/1a271d9af85d414f9a98cd5a072c3068

There’s an app
for that.

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/1a271d9af85d414f9a98cd5a072c3068
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/1a271d9af85d414f9a98cd5a072c3068
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Project Website
https://dot.alaska.gov/stwdplng/fclass/index.shtml

Stay Involved

Anchorage Transportation Fair
https://anchorage-transportation-fair-baker.hub.arcgis.com

Tuesday, April 15th, 2025

3:00 – 7:00 PM

@ Alaska Airlines Center

Join our email list!
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/uGtswCt

https://dot.alaska.gov/stwdplng/fclass/index.shtml
https://anchorage-transportation-fair-baker.hub.arcgis.com/
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/uGtswCt
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Questions?

Lisa Idell-Sassi, Project Manager (Alaska DOT&PF) – lisa.idell-sassi@alaska.gov 

mailto:lisa.idell-sassi@alaska.gov
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