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The scenic resources aleng the Parks Highway were inverntoried by this
Department during the summer of 1378; the results of this stuvdy and cor-
responding management recommendations have been compiled into a 600 page
report. Due to the prohibitive costs of printing the complete document,

we have copied those portions of the report which we feel will be most
useful as a tool for visual resource management along the highway corridor.
The introduction explains what data was collected at each assessment unit:
if vou feel that you have a use for a pertion of the report which is
omitted, contact us.

Visuel Resources are important along the Parks Highway. Please make an
attempt to put the enclosed information to good use. If you have any
questions concerning the content or application of the report, feel free
te contact us.



PART FOUR: FURTHER ACTIONS NEEDED FOR MANAGEMENT
OF SCENIC RESOURCES ALONG THE GEORGE
PARIS HIGHWAY

This report is, in many ways, only the beginning step
towards the conservartion and management of scenic
resources found along the George Parks Highwav. The
following paragraphs identify approaches and tasks
which need to be considered as 'mext steps’. Three of
these are of fundamental importance and immediate
concern:

1. Educational - informational progamming.

12

Integration of scenic resource management
recommendations into ongoing land and natural
resource management plans and policies.

3. Adoption of scenic highwayv designation
ménagement statutes and regulations.

EDUCATION

Throughout this report, the impertance of a public
educatioen - information Frogram, particularly with a
focus on scenic resources, has been stressed. Only
through education will pianners in public agencies and
private individuals dealing with land and resource
developement begin to see the importance of scenic
resource identification and management. Only through
education will the public and legislators who represent
them begin to support such <oncepts as greenbelts,
scenic zoning ordinances and scenic kighway corriders.
Only through education will private individuals see
that thev too can affect scepic resource mapagement
through litter control, sensitive design considerations
in private land development, mznagement of the visual
clutter on their own land, and demanding laws, regulations
and policies which help to protect Alaska's rich
endowment of unique and spectacular scenery. Any
public information - education pregram would need to

be multi-faceted to address these various levels of
concern, responsibility, and involvement in scenic
resource management .

Public education - information programs could take on

a variety of forms, ranging from community workshops,
special classes at the community cellege, high school
and junicr high school level, brochures, and even
television and radio spots. It is got in the scope of
this report to define a specific education - information
program - only to point out the need and importance of
such programs. Initial €nergy in this respect should

be directed towards state and local government elected



Tepresentatives in an effort to adopt scenic resource
management related statutes, ordinances and regulations,
and towards land planners presently involved with the

@se and development of lands and resources adjacent to
George Parks Highway.

INTECRATION INTO OTHER LAND PLANNING - MANAGEMENT
ETFORTS

This report contains some of the only scenic resource
rinformation in Alaska teday. Since there is no specafic

. George Parks Highway land management plan, this infeormation

and set of recommendations need to be integrated intoe
ougolng planning programs which deal with the lands
which the George Parks Highway traverses. Two such
brograms, presently being coordinated by the Alaska
Department of Natural Resources would benefit from
Liis report - the Susitna Basin area plaa and the
Tanana Basin area plan. Additionally, three borough
governments, the Municipality of Anchorage, the
Matanuska-Susitna Borough, and Fairbanks North Star
Borough should find this scenic resource data of
tolerest in land use planning within their boundaries,
Cook Inlet Region, Inc., AHTNA and Dovon Unlimited all
will own land adjacent to the George Pariks Highway.

They could benefit from this repert in the determination
of how they will develop these lands. Land mauagement
recommendations related to those areas within the
nighway right-of-way and development of roadside rest
areas should be of interest to the State Department of
Transportation and Public Facilities which has direct
responsibility and control of right-of-way lands.
Additionally, variocus other federal and state agencies
such as the Nationzl Park Service, Department of Fish
.and Game, and the Divisiocn of Parks and Division of
Forest, Land and Water Manazgement within the Department
of Natural Resources are involved in decisions related
to the use of land adjacent to the George Parks Highway.
This scenic resource information should be available

to them to help guide decisions which could have an
impact on roadside visual quality. Finally, many
Private consultants doing studies related to land and
resource development along the George Parks Highway
would benefit from this information. For example, it
should be of primary importacce in studies related to
the location of a powerline intertie between Anchorage
and Fairbanks, and as an example of scenic inventory
techniques which may be applicable to other developments
such as pipelines and cozl mines. A concerted effort
needs to be made to see to it that this report is
available zll of those identified above and that they
comprehend those ways that it canp be of use to them.




SCENIC HIGHWAY DESIGNATIONS

The George Parks Highway could be the prototvpe for a
means of officially recognizing scenic resources along
Alaska's highways. Many such techniques and consideration
could be extended to the designation of scenic waterwavs
and scenic trails. Research zeeds to be denme as to

ways to legally and functiomally dasignate and manage
those lands adjacent to the roadway within areas
identified as scenic highway routes. Official designation
initially should be made at the state legislative

level - through the adoption of appropriate scenic
highway statutes and regulations and at the borough
government level through adoption of zoming ordinances,
periormance standards and other implementation tools

for manegement of lands adjacent to the highway. The
appendix to this report contains information regarding
such a process for scenic highway designations in the
State of California. Additicnal research into scenic
highway designation and management techniques employed
by other states would be helpful in the design of a
program specific te Alaskan highways. An important
first step 1in this effort would be an education -
information program directed towards state znd local
government elected officials which clearly communicates
the value of a scenic highway designation znd points

out some ways 1t might be accomplished. Obvicusly,

for any such porgram te occur it requires that someone
take an interest in it. Such an initial push and
support should come from both the Department of Natural

Resources and the Department of Transpertation and
Public Facilities,

While the above recommendaticns are the most important,
mention should be made to other tasks which would be

of value to scenic resource managemeat along the
George Parks Highway.

Development of design guidelines for commercial
and residential development adjacent to the
highway.

Research regarding methods available to the
state for the acquisition of privately owned
rcadside lands where they have been identified
as highly desirable for public use as scenic
turnouts and roadside rest areas.

Research highway right-of-way landscaping

and maintenance techniques which could help

to reduce the visval impact of the highway

on the land, aid in reducing wildlife road
kills, and help to screen visually objectionable

roadside land developments. & set of right-of-way



design guidelines, adopted by the Department
ot Transportation and Public Facilities
would be a useful tool along all Alaska's
fighways.

Development of policies and standards for

the location, size and visual impact of
commercial signs adjacent to the highway -
particularly within those corridors identified

as highly suitable for scenic highway designation.

Pelicies and standards related to the number,
spacing and character of public and private
access recads to state highways in an effort
Lo control commercial strip development and
hazardous intersections.

Develop similar techniques for the identification
of scenmic resocurce values around communities,
recreation areas, along rivers, coastlines

and trails with the objective of developing
approprigte management recommendations.

Complete scenic resource inventories apd
recommendations for other Alaskan highways -
particularly those subject to rerouting,
upgrading and other alterations. In this
way work can be donme in a fashion which
ocptimizes the value of scenic resources.

As & matter of policy, complete an on site
visual analysis of state land adjacent to a
hilghway pricr to any land disposal actions
and retain developemnt rights of those
pertions determined to be of significance to
SCenic resources management.



FAIRBANKE:
@

oA, Loplands —¢

chana Rigae ——g

Tanana A‘Lfégz

Aerana Lowiands

Nenana Uplands

‘———A/mana go,:?z

AT McKINLEY NATIONAL PARK.

)——A/aﬁm &ﬂmgc

Broad Fass

Chulitna R/iver

ENALL STATE PARK,

—Sus Ha Lowliands

E__‘ - /mﬁx'ffl/e sHra

b iin e Aatanyata-

Wf//ﬁ/——h‘_- Kk Jetiz
e ANCHORAGE

FARKS HIGHWAY. LAMNUSCAPE
CHARACTER ngES

INVENTORY  INTRODUCTION

Land manazement deaisions affectng the Parks Highway's
SCes charauuer are routinelv being made. often without the
henent of site specific visual informauon. Examples are state
land disposals to pnvale Clizens and convevances 1o
municipal govemments. the jocaton of matenal sites _and
timber harvests and the ronting of utility hnes and secongary
roadwavs. Land managers and planners have often expressed

5 desire for accurate, visuzlly-omented information on the
highwayv comidor

A listine of certmin visual landscape characteristics such as
which lands are wisibie, the screening ability of existing

veoetation and topography, and the quality of visual

expenence 1f available would contribute s1gniﬁcanrt}y 1o the
land manacer's information base.  This field inventory,
conducted auﬁng the summer of 1978 attemmpts to fill this
gap and provide the information necessary io routinely
cansider the highway's visual characteristics alongside other
land use determinants.

INVENTORY OBJECTIVES

The field inventory attempts to: (1) provide & common
termuinology  with  which  jand  managers and planners
concerned with scemic resources generally, and the Parks
Highway specifically, can bezin to discuss their concerns.
(7Y describe, analyze and assess the intrinsic visual qualty of
the highway/landscape; (3) describe, analyze and assess the
visual impacts of both roadside development and of the
roadway itsell; and (4) prowvide other such visual information’
on the mghway comdor as may be needed to incorporate
scenic resource considerations into the decision-making
process.

OVERVIEW

1. The hughway is divided 1nto visual Character Types. A
character type Is an area of land that has common
distineuishing  visual charactenistics of landform, rock
formations, waterforms. and vegetation patterns. Baseg
prnmanly on physiograptuc and vegetative divisions, character
types are used as a frame of reference to classify specific
highway stretches for their visual quabties.  The Parks
Highway traverses }3 character types, ranging in length {rom
ten to over fifty miles. (Note the accompanying map.]

2 The character types are further divided nto
Assessment Units.  An assessment unit sz small hughway
section, lmited to a maximurn of 3 miles, exhibiting distinct
visual characteristics and used as the basic analysis unit or
increment. Aleng the Parks Highway between Anchorsee and
Fairbanks there are 192 assessment urnits excluding those

lands within Denali Stare Park and Mt McKinley National
Park.

3 Each  assessment unit 15 evaluated  for  its
Intrinsic Visual Quality . Intrnsic visual guality 1s defired as
the degree of expreswion exhubited by a landscape through
the nterplay of 1ts vanous components or elements: the
landscape’s abibity 1o create visually distinctive and pleasing
patterns of form, lLne, color, and texture. An underlying
assumplion here 15 that diversity plays a major role in
creating wvisually distinctive landscape expenences. Thus,
those landscapes exhibiting a  greater vanety in their
combinztion of natural  elements {land-sky 1nterface,
land{orm, landcover, waterform) eenerally are of hisher
minnsic visual guality. These eleynents are evaluated from



predetermined critens for each landscape character type.
Other factors used to determine the intrinsic visual quality of
an assessment unit mnclude surpnse. anticipation, sequential
diversity, and views. To the extent possible, the intnnsic
visual quality is evaluated without consideration of human
development, as if the landscape were 1n an untouched state.

4 Human  activities are inventoried and. where
approprate, their visual unpacts are assessed. The Culruraj
Impac:s heading encompasses 2 broad  range of human
activities occurring adjacent to the highway's nght-of-way.
Typical categories are residential, ccmmercial, recreational

and instituticnal land use, hisiorical and/or cultural sites and
visual clutter,

3. The  Roadway Impacts heading  addresses  the
immediate highway nght-of-way area and how it affects the
visual experience. Roadway factors are mventoried and where
appropriate assessed. These include shouider characteristics,
number and tvpes of interseciions, management of the
right-of-way, and the impacts of the road's desien.

5. The Composite Visual Quality rating is a measure of
the assessment unit's existing visual quality. and is derjved
from its intrnsic visual guality, its cultural impacts and its

rcadway impacts. It is a measure of the unit's relatjve scenic
value as it presently exists.

7. Additional characteristics of each unit  are also
provided in mapped form.  Each map indjcates the
assessment units' location, areas seen f{rom the unit
("viewsheds"), vegetative  screening  potentials,  visual
magmitudes of adjacent lands, and views outward to distant
landscape features.

Definitions of the above terms, as well as a more detailed
descniption of how each factor was evaluated follow.

DEFINITIONS AND METHODOLOGY

The intrinsic visual quality is calculated from the following G
factors: Land sky interface, landform, landcover, waterform,
surpmnse, anticipation, sequential diversity, laterial views, and
unique visual elements, These were evaluated in both
directicns. The total intrinsic . visual quality for each
assessment unit here was calculated as the arithmetic average.

LAND SKY INTERFACE @ :gg

This elerment addresses the visual expression of the horizon,
or the edge between land and sky. Ore of four basic
cemponents  used in Character Tvpe descriptions,
Land-Sky Interface is most highly valued when dispiavine
diverse shapes and forms.

Assessment units are evaluated for landsky interface with
cnteria developed for each of the |3 Character Types. and
tzke the feliowing general form:

2 (Distinctive):  Honzon displavs a wide variety of
slopes, shapes and textures in several distance zones.

INTRINSIC VISUAL QUALITY

lmerfoc

o

i



-

2 (Common): Intermediate charactenstics betwean
those descnbed above and those below.

| (Minimal). Honzon displays little diversity of form
or shape and is generally confused to a single distance
Lone.

© LANDFORM

One of the four basic Character Type descriptors, Landform
addresses the unit's ropographic expression. such as plans,
vaileys, mountains, and moraines. As with the other basic
descriptors, diversity of expression is highly valued.

LANDFORM cnteria are developed for each of the I3
Character Types. and take the followmng general f{orm.
Assessment units are evaluated from these cniena.

3 {Distinctive): Landform expression 1s significant,
displaying a great deal of topographic diversity seen 1n
all distance zones, prowviding visual vanety and allowing
for viewer awarenzss of hus position wn the landscape.

, 2 {Common): Intermediate charactenistics between
those descnibed above and those which follow.

| -{(Minimai); Landform expressicn is lumited,
displaving little topographic diversity and limited
awareness of the overzall landscape context.

@ LANDCOVER

LANDCOVER refers to the character of the land surface.
This 15 eenerally a type of vegetauion commumty, such as
mixed spruce/hardwood forest or black spruce domunated
bogs, but may also include such other surface types as
exposed bedrock, alpine tundra, and snowfields.

Specific landcover criteria are developed for each of the 13
Character Types.  Assessment units are evaluated using

cntena specific to each character type which might be
generally summanzed as follows:

3 (Distinctive): The foreground and middieground
distance zones provide visually pleasing colors, patierns
and textures created by all or most of the vezetation

communities and successional stages possible in thus
character type.

2 (Cemmon): Intermediate charactzristics betwesn
those described above and those which follow.

I (Mumumal): Land surface charactenstics take one
eeneral form, which predominates throuchout the
dssessment unit.

@ VATERFORM

The WATERFORM category addresses the role of waler in
the jundscape As with the other basic Characrar Type
descniptors, diversity ol expression 1s mghly rated.



Specific WATERFORM cotena are developed for each of the

13 Character Types, but they might be summarized generally
as follows:

3 (Distincrive): Several types of waterbodies zre
bresent and prominent within the assessment unjt, 1.2,
lakes, streams, marshes, and rivers

2 (Common): Intermediate characteristics berweean
those described above and those which follow.

I (Minimal}: Water features are entirely absent, or their
visual impact is VETY iow,

SURPRISE @)

A highway, like any Unear expenence such as a nver. trai or
rairoad offers the potential for SUTPIISE as one moves
through the sequence of spaces. SURPRISE is a sudden,
unexpected view revealed through a change 1n the highwav
character (curves, topography. vegetation). This =lement
of surprise adds to the rnchness, aesthetic value, and diversity
of the recadway experience,

Each unit's expression of the unexpected, of surprise, is
evaluated, traveling both north and south, as follows:

3 (Present): Some unexpected, yet distinciive or
memorable man-made feature, view, landform, or
other landscape feature is encountered.

0 (Absent): No unexpected landscape change or
feature is encountered.

ANTICIPATION @
Anticipation is the quality of the landscape to lead or draw
the viewer forward into the following unseen landscape. This
Is most often accomplished through visual clues such as short,
partial views into the following landscape or by vegetation
and/or topography leading the viewer's eve forward,

Each roadway assessment unit is evaluated for this ability to

instill a feeling of anticipation, in both northerly and
southerly travel.

3: A sense of anticipation is present.

Q: No sense of anticipation.

POINT OF VIEW @

Point of view is the position of the viewer relative to the
surrounding landscape. Three possible points of view 2xist:
superior position, equal positioh. infesor position. and
variable position.

Point of view is recorded in the forward and lateral
drrections, traveling both north and south.,

S (Supenor): The viewer is above a major portion of
the seen area, increasing distant view opportunities.

View

1 j i .
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LUfefa E (Equal): The wviewer 1s at {he same level as the
P/,:L ; surrounding landscape, particularly with respect 1o the
: oS foreground and middleground.

[ {Inferior}: The viewer is below the major poruon of
{he seen area, muimizing most distant views.

V (Vanablg): Viewer posiuon vares throughout the
assessment unit. No position predominates.

@ SPATIAL EXPRESSION
SPATIAL EXPRESSION 1s the manner in whoch the

Eaual (foreground)  tlopography  andjor  vegelaiion  creai
by IMDress;ons of enciosurs. semi-enclosure Or Cpenness.
/ Bton P
Spatal expression is recorded traveling both north and south,
as [ollows:
N (Enclosed): Foreeround vegetauon andfor

topography on both sides ol the roadway create a
feeling of enciosure or containment.

SN (Semi-enclosed): Foreground vegetation and/or
topography create a feeling of partial enclosure that
is open to one side or partially open to both sides.

O (Open): Foreground vegetation and/or topography
create a feeling of openness or exposure.

V (Variable): Variable expression within the unit,
from feelings of enclosure to semi-enclosure, or any
other combination of the above factors.

@ SEQUENTIAL DIVERSITY

Sequential diversity is an index of degree and frequency of
visual and expenential change in the landscape. It s based on
chanees in point of view and SPATIAL EXPRESSION from
one roadway assessment unit 1o the next.

Sequential diversity ratings are denved mathematucally. An
assessment unit's point of view and spatial expression values
are compared with the same values fof the previous and
succeading umts. Each time there 15 3 change i any one

Sype or of the elements, one point is recorded. Thus totals for the
Of sequential diversity of an assessment umut range from a high
Superior pen of 3 1o atow of 0.

@iclose g

Sequential Diversity 1s recorded as follows:

3 (Highd: Pownt of wview and spaual exprassion
differences 1n 1his a3ssessment unit compared. o the
previous and rollowing units are six or gredler.

1 (Moderate) Differences in pownt of view and spatial
expression are greater than 2 but less than six.

I (Low) Differences in pownt of view and spatal
SXPTession are two or less



LATERAL VIEWS @}

LATERAL VIEWS atr
of movement

expenences.

and add

The number of lateral views On each side of the roadwav g

recordeq and identified in the notes. These lateral views are
also indicated on the unit maps. |

ract attention awav from the direction
lo the diversitv of the scenic

UNIQUE VISUAL ELEMENTS @

Unique visua] elerments are certain outstanding landscape
feat_ures. landmarks and scenes.. such as Mt. McKinley. Mt.
Susitnz or other named mountains. volcanoes. glaciers.

umlq ue and distinctive raock formations, some rivers, and laree
vallevs, )

Qualitv ratings are not performed. It is assumed that these
e]eme_nts can only enhance the visual experience of driving
th; h_lghway. Therefore, each unique element seen within the
umt 1s awarded a value of one. These elements are recorded

traveling both north and south and are identified 1n the
Inventery notes,

LAND USE INTENSITY 4R

Because specific land use information is limited for most
areas adjacent to the highway, the field inventory records
residential, commercial, recreational, and institutional land
uses and relative intensjties.

Structures are categorized, counted (to maximum of 20) and
recorded. Counts bevond 20 are recorded as ''720."
Additionally, the overall visual impact of these structures and
their associated landscape modification is evaluated as
follows:

3 (High): Severe modifications are evident. Land usage
and structures occur at such a density or location as to

be dominant and out of scale with the surrounding’
landscape.
2 (Medium): Medium visual impact. Activities and

asscciated structures demonstrate partial modification
of the landscape and occur at such a density or
location as to detract {rom the view.

I (Low); Activities and associated structures are
present, but occur at Jow densities and/or are sited
in visual harmony with the scale and character of the
surrcunding landscape,

0 (None): No activities and/or structures are apparent
within the viewed area.

CULTURAL IMPACTS
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VISUAL CLUTTER)

VISUAL CLUTTER is a m=asure of the degree to which the



ROADWAY IMFPACTS

INTERSECTION COMPLEXITY @

Intersection complexity refers to the number and type of
foadways ENIeNng or crossing the highway. This factor 1§ an
indicator of the rpad's potential for modification such as
OVETpasses, tumning lanes, road widening, and traffic control

mechanisms as wel] ag the intensity of surrounding land
usage,

_Withm each assessment Lnit, the number ang tvpe of
inlerseciing reads are recorded, using the following svmbols:

C: Overpass
P: Paved
G: Gravej

U: Unimproved: road Is passable by passenger vehicles.
but no gravel or rock has been added t0 increase
bearing capacity and drainage.

R: Recreation: sorme indication of use by four-whee;j
drive or other fecreational vehicle. Road e generally
Umpassable for passenger cars.

T: Turnout: off-road access, but leading only back to
highwav, ie. Iltter barre] turnouts, scenic overlooks.

RR: Railroad tracks

RIGHT-OF-WAY MANAGEMENT @

~The nght-of-way vnmediately adjacent 1o paved portion of
the hishway has Important visual quality implications. This
foreground area dominates the viewshed and serves as 3
frame for more distant views. Management practices in this
prominent area therefore assume increased importance. The
width of tree and brush clearing and landscaping are aspects
of nght-ofiway Tmanagement having particuiarly strong
influences on scenic values,

The inventory measures the width of nght-of-way clearing
and/or landscaping effects as follows:

10: Maintained and/or landscaped area extends less
than 10 feet from the pavement edge.

10-35:  Maintained and/or landscaped area extlepds
between 10 and 35 feet from the pavement edge.

35 Maintained and/or landscaped area extends more
than 35 feet from the pavement edge.

In addition to the maintenance width measurement, the
night-of-way is evaluated for its effects on the seen area's
visual quality, taking into consideration its width, visibitity,
vegetation, and slope in relation to the surrounding
landscape. Visual impact is then recorded as follows:

3 (High): The highway right-of-way is visually
dorninant and of such character as to detract {rom the
scenic quality of the surrounding landscape.

2 (Moderate): The right of way is visually evident as



natural landscape has been encroached upon by man-made
objects, such as refuse (trash, litter, abandoned cars) and
objects such as billboards, and commercial signs.

The inventory records the type of visual clutter, its location
and distance zone, and its visual wmpact. Impact ratings
are as follows:

3. (High): Seen area, especially the foreground
dominated by the the presence of man made objects
which sienificantly detract from the surrounding
landscape.

7. (Medium): Visually distracting obiects present and
visible but of a quantity and location 10 be of only
moderate visual domnance. :

. {(Low): Visually distracting man made objects
present, but of only minor visual domunance.

0: (None): Visual clutter ahsent.

0 MANACGEMENT ACTIVITY

MANAGEMENT ACTIVITY is a record of the types and
impacts of land management practices. Included in this
category are timber harvests, gravel extraction and storage,
road consiruction and maintsnance, construction staging
areas. mining, agnculture, power generation and transmission
facilities, commmunications structures, and docks. pilings and
other water-related structures,

The field inventory notes management activity type Is
viewed distance zone, and its visual umpact, as follows:

3 {High): Severe modifications are evident, and/or
occur at such a density or location as to be dominant

and out of scale and character with the surrounding
landscape.

2 (Medium): Medium visual unpact.

1 (Low): Activities and associated structures are
visible, but occur at low densities, are partially
screened by vegetation and- topogrpahy or are sited
in visual harmony with the scale and character of the
surrounding landscape.

0 (None): No management activities and/or associated
structures are visible within the viewed aresa.

@ HISTORICAL/CULTURAL SITES

Trus categery identifies sites of cultural and/or hustoncal
sienificance. Included here are such things as old highway
and rallroad bndees, oneinal school sites, archeolowcal sites,
railroad staticns, and roadhouses”

Tyopes, locaticns and distance zones of historical or cultural
siteq are noted. Visual impacts are not assessed.



being out of character with the surrounding natural
landscupe but does not demonstrate exireme
alteranion.

| {Low): The rnight-of-way 1s not visually dominant gnd
detracts only mimmally from the surrounding
landscape's scenic qualily.

0 {(None): The highway nght-ol-wav 1S visually
subordinate to the entue viewshad and has no negative
umpact.

€ DESIGN IMPACT

The DESICN IMPACT category addresses the highway's
interaction with the landscape topography. It 1s a index of
how the highway design reconcies enginesnng requirements
for sentle curves and gradual gradients wilh somelumes severe
topoeraphic conditions. Because “cutiing and filling"" is the
construction teciuuque most commonly emploved to achieve
engineering requirements, it is used as the indicator of design
umpact.

. Highway design impact 1s evaluated as foliows:

3 (High¥: Roadway reflects exireme landscape
modification, with large and numerous cuts and fills.

2 (Medium): Roadway follows rtopography, with
cutning and filling present but less obwious due 10
reduction in size and frequency.

| (Low): Topographic nature of land 15 such that
cutting and filling is only rarely noticeable.

0 (None): N apparent cuts or fills.

@ HICHWAY CLUTTER : ’

The types, amounts, and visual mmpacts of highway-related
objects such as signs, night-of-way fencing, and lighting, are
evaluated in this category. Because of thewr foreground
locanion, visual implications are sigmificant. '

Both the types of objects and theu wisual unmpacts are
recorded, with visual impact ratings as follows:

3 (High): Number, location, size and design of abjects
dominate and distract than the view,

2 (Moderate): Mederate impacis.

I {(Low): Number, location, size, and desien of siens.
fences, 2t makes them fairlv unnouceabie.

0 (None): No noticeabls hughway-related faciities
within the assessment unit,

@ HYDROLOGIC INTERFERENCE

The hvdrologic mmterference catzegory 15 one mdicator of how
the highwav sccomrmodates the surface &nd subsurface



movement of water. There are obvious direct implications for
wildlife and f“l_sherjc_:s. and more subtle unplications for
development sujzabilities of surrcunding lands,

The number and types of hydrologic interferences are
recorded based on the following symbols:

B Bridge
C Culvert

F Fili

SHOULDER CHARACTERISTICS @

Highway shoulder '¥Pe 1s an imponant consideration with
fespect to road safety, efficiency of travel flow. bicycle
access, and tumout space for recreziional 4EeCCss.

Shoulder width is recorded in-feet_ Surface type is recorded
as follows;

P (Paved): Shoulder surface is the same as the
highway.

G (Gravel): Gravel shoulder.

The following characterstics are displayed in map format for MAPPED INFORMATION
gach assessment unit.

VEGETATIVE SCREENING POTENTIAL @

Screening potential is a relative indicator of the vegetation's
abiity to screen objects from sight, and is dependent on
density, seasonal character {coniferous/deciducus) and
canopy height. It is an important measure of an area's (
sensilivity to visual medification, and is useful in anticipating (
visual impacts of proposed land uses. ;f

The inventory evaluates the vegetatjve screening potential of ™
all seen areas. The ratings appear on the assessment unit map,
as the numerator of the fraction. The numercal rating is as
follows:

3 (High): Tall, dense stands of evergresn or mixed
evergreen/deciduous trescover provide an effective
vear-round visual screen.

Frah taton &
g i/ge.ﬂﬂm xremgg

2 (Medmm): Primanly open to semi-open siands of
deciducus or mixed everzreen/deciduous treecover
provide moderate screening potential.

I (Low): Scattered trees and low shrubs provide
Lmited screening ability. Extreme depths of vecetation
are required to adequately screen a structure or

activity.
: P~
: A ) T
O (None): Open grasslands and low shrubs prevent e Rkt

. . 7 / R
visual screening. Low fééjﬁ@?’aﬁm Jfawﬁ biential



@ ViSUAL MAGNTTUDE

VISUAL MAGNITUDE refers to the slope of the visible land
in relafion 1o the posiien of the viewer. For example,
a surface perpendicular to the line of sight allows the entue
surface to be seen. This surface would have a high visual
magnitude. A surface in the viewer's same plane creates a hine
of sight so oblique that most areas are barely wvisible. This

curface would have 2 low visual magnitude.

Visual magnitude 1s delineated on all seen area maps, as the
denominator in the fracuons. Rannes are as follows:

3 {Low): Visible landscape surface parallel 10 or
sloping away from viewers line of stzht.

7 Mediumy Visible landscape surfaces gently sloping
(75%) to somewhat steep ( 1005 as perceived from
Viewer pOsItICn.

U (theh):  Visible landscape surface vertical or nearly
vertical as perceved from viewer s posilion.

@ VISUAL ABSORPTION CAPABILITY

VISUAL ABSORPTION CAPABILITY 15 an indicator of the
landscape's ability to abserb visual mod:ification such as
roads, housing development, and timber harvests. It is here
derved from vegetalive SCTEENING potential and visual
magmude nformation.

A relative index of the Visual absorption capability 1s
evaluated for all seen areas, using the following mathematic
formula:

Visual Absorption Capability (VAC) = Vegetative Screening
Porential (VSP) + Visual Magmitude (VM)

Low fom/ﬁbgmbdz Capability ratings are as {ollows:

/ 3 (High): Veegetauve screening potential and visual
magnitude  together indicate that most landscape

modifications can readily be screened if properly sited
and designed. VSP + Vit 4

7 (Medium}: Vegelative screening potential and visual
magnitude are such that most landscape modifications
cemain visible from the highwav. The actual visual
ympact of modifications will depend on 1S Type,
design, considerabons and sing, but can generaldy
remain subordinate to the overall landscape character.
VSEP + VM = 4

Lo i, .- 3 g
_fi-}” L‘/‘?_L’fﬁlf z"jféor‘rpﬁp[) ”tl i | {Low}  Vesetative screening potenual and visual
Cpabiify auals i Viewal W’g/?l‘ﬁ/ magnitude values indicate that landscape modifications
TN T are highly visible and g ly c: be sc i
J//?d 1, . . ehly and zenerally cannot be screenegd.
Y Feqetanon :ﬁfdf)//]g VSP + VM 4. _

ﬂofm #4

Additional charzctenstics recorded on the assessment unit
maps are the following:



S
S Assgotment

ASSESSMENT UNIT BOUNDARIES {h

The approximate location of each assessment unit s
indicated by this symbol:

VIEWSHEDS (seen areas) )

VIEWSHEDS is a term commonly emploved to describe all
those land surfaces that are visihle from a given viewpoint. In

this inventory, mapped viewsheds correspond tc those land

surfaces seen from the road from all points within the \
assessment umt. Viewsheds were determined in the fleld.

using 1:63,360 (1 inch equals one mile} U.S.G.S. topographic

quadrangles and  aerjal photographs, when available.

Viewsheds are indicated on the mnventory maps by heavy \
paraliel lines. Those seen areas with similiar visual absomtion ’\\\
capability characteristics are indicated with their parallei lines

running in the same direction.

DISTANT VIEWS @)

Viewshed maps were prepared for only those lands within
21/2 10 3 miles on either side of the roadway. More distant
visible landscape features were recorded by shaded arrows

indicating the direction of the wview, its dominance, or
duration and what is seern,
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PART TWO: SOME WAYS TO INTERPRET SCENIC RESOURCE
INFORHATICON

The reader should be familiar with such terms as
viewshed,. intrinsic visual quality, landscape character
type, assessment unit, visual absorption capability

-all of which were described in part one. Part two .
demonstrates some of the ways scenic resource information
can be displayed and interpreted to help guide land

and natural resource decision-making. While the
examples given here are specific to the George Parks
Highway - the concepts and Lechnigues are applicable

to scenlc resources along any highway as well as along
rivers, trails, around recreation areas and communities.

Probably the most useful way that scenic resource
information can be displayed i1is 1n map format. In map
ferm 1t can most readily be used in combimaticn with
cther landscape physical, biological and socio-ecoamic
characteristics to 2id in land planning and management
decisions. Six different illustrative maps are shown
here, each demonstrating a different aspect of the
$Cenlc resource inventory data. A portion of the
George Parks Highway around the community of Nenana
has been used to illustrate these mapping technigues.

Interesting and significant patterns emerge from
scenic rescurce data in mapped form. Continuous
stretches of highway with exceptional scenic resource
value, areas with high visual absorption capability
such that land and resocurce development might more
¢aslly be accommedated from a scenic resource point of
view, and important views are some of the patterns

which can have significance with respect to land use
planning decisions.

Other graphic display techniques can be helpful in
tdentifying additional patterns. Graphs displaying
§cenlc resource values by assessment unit for the
entire highway can be helpful to understanding overall
rescurce distributicn patterns. Following the six
interpretative maps can be found five graphs comparing
lntrinsic visual quality, composite visual quality acnd
visible roadside land use for the entire George Parks
Highway. The field data from which these maps and
graphs were developed can be found in part five of

this report. This data may be used to geénerate similar
maps and develop other graphic techniques for evaluating
the scenic resources aleng the George Parks Highway.



APPLICATIONS

The information contained within  this scenic resource
nventory was designed to be useful in conjunction with
other physical, biological and soclo-economic landscape
characteristics in management and other land related decision
making. Information set comparisons can be accomplished
primarily through interpretative map overlays and graphs.
The potentials also exist for computer bhased storage,
mapping and analysis of this information alone or in

.combination  with other data. Some Interpretation

techniques applications and recommendations. Interpretative
maps will use that portion of the road passing through the
community of Nenana for illustrative PUrposes.

I Comparison of Intrinsic Visual Quality

This can be accomplished in the following manner. [ntrinsic
visual quality values for ali assessment units within a single
character type (or for all character types) are grouped into
three categories; high, medium, and iow. The viewshed (seen
area) for each unit can then be color coded or shaded
according te its group rating. The resultant map gives 3
relative indication of areas of high scenic resource value. See
facing page for an example of an intrinsic visval quality map
for that portion of the road passing through the community
of Nenana. Contiguous units with “high'" intrinsic visual
quality ratings suggest that scenic corridor or scenic highway
designations, with apprepniate management cuideljnes. might
be approprate. Similarly, those isolated units of "high"
intrinsic visual quality surrounded by lands of lower values
could suggest that special consideration be given to these
lands to take advantage of the special  landscape
characteristics occurring there. It should be noted rthat a
variety of other important factors. such as land ownership,
Us€ pattermns and important resource locations nes 0 be
considered in  conjunction  with the sCenic resource
information.

On the map on the facing page, note thar the lands around
the community of Nenana have high intrinsic visuai quality
ratings. The land use impact map on the following page
indicates that these lands alsc are subject 1o commercial.
industrial and residential development. This sugegzsts that
careful land management and design considerations could be
employed to reduce these adverse impacts and respond to the
high visual quality potential of this landscape.
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2 Land Use Impacts

The intensity of human activity and its impact on scemic
resources is evaluated through the cultural urpact data for
¢ach assessment unit. Values cculd be grouped into "hagh,"
"medium" and "low" categories. This information ean be
displayed graphically through 2 color ceded or shaded
viewshed map such as the one shown on the facing page. This
type of map can indicate where existing land use patterns
severely impact the scenic resources, as well as those areas
where human activity has remained in scale and harmony
with the character of the land. When this information ic
compared to the intrinsic visual quality map ({see preceding
page), those iands of high scenic resource value which have
been impacted by land use activities can be identified. This
would suggest that these areas may require careful onsite
analysis to determine management techniques 1o reduce this
impact,
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3. Viewsheds and Visibility Frequency

Often land planning and management decisions require a
deterrnination  of whether a certain  development or
management activity will be wisible ¢r not. Composite
viewshed maps give good approximations as 1o the extent of
foreground and middleground seen areas, as well as an
indication of which lands are viewed {rom more than one
assessment unit. Thus for example, by using this map, a
proposed clearcut or gravel extraction site could be evaluared
as to whether or not it would be visible from the road as wel}
as whather it might be viewed from more than one
assessrnent unit. The map on the facing page depicis a
viewshed and visibilitv frequency map. Note that lands across
the Tanana River north of the community of Nenana are
visible from three or more assessment units., These lands
could be considered to be particularly sensitive since land
development or modification could be highly visible from a
number of vantage points along the highway.
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4. Visual Absorption Capability

As noted in the preceding section, the visual absorption
capability is an index of the ability of the topography and
vegetation to screen or reduce the visibilityv of a landscape
maodification. Maps indicating "high,” "medium' and low
visual absorption capability can be generated from this
inventory information (see map on facing page). Lands rated
“high”  suggest that development and/or landscape
modification could occur without being highly visible, while
those areas rated "low' indicate that any activity occurmng
there wouid be highly visible. It must be noted that onsite
inspection and adequate design considerations nesd o be
employed in all cases; however, the visual abscrprion
capability reflects those areas where design cosis and
environmental impacts can be minimized.
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5. Views

Maps indicating the location of viewpoints and unique
natural and manmade visual elements can be generated from
the inventory data. This information can be useful for
evaluating places for potential recreational wavside or scenic
tumout development. These maps can aiso be helpful in
determining where large structureas (buildings,
communication towers, power lines) may block or imnterfere
with distant views. Furthermore, stretches of road with only
limited views out can be evaluated to determine if vegelation
modification or alternatjve road alignments may be employed

to improve the quabty of the experience by creating distan:
views.

Note the view patterns on the map on the facing page,
Numerous views both due north to the uplands above the
Tanana River and south to the Alaska Range accur from the
community of Nenana south. Mt McKinley is visibia only
from the southemmost assessment unit shown on the map.
North of Nenana, distant views are for the maost part absen:.
This information suggssts two opportunities, First, north of
Nenana there may exist places where views across the Tanana
lowlands to the distant Kuskokwim foothiiis could be created
through landscape modification, Secondly, the southemn
portion of the highway may be a good location for a turnout
Or rest area due to thé expansive views in all four directions
and the view of Mt. McKinley.
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GRAPH 1 INTRINSIC VISUAL QUALITY

interplay of itg vVarious components oy elements. Tt

i ility to create visually distinctive
and pleasing Patterns of form, lire, color and texXture,
Nathematically the intrimsic visual quality is the
lumerical sum of the following variables:

land-sky interface
landform

landcover

waterform

surprise

anticipatiaon
sequential diversity
lateral views

unique visual elements

Along the George Parks Highway, intrinsie visual
quality values range from a low of 6.5 to a high ¢of
246.  The mean value was 14. The intrinsic visual
quality ratings were grouped into three categories:

High ( 16)
Moderate ( 13 16)
Low ( 13)

It is of interest to Dote that aside from the Nenana
Gorge character type in which all assessment units
scored high, all other Character types generally
display a wide range of intrinsic visual quality
ratings. Consequently, the recommendations found in
part three break the character types down into smallex
units (called visual Tesource management units.)
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1t presently exists.
Along the George Parks Highway, the composite wvisual

quality ranged frop a low of -6 to a high of 20. The
mean value was 8. The composite visual Quality ratings
were grouped into three Categories:

High ( 11)
Moderate ( 8 11)
Low ( 8)

recemmendations.

The reader should Compare the patterns on this graph

with those of the previous one. The visual impact of
some land developments can be significant - as can be
S€eN 1in some assessment units ending up with negative
values. It is of interest to note that while the

along this portion of the highway. This graph is a
good indicator of where work needs to be done to

‘restore some of the scenic resource values intrinsic
to these landscapes.
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GRAPH 3 NUMBER CF RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES VISIBLE
FROM THE HIGHWAY

Parks Highway. From a scenic rescgurce Perspective,
residential land use generally has 2 lower visual
impact thap almost any other land use. Residential
Bse tends to disturh the land less, leave trees and |
shrubs, and brefer an orientation away from the rcad.
Additidnally, residences provide POints of interest
and variety along many portions of the George Parks
~Highway. Only when residential deve

does it detract fronm Scenic resources. At present
this happens ip only a few locations. Yet the

S
Not Suprisingly visible residential development tends
to be high near Anchorage and Fairbanks, and decreases
Progressively as one moves tarther away from these
.areas. Breaks in this Pattern indicate large areas of
public lands - such as the Tapana Ridge lands southwest
of Fairbanks a2nd Fort Richardseon Military Reservation
€ast of Anchorage, or areas which are undevelopable
such as the Matanuska-Susitna Delta. The greatest
visual impact of residentizal development is found near
&nchorage (assessment units 10, 11, 12, 15, 17, 18,
21), Wasilla and the lower Susitna Valley (assessment

units 28, 30, 33, 36, 41) and near Fairbanks (assessment
unit 188).
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GRAPH 4 NUMBER OF COMMERCIAL STRUCTURES VISIBLE FroM
THE ROADWAY

C

businessess) aleng most of the George Parks Highway is
still relatively low. As would be expected, "relatively
intensive" development ( 5 stores visible from roadwav)
°ccurs only around existing communities (Eagle River,
Birchweod, Wasilla, Willew, Trapper Creek, Cantwell
Healy and Nenana). This graph most clearly points our

and the long Stretches of highway with only one eor two
SCattered commercial sStructues. Clearly today, aside
from the Wasilla commercial strip, there exists great
OPpPortunity to Play a role ip the sensitive commerical

Same time takes ipto consideration the SCenic resource
values present.
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GRAPH 5 NUMBER OF INTERSECTIONS WITH THE CEORGE
PARKS HIGHWAY

The number ¢f highway intersections can be an indicztor
of a variety of concerns related to roadside land
Management. Some of these concerns include the following:
Strip commercial development

potential safety hazards.
in short distances Create m
Ltraffic hazards as a result
leaving vehicles,

Numerous intersections
any potential
of entering and

intensive recreational

use of areas adjacent
to the highway.

visual distractions tgo mctorists, both as a
result of the need to be aware of entering
and leaving vehicles as well as the required
signing, turning lanes and other visual
clutter needed to manage n

umerous intersections
and turnoffs.

potential future roadway development requirements -
such as frontage roads, turning lanes,

overpasses, and controlled access sectiens

to safely deal with some of the problems

intrinsic to highway intersections.

At present, there appears to be two distinect situations
along the George Parks Highway. One is the controlled
access situation as found op the roadway leaving
Anchorage. This pProvides 2 minimum of intersections
and, as a result, a mininum of safety hazards along
with relatively safe System for moving vehicles through
communities. The price for this is very high economically,
and environmentally because 1t requires wide roadwavs
and extensive landscape alteration. The other situartion
1s at the Opposite exXtreme - no control alomg a pnarrow
two lane roadway. This is typical along most of the
Jighway.  What ie needed is a method of realizing the
advantages of the controlled access highway while not
tequiring the enormous economic and environmental
costs. The most direct way to accomplish this would

be to today develop control of intersections with the
highway and developing frontage commerical roads along
those areas where roadside commerical development
requires visibility and easy access. The total lack

of any control as is evident today, generally leaves

as the only other option zn expensive controlled

access freeway bypass. This graph indicates some of
the problem areas which Alaskans are going to have to

pay for sometime in the near future such as around
Wasilla and Nenana.
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PART THREE: SUMMARY OF MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS
SPECIFIC TO THE GEORGE PARKS HIGHWAY

Thwe scenic resources of the George Parks Highway are

of considerable value to Alaskans living and commuting
along 1t as well as the thousands who travel it for
business aand pleasure. As with any valuable resocurce,
some type of management strategy OT planning is deemed
nacessary Lo preserve areas with very high scenic
resource values, to improve those aress where man made
diversity can enhance the driving experience, and to
restore areas where the scenic quality has been severely
ercded by landscape alteration.

How can one manage scenic rescurces? The visible
landscape ofren includes thousands of acres of land.

The seen area or viewshed constantly changes with the
movement of the viewer. Scenic resources are often
subjective, what 1s beautiful to one person may not te

as actractive to another. Additionally, scenic resources
i not scand alone. Lands with valuable scenic resources
are often the very same lands wich valuable stands of
timber, good agricultural soils, high mineral potential,
s well as subject to recreational, commercial and
residential use pressures. Despite these problems,
scenlc rescurcaes are manageable.

Management of scenic resources 1s generally not 2
question of scenery verses mining, scenery Verses
residential development. Scenic resources most often
lznd themselves to a multiple use management sirategy.
Such a stracegy generally focuses on how to realize
land development and resource use while at the same
time not destroying the scenic resource values. There
are places when, in order to respect high scenic
rescurce values, other i1atensive land uses such as
clear cut logging or strip mining might oot be allowed.
At the same time there are many times where, through
caraful predevelopment planning and design consideratioans,
a mine or logging may be realized and scenery not
significantly devalued. For the most part, this set

of recommendations strives to point out places and
types of acticns required to protect the unique scenic
values found along the George Parks Highway while at
the same time allowing other land and resource uses as
deemed necessary by public demand and planning study.

Before going 1nto detail regarding the nature of the
scenic resource management recommendations, 1T must be
mantioned that this material should be used in conjunction
with cther physical, blological and socio-ecaonomic

data for sound land and resource planning decisions.

This scenic resource data,

and these recommendations
nzesd

to stand side by side with scil capability and



Suitability studies, veget
animal habitat concerns,
other information.

ation maps, mineral potential,
human land use batterns and
A scenic resource lnventory is yet

Scenic resource management considerations regarding
the lands along the George Parks Highway are closely
linked to twg important considerations - foreground
lands and land ownership patterns. The viewshed or
visible landscape perceived from 3 vehicle moving
along the highway, is commonly divided into three
Zones; foreground, middleground and background. The
foreground is that Portion of the visible area to a
distance of % to % mile from the viewer. The

referred to as the background. 0f these three distapce
Z00es, in most instances jt is the foreground which is
Most critical to the quality of the view experience.
Foreground areas Can create spaces, frame and define
views, and screenp objectionable areas. Foreground
larnds are where iandscape details such as colors and
Lextures are most clearly evident. Foreground iands
treate variety and visual change in the Perception of
the landscape more so than the less dvnamic middleground
and background distapce zones. The foreground areas
invite the viewer to stop, rest, and participate in

the envircoment. And, foreground lands can either
"make" or "break" a view. For example, a very pleasing
view of Mt. McKinley or Mt Susitna would undoubtedly
be considered of greater value if a qujet lake, trees
and a cabin define the foreground rather than if it is
dominated by au open gravel pit or a jumbled array of
signs, Parking lots and commercial establishments.

The George Parks Highway scenic rescurce recommendaticns
foeus on foreground lands. Such an emphasis is logical
in light of the abeve mentioned consideraticns and at
‘the same time allows for ancther important consideration.

It means that scenic resource management -- rather
than attempting to deal with thousands of acres comprising
the highway viewsheds -- Can concentrate on a small

but mest important part of these thousands of acres.

Land ownership is the second important concern with
Fespect to scenic resource management along the George
Parks Highway. It is undoubtedly the mest important
factor to be considered with respect to the implementation
of these or any other land and resource management
recommendations. Successful implementation of most




recommendations would be relatively easy if all

toreground lands were under the ownership’ od
responsibility of a single private owner ¢ public

agency. However, the ownersulp patterns along the .
George Parks Highway are extremely complex. Ownership
includes the Federal government (managed by a variely

of separate agencies such as the Bureau of Land Management,
National Park Service, and U. S. Army) the State of
Alaska (similarly with anumber of separate managing
agencies such as Deparument of Natural Resources,
Department of Trensportation and Public Facilities and
Department of Fish and Game), local goveruments (Fhree
boroughs and numercus large and small communities),
native village and regional corperation (AHTNA, Cook
Inlet Region, Inc., Doyon Ltd., regional corporations

and Cantweil, Menanz, Montana Creek village corporations),
as well as hundreds of other private individual land-
owners. 1t should be obvious that any effort to

develop a consensus and unified land management direction
for such a diverse array of interests and points of

view would be extramely difficult - particularly with
respect to something as new, subjective and of non-
quantifiable economic refurn as scenic resgurces.

Along the George Parks Highway there are generally
three differect land ownership patterns, esach with a
somewhat different set of implications regarding
management implementation. The filrst condition 1s
where a single public agency has responsibility over a
considerable contiguous portion of the foreground
landscape. This condition provides the easiest
opportunity for visual resource management. Examples
would be stretches of road through Denail State Park
(under the primary jurisdiction of the Department of
Matural Resources, Division of Parks), the roadway in
tle. MeKinley National Pavrk (under the jurisdiction of
the U 5. Department of the Interior, National Park
Service), forested roadside uplands hetween Nenana and
Fairbaniks (under the jurisdiction of the State Department
of Natural Resources) and perticns of Fort Richardson
filitary Reservation outside of Anchaorage. Since we
are dealing with public lands in this case, decisions
are subject to public influence and review, however,
the need tor considerable interagency coordination
would be minimized. Unfortunately, this conditien is
typical only to a few portiocns of the highway.

The second condition is where foreground roadside

lands are predeminantly under the jurisdiction of two
or three public agencies. In such cases, the CPPOrtunity
SX1sLs for cooperative land management strategies

without tne intensive demands for coordination and
ioteractlon amongst a great many people. As noted

above, such management decisions again would be subject



Lo public bParticipation ang review, however, the Lask
1s much simpler when one °r two public entitieg are
involved. Foreground Portions of the fighway in the
Matanuska Susitna borough, where it is predominantly 2
MiXture of stace and borough ownership, offer such !
CPPOrtunity for jeint scenic IE€Source management. It
“Unity mav soon hbe leste
dispose of this roadside
lons be initiated now

The third condition is where the foreground lands are

4 complex pattern invelving mény landowners --
Particularly brivate individuasls, Unfortunately, a

large portion of the Parks Highway is this way. With
Feéspect to visual rescurce Mmanagement, this complex
ownership patterp bresents the greatest challenge --

Lo coordinate the variety of interests, points of view

and management tesponsibilities. Spaljy Private landowners
are often not specifically concerned about scenic
Tésources. They often feel that their individual lots

are not of great significance, 2nd they often have a

poor understanding 0f scenic resource management

options such as greenbelrs, design standards and site
Planning techniques, Consequently, one important task

cf a scenic resource management strategy is that of

public education -- convincing landowners and managers

of the value of scenic fesources and the options
available tqo Manage them for their benefit. In those
areas where this complex OwWnership pattern exists,
public meetings seem like a valuable first Step in in
developing this public consensus tegarding the sensitive

For Purposes of making the fanagement recommendations
gasier to 8rasp, the George Parks Highway has been
divided into a series of short segments which are

concerns. Management Lecommendations fall into four
broad tategories: scenic highway designations, design
and planning coasiderations, opportunities, and problems.

1. SCENIC HIGHWAY DESIGNATIONS
——=— AL LEo GNATIONS

Those stretches of the George Parks Highway with the
very higest scenic Lesouvrce values as identified by
this inventory are recomnended for official designation
as "scenic highway." Such a designation would need to
be made by the State Legislature through the State
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Bepartment of Tranmsportation ang Public Fac:
the Department of Natural Resources .

S1grs could be posted along these stre
alerting the public to the fzer thar

lities and

A svstem of

tches of roadway
the scenic resources
Te exceptionally

"Official designation' ag a scenic highway could
accomplish a numher of things. First, it would be an
important Step towards building = Public awarepess of
SCtenic resource values. It could Create a public
demand ang eXpectation for special land management
within these areas. Such demands ang eXpectations

veérage to the implementation of
Management Strategies. It could

Hers to take special considerations
in roadside land develcpment within thege areas, as

well ag Spurring a public pride in keeping these areas
free of litter, $igns and other unsightly visual
clutter. Finally, such a designation would set an
important Precedent -- Paving the way for similar
designations and management Strategiesg throughout
Alaska's state highway sSystem.

could also set the stage for
ission or advisory group to

Strategies for scenic resource
Tanagement within thege areas. Team membership should

be directed or coordinated by Tepresentatives from the
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities and
the Department of Natural Resources. One of these

techniques. Representatives of the various public
agencies and private individuals owning or managing
foreground lands within these designated scenic highway
areas would also be asked to barticipate, as well as
any other interested individuals.

, and some

Scenic easements along public lands bordering highways
and along streams and rivers which highways Ccross;
performance standards for the removal of vegetation or
the alteration of topography within foreground lands
adjacent to the roadway,; standards for the location
size and materials used in commercial signing alecng

scenic highway stretches of roadway; rétention of



development rights of lands adjacent to the roadway in
state and local government land disposal programs;
requiring professional design services including
landscape architacts for large land developments
adjacent to the roadway; developing state and local
govermment policies on the character of commercial,
residential and industrial land developments adjacent
to roadways; esncouragement of special land development
management considerations 1in particularly f;aglle
areas from a scenic resource point of view (cpen
tundra, bogs, salt marshes); integration of scenic
resource data and management strategies inm regional
and local planning efforts. Those visual resource
management units where a scenic highway designaticn 1s
recommended contain additional concepts and strategles
for the management of the scenic resources. The
appendix to this report contains a copy of The Scenic Route,
A Guide For the Official Designation of Scenic¢ Highway,
July 1975 developed by the Sctate of Califeornia. Some
of this information would be useful to implementation
strategies for a similar concept 1n Alaska. Included
1n it 1s a sample ordinance cities and counties could
use in designating a scenic highway and managing B
private lands adjacent to scenic highways.

2. LANDSCAPE DESIGN AND LAND PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS

Many of the recommendations regardiag the care and
management of the scenic rescurces along the George
Parks Highway might be classified as either employing
a landscape design or land planning skill. Wwhile in
many ways landscape design and land planning skills
and techniques may be considered to overlap, for
purposes of this discussion they will be dealt with
separately. Landscape design may be considered to
reter to all of the ways that onre can conscientously
manipulate the topography, land cover and man-made
objects to accomplish a '"task." Socme of these tasks
might be to hide, te enhance,

to restore, accent, Or
organize.

Trained landscape architects are those most
commonly versed in the variety of techniques relatead
to landscape design. Land planning considerations are
a bit broader in scepe than the more site specific
landscape design considerations. These focus more on
the way lands and natural resources are used. Land
planning techniques often set the stage, or provide
the context where landscape design skills can he
employed. Since these two concepts, land planning and
landscape design (specific site planning) are complementary
they are considered together here. All of the land
planning and landscape design tools and techniques
mentioned here are relevant to the other three

recommendarion categories (scenic highway designations,
epportuaicies, and problems).



LANDSCAPE DESIGN CONCEPTS
—=—— Meo bl LUNCEPTS

Descriptions of some landscape design techniques
follow. Place where some of these ideas might be
applied can be foupnd within the narrative for each
visual resource Management unit.

Landscaping and roadside vegetation mana

gement within
the existing right-of-way.

scenic quality of the foregrqund lands along the
George Parks Highway because right-cf-w
eatirely within the
agency - the State [
Public Facilities.

ay lands are
jurisdiction of a single managing
cpartment of Transportation and

The greatest impediment to

yres of recommendations are the
generally very standardized angd unimaginative right—of-way
Danagement techniques Presently employed along roadways

in Alaska and throughout the country. TFederal highway
support funds oftep Carry with them numerous standards

and restrictions. However, the following concepts,

all of which are presently employed along some highways
throughout the country, would not diminish the Parks
Highway's utility or safety and would sigrnificantly

add to the scenie quality of the particularly sensitive
foreground distanca ZCne. Some rightof-way design
consideration might include:
Median strip tree and shrub plantings on
divided porticns of the highway. Such
plantings can be especially effective with
the use of natjive plant materials. 1Ip many
tases, native vegetation will invade an area
naturally if intensive measures to prevent
this are not taken. Such a concept is
particularly applicable along the George
Parks Highway as it Leaves Anchorage. It
would also be a significant concern with
respect te new highway construction, whereby
vegetation within the median strip could be
left 2s undisturbed as possible.

Imaginative use of wildflowers, grasses and
other visually distincrive erosion control
plantings on the cut and fill banks of the
highway. Presently, the Poppy plantings
near Eklutna, and the wilg iris displays
near Eklutna Flats are good examples of how
wildflowers add to the scenic quality of the
driving experience. Such extremely colerful
plantings would not he desirable evervwhere
because they would lose their distinctive
charm and uniqueness. However, they can be



an important accent. Experimentation into
the use of other flowers along the right-of-way
should he conducted.

Develop more imaginative Ctreatment of the
highway right-of-way edge. Presently, the
highway right-of-way is for thie most part
maintained equally on both sides of the road
snd for most of its length. The result 1s
that visuzl variety is minimized. This 1s
of particulav concern where the roadway
passes through level terrain with dense
stands of trees on either side of the highway.
Yariabilicty in the clearing and maintenance
of the right-ef-way could be a function of
more cthan asesthetics; wider clearing could
he done on southern edges to zid 1a the
heating of the rcad surface during the
spring and fall, selective clearing around
common moose crossing areas could heslp to
reduce moose kill problems, and leaving
trees and shrubs closer to the roadway can
in certain instances reduce drifting and
blowing of snow. The key to this design
concept is not to treat both sides of the
road equally - rather to create spatial aand
experiental variety through the variable
clearing and suppressien of right-of-way
trees and shrubs.

TURNHOUTS AND LITTER BARREL SITES

Along the George Parks Highway there presently exists
numercus roadside turnouts, some with litter disposal
facilities, a few with voilets, many without any
facilities. Many of these turnouts were previously

used as gravel extraction or construction staging

sites - suggesting that aesthetically and functisenally
they lack many characteristics desirable for a roadside
rest area. Most of them are simply de facto rest

areas, since there are at present few developed roadside
rest and camping areas. Consequently, almost all

places lack any sensitive site design and organization
characteristics and site development ofren consists of
rno more than orange litter barrels and an active
suppression of any form of vegetative cover within a
poorly delineated parking area.

Two things are ot
concern here. First,

roadside rest areas and turnouts
need to be a part of a system of such facilities, all
properly locaced, sensictively designed, constructed,
and maintained so as to adequately meet the demands of
the traveling public. At tHe moment there does not
ex1st a system of roadside rest areas all along the

highway. This subject i1s dealt with more carefully on



the following discussion concerning
The second concern relates to the ac
of these rest areas and turnouts.

design Principles should be the bas
of rest areas and turnouts once the
Systematically planned znd located.

"opportunities

tual site design

The following basic

is for the development
¥ are properlv and

Locate a visual and sound buffer between ths
roadway and the parking aveas. All parking
facilities, teilets, picnic tables and
litter barrels sheculd be screened from the

roadway - and enough vegetation retained Lo
reduce highway noise.

Litter barrels do not need te be highly
visible from the road to he effective. For
these areas wherse the only roadside facility
is a litter barrel the simple technique of
signs alerting drivers to the presence of a
litter barrel is sufficient. In this way
they can be more discreetly located along

the rcad, and be less distracting to the
scenery.

Rest areas should, as much as possible take
o0 2 unigue character and take advantage of
surrounding landscape features. Not all

rest areas -turnouts should lock and feel
alike. They should take advantage of lakes,
rivers, scenic overlooks, and unique geclogic,
biologic or historic features. Provision
should be made to try to draw the traveler
away from the vehicle for a short time to

Seée, appreciate, and learn about the landscape
he is driving through.

Rest areas and turnouts should clearly
delineate where vehicles are permitted and
not encourage vehicular movement bevend this
area. This is particularly important aleng
streams, rivers and lakeshores - and is at
Present a seriocus problem in many places
along the George Parks Highway.

There needs to be a clear differentiation
between day use and overnight use rest

areas. Day use areas can be sited relatively
close to the highway - and should provide
limited facilities which do not encourage
overnight camping. Overnight use sreas
should be located at least % mile away from
the road. Such facilities are more properly
termed campgrounds, and should be available
near highway rest areas where possible.



Rest areas should take advantage of passive
solar heating. In alaska where temperatures
are almost always below the human comfort
level, 1t 1s sssential that rest areas are
oriented to the south, that wind protectien
is provided, and that rain shelters, toilets,
picnic tables all have a proper solar
orientation and design. Trees are important
design elements more Lo create spaces, act

as windbreaks and provide visual scale and
variety rather than for purposes of shade

for most of the year.

GREENBELTS

Greenbelts are relatively narrow strips of land within
which special land use and management considerations

are deemed necessary to protect scenery, recreational
lands, wildlife, accessibility or other valuable
resources or conditicns. Gresnbelts are most commonly
associated with linear landscape features such as

roads, trails, rivers or shorelines. Greenbelts are
often retained in a natural condition or with a minimum
of land development or alteration. However, a greenbelt
is not always left untouched. AU times a variety of
land uses are compatible within and adjacent Lo greenbelts
the greenbelt designation simply alerting people that
special considerations need to be taken Co protect
certain identified valuable resource or conditicns.
Consequently, it is not as simple as designating an

area 'green belt” - the types of land uses permissible
within it need to be clearly defined. Often these

uses may vary from one side of the road to the other,
and from cne place to another.

Along the George Parks Highway greenbelts would be a
landscape management tool to help protect the sensitive
foreground lands adjacent to the highway and visible
waterways. The width of a greenbelt varies primarily
according to the character of Lhe topography and
vegetation - in some areas a 50 to 100 ft. wide greenbelt
beyvond the highway right-ot-way may be sufficient,
others it may extend for 300 to 1,000 ft. or more.
Because of the nature of the vegetation, and the
nature of surrounding views, some greenbelts should
receive only minimal development. In other instances,
houses, campgrounds and other more intensive land uses
may occur adjacent to and within a greenbelt. Some
specific considerations regarding greenbelt location,
widrth and land uses are pointed out in the discussicns
regarding each visual rescurce management unit.

in

The greenbelt concept needs additional research regarding
1ts implementation in Alaska. The State of Alaska



Presently has a land classification Category called
greenbelt, but it has Presently received 1j

ttle use
because it 1s viewed a

S too restrictive in the land

uses allowed. The legal aspects of a greenbelt
designation through areas of complex OWNnersihip patterng
needs to be explored. It appears that the most direecx

way of accomplishing a greenbelt type landscape management
Strategy would be through zoning laws withigp orgenized
boroughs and municipalities, angd through the state's
Z0NINg power in the dnerganized borough. In spite of
these prodblems, the greenbelt concept remains as

potentially the single most powerful Strategv for
stenic resource management.

LAND PLANNING CONCEPTS
N L LUNLEPTS

The ahove narrative focused on landscape design
considerations relevant Lo

Another whole get of tools,
would fall under the heading

SCenic resource management .
techniques and consideratians

Many of the existing problems
boint of view are the result of the improper use of
lands immediately adjacent to the highway. ‘These
include improper siting of gravel extraction and
coustruction staging activities, uncontrolled commercial
residential and recreational access to adjacent lands,
inefficient SLrip commercial development, and a lack

of an adequate mix of public and private lands adjacent
to the road - Particularly around existing communities
and aleng rivers, lakes and streags. Land use problems
such as thesge not only impact scenic resources, but
numerous, uncontrolled bighway intersections pose
safety hazards, Strip commercial development results

iz inefficient use of energy resources and costly
provision of utilities, and a lack of public land
results ip trespassing and access problems as well as
requiring significant expenditures of public monies to
buy back lands for needed public purposes. Problems
such as these can be eliminated through foresight and
careful planning. The following are some of the more
‘relevant land Planning concepts relating to scenic
[&source management along the George Parks Highway.

, from a scenic quality

y

State Land Disposals

Due to their immediate accessibility, lands adjacent
to the highway are under heavy demand for private
ownership and use. It should to be pointed out that
ctonsiderable roadside lands along the Parks Highway
are already privately owned - particularly along the
Lower Susitna Valley and pear Anchorage and Fairbanks.



The followiog recommendations should be comsidered in
any future state land disposals immediately adjacent
to the roadway.

Mo state land disposals of land immediately
sajacent to the highway along stretches
snder recommendation for scenic highway
designation -not until further research into
methods available to protect the sensitive
foreground distance zone.

Agricultural development would be permissible
on state lands immediately adjacent to the
bighway. In most instances, agricultural
development is compatible with scenic resource
management provided the necessary management
techniques to prevent soil erosion {contour
plowing, windrows) are employed.

Stare land disposals of parcels immediately
adjacent to the highway and within 2 miles

of existing communities should net be permitted
until further study is dope. Such public

lands can have significance as future public
open space, for a variety of future public
uses, and as a means of controlling visually
distracting commercial strip development.

Roadside land dispesals should focus on
those stretches of highway where greater
diversity is desirable. In these areas, the
most compatible roadside uses would be
residential development cr agriculture on
lands capable of supporting this use.

Borcugh and Local Government Land Disposals

At this time, it is recommended that local
governments should not dispose of any land
it owns which is adjacent te the highway
right-of-way and within an area under
recommendation for scenic highway designation.
Further site specific field work would need
ta be conducted in order to determine how to
protect the valuable scenic resources and at
the same time realize the best economic and
social value for the local government.

Along some stretches of roadway, a specific
"greenbelt” width has been recommended,
while along others an additional field
determination needs to De made.

Boroughs and other local governments should
retzin all lands they own which are adjacent



Lo the roadway apd within two miles of

eX1sting communities . This land should

undergo carefyl study as to its hesg: use.

Such lands can help to create visual

diversity - particularly if they remain in a
natural or low development stage while
surrounding lands underge intensive development.
They also may be possible future locations

for parks, schools Or & varilety of other

public facilities. Around most communitiss,
Such remaining public lands can be instrumental
in controlling unsightly and inefficient
commercial strip development .

Borough and other local governments land
disposals should focus - to as much an
extent as possible, on those Stretches of
highway where visual diversity is desired
and where the foreground landscape has 2
high visual absorption Capability.

Local governments should explore methods
available to them for MANaging scenic
resources within their Loundaries. Local
governments, through their zoing power can
influence private land development. Indeed,
this is probably the most direct and easily
realized way that saome control over scenic
Fesources where private landowners are
involved is possible. As already mentioned,
the most important factor is informing the
public about the value of scenic resources.
Consequently public education pPrograms would
need to be a first step in this process.
This could lead to the actual adoption of a
zoning ordinance and performance standards
for land use and development adjacent to the
highway. The appendix to this report has a
sample zening ordinance developed for use in
scenic highway designations in California.

State Land Classification

On state owned land, classification is the existing
tool for management. With respect to scenic resources,
a greenbelt classification could be useful. As with
iccal government zoning, significant efforts need to

be directed towards selling the public on the concept
of & greenbelt. It is recommended that those stretches
of highway identified for scenic highway status and
under state ownership, be placed in a greenbelt
classification. Widths of such greenbelts should be a
minimum of 150° along those portions with a high
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visual absorption capability, and field determined fer
portions with low visual absorption capability ratings.

INCORPORATION OF SCENIC RESOQURCES IN LAND PLANNING
STUDIES

A variety of borough and other local govermment, state
and federal planning efforts are presently being done
for lands through which the George Parks Highway
passes. It is recommended that this scenic resogurce
data and set aof recommendations be made avallable to
everyone involved in land and resource planning along
the highway so that these resource values may be
recognized and steps taken towards implementing or
realizing the recommendations. This study should also
help generate interest or demanding scenlc resource
data for planning efforts throughout the state and
make scenic information a part of the informaticn set
commenly used in land and resource decisicnmaking.

Visual Impace of Roadside Land Use - Guidelines for
Land Planning Recommendations

To date, commercial land development and surface
mining (sand and gravel extractign) have had the most
significant impact oo scenic resources along the
highway. Two concepts can act as guidelines in
encouraging - zoning - or restricting future use of
rocadside lands by public agencies as a result of the
planning process. First, diversity is better than
monotoeny. This principle is valid for land use as
well as for ecological principles. This suggests that

a mix of land uses (residential, commercial, recreatianal,
industrial) 1s visually more desirable than a pre-
dominance of a single one. This is why commercial

strip development has such a high visual impact - the
predominance of a single type of land use over an

extendad portion of the visible landscape. Land

placning recemmendations for lands adjacent teo the

highway sheculd encourage this diversity wherever
appropriate. The second principle is that the visual
rmpact of different types of land uses 1s quite different.
In a general sense the impact may be categorized or
classified into high, medium and low categories.

Visually sensitive aveas would be where land uses in

the low visual impact category might be encouraged,

while high impact land uses would most generally be
located ia areas of low scenic quality and/or high

visual absorption capability. It must be remembered

that without proper site design considerations and in
axtreme cases, land uses indicated as having low

itmpact could conceivably have high impact - however,

these classifications are valid for the types of land

uses typically seen along the George Parks Highway
today.



LAND DEVELOPMENTS

VISUAL IMPACT RATING

Commercial

Industrial

Residential

Recreational

High

High to moderate

Low to
lmpact

Low to
impact

No Negative

No Negative

COMMENTS AND
IMPLICATIONS

Individual commercial develop-
ments can have a relatively low
impacet. However, when groups
of unrelated commercial
developments occur - the impact
increases,

Industrial development can

have a high impact in those
lands immediately around it -
however, unless extensive
industrial develcpments occur -
the visual impacts can be
minimized through sensitjive
Site planning



LAND DEVELOPHMENTS
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VISUAL IMPACT RATING

IMPLICATIONS

Surface Mining -
Including Sand
and gravel
extraction

Timber Harvesting

Intensive
Agriculture
rowW Crops

Less Intensive
Agriculture -
Grazing and Dairy
Farming

High

Moderate to High

Moderate to Low

Low

Do not permit immediately
adjacent to road - leave
buffer strip - preferably
of dense vegetation to
screen. Visually surface
mining takes on visual
interest and leaser impact
as it becomes farther away
trom the viewer.

The visual impact of clearcut
logging is significantly
reduced in those lands

beyond the foreground.
Generally a buffer of 100

to 200 feet from the roadway
right-of-way is desirable

for clearcut activities

Agriculture is generally
compatible with scenic
resource management. Smaller
fields leaving hedgercws
between fields and leaving
poorer solil areas 1in a
natural condition all help

to reduce the visual impact
of agriculture.

Viewed from the road, animails
can be important to enhancing
the scenic resources, par-
ticularly in Alaska where it
is for the most part on
nontypical land use.



OPPORTUNITIES

feource management recommendations
might best be described as opportunities. Opportunicies
relate to areas along the highway where the eX1sting
SCenic resource values, or the driving experience

might be improved through some tyre of action. The

identified along the Geo
of this inventory.

Rest Areas

System of highway rest areas along the
George Parks Highway.

While regt Areas and
5cenic turnouts exist,

they are for the most

d along this highway
Sometime in the furure. The Opportunity

eXiSts to acquire oy retain land now inp
eppropriate locations rather than having
TeSt areas in places which are less aperopriate.

were used to identify
those ideal locatiens Suggested in this

report for future highway rest areas,

At least g¢ne developed~interpretive
rest area per landscape Character type.
This would allow the motorists to
€Xperieace first hand the varietyv of
charateristjcs found in each landscape
that the roadway traverses. Short
trails, educational displays and other
techniques can be helpful to providing
added significance to this rest area.
There are 13 landscape character types
along the George Parks Highway. The
following table identifies what should

be considered as ideal locaticns for
these rest areas.

Rest areas should be located near
attractive places. The sites recommended
bere are either those with a good
Potential for views cutward or pear
attractive landscape features such as
rivers or lakes, or both.

Land ownership was not considered in
the location of these rest areas.
Further tesearch needs to focus on land
ownership around the sites identified



SUMMARY OF ROADS!

DE REST AREA- INTERPRETINE CENTER. RECOMMENDATIONS

LOoCATION Qmmmm%jcmu MILEPOST LANDGCADE CHARRLTER- THEME D\STANCE To ADJALENT
(2ppeorimade. e REST AREA
NOYLTH SOUTH
gridog ovey Caena. Rwex mswwsi& o2 H55 Chena. Rwer Liswlands Chena. - Tanana. Buer lowkand
Fawvanes tarrhants on fleedplain —
. informcdwn. cenfrr . _ o
Estev —Gold Hl n, 29 Chevo. Ry, a0'd :\F?p@
Tonong Ridae - George Farks | . _ .
emerial mﬁgm\cﬂ 2 o B44-45 Tanana Ridge Tanonn Ridge natural
history N B
North - Seouth Uistas along o DAY G Tanzna Ridge - Tanana Ruwer nodural
Tomamnz, ..n&.rvm ?ﬁo@
q;:ng.\u >4 Amxpsﬂﬁrxdcﬁhﬁ 503.6 Nenpna River howlonds ' Interior Alaska viver
penTuwnan. ueds fv.id; natural jﬁn\ﬁuﬁ.ii
river bert transport.
‘Nenana ez Classic
ms,_&&ﬁ over Neaanat @ty MGG Nenana Ewer Lewlands Nenana fwer (owlands
| nadurod S,m&uﬂi
Hezuy overlock— 2475 Nenana Ruer Uplands - coal g - Sﬁ_mﬁo?_

ck Heoly, |
Uplands Natural 559@

— TE Oreps 5 INCPIPLETE —




and measures taken Lo protect these
lards if owned by the state. oy acquire
them if ownegq by other public entities
Or private imdividuals, or look for
other dPPIropriate sites.

Views

The CPportunity
of the roadway tg manipulate the vegeration

OPen up views from the bighway, Such
Gbportunities aye Particularly significant
aleng those Stretches of roag with no ocutward
views for Considerable distacces ang where

gocd views of Special featuresg (Mg, Svsitna,
Me. HcKinley, the Susitna Rivers) are presently
possible but hidden by vegetation.

Absorption of Lang Development Opportunities

There existg the OPPortunity to use the
Ratural ability of the landscapes vegetation
and topography to hide or absorb roadside
land uses, Such areas require a minimal
amount of land tgq Protect foreground scenic

choices for considering lang developments
adjacent to the road.

Create visnal diversity where needed

There exists the opportunity to encourage
land development in areas where presently
little visual diversity exists. Appropriate
land developments apd uses can be encouraged
in these areas in 1 Manner which enhances

the driving experience along the George
Parks Highway .

PUBLIC OWNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Roadside lands are of especially hlgh value
in Alaska because °f their eage of access,
With so few roads, these lands canp definitely
be considered toe be a limited resource.
Already the ownership pattern argund the
lower Susitna Valley (Palmer~WaSilla—Willow)
of almost tetal Private ownership of roadside
land is éxtending northward fropm Anchorage
and southward from Fairbanks. While indeed
there is g, recognized need for accessible
Private land, similarily there is a veed for
some of it to remaip tonder public cwnership.
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Such public lands can be important for
recreational use, access Lo surrounding

lands, provide public open space, be future
sites for nezsded public facilities and

contain natural rescurce values which are of
statewlde significance and best utilized

under public management techniques.
Consequently, retention of some of the

public land adjaceat to the road is desirable.
It should be pointed out that from a scenic
resource management point of view, public
lands can be more easily managed under

public ownership. The following points
highlight some of the considerations with
respect to keeping or acquiring lands adjacent
to the Parks Highway.

All roadside lands suitable for agricultural
development should remain under public
ownership. Only agricultural development
would be permitted. As already mentioned,
agriculoure i1s a land use which has low
negative or generally positive wvisual

impact and consequently would be desirable
in aveas sultable for farming.

Retain or acquire public lands around
lakes and aloaog riverbanks adjacent to
the highway. These i1mmediately accessible
recreational lands should. At least

one viver bank of the four banks adjacent
te highway bridges should be public
should be retained. This land would be
used to provide location for camping,
turnouts, fishing and other recreational
use. Public easements along the other
banks for fishing and hiking access.

The state sheuld retain (or acgquire)
lands in those areas identified in this
repert for roadside rest area locatiocn.

Retain roadside lands which are undevelopable
or have a high development cost. Such

lands have steep slopes, bogs, muskegs,
mudflats, tideflats, and primary floodplains.
These lands are marginal with respect

to developability, and often have

higher visual as well as ecological
significance.

Retain under public ownership all
public reoadside land within 2 miles of



CX1SLing communities until further

study identifies the appropriate use
for such parcels.

PROBLEMS

The George Parks Highway scenjc resourc
identified places where existing land management and
land development significantly impacts upen scenic
resource values. In some places, the Combinations of
signs, buildings, autos and other man-made objects are
SO visually strong as to distract from the surrcuading
landscape views. The expectation of many highway
travelers is high towards seeing wildlife and vast
stretches of wild - undeveloped land. Such viewers

€ lpnventorv

Gccur, particularly in areas of high scenic value ang
where viewer €Xpectations of undeveloped landscapes
are present, the scepic resources can be adversely
affected. This is not to suggest that all man-made
land developments are visually bad or detract from the
scenic resources. Qp the contrary, developments such
as homes, towns, and stores are what mest viewers feel
comfortable with. Viewers remember buman places
(Eklutna Village, Big Susitna Lodge, Mary Carey's Mt.
HeKinley View Lodge, Hurricane Bridge) more so than
natural untouched landscapes. It is when such
developments are out of scale, inappropriate and not
in harmeay with viewer expectations and the surrounding

landscape that it cap be of 2 negative impact ¢n the
SCEN1C resources,

The following set of recommendations identifies those
Places where land development has had a significant
Regative impact on the visual resource values, and
Sl1ggests some steps which need to be taken to remedy
the situation. It peeds to be remembered that almost
all of the problem areas identified here are associated
with private land. This suggests that landscape
reclamation and removal of visually disturbing features
would be largely the responsibility of the individual
landowners. The Department of Transportatiop and
Public Facilities could have some ceontrol threugh
highway right-of-way landscaping. However, it again
Suggests the need for a public awareness - education
program to develop a public understanding and

consideration of the visual quality of the landscape
in which they live.

The following pages contain the more specific
recommendations for the management of the scenic
resources along the George Parks Highway. As already



mentioned, these recommendations are organized around
visual resource management units (VRMU) which are
stretches of highway with similar management
consideraticns. Visual resource mapagement Unit No. 1

begins at Anchorage, and the last VRMU, Number 28 1is
at Fairbanks.
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hsual Resoer /ilﬂnaéamenf st numtber Taree. (s ap,or’mmm‘ 22
nules o hiphwny passuy threugh the urbaniyuig preas of B:Mwaaﬁ’ and
fotans Creak,, e Sarul pescurce values of us olrefh. @fhfgm“zm
lewr | and there 15 considaryble Uisthlz rondsude, commercial ) res had
AchuilG | numereus (nfensechens y 5/@#5 | legprs anel cther diséractums, Tus
viren. 15 bounded. to the north tnad South by Strerches of readwny of very
h:gh ccanit. peseurce valde | Thug |, if B here recommendezel from & searuc
resource manadement pout of vew , Thal necessary fuhue huppurang
ralated tand clevelopments be enccuraged. i the ared. zad net G
vrmU no 2 ¢atnfitdtzir‘e[</ to the <outh nad URMU no. 4 to the north,

PRIMARY pMANAGEMENT REWCHMMECATIONS

¢ Ercuragu necassary fubure readside related commercial developmant
(oithan Hug wren vather than mmdzﬁ/@ o the north or o the outh,

¢ Dcournge frec and. Shrub p’a/zfu-@s ot withun the medoan &m{'; .
nnd, the shoulder nvea whhin the night-ofway, Arfwe trees
(birdh | speuce ) pottonweoedd ) would 565”‘?521’;2/ Segten the Jisuwad
iipact ot enkensyue (and developmerd, (sl tus aren.

¢ Crccurdfe (andscaputy wrounct ety aomumercal clrslopmants
el recommend, That i the fudure, ‘5’32'8 & struchues which wil
b Uischit from the roaduy atfempls o refatn porhens Gf the natusad
grruce-birchs dirast are Token.

¢ Alputian a greenbelt of nuhurat ue@e}’ahon nioy the zbuts of itery
Creed. fromthe bricge wpstream ond downstrenin ( menmam F
Wmile wp Jdowms SEream aand 200 feet beyend The Straambank,
Resulenhgd clevelopment dewdd. oeuv wihid thes greenbelt, howests
Panw el of cuer 0% o the nagural czx;‘:—ff.@ [erw?;mif showld be

diwcouvsped. .
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Ayﬁzzwmz‘ Mzﬁe /53~ 24 \ ///ﬁua[ Kesource /i{zmzzgo_’mcmt Unit 12 &
|

Vieualy Senethed lnds with low visuat

ascephan Capaailitg . No land devdopmart

of dustinbante & norural \_g;,gh;hm\ Lt Hen
Vet mile on @sther SaL ck tna gt o &

- teemmended,

U’{")L&aﬂkﬂ SEOSITICE,
L&M‘x/&{?—@ Ao 'ELLMLL('
\ond. derelepment
vviomiended,

(—eortinaued S0 foung pages ) the wietth of a yreenhelt depends pnmzmgu
Upory e weagfadion. pmd lanet fornu choracter Cwsuzu abserphen aaTocu;mrm)
&f v pondewde land . Withuet these aireas cift » hgh vsual a.ésor/iﬁan_caﬁabm&
“Cﬁﬂglwbw width shouwtd be n muuvium Of 150 fael bo.gond_ the h@ﬁuﬂj‘/

bight-ofway , Other wieas need nddibonal on SUE cualuatiens “o defermune whnt
width mppt be nppropriete . (see. mag ), (Wit fhaﬁffeeﬂ_/?e/* resmowd of crer
75 % of the exstudy ratural vegetatin o Ay gubes [T & howtd. net ke purmitid,

tree plantngs be astablished un varcis locations along the median stegy o
cded tothe ysund vcu*:rztj vl reduce e Visud rrie of the wde th‘j

i
& (Uit the divided. por'z‘wn of the hag!wm:/ i 18 recommended that natue Shrub and

oo

Nt of wewy.

o Othr W recommendeion’ ws poted o Che m‘zzf;g,'
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CAUELA Fothille~ Matpnusba- Kk Celfa Character Types ﬁgg(gw mate J’?f/?:’lj 2 3 ad

FRPRITHRRIRIVRSINIIR SARe 2P S

CHERERAL |
Lol reseUrce manaigement cnit number four extends fronv Miror bafi:z
e ztppr‘c}%bmdfé{j Hwo miles north of the Mutanuske. Rodr br’rdgﬂ.?'hfs
Stratch of highway contans axceptondl SCUuC rescurce values. It 1S
a«specxaﬂj meor’z‘zmb because of ifs pm'x:'mfu‘g fo Ancherage nnd thf:
resulfant (nRASIVE use (f receives yaar roundd, Mumegrous recreafonad
wnd scerue wtfrachions scear aleap the highway o are ‘aﬁbl'[ Accessle
rom (F (Thuaderbid, Fals, Ekluma. Natie yillage , Murror kake [ Matanuséa-
kit Datta. | oid ek, Avghumy bﬂtt{gc& ). Furthermore |, geed uviews of
Wiy promenent” (andderms mciu,duzﬁ Twd Peaks, p(@h?ee_p fenk , The
rfrrin fisantans and pit. Susitna pbeund, oadscde {a_nd use :,-;
restricted pr‘:.mzi.w'&/ +o the, area arcund The new Ek/u*r’n;z /z@é,uzuf bmdﬂ@,

PRINARY MANAGEMENT RELDMMENDATION S

Vieudi{ vesource miamagemerntt (nit numibec 4 ehculd. be cfficcaly dasgnétf;f,{
n Geanic r/r_'gfzwa/y wand measares Should be Take “to pretect (he mﬂf‘wﬁf
Heanit ?,aafr'hcﬁ Lwlthet this stratch of rcadway, (Seepage — for a dswssin
5 what o Geent tfigfuiny clesiglation mght” antadl ). The flleworiy measares
cans hely to nwre “that scaic %ualzﬁ/ 1S mauttfaoed

¢ Establish v hghway greenbel? (see page for dz*scnpfwﬂ) atory THhE
Aghway witha ths management wnit (aorfinued. potter & facng paérz,)

Conmaroll devtloprant tund trader pert cowld
uey ‘aeder LLreenu btj Lrees o reduce wisuad mem,.t",

Trtensve land dearung amd tondform mod{fuatud.
o ertraduon vad, consleuchum, ghrguay varat, .
TS awren, 1% (‘\W nerst o the h@uu’{j and o land
reclowashan. tuad, (andacape plaw shoud. bo deselvped

AL fevepround law mens hawve
paccer o, veuad zwsomhc‘if\ ﬁnpmoih'hj,
Ao LG 0 gregnielt (& rammmenda T

Visuaiw sens it land scape)
Further residentind devtlspment Ghould ~
‘Dﬁet\«{ﬁ'“tommm canch of the nadwrall NP

\Wbﬂm\ DA PUE“:M.(.IL- Corameraal dw(h:pr\m - 'l[ /‘,J' / //’: e
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VR T, hlgbmrwj hauld be discewrnepd. Lo L]
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 Lleyal Feenurce Management. unrt & Assessmaent Unts 25-28
L4 Susima Riler dandscnpe churacir Hre, | Appronmate mileage /9

— - — ]

GHENERAL.

WUl Resoulte Mamamament Upt pumper Gegns ar palmer hry fiafs
near the junchon &f The Parks h;gfwzzﬁ ard (G fenn /ng/zwad Curoff to
Palmes , and erdends westwasd for aﬁgrownafcg 19 miles T2 The By
Lake cutolf. It wcludes the communi’y of wasilla | This <ector of the
Pers fusfuny 15 characienined ‘5.‘/8‘2'7"-7’% low Scernic resource yziues

and inknsioe roadsude (rnd use | Management recommandatiors e ditected
ut Specfi nraas where messares showld b ko, W precent further
deterioration. Of Scerue resources , USR The nofural gisual DHSOT i
C&pa,bf'/r'r‘y LAV poSsebie ) and restere the, j%ftzgmwza' visuat W&@
uhere U s been sevesely encroached. wpon. by devalopmant. gl
wienswe pad use, Land owner‘s/zﬁo /5 the /am'ma-fy it fation to the
MRATYLIMANT of Gents resourcas Wwitho this sres becauce rondsde
fands are, wbmost exclusiel, under Private. pwacmfi?b. Cimi-eﬁuznf@)—
o ae mant cmp/enmtaﬁzn vl be pestricted ¢y the felowirg
Chree Tlratfepies . /m%a/&mg and si7e, pIBMING Luithin the Q’,ﬂsf(liﬁ
hepuny AT -of oy by the State Lepratment of Highwsays | roadscle
w ordundnces and developmmnt Standards by the Matanwska-
ousItNR) borough, | ud. Yiouphy The. ndiidual withatve of praie
(andovmers,

PRIMARL MEVAGEMENT  Lecommenpa 7101, S

® 7o uhlise the ewitihe Migh usung absorpfiom copab ity of ths
londscage, (see mﬁz;sg,

Areas cirdled L nezwy black Lwe howe, hfgjh Jiswnd dsorptum o,apubi-g[.hj
Tz Saetch & hf%‘\um:j own o1 Bas nge. 15 c.haxwe,m%'eab By mixed
residenhad grd cormnecciad dw%-pmemrj%m»ei pite, tearings | cind numercus
LnferseclonS . Houmutr d e W "(}\L\Ie,ﬂj WLLj %gﬁp,s < stm'(g dauacpmm#.@w
aenerally ok wisual woSev (rhom Q&pmiltﬂ Uwoughoud e Surerch o h%@%
sugpests that voudside dwdepment can foke Place. Latthout” waverely atfectuiy
o Qx‘L‘r{:u'\,b v GDun.wl{ & eneasurts e, takon to ywot Coladly remove @il |
nadural landomver and. wake the lond Jm’taﬂd leuels Lie C:u.%_gct That o0 munuriien
s 25% of the noturad land emver 1ond -C?’Pa:jro.ph_)j e Lndisturbzd on those Lok
uwv-&iwd"ei»\ whpeend to the Nigfron |, Those oreas ok Wc_Lad wi olade nowe lewer”
uiswal wagorphion Copaloibity oumd. need cdddional on sdz ewaluckions 4o
| XL WO e Lamd. vaigit beo Aurtioped Leim v inl i g, ot v SCeri
VAU, :

t




A2 DT Wnits 25~ 38 Visunl Resourca Munagement a5

DRIMBRY  NMAAGENENLT BELOMMENDATIONS  (2ontinued )

¥ Sergon the numercns witensive cnouotrid (and wies U‘ﬂm&d@efj adjacert
to the Migpuay ands begun land. reclamadion afforts cn Vhose, arezs |
which we no jonger used. These zuwes primasily gravel oxtraction. TS
aned. awe dicaded. on the ez bj, o asteni sk

é Jeetore Oé)r‘ﬁ,jround visual Z:aﬁx}y LA those mras where wnfensive roudsle
commaranl devalopment nas almost co'r“ﬂ!:zhz@ dastroyed. the natural
veqetatve Cwer andwhere the wbensdy of roadsude land uses Severddy
m&}om& LT ‘e igual aanreamant,  Frotoptiors maagures mcf:_a,.{z

1. %nwuragJen'mﬁ Qﬁ ﬁ;ﬁ%gf rzueazfm proc@ss where /oossw/e,_ A.
brush stage ( wr'{Towralcérs ) wdll wsually precede 2 stand of bk
wnel pruce.

4. szaﬁt/@f /ﬁndscapmﬁ arowncl Q‘)O“thf.'ﬂ parény areas 2l

partiadacly betuwae) the highwey P of Wy wnd parkacy los

A, reduca the number of Pos_mb/@ highureny Turnoff areas, A Fontage,

road. along these areas with frrhiuwdady vifensice commercial
3 dagtlpmant, would syppificanty reducy B cafely hasacds
Eg wesociated, with 51‘.:‘7) gﬁw,jﬁ:pnmr‘“ ,,:uz,d,- ':,f /z.zadécapzd /:rrqwiﬂ
5 g” Cowldl reduce the visuzd cnpacd” of o
oy - TAO pghway Cheougio wasidia. needs o Study by [andscrepe
S) @g archifedts % develop a Sfau:‘fgrj for ff-gnapo—:ac}zg Hs o co
a?zé' “three aule long  shopping avea wifv o wniue Alaskan Cor‘—unamtff'

i

Oher specific recomumanclations ns wdudied o the rong,

, Lpre, o ‘oert a%n'cuih
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ATt Unifs 25— 27 ‘ teual E@é@urw_ﬂhzﬁw@gﬁﬂmf Lokt 5

.

AOTE A, 7hie aren 5 the bRaunnug of widensile readsite, cpmomercial
cavelopment., iore vegetation. yiomg the mg'mEfj— parz‘fa;/af%/
Shrub% wad trees neededt, The north side. of the road o4
prrticular needs landscapmnyg g revegetnfiore oferts,

Nore 2, e Crossronds e dowalewn, coasifa 4 = /Oaf/‘iada{zj mr-/yar/am’“
area from a. prsand poutl of view. Real defihor of a downtvem
area. Cany reduc the Jreeluig of extensive strg developments
onatfer end of downtowd, Tichile Hub S an wrban clesign problem
Wmﬁwwmmnc(,a.?w&ﬁ zu:;md.o_f’zm(om}@ wWhat can. be
Cﬁo@ fo the (Waadiz, sfn.ﬁ ", a number of W%d ton be demes
w.mzdtnfw/

o P/a.m‘mg of Street Zfree,s/ constractn. OF Sidecuatks
e downfvum ~sross rouds e, Aowtd. Aetp create oo
Sense of place

o Tatlyr buidings showd be ancowrnged to provule oo

visund pecent a/nc{foc.u% To The dowrtown wren, pnde
make o (ook and feel a’ru'gczrmf from. the conumerciid
Tureas awny qrom) downfown, The railrend. Stafar el
Q. few ol haStoricnd burldirgs near thi cressrads ave
@xtremeley waportant to guvsg asifla a. sense of a_
historiced /’w:'fagp, because most of the un'/a/mgs loak
(ila, Ry were bwdff wifhin the past /O years,

MNOTE B . Infensw, 9&4{70 d@a@omé 2rd Jaee c/zarué?. Areas FreraD
nee, | througly note 3 showtd, be censideved. as the feeus of o
Loawile (sund analyss bﬁz‘mfy which Showld e conducted by z

/andmﬂé) wichitechures firag .

ANOTE 4, The vailroad, provides owi affechve. edge to The conumuriiy
0 the South. A fews areas of naturad vesetation, between .
/’ug&wug wind raiiroad woukl pmuide added yiswad tere st
and, reduce tho monofony of the. poad pzuaﬂé’fuv? {/u/fzxgﬁmgj.
(The reuilvoad, rlso Qfﬁuﬁuélﬁ Alocks LVweeds to Lucille lakg, )
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Jrevnl Besource Management Und NE & Assessment unifs 39-47
Ll Susiina e - Susito. lowlands character Bipe | Approxmarle mileage (7.0

e — . - S —— PRRFRRW RIS R R

Ramaval ¢f vegetodion could cper
Up 2oMe Vitws of Nancy lake,

FAA waws of

| MK\ | Forpeed,

. e = while tad i
4 nor<h, E

, exenilant Sites
"\ier l5ierTgtle

High wiatrad nlosorpion - = = -hf. ', T

g , L TLWI'\OLLJ( alen

copalorlity. ecate Nongy liake byt stu‘ehhg
Mecraniional dexlopmands (rmdsl N | ob rood
ralaked) heee, e b

Arlereus Uids oued the toees Aacrdss
Susitne, vadey, Mo devalopmant pacommanciac
uhmzd:éji@ ZlL{j'w‘.lZﬂt 1) hIM ‘dﬂﬁfe his .
sachon. of read. Careful cwthng of Some <rezs
aculd, Acrense duraftén. of Some viads, Lietate IJEA oy
land uses beyonel, 2007 from edge ot raadway Ty

el 75
/4 /
GECERAL | VG
Visunl Reseurce Management Lhit” pumber g/ extends from just, north 1! 7
Qf the (3iy Lake cutoff to couth of the conununify of willow. [F wicludes™ X
a{opm’u}vmr‘t@ 7 milts of some af the most scenic pontions of the Parks .
hiyhway, This high sqmts rasouray value |5 the pesut of a wery diRrse
fandwcape with numerous viaws fo distant mountauis cnd c:onsfan./-((j eranguig
(.)WML&M as the read. clnbs awer and winds around, the gently’
rollirig low hills, It afso qntauns ¢he ondy extandaed views from the hﬁgﬁumj
et acress e broad jewer Susifna vatey, Due to The /or’o‘,drmhf of This
Araa. o Anchoraga and the numerous racreahsn adpacnons nearby (fhney
ke ) worllow Creek, ) this portién of the highway (s subject o relahealy
infensive use ; especially durng e summer, Chly i assessment unit 41,
Whidh indludes the commwufy of Hous?fm/ is the yreual fandscnpe éégmjrc'
disturbea by human devdlopment. (extensive fand clanrngs jGravel pits,
Commerciad gtrip dem/opmznt ) Afso , much. of the (ands uﬁnwdtei;‘tg ad jaent
fo He highway have Aigh visual nbsoeption capabilify rafings, TAss supgests
thaf there are numerous places cohere raadscie dealopment can azur
without detraching from the oxceptional afw'uw\‘q expenence (/f preper”

2% Aaualew rantt CpnE et Ane Fo o
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M 47 r Y/sunf Rasource Manzae mant o+ 1° ¢
Areroximiate pileace 7.0 | ﬂ
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FRIMARY MANAGEMENT RELOMMENDATI puy S

® Desgnate s cectun. of the Paske fig

ﬁ ) - .
corridsy ( Sex dz‘scussquJ Je e 2,10 ) o e ﬁfﬁfwaj

Oommm&ajgfl—/msfom,m Nancy Cake phde | ' |
' encoer, rgsidentid!
og;fqu@ax and other nen -aufo relofec [and uszs be fgﬁadj% ’

WM@ stratches of rvad If the need to occun' ncar e mm’ff i

6 ( , ' :
w&'& e natfurad w&{aﬂ ab%or'p&ab cnroab.’ﬁﬁ/ &f the land. 1n recuce the i
el e Corl sty auffacan o e bty |

, g ; Subdivisiens S Lot d
vieunl ab&of”[z’fcbw%ca{m,bl r'fr'/a, ) oo MOf T arend Luth fugh !

o iﬁa@/fﬁ 73 @Wf vleng this portcene of the h}gﬁwag. Thed woedd. |
| {00 ff‘, matimuin WIdth. begend. pight f way aleng Stperches of
road corfh high yrsuad nbsorpiier. capuy 7’?1 (see map ), Other arezs l

oold. r”cﬁwr‘}z a wider greenbut |t
- - WG Ui eelvel kA, determuieit @ the
&afct (fxzz drscuasw\, oL 8m2v.zrwz/as e -
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Other gite specfic. pecommendafions ps fointed cuf oo Yus map,

—nr I - |
! @ fbr*eg)mu.ruf Za,ndsca?a@ resteration, neeczd,
1 artuncl U%ZICDVMJ?LuJugg F Houston, Reoove
N Funk ears, Sow:ugraw( PUS WU wgetatun,
P Keduce visund unpael” of rndsdle conmatay

Krcluce visual umpnck of
mfrz,nsf'qtz RLrenher. use &f
jand pmnﬁdllif(fy adjacent to
bridge. Sze fecormendariers
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Vreual Besource Management Und” V2 7 Asegesment unity /89 i
Susitna. Rier Lowlands charadier wpe Approximate mleade 3

d CPEAERA L

i Visual Rescurce planagment thit number 7 iciudes the (ands
Lordering the highway os (f pAsses fﬁncugh, the aommanmg of

- (Willow. The scenic rezources along this Stretth of roaduny werd

| rated moderute . Howaver it 15 (mporfant to note that™ scenic resourd
values both (immediiztely 4o the north and. the south are very high

I (200 VRIMUN2S & and & ). Willow B otill 10 the very early stages

‘ of development , and while scme. signs of steip development arc

i Jsible (eq complete remoinl of vegetufion. on (ands berderuig the
roadwny , numeraus (i seciions axtensiie roadside parkesiq

i araas | numercus sgps ) (F 15 pot s extensiie as areds Further
o tha aoutn.

| ! Primary MANAGEMENT LECOMMENDATICNS

| s 7 er&g}a necesourt) highwny nelotad commarcit development,
i Wit this awed rathes than. arens uﬂ'rrzczdré,x‘a{y % the northand o
the ecuth

¢ o use the natural visual absorption capatility of the fandscage

| to reduce the visual impacks of land dewelopments i the fregreund
distance gona( 4l 4o Y2 mile wer side of the highuway ), LUrHhun.

! this charzcter Type this can be effechively accompishecl by
leaving some of the natural Jomest vegatafion betuwaen the highway

! anelthe deselopmant, | and ot ‘these (ofs pordering the highway
Prghtof wway trywy to raintfadt. af least 25 % of the fane

| uncleared,

6 Rocuce the number of vifersectins with the highuny. Develcp-
| mant of u frontage eoad | with some &f the existug yegetatun.
left tanduyg betueensthe highway and Bus poad would
I St ficantly help o matas. eristAg Seeni qualify zndto .
softers the Jrsuad memfs of development. '

® 5@&150:‘ [andscapuy around, parkwg ams | parfendarky where
| <hey are cmmzdz.h#elﬁ uetyucents tothe h:%, J&"?eqﬂ%u?nm
puci and spowce trazs | unds mounds of eartl can be qufe efectie,

v Fuewnge the growth of Mahue tres and shewbs withn the highusay
| pight of way, Prasently the rght of (s nearly clpped bace.
| to the forest UL o Shaght (we pwaﬁ%o the reddwny, Some
nrs, [,m'hmﬁarg where, the iaad begendl the vight of ay 15
puklicdy cwned ) eouldl have the natural vegetarion. exfancd vafo
the right of way . This tadd crente visual arterest and diversity/
and. St Te impect of the ncad on the (andscape,




mm

| Aooessment. wndt s 4o-49 ’ Yroual Resourc, Management Unit- Njo 7
£pproximode. milenge 3

L TETET

Willow treek & an intensise PRLICAHON nede , Extenaiie
eemoval of veagtahin and overuse of the (and mmed ey
volinent 1o the highway by venicdes hns eesulted o covaee
aroslon. | |ither J'twmpaaehg o peivate preperty and Gisund
Dligh, remedy s the followiry recommendations ave
mode.,
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of high nsuzd rbsoer ption caanm‘h'z‘g , widar (n other areas, Actual
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range wd Talkeetna Mountoung Willow Creek intzieve
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cpen Tundva {nwvdstaps more r)eadifa . Rlready the lack of Such ar
el D(%Zlmsyz(i tradl system. had pecutied w1 & hodle -podag of
improparly [ocated footpaths ; Iifier acuwnulation, daveserton and soil
2l [andscape arcitect should prepare A i ster
develppmant plan for this pest -vnkerpretative conter. The should b2
o day pse faaﬁbﬁ] . A overnpt fwu&j should b oxted »n visual
2 lergecs mmagmmi unit number 1</ W@. Honolul Creek.,

grosibre. A professwon

VIEWS ARE PRECOMINATE
TO THE WEST

NOTE © THERE ARE NO Fo({adrawmo LANDS
WITH HIGH VISUAL ABEORPTION CAPAGILTY [[3
(N THIS UISUAL RESOURLE MARAGEMENT
Uy

DEVELOP REST ARER- INTERPRETATIVE
CENTER, ADTACENT To HURRICANE 4ULCH




 —

k., - . R &5 b o Y T i &
| Y j’»vflcji'w:alic;—}w
VIS Resourcy MAnzgement tint N2 oy J dssessment Lh s -Gz

CALUITRR [Riyer CARCActn Tdpe Qﬁwwﬁms & ' '
L Cngth " S mifae

e e ‘.- vouY B L S

AENERA L

Visuad vegource MANZLVENT unlt number 14 6 g fue
mule ctieith o hi%humxj whuh wicludes he erosauL of
Honolulu Creek. Scenid Vaspurce valugs are moderarely
hgh while visual absorptun cap’wx‘wrj 15 mederate <o low,
The oniy uiatble {and uses wcude 7 copize of rondsde
turnouts J T pleni arez mjﬁCme to Horwoluly Creek_
o the lnugﬁw'mj bmdﬂcz} WNA o CLoMmEICiBd, tadw tewel

PRIMARY IMANAGE MENT RELOMMENDATIONS

RPRLAVAL  Scani vesour e yolues 'folr‘ this portion

the Waywny thouon the Chulitia Reder character tType
were not quite as high s ticee Umnmed): o the
nortn and south | this stretch of mgumj 1S ot beuy
recommended ns o first priony or scene hehumy stztus,
Ths showd viot be taken to mean that scenw resoure valuge
are ow - on the CovtTavy they were close to Ve nigh
erough for o teenur h'wuuuﬂ recommendaium, (e reason
W nol censider the oo scenic h%hwzi"ﬁ stretih of fendway
would be 4o encourase Mezting Sutwre demands or
rondsule cormer izl amel vesidenizl development here

Pathen than i\ the more ccenic londls o the rorth and ‘
Gouth. T ghowld be noted that the est (ecben f:r" Comumertind
roudoide develepment | from & Sconie recpurce Mamzsement
pouwt of uiew , woud be W visuad resswre manZisgsent LU}
Nwmber i npprmtm'a.%e.hj Ten wmiles nortin of heee,

while development MoH e permutted here to wzet
pubil demonds oo land ond ceruiees , U shwowtd be
developed Wi 2 fashon whdh respects the Auah scene
ECOW L yalUZS wuTrunsl 1o this [amif;alpa. The follow
Gludelnes are supaeshic of ecome of the cemsuleratims
neces4,20 1o accomphibin. this,.

O No developmend should be pernuited 2.long Honolu iy
Creek. withun Y2 mile of the hi%hw‘aj CrossuAg
ol aecess along the Creel houd be presened
throuph an easement alng orie ov poth banks,

ST




Recommendations

ooy

Vieuzl Ressource Manademaent Jnit N2 Ames@m-f' units 9%-960

Chulitna River - Arozd Pass character PES Approximate length | & mies
GEMERAL

Visual rezource manaegmett b aumber 15 16 appreximately

Gix miles of highwns) with czxce,m‘rm;aﬂj high scenic resourc
valie . This wunit inciudes The €ast Fork highuway mawmienznce
stafon wnd the hdghwny crossiny of the €ast Ferk o the Chulitnz
Wer. The nbandeved railread stop at Colorado 1 a mife To
the northwest | howeder it 15 of munor visund g@mfr&anaz. |
Distinchve views o the Alasba Kange and At Mcknley 25 wed
we nearby views of The pichuresque Cliffs above e East fork
Chulifnn Ruer contribute, to this aras very valuable scoml
Fesourte yalue | Tht highuny mamienance station , gravel pifs,
turnouts wnd rest area. ure the only vistble fand develspments.
Moz of these Lses Slgpi ficdntly Lmpacts wpon The sand valies
pnwmﬁ

PRIMARY MARAGEMENT RELOPMME RNDATIONS

To gfficially d@ez@qam this portfion of the George Parks h{éﬁwaﬁ
no & scenit pughwny and develop quidelwes to manage The
partuularly seasituic foreground lands vt @ mauner (ohich
fenserves these eepeda[f/ high scenil resource yalies. Due To
the (ow To medeérare yrsial wpsorytion capab:‘/:'g 17 15 recommenizd
that commercidl | recidenfial zmd other development ot be
permuied vt the aren 2 mitle on the west syge of the read and
I mile on the east sude of the roadway Adduronad fredd woric
15 recompiended tp evaluate the potential vicunl cmpact of
proposed developments whith woulld be Visible from This portuon

G The Parks /'ng'ftwaﬂ.— c&epzc{'a./% surface mmm\g qund powes Lne
roLueS

Rordside. commercial and resudental land development s Should
be lecaited (A the a.cgoém»y yrsual resource management wnets

(numbers (4 or /@) Fa:%a_* thnan a[ong Th 4 /)lrz‘mwﬁffj valunble
and Sensi e obrefch of ﬁf@/rwzw.

Theve preeenf&ﬂ exisls a wel developed r’wghway rest area
Just northeast of The bridae over the East fork of the
Chulitna River This sife could Serve nas n protoType
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[ Viswal Rescurce Merzgemens Unrk N2 14

Asseesment wuts oo -92

i S T —

& Development oiteg adyacent 10 the huhuny PIyAr
DE‘WCUj Snoudd hage o Munumum 200 . “Setback.
uw dearmgwwwdx'gwamr‘n Wit Ths QOO‘E’#
wide anea should not gucged 50 % of this aren

Resndentad devtlopment should pe Oro i
rowndh werswdtg secvice reads 'tg, the maown

hlﬁg\ujﬂﬁ ratner than each residential ojle
Rowwg direct accees 1o the h%humj

A pubhe pvernignt Campung
nlongy Honolulu Creek. s
restoven. - inkerprefive,

faulity showid pe developed
would Contplument e dou-use
Lender recomumended Br Hurrwane
qumto e couth, Such o comparound should be located
o mwmun of V2 mue from the pead

NOTE' THEEE ARE MO FOREOROURD
LANDS WTH HIGH VisUAL
ARSORPTION CAPABALITY (N
THIS VisuoL RESOURCE
MANPGEMENT UNTT,

DISTANT VIEWS AaRE
PEEDOMH\)N\ITL% T THE
WEST

' 5 TURNOUTS

- R
* Honolulu ]-\' -

L R
7-./ 7 == QA - §
VAR POESIBLE LOLATION FoR.
EXISTING PICNIC AN i HNERMIGAT campground
ARERN % : s
{ APPROUMATE Mg 1T |

HALF:wALj Lot
BETWEEN ANCHORAGE
AND Fnlr&mmu5>

i
|
|

— " T e P ey A g Ll T o .‘vj



Asse66ment units 93-50 Visual Resourcd Manage:mcmf' unit NE 15

For The recommended rest areds (aterpretative centers  jor cach

of the [andscare Characier Types Through Lwhih the hcgﬁw:ﬁ pASLES.
Addchonnl work shouwld be done To dewelon cterprefative materials
avncernid this landsape and the development of a short tradl
élasl‘em. 4 master g(gudopmanf plan for this sz shoutd b&prep’a/ed-
by o prefessunal landsiaps Archutedt Pecause This sl already has
peod. rest nren faclihés oF shoutd be the first ptace nctually conven Fed
<o the rest avea - therprm‘n'fc Center fna'hig,

Primary litke pib-wp facilihies chould be developed. ot the rest
acea - interpretuduic. center gites, Lifler barrels should be located
at come Of the other numircus turnowds however Thew visual

unpact peeds 1o be reduced. Some considerabns are

To nlert the public to Her barrels Hhrough signs rather than
havindy them pawfed bright eolors and i nsually promnant
lecatins. Liller barrels shouwdd plend o1 wirh the swiroundida
landstape | nnd by locald?d where they can be emptied freguent
enough to wsure that they 51 7

are not overflowiny with Trash, {7}L/—,Eﬁ 4 L

4. /
—_——
Sl K
l"‘ | el i

TURNOUT

wup. 166

[N )

TURNCUTS (Wit LITTER BpRRELS

NOTE: THERE ARE MO fOREDROUND
LANTS WITH HIoH VisuaL

RRSORETION CAPABILITY i THIS

e
_ s
- EXISTING REST ARER T© BE
CEVELOPED INTD INTERDPRETIVE
§ CENTER. ForR CHULITIOA RIVET
v CHARALTER TYPE
S -
X 3 .
L J
g N . ..,(_,Foraacjmoumc AND MIDDLE QROUMD)

v * LanBsS onN EAST SIDE OF ReACWAL
ARE ESPECIALLY SIGNIFICANT TO THE
RIGH SCENIWKC QuAaLTy OF THIS AREA

F

M. |e—1\»"

TN
\1‘.-, "’/’":-—:ﬁ ,\

B ' J GRAVEL PITS (MODERATE VISUAL IMPALT )
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| ¥sessment Cnrfs G7-9g

v ,__‘L_:‘.?ppr’awmm /math e miles

| Visuar fesource Management Unit N2 14
Eroad Pass charactnn Tupe.

—

CIENER. AL

Vrf{uzu résource mamagement unit number | consistc of
% miles of the George Parks h:gﬁwaj RS o Fraverses
The eouTAern. portion, ot Broad fass e only netable yrsial
features withil hié unit are the cmold radread Lommun ity

of Proad Pass nng the new Inlec motel and adjacent Tescro
Service Sfatfien . Scent respurce values are fovn . Visuzal

T sorption capabf'/f}"rj 18 Also fow.

PQIMNE% NANABQEMET\JT RELM#ME’TUDAT!OM%

TS wrea wowd be the pest locaicn 1o mezt iy demand
Jor commercitl | residentiil pnd (nstofutumal {and development
g m Southem. Pread Pess area. rad s primarily because
RNt visuald resource management wnit's (numbers (5 png 17)
hoth are recommended Jor SCenil higfuwny status and readside
Commercial clhwelopment would not be Fesideavly o Thse Arens.
Leclopment showd concentrate, around cre of the tuc sty
eveloped areas - the old rulread Town of broad [ass | or the
new iglso ~Tesoro Strfisn, OF ThESE fier choicos s The Tewn of
orcad Prss 13 the more desreable forn o scami resowcce
mananement perspechue. because it eowd be more remeved

From the yoad and G much pore piefuresque.

atempt to refan as many of the Scatiersd Spruce trees

% Any readsude freground or mﬁd&:&mwtﬁ( develepment showld
|

|

| as postlole U an effort +p reduce ifs yisund impael

The Igjoo metel 15 a geod example. of 4 nusber S pounfs
related 1o scenit resource manasgment, ﬁ/rmdy i irs

short /usfcry it has hecme somenthng of a fandmark

Cne reason for this 1§ that most people. tend s 1&:’%57

with and remember man -muade pp 2 [EELS rhore femf'ﬁj

wan nasural (undsiape features, Today the ol 15
someLnal confroversiad - cemoe pecple (it /‘fJ SorMe. pzople.
do nof . Lurind the wuiter | when cnows covers much OF

this [ond the. lafeo aetually blends 1 quite el
with 115 Sifafjuj‘du%s Dtu”mg the Sumawtr if I/S' Seeck -




Vj‘_ﬁr@_f Resource Mangﬁcmm-f Lnit Ne 1@

__Assessment Units 97-99

2 wwﬂ&/ gfrong featre 7o to maky T Aifpealt” 1o focus

on other landocaps feafurss during, the Short Tumi that of

15 1n the pewers lwie of sight Inany cal, The Lpleo 15 here To

Stay ) ot (25T br awhle . (hat shouid be lencned from the lgreo
16 That semi Type of Foregrownd control would .bb desireable

nloma Vhose Strefches of the highsay with signifuant scenté vabits
F‘mﬁmafgﬁ The 1pfso 15 lecated i am area of mederate 1o low
pcentl %azzﬂf v That tere 1S anouah spectacudar
Scenery )‘Lcﬁblb(/ fo alow v Tre ylewer 1o %»wuz.f forﬁ-d et
Hepefully there coill emaw only one ploo alongy the (eorpe Pants

m[e{waﬂ .
NOTE: FOREGROUMND  AND mnomj&&oumo

VISURAL ARSORPTION CAPABILITY (S oW
THROUGHOUT THIS MANALEMENT UNTT,

PREFERRED LOCATION FoR. FUTURE
QLM ERLIAL = RESIDENTIAL DEVBELOPMENT
| THE BROAD PAYS AREA (FROM

fGCENIC RESOURCE MARAGEMENT AU
FOIT OF wIgw) ) L

VIEWEL CRIENTETION 1S
PREQOMINANTLY To THE Ll St
ALIGKA RANGE TO THE . o " R r |
MORTHWEST | ARGE '
DEELLOMENTS WOLLD
HIWE A LESSERL VISUAL |
\MBRT IF LOCATED | ¢

e THE ERAT . > 8 P
LIDE cF THE 1Y /;,\/ N j LOLIT
HIGHWAU T : B
L-‘-"/." / -
\\‘/ 8z 1z
M. 188 N -

\ EXISTING COMMERCUAL, DEVELOPMENT  ( I4L00 MOTEL-
TESORD SERVICE STATICAS ). CONSOLIDATE. FUTURE
COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY HERE OR AT RROAD PASS

TO THE NORTH




MO lliondanions —

Visuad Rescurce, /Vlmaﬁemen'f Unit Ne 7 EAs-sessmen—f vnits 1Oo -i13

Broad Facs - Alaskrn M&ﬂ@ Character 'Tipa:q 1 Aoproximato length 2%.6 miles

ENERAL

Visual resourct manacement und nuemier 17 includes the
MOST SCRAL pertions of The Gread Paes and Alasta Kange
characizr #Ws. This 2302 mule Strefch cf ﬁiﬁ/zwauf (Aciuges
Summut Jate and the onss maf’tu'g the duwde pefeen ciaters
Araniny \ifo Cook DULE pand e Gulon Biver | whe junchon
with the Cenadi ha@hw%y )3 e wpper peachss of thi Nengsa
reier Confwell ;¢ the only Year-round, Lommanity Luither

*fhra's Charpcter Tyre and is locatzd 5 mifes puest Of The farks
/:r@hwzlg.

Readsille visual absorptum, capab: ufj 1% o though Broad Prss

und modtrate 1o A north of the Canpwedd Cutelf. Lisible Commersiat
and residentidl lond use & concentrated sround the Denmds
/ll%/lw’ﬂ-ﬁ" Cantweld JW%(LLmz with ez Parks Htﬁﬁumﬁ Threwghe
Zroad Pass come residentl denelopwent™ 15 yisible prownd Summud
bare,. Kpadside Gravel Qxtienion sz, | poer funis | pad radroad
relofed focilinds are the pther Types CF s develepiments common.
T thy Manapement uni-

-~

PRIMARY  MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATICNS

Oﬂwwzf desm thie portin of ﬂ?t?_'_ George Packs hxg'hwm;
As a ecenic hf%ﬁwz:uj and develon guetzlaes 1o manane 7:/2.0;
parfu&larfj @nsihve ﬁr&gmwnd fandle i a manner romducive
Lo CONSLOVINY GCRNL respurte valuss, (Uithed Yhe Broad fass
cheracter Type a greenbedf wowldd be wrappropriate. due o
e generally huh v}sib:'/c'ﬂ? of almest 2l foreground awd.
mﬂd&%mmd lands . The @Wﬂﬁ pr‘[ruuﬂz here shewld &e.
that the visual wmpadt of pmmw7 cbjechunable gtuuctures
wnd. (ang uses (e.q. Swifnce sy J power fings | (s reduced.
2s 2 ]Qmu‘wn F us distance fmm the wvieder Cortséﬁ
Objectumnbly used whowld be located as for fiom the road as
[Posotole . Fuarmere , special Aesugr ‘l‘a%nguid wortle paed.
1:; be> employert C/Wsm,?mﬁ, berms | PRty of sunacss ) 2o
qatrer reduce visuad nipact

/

LWithot The Alaska Range Chavacly type (nordh ot i fepost 211)
2 200 St wule greenbelt éz—gond The hophwny Tt of way
Showld be mouwnfoneol a_ﬁﬁ'n_ﬁ those porteens Lotk A hr—;jh




As5e55mant units (007173 | Visual Resourcg Management Unit Az 17
‘ _ . (con-hriuaa’ on fb/l’&u.“/iz? Paqes )

visund whsorpteeh Cfmb:'ltff rafing, Lhese far‘eﬁmamcf. lands wTh |
moderate o low yisund absorptisn. Capa,b.'m‘g raiins r‘ezzru:r?_ addchenzt
f:;fa’. pbservaliens Lo Aefermuie an appropridie gf‘eenbalf Lidth.

Develop roadside rest aren~ nterprefive penters nf the Two sifes
sugppsteld o the, accomponyera maps. A /Jﬁ@kgswwal [andscof
archifect should deelop maarer dzvelopment plans fr ezch s

Site o This sifi 16 At the sl of Proad Fuds
near mrlﬂpdi?{' 205,86, I7 pmwdas direct Access

4p smnil glacial lates on @ifher side of the |17 T

roaduny and would b on eal fuafon | it

mef'a cay-use. rest Arer - LAber pretatii B < ‘_° =

, centen =
( Laommendahons Text eondinued o T e

fni.fowcrkt_zj page /

ALTERMATIVE  LOCATION el
RROAD PASR REST ARER ™
INTERERETIVE CENTER s

S DEIMOTIOE HO GENNILNGY

ONERNGHT cAmplmq
FALILITIES “HOULD RE
DRJELCDED TO COMPLIMENT
THE DAY~USE REST ARER
(NTERPMETIVE CEATER A
LotATION NEANZ CNE CF
THE LAKES WOULD PE
PREFEREED, ARERS
CIRCLED ARE PeBSIBLE
SMES. .

NOTE : ViSUsl. ARSORPTION CARAZILITY
1S Low THRouUGHOUT THIG
prER. DISTANT VIEW CRIENTATICA

& IN AL DIRECTIONS




pr— . S — e —
Visutu Resscureg management nit #e 17 2%esoment units [co—//3
L_(continued from previous paae | | |

[ conrwuia frome previous pase )
O MU0 T Thus sdL B near the Aréfzwm}f eressung

of the Nenana. Ruer (pulepost 215,5). s

wierprefative Sife wewld frews ot The natuad

fl!‘ifwy o The Almkn farae wndl Thz fenara
River Lotuch 1 on wnpsTiant lnndscane feafure
por nearly (00 mdles & The arks hfg/zwa:j T
Ut area. near e huppuny should be a. day
use ares. A overnppt fz:,e.z'//hj Shouwld pe
locoted wup the Menana Fude Valleq af least

Yo mile fromt the mg»ww].

Seattered recreatumed cabuns amd. residenti il develepments o The
raroad fass cuec. would not S%ﬂ%ﬁm@ pPALT e, scarui_ (ESOUITEs
values pmudﬁa’-iﬁtﬁ zure lowated hagomi the foreprounct distarce

( Vel to Vo mide fronw the huphusy ) and that they are near
'gcmﬂ,

( continued. on. Faung aoe )

ROADAIDE COPMMERLIAL PEVELLDMENT SHoULD ~—_
RE CONFINED TD THIS ARER AND MEASURES
TAKEN To ENSURE THAT IT [CES NOT
|
PR

SUNIFILAATLY DETRACT Fram e VERy

X seniC rRESOURGE ALUES INTRARGSC

TO THIS LAnQecaps

: :A_‘ v W/ﬁ Lo]r‘m/.nﬁr‘._;;—: g

LAND RECLAMATION - LANDSCALING PROGR A
NEEDED TO REOULE SlLniFLLAdT VISUAL (MPALT
OF QRAVEL EXTRACTICA) - SORALE

P b CROT5 HATCHING INDICATES HIGH VISuA A%%EPT!O(O
Joo S e BT e e e
s “’”j,s“is”s”“’_*_s—o“mg_ _ S N DEVELOQMENTE,
J\‘rurauour TUGHESTED LOWTION FOR REST ARER - INTERPRETIVE SITE

YR TR L MR




Acsgsement Lnits 1CO~ 13 l Visual Resource Mmanagemant Daik Ne 17

|

| ReCOMMENCED LOCATION FOR
Z1 ALASKA RANGE CRARACTER TYPE
QEsT ATDE- INTERPRETINE CENTER

___—;:’/, 2-\5 < ‘1——/‘-._<._\‘_l (Dﬂdj -“USE.)
o~

1

~ =
e : CNERNGHT cAMping FACILTIES TO
' L COMPLIMENT THE DAY USE AR
' SOULD BE LOLATED SOMEWHERE

UPSTREARA — A Mn UM OF Yo, MILE
From THE HIGHWAY

CROEA HATTHING LNDICATES FORECOQOLLND ARERS
ADTACENT 1O THE ngﬁwkg Wi HIGH VISUAL
AREORPTION CADABILTY . WHILE THE  NENAMNA
RVEL S10€ (WEST) CF THE ngHwAé COES HAVE
A FLGQH VISUAL ARAORETION CApARL TY - THIS
ARG 1 ALLD VISUALLY FRAGILE Rz ausE
TVIENS are p(a.Eocm\UAM‘rLg TDWARRDS THE SIDE,

Trees fo provide scale and. Q sense of o narural 5917‘5»*5 . E'xfsﬁ@
developments around Summid Lake are o qeod example of T Type

of acceptably residonnal - recreatumal develospment, Wit the Alnska Rarge
Chavacter Type Of thia Uisual resourct managomar unil”, fecrentimal
cobuns siouid only be permtied. beyond e ostabliirsd. green belt and,
onby if @ gyekn of AL roads are dsieleped. 1o reduct the nuembes

of wlBrsectons W The Mhrks Highuly

fondside commireinl gevelopment showld rempen concentrated arouncl e
Conall Niphuny - Cantweld junchions (puapests 210211 ). Qonwarcind rpadsile
develepment cutsidie of this aren should not be permutted. Land duelopmant
guidtlings pnd performence standards should be adepred for fuirie

Cormerand. readsids divelpward (A The permutfed, area., These Showdd wcludz -
# Pefenron of o A LALALAL of 25% of the ewéﬁfzy naruraf fandcser
withu the, (00 f Strp o (and metd:zi:‘a? adjacnt o the A apiivag
Pl of ey .
o Tivwked vesucles and other lifiey showld not bo visihle from roedway

o Liandscapuy and for reveattuin progroams should be fﬁcp!mmfm’ around.

Thow places where pire than 25 % of The natural landeses has 2een remeved,




N COITNICNRJa TIuN
Visual Resourco Management tnrd Ae /&
Alaska Range Character Typez

| : .
| ASsess ment vnsis =122

—_——

Jmﬂp/cmxxmafzz length < 1z,7 m/'/czs_,

—

GENERAL

Visual resource ANBREMT wunit fumber 1S begiric ar milepest 2i7.5
and follows the cast side of the Nenana Civer for appmrrm'af&fj 4 mijes
1o the pent where te Qeorgc Parks h}ghwzzﬁ enters Mt Mckuiey Najwnzd
Park. This Strefeh of h:éfwmj IS on lower river trraces ped ;&:odp/zuhs
witfun 2 very narrow | high- wailed valley. The steep valley wajls direct
Vieds nlenoythe directun of vehiculnr movement, Visuat poserpteon
copabilfy™is yariable | with some O N lows rwer ferraces poveced with
dense stands of epruce while steep hillsides hage, opent tundva, Scaifered
roadindle vesidenttad developments are pommon )25 well as pceassionad
Commereid towrist facilihes . However, except for The lavge commercint
d&w,lopmam" nE Mt /V[a/{uiley Uééfaﬁ/;, J'w Seuth o the Park gnivance
Mese develepments bave moderne, 1o lew visunl Crpact, fumprous
undevelored. poadside hanouds ore. present — all of which are (ooated
ot Nengne, Ruity (west ) sutle of the f'ugm%.

Scenis resource vnlues are moderate, Scenil Vesource menappment
recommendadions foeus on Ways lo allow for roadside development
while tatuny ndvantzoe of isual 2b50rptum czw?ow;r@ nad gthes

T 85 To m'm'fmr'jb iy pisaad ioipacts ) eselopment would be.
prefaile heve nstead o witr the pore scenic. gtrefenes o highury
ﬁmm&dfﬂi’dj lo the north and <putf o this ninnagement upit

PRIMARY MANAGEMENT RECOMME N DATIONS

Meet the demand for rondside (aucessible ) pommereins tndl residernd
Cvelopments withu this qren rather than (L The more scenie areas
LMmed!ﬁfeg o e north and soutf, Commercint evelopment shoudr
ConCentrate, (15elf arount the e, established commercidt nede

{nt, mcfwuu/ V:Y/ﬂﬁ&j or Wit preas i, At isuzd absorprion
drnpbddy o the ezt side of ﬁ;g' p‘gmtg H’é"?j A tommercial
developrients showld refaun 2 e, q 25% of the nofural
(amdeover wmmed st 24 acent 1o the htglmuﬁ. Use of profeseumad
deaop ervices (architerts Md. landscare architerts ) shouid be encowiapld.
 an %{fnﬂf To catroduce bdxluiw%c Wi, fu‘ v beler with The swramdujq
landocope,

e portion of e Parks highuwny aould b 2 gooct location for meesey
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FORE GROUND AREA WITH HIGH VisualL
IMPALT AS A RESULT of ROADSIDE LAND
CLERRING , GRAVEL EXTRACTIDN ALTIVITY

AND POWER LINES, PUPLIC GRAVEL
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wide, gueenbelt peyend'the hughury proju of wny along those
perions with huwh yisuad pbsorptun (mfow&fj 13 reconumended
Radaimal field ork. 13 needed ¢y dfermis o approprind
enbeld wutth Those gortuwis (F the huhuny feresrrund

o%(;ix roderate to lzf)mglsual af?bsofp'lwh‘ Zﬂ&bl?ﬁ«%’é, ' et

D dewlop 9 poadside rest aren 'niu’-éw/.:re,mﬁwt eenter
wdjpcers” o the penamn. Rier reor the h:.g/uuvj bridge
(milepost 275.5° ) . guen thoush the h@!wo«j parailels this
ruier fov o consideroble. dstance | g 14 ome of the few
Places LA s lower reaches where o y ummediofely aaessible
Afroni. the hghuwny, £ professunadld famdscapo archiret showitl
v Lmpleved <y dpvelep 7 master . for this fao'fzfz‘.a As with
the othid rest anen - piter pretative. conters ) ¢ Showidl j;m
-Lise iy only, Wbhe overmul o e silL
g:“/mfﬂ;“ nzjargj? wﬁnfeef the dengru:f ma-’eﬁ'n G use
This canpenyy grea. showld be, gjduated Mo, F Y
mule from the highumy, Sites up or covnt rives from the
bridat. showld be wdbiuater. ot pessible Carapgroundd development

Readsids ceramercitd amd concentrated reswdanhal aﬁa-’dcpme:w
Should rot be /camaa‘aa’ Ll el s aren. tatural rescrce
dWﬁm Such ag ?ﬁb{)d /‘Jr'7LS / Tﬁ)“r’ﬁﬁéi" Ci,f,ffu—jﬁ I,)-nméy Shneia

al - T VG Y EP o ﬁ
no— — i YT
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oy be permidted beyonct The pstablished greenbelt. Roadside .

gommuvaird pad resclintizd developmend woowd fe most ﬂ-ppfv/?f‘/’afiﬁ./
Gihunbed m the reonnmtnilad. areas LA VISUAL [E50UrCe manapement™
uad puntber 24 Limed tit.f&bf lo the northeast,

RELOMMENQED LOCATION (GENERALY
DEVELLD OVERNIGHT CAMPING FOR REST ARER — INTERPRETINE CRNTER,
FAULITIES TO CoMmpLIMENT DAY INFORMATION WouLD DEAL WiTH
USE REST ARER~ INTERPRETE
CEMMER, $ITES UP OR DOwWN
THE ENANA RIUER SHOULD BE
EXpLORED,

GRAVEL PITS (WwELL SCREENED) ~b

CROS HATULING REPRESENTS THESE = |
FoREGROUND LANDS ADTALENT

To THE HIGHWAY WHILH HAVE

HIGH VISUAL ARECRPTICN CAPARILITY.
AI00 FT WIDE GREENRELT BEYOND
THE Higrway RIGAT OF way 1S
RELOMMENDED FOR. THESE ARERS
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f Ng 24 | assessment Units (<a-je7
Menana Lewlands Character Tyre _ i f Boprotimate feﬂgﬁh * 38 5milee

e
T A ——

P

QENERAL

Visud resource manag?méﬂf wunid Aumber s2f p%u/zg AF e /zr.oﬁw"

Oridac over he flenzng Ruer (milepost 275,5) and pxtends norin

Br 281k miks Mpm;cima%fbf ren milkes past the cemmurnily 5
flenana.. s visudl resource mana

| semeny und encorpasses ui-zf‘ual%
The enfiee Jlknana lowlands chupacter TYPE . Scenie resource values

Uong Ws portun of the Gevrge farks /M{)/zwwj wre eomistenily fow
To Moderafe, This s hecause There ic itle visun! a&ae'f;ffg withiA
s flal y 51’&15-8/7 yeﬁeﬁu‘a( [clftdféﬂf»’é. e offen tong Stracyid”
Flrethes; of poaday provide few distant or fateral viecos resudtag
wa gener monotcnous a’r/-{/wé erperience, Only & swigle.

Gne mule Strefih, of /L&gfwfﬂﬁ (assesoment unlf 163 ) at the

bridge over the Tanauc Ruer just norld of The eommnidy of Honang
wored wlh ¢ hugh, witriesd e compiosle wisual qualile ey,

5 of the remalNY (8 wssesoment wnils wdhi 1hi e

ual
fesource manarpmend wnit” Scored (o,

I addittor. Te low Keruc: pPesounced c,m’,'u.esJ There. Are rnumercus
LsTorces &F roadsde (and depess

DAOUS whch, are wsm{Lj
Obyoctionable,, Thiso, ciees wictuds Powns (g D] Substafions

Tbandonzd cars and. othey rmdsde Gty ) grawdd pd's | amnd

cerfeswe fand dw% owned aowenercicd angd eswlfed

dWC(ﬂJPMMJ’S' THIS (3 wrfortunate becnuse: The pachunl visdad
‘QbsCTrin. Qapabcb.g azfda-cmf lo The) roud o generally very

hugh - cffervs a good oppartunity To realuse roudside lasel
wo with muumad visual wnpact,

Sl Pesuac manadprey reamumendiofions fus on ways
o add visual dyersidly T the landswope. | sopfen The wupact

qﬁa’xrstu:.j neadsele dwc&vpmmfs nacl Guede, The lecaften ofF

W cemmerciad and residend18d (ans yses g,ufja(_&u" W Tre

f’lxél’wfaﬁ,
PRIMARY MANAGEMENT  RECOMMENDATIONS

0 encounaae, fidure Commercdil Lid resulentod noadsuic
d&)ﬁ(opmeﬁf Lo Take ZqufoZLﬁe, oFf areas Oj mgh yrsuod
absorgton Capabildy gad reton o Auiur of 76 % of-
e natwod landcover i, the first oo £t & land
U‘b—tmed:im% Z,ODMU" 1o the ij P of =y

0 encouvap conumercidd, poadsuls, develepment oi & Comceriirafed
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(continuad en following pages)

(ﬂ—r‘c:-:t corianid froml facety pase )
fushen Qrownd X4 aonunercial nedes. Corumeraial’
qchully 16 presentiy concentratec qround mueposts
77080, 289 ‘and 305 (Nenana ). Partwelar
itention. should be guen lo the emerguy Strup)
development arcuad milyosts 277 o 250,

HYGH VIsUAL
|MPALT FFROM L
ROADSIDE COMMERLIAL
AND REGICENTIAL
DEVELLOMENT.
CLERN-UP , LAND-
SLAPING NEEDED

3

Yo ndd poudd duwerslly Toxhis laadsiope by’
encourapns, poatdsuds u@-r;éuifwa,( clevetoprant
cnthoses sibes ca/mb!u o M}parfm\ﬁ Thes adiu@

EXSTING TURNCUT —ri

Readwde restdanhral dzwmﬂnwzf may (ncrease.
whe SC2HTL gaalag TAroUpft aa’du% pisuced

duersidyy provided that i docs not resdt tn
,egtzyzezc}o wrens Gf aleared fond And brod
pistas of wnuiierestun tract housiry. Large
tndividuad lefs (G acres ) wowld be nwid

dorupatible Lot scenit rescurte puanagumsat
chpuhiues us thi Typo of dutlepmerdt most
L('J@f would add wsudl witersst with a

miriisund of nafurad budeover dikmbance, |
Foperly designed. farger developmuands C ¢

coutd 250 ko desureable =R [
- ; F/éc;ag EWS
(ecentinued on foltowing page ) ;} /;\ ST
22 o
[ 22
o

MNOE: ALL {ANDS (MMEDIATELY ADTAENT
0 THE HL!:,HLUAS SHowA ON THIG
MAD HAVE HIGH ViSUAL ARTRETICA)

C}{DAFHLWLJ .

PARKS HiGHWAY 19 wm—t?ﬁ‘

/M\UTP«%I LAND S FROM MILEDCST
220 10 288 (APPRONIMATE )

\

L~ RCPDSIDE COMMERCIAL AUD RESIDENTIAL STRID CENELOPMENT
CILELY |\F GUIDELINES - PERFORMONCE STANDARDS OR-
OTHER. TELHNIQUES ARE NOT ADSPTED,




| Visua( Reseurce Management Unit Ne 24

/ Qortrnue sy +rom przw'ous Page )

Assessment Units [48-/z7

Sa—

CONTINUED o FAClMC\ PAC‘iE

CROY HATLHING IDIATES ARERS OF
HGH viSuAL ABsorRETION CAPABILITY

(N Fo%%ﬁwmo WANDS ADJAC,ENI"TD
THe quHwAg.

(text contuiedd, from previoas page )

Coneendrate, readsde myo of way land sty
GPrrs of the Departmend of Transporvation
pideposts 30% 1o 3055 (the hi

“Uuougyy Lenara. J. T por tem, of the
Py Stbuared hugher than the adjent
fown —gsultind . distuchue prews over
‘the a“z?Jacmss The Tanasna. Luitr toweady
“the, frearby ks, In mawy respects Merasna.
5 pawmmf a very puhiresut contmundy
whers Yrewed. fromo the far ks Aoy . A
roadswle. (andscapend) plow, devciped by a
landscony vromtedt shoudd e prepured Lo

. F land tleariia amd cnduofriad dewlopment; whils
Aevtlepwsy ' rere natuvad and visually abipchoc
foreground Though whuck to wew this conemunds,

Ly

NAD ConTingueD
JLEYIoUS PAGE
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Wroual Resource Manzgement tinrft Mo 25 ~ Assessment Units [@&7ITH
Tanang Ridqe Character Tupe _ o i Approkimate lenath 13 miles
— —
(GENERAL

Ursuad reseurce, manasgment ot nunber 245 feguns ﬂppmxw'm:ﬁf fen.
wiles nerthwest of the commundy of Nenana and trends noreh -
norcheast for 13 piiks fowards Fairbanks, Yhis porfion of 1A
(peorge Parks hughuny ascends 26 a rmoderafe grade front an
glevation of under 400 £ ut oldStream, Creek bridge 1ol 00 Al |
1260 f Qlevihons as i traverses g ridseline . This ridaiop Location
Uffords numerous gipansive VIeWs across the proad Tanana, R
valey. Swce the Tanana Rivcr makes a brond, horse shee *fzacpg
bend araund these fulls | ex pansive vizcus Of This puer are possibl
bot 1o The South quut. north. Ths porfun & The George farks
hughiy - follows (110%{:1 The alignmen of the old Nevawng -Fwbarks
hupuay ) howeer 4@1{5@117‘" recend pdegninend” fas Transformed U-
b a wiede road with thy absence of shalp curves and steep
Grodes. A a result of This pecent work | read cufs and fills ace
YisLbly the predaﬂuz;nf ﬁufor Liupdﬁr‘z@ the very fugh scenic
recowrces valugs ulirmsi 1o This Strefh of riaduay . LUith Tumie
The visunl ampact of these raad wds and other evidences of
cortruction should be graatty reduced zis natral revegetatum

of these bare , sorlless lands pregresses, withot This predomenin

fitftfl’AS/Jen’ sprice Jm:ef the Wsunt absorption capah //z‘% of the ﬁr%mund
varas from moderade To Aijh.

/E;xlcsqu TURNOUTS

- VIEWS Aloas This FORTIOND

OF THE HgHwaY Aes
PREQOMINANTLY TO

THE 1o TH

CRrRO
TO

0 HETCHING  (LLUSTRATES LANDS AUTACENT
THE HIGHWAY WITH MODERATE 1 Low VISuAL

PRZCRPTCA CADAD , - 2] —
ngn Uacugs 0T TTHER PRERS v
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|

(ont contnied from. focerg puse,)

Duweldp o hugpuy rest arca= uikerprefue center
neaw muipost 505,86, Tis sie near The hyphurny GOOD VAEW OVER
br’kigo over the Tanavia Ruixr Mowm% TANANA LOWLAN D5
(5 tonfiuence, with the Nenana Ruer providss
% fogycal Lok, for wifermabion regarduy thea
HwD great Alaskar, puwers. A iz devclopmant
master plan pregated by a landscane ardhited
showld b developed To guuds fudhure devtlipment”
o these facdihda,

Powerbntly presently havt an wapad on the
Scanil recoured palues 9 thes Wswfa& "
Lioray, mumot onaus g5tk wp or docon

1 / CRO% FATCHING  INDKATES RIGH NiSusl
' ARAOZPTION CAPARALITY TOR. LAND
ADTACENT TO TriE HigHWAY

L RELOMMENDED SIE FoR REST ARER WIERFRETIE
CevTeR. (DAY USE.)

S £ STING TTURNOUTS

— ROAOSICE LANDSLARING NEEDED AD HIGHWAY
PRSES THROULH TWE TOWN OF NENAMA,
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Tananz Ridge Characier THPE |

Approximate lenath - 1O miles

AT e A LR,

CENERAL

Inteunsi and composile. stend. Peoaurce Values withu that ares
desippnted A5 vroual resouee nanasgment aut aumber 2o 202
moderare 1o (ow, Thty & Pn,mzzr‘f[: betause The ridgg That ?fvﬁ raudd
braverses /s r“e"&zf,fﬂ&ﬁ] broad -, adowws, few vieds 10 he mzﬂ[cgmwm’
and background and resubiny i 4 generally [ess stunplating ysual
und 2xpeviantial z!:fr:)ui'ﬁ experidniL. dddihonally there are. 1S
[!rsf.v‘.:chmj conpmecind and f"&'}'é(:ftrlf!dﬁ- ;_/wdo?omfg , and cffarug )
luge bare rozdeuts ) nnd frequend piats of powenlnes. (AL prumary
Mavapemod strartiay B vrsial resownrcts manapgmend wnd pusber 2o
sheaid be fo encouvnpy needed rondsde (and deselopmends fiere rathe
Than 1 ’k‘d{/wij— Mdﬂ&jﬂﬂmt/ MJ’.ILI-{T Lufuc}t Rave. m;ng,j’% /f;g/ﬁ;(
SLeNIL TERUILL Valuts, FK The e Tunl An fforT shows La
mads Yo eontrol Vhe Tupe F roadside yisuad Wt which i just
A%Mf'““jj along one porfmi qf 1he /ZW wilfini this managzment
nif”

PRIMARY MANAGE MENT RELOMMENDATIONS

Concentrate. futwre Commerciad readsicde dwelopment wilfior
Vb akea rather Than 1A the more scenic and Sensifive visual
Yo e ﬂmmymw wunifs 1o tht east [ numéer 25 ) 2nd pest
(number 27). Conumercial devclopmend hould faus arcurd.
oxsstiny d;wmﬁmmb befan mdeposts 328 and 329 T bup
W prsual pmpadt foa moamiu

Onen. wp occasswnal rews Fom the read o the north
éo/ zelechve elearcny 2aed tf/u.mwy of Forepround vegetntion
tl appropriall lcarions ,

lomcantvale efforts 2 roadside Pght of wey plantuiy - revespdadion
programs witfin, Thai steefeh of romduny preseatly Sudr el

Lo 6@;@&541«7‘ Adveyse Lmp et t roadside land divelopmen,
(oee map ). Natwi Wees and shruss showld be adewsd To
revesgtate portums of Thy hughway right-of-uny o Screen - :
reduce the vesual mqpaa"af actansue land C/ea,ru@ meéa':i,v‘tlj
ﬁ{/aw&f ro the r‘cghf—cf-wax[.




| ASsessment Unifs ieg-17d t Visual Rescurce Manzgement Unid N2 25 |
l |

PRIMARY MANALEMENT  RECOMMEN DATIONS

1, Oﬂfaady des@?mb TS poriun &f the Georpgs Parks hz‘g&wnﬁ/
25 a enil highuay and devclep quidetuies 4o macagts The frepround
lands Wt o pranner ohuch, respects these especidly pugh scenii resource
- vadues, A 200 4 wude dreenbelt beyond the. W”ﬁ PUht of waw i
recommended. for those portuns of the rmed wh hugh foreprorend visual
absor riwom, er«% Addtunal frold work. 15 recommended to aa_fofnw
an appropriadi. greenbelt wedIh alemy those pcrﬁms F the by
Wk modaraty, Lo low visual pbcaptin, Capabdidy

Romdsite commerciad Jresdentrad or wductriad cluelenment shewid net be,
pomilied. ki this sl resauce, mewricgement wiul, Scch decelopmaendts
woadd. by nwmaﬂoroprtéx’aly located Lo the east i yisual resource
novagement und number 26 or A unid 34, Residerdial developmernt
ey he Compatble wity sami (E50UICE. rranagement providsd. iF were
Srated outside o the ceouypaied greenbelt arep, pnd at lpaor

/
23% qf e naturad landcover 15 (eff Lndistucbed. .

Clecweudt tomber hafucﬁmb sfiould, not be (:u.er'm.f.f{ai cgma the d&aé.qa,{'&s{
Greenbelt aves. (See vrsual pesource pravagement Lnd” fumber 27 For

2aditumal wifsrmation ),

OTRETCH OF ROAD

Fand
R

o VIEWS PRECOMINANTLY
O SoUTH

A rest area, - cnterprelatwe cenfer showd be dovelepect. A the
location. showns o this map { miepost. 34,5 aﬁomxmwM) This SIE
Qffew's expansiwe Ueis both o the north owd the soud omd coud be
an weal (patfun fur trads and. MJOTWM;W-W-gaﬂCﬁAj e naturil h-t%"ﬁanf
of vhd landsiapa, A lamdscope) onchidecd” showd divelyy o maeter

plavy for this fawlg
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Tuke zdvantnsy of euNnd Agh readside prsund 2bsaptem
copabrlily w e fufure Sitng of 2Ktrachon 52y bmber
harvests and other proposed land Leselopments w Tl Phe forggroumd
cantd Midﬂz?mwnd ditanct somes,

PORDADE VISUAL PRACRPTION CAPAGILITY for.
THIS ENTIRE  PANAGEMERT DI 15 MOERATE.
THIS WGAGHTS THAT SPELIAL DESIQN AND srrwcj
CoABLDERATIONS MNEED To BE TRKEN N AU

NoADAOE DEVELODMENT 1D INSURE THAT

T N @&

|

\
;—L‘:T‘::\ L

R

EXISTIAG DISTANT VIEUS
ARE 4wnOED,

) OCCA%(OMAL_ VIEWLS ARE PQ_E’:ENTUj TO THE'

GOUTH . DASHED ARROWS INDICATE  PosSiBLE

DITES o CPEMING up NIERS TO TRE moeTH
A0 P-DOm‘A) o THE visuadl QMLxT‘U‘

i\

EXISTING TuRNOUTS (BLACK. DoTs)

\ AREA Degs HAVING CONSIDERAMLE ADVERSE AFFELTS
ON GLENIL GUALTY Oue TO LAND CLERR! ) CLOMMETLUAL

AnD RESIDENT AL DEVELODMENT | FweERLINES, TunKk ETC.

RoACHICE RIGHT -OF el REVEGETATION EFFORTS 4Houd
Focus o0 THIE ARER | AND DEVEVOPMENT <TAM DawRes ~

SUMCELUNES SHOWD e ADCPTED “ucH THAT THIS [res
NAT gMERLE TO AN COTELTIONAME STRP DEVELOPMENT,




AECOMMENUATIONS

| Visual Resoura Managemen+ Unit No. 27 Assessment Units 180 -185
| Tanana Ef'dél@ Character Tupe } Approximake length . /1. < miizs

Ty

padpap.

—w_-:,m

HEVERAL

USHBL (E50Uree Moragement unid pundegr 277 ccludes elever, priles of huph
WL Poaduay. YRy west half of thi manasement yut fokews the okd Menana
hfuny | whde e exstern it 15 2 comypileiely new road (uhick fraverses B
P diding Aider dnd Lryple Crecks, The highuny culs Bnd £l psscciadnt
Wl W straspdened 2nd upgrading of the o Nenana fighumy portion and
e comstrution of the new section ane th only land dbvelopments imipactia
the very Maf scemis resourte valus ufrin'sic To this séretr o hughwny
Guien, fome. ; hese cuts 2ad flls shoaid develoy . veqetndeon cover and shouz
awuwlz7 pake TAes one of the mest sceviis pofows F T Gerrgt farks

hugfuey

PRIMARY MANAGE MENT  ReZomMENDATIONS

W ffually dragntll thi polien of the Genge Parks huheay i a sand
Pughunsy and detlop uiebnis Yo Manage w/zmwg Soralwe foragrvend
lands ir & mowsntr Which respecty those panticilary vatuable Gioeii respunces
A 200 ft wede greenbelt” bugond the. hugfutn rght’ o uoy 4 recomemsadad
Moy Thate potena of the huppuny with o hagh visudd aosnphon cppbdds,
Adduunat ﬁefzf work (g needed Yo difersmunte zm a,rf,orcp«s@&l WMWAJML
wbma those prdsors of The hghuny 0k modeunde o loew foresrind visind
ROCYPIUT, Copabily. oo e

J Hig wevay

Conimarcsl G cocluabvand doontigmond adjocend " TSN SN

T e Agfuwny Sadd it S permdied of e o " -}t:\-\?}jf,ﬁi\\\,\ W3

Makaaepunt’ unll Scch weer waght weore. Nl = N
- . B Co N

Wﬂ?pﬂ% bs located 1 monastmu e e 2 :

R o 28 . S

(| VEWSHED - ISUAL A%oRpTIon

CAPARILITY RATINGS FoR.
TH'S DORTION OF THE

ARRDUS INCICATE EXPANSINE
VIEWS
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Come resudential Plevelopwend coutel be Compatihl’ wih o scuc Aughumy _
Managmend” Slvatpy provedid that residemces are laated beyond The desymared
grewheld area ) 1 baat 50% of the nakwral (awdiover on The L w0 Lpt undicfubd
nd cadwidusd a@tss reads wih T fugpomy ave not drocloped.

Cleartut toshtr harvestng shald 1ot be peymlled wilhun tht designatd guobild
Area . Hilslopes Mmt-ﬂ/f'l/%&fcw The raadl are less sensuhot Tham Those 4eross tr’w
valley usuch are i Tha e éma o Sight o the viewer. Dus 4o Tht lexadion

G the read and the 5awaj z[msaﬁ} &f the farm‘ Comr, Tomitr r’m,rucrfu-ﬁ Shavid.
hawt minum el Usiid usppdd” providsd U 1 dene ourfsids of A greenpelt drta
wnd appropriall design and Silyrculiural fechnigiss ave enployed ( si3ing
wnd Shapuwdy of cut areas, ghag o rads , monmal oif dihuntorce | rapid
rejengvadion ).

Alowy Yo very Step FORALLrS whive evosSlon 10 prcuining dnd natural
revegetiwn i not procecding | anApaal planimg fzﬁvxﬂ«« $hwuddl.

the, develspment of guasses to coven the
bary raadeuds,

ISR 000 NENANA

A
R vaw parks

o  MIGUA
-/‘_ L. - / ‘1

ALOMTIGNAL FTELD WorRk REQWIRED TD DETERMINE
VIEWSHED = v 15UAL RBSORPTILN CRLARILTY

RATINGS FOR THIS PORTICN OF THE PARKS
HigHLoaLs

R pest anes. - wtApret Wt cutter showld bt dewbpid. up the S
Lnclicated on the map (milepost 344, 4 pporoximarely ) Thic locaten

Ufers the potenttal for expansive VRS poth 1o the north and Soudh, T

Georap Parks Hippuky pronumend presestly is located 2l The recommendad

Site. /?/J/of\:ssml’ /anaﬁsaw}au Avchitec) should be empéryu,( To develrrt
v macky plase for Thy design, und developaunt of tha fwag
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Visual Kesource Manasement Unit N 28
Chena. Ridge - Chenn. hyoediznds Chaoracrer Tupes

s—

T "Emmm
|_Assessment Units 18e-193

l Popnoximare (enath ' 7.9 mifes
L

T

P L

R TS S

(G ENERAL

Ursund resource pransdgment wnit” pumber 26 wcudn the ined 7%
mues Of the George parks hy as & etk Fadbanks, Inbinsi
visual qualdy rafings willal YhT area were moduately ha,
Aa:z;r foreagound (and dwelopments fipw, WM reduced the
visial gually  Lnseguently the prumary managpnend obfects

Jor thes manapement wnif” L rcfiuuZ‘ca& abong thme G;:Mm
T by visuat bﬁtgfu‘/tmfj adianttge of areas with hah

Visudl tosnpiien ufwmw developments | prd o
edept- amd wee diasgin At , quadebiiss cnd perfrimancs
glavidowdy wi The dertlopmnt o roadsids (ands, Those pusonrey

can lad to The srearion & o ursaa;@p/mmﬁ entrosit ond.
ko Qlastas second lonpest cu"i7

PRIMARY  MANAGEMENT LEDMMENDATIONS

Jecare seeme re;*r‘ardas"m;‘m,or‘ez‘w&ui: denlers i Che Twd
Locarums Ufusfroled on T map  The Ester Creek hunewt
wu-dfocus ore goll placer mutg w1 The fonr banks area.
This fa.a‘/f'r? would be. situated wdd pleguale Yiews of
Moty Tailmps and othe visdied euidence of prel amd
presend munud actiihes |

The truna roder thanod” would be & istor Lfermalien
Aenter fov fravtiers enderiny the iy . The educatnal -
wnieapreft material Cold focue on Faabanks Qs 2.
gty pudlt on o active floodploun ) and notund hatry
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