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1 INTRODUCTION

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities Central Region (DOT&PF) is 
conducting an Airport Planning Study at Scammon Bay, funded by the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA).  The study may include up to three planning and public involvement 
phases. The first phase is called a Feasibility Study, which will evaluate the feasibility of 
improving the airport in its current location or constructing a new airport at a different site near 
the community.  Subsequent phases may include a site selection study and airport layout plan. 
This phase, though, is focused on gathering information about the airport and community needs.  

The purpose of this Public Involvement Plan (PIP) is to encourage dialogue and sufficiently 
inform the public, airport users, and resource agencies during the Feasibility Study phase of this 
planning process. A combination of public meetings, a project website, and mailing lists will
meet the objective of providing early opportunities in the planning process to take comments 
about potential issues before final recommendations are made.

Scammon Bay is a remote community located in the Kusilvak Census Area, near the Bering 
Sea, nearly 150 miles northwest of Bethel. The community is bordered by the Kun River and 
wetlands to the north and the Askinuk Mountains to the south. Much of the community, 
including the airport, is located at sea level elevation.  

The Scammon Bay airport is owned and operated by DOT&PF. The airport is threatened by 
riverine flooding from the Kun River that overtops the airport every five to ten years. The 
Scammon Bay airport is expected to be impacted by major flooding sometime before 2030; the 
most recent major flood was in 2022.  
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2 PUBLIC OUTREACH

2.1 Public Meetings

One public meeting will be held during the Airport Feasibility Study phase of this planning study. 
The purpose of the meeting will be to inform the public about the project, field questions, and 
receive feedback.

The public meeting will focus on soliciting comments from the public on potential alternatives to 
address the needs identified in the Airport Feasibility Study. The meeting will summarize the 
identified needs at the airport. The majority of the meeting will be spent introducing alternatives 
which could address the needs identified at the airport.  

Alternative locations for the airport will also be presented, in addition to pros and cons of 
maintaining the airport in the current location. The meeting will focus on stakeholders providing 
input on the current and alternative locations. The meeting will allow for informal discussion and 
formal comments to be documented from community members. Community members will be able 
to evaluate and voice support or concern about alternatives; and suggest improvements to the 
process.

Public meetings will also be held during subsequent planning phases if airport relocation is 
recommended and during a construction project for the airport, as required by the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  

2.2 Website

A public website will be hosted on the DOT&PF projects webpage to inform the public about the 
plan. This webpage will serve as a repository for documents, newsletters, and notifications about 
the Airport Planning Study. Contact information for project leaders will allow the public to 
directly participate in the plan.

2.3 Mailing List

A mailing list will be maintained throughout the project. This live document will include all of 
those people who have self-identified interest in the project, and any additional stakeholders who 
have been identified through scoping. The mailing list will be used to update interested 
stakeholders about project updates, open houses, and other appropriate events. 

2.4 Informational and Educational Materials: Flyers and Comment Cards

Flyers and comment card materials will be published on the project website, sent in mailings, 
and be available as handouts at the open house. These are used to provide the public key 
information about the project, schedule, needs, and alternatives. The local Delta Discovery 
newspaper and KYUK, the public radio station for the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta, will also be 
contacted to run notifications about the project. 
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2.5 Advertisement

Project meeting announcements will be sent to the project mailing list. Flyers will be sent to the 
Post Office and Library for display. Advertisements for public meetings will be run in the local 
newspaper, the Delta Discovery. Meeting announcements will also be published on the Alaska 
Online Public Notice website and a media release will be prepared. 

Public meetings will be noticed at least 21 calendar days in advance and coordinated with the 
City of Scammon Bay and Native Village of Scammon Bay tribal leaders.   

2.6 Comment Collection

Summaries of public meeting records, including documentation of comments received during 
open format discussions will be completed and appended to the Airport Planning Study. 
Individual comments received through comment forms, emails, and webpage outreach will be 
collected and saved in the project records. Relevant comments and responses will be 
summarized in tabular form and included in the Airport Planning Study. 

2.7 Translation Services

Translation services will be available for the Central Yup’ik language at public meetings for the 
Feasibility Study.
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3 POTENTIAL STAKEHOLDERS

The Scammon Bay Airport is an important component of the Scammon Bay community, 
providing the only year-round linkage to Bethel and the broader region. As a result, there are many 
interested parties, some which have been identified (below). Additional parties will be maintained 
in the mailing list.

City of Scammon Bay
Native Village of Scammon Bay and Scammon Bay Traditional Council
Askinuk Corporation
Calista Corporation
Association of Village Council Presidents
Lower Kuskokwim School District 
Commercial Operators

o Bering Air 
o Fox Aircraft, LLC
o Grant Aviation
o Iliamna Air Taxi
o Katmai Air
o Ryan Air
o Yute Commuter Service

Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association
Federal Agencies

o FAA Airport Division
o FAA Flight Service
o FAA Runway Safety

State Agencies
o Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF)
o Department of Commerce, Community, and Economic Development (DCCED), 

Division of Communities and Regional Affairs (DCRA)
o Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)
o Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G)

Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
State  Legislators and Federal Congressional Delegation

Appendix E Page 007



Scammon Bay Airport Planning Study
State Program No. CFAPT01005 / AIP 3-02-0255-005-2023

Public Involvement Plan
November 2023

7

4 PROJECT CONTACTS

4.1 DOT&PF – Central Region

Philana Miles 
PO Box 196900 
Anchorage, AK 99519-6900 
philana.miles@alaska.gov
907-269-0519

4.2 Stantec Consulting Services, Inc.

Ryan Cooper
725 East Fireweed Lane Suite 200
Anchorage, AK 99503 
Ryan.Cooper@stantec.com
907-343-5241
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Website: DOT&PF
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Website: ArcStory
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Brochure 
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The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) is conducting a planning study for the 
Scammon Bay airport. Scammon Bay is a remote community located near the Bering Sea, along the Kun River. The 
airport is threatened by riverine flooding from the Kun River that overtops the airport every five to ten years. The project 
has analyzed the potential for coastal threats at the current airport, and a variety of potential relocation alternatives.

What are the Alternatives?
Alternative 1: No Action: Does not resolve the 
flooding and erosion threats.

Alternative 2: Shift & Raise: Shifts the runway 340 
feet inland and raises the surface elevation to +19.5 feet 
and installs erosion protection. 

Alternative 3: Near: Moves the Airport onto the 
transition between lowlands and the Askinuk Mountains, 
near the community of Scammon Bay.  

Alternative 4: Castle Hill: Moves the Airport to the 
valley between Castle Hill and the Askinuk Mountains.  

Alternative 5: Ridgeline: Moves the Airport to the 
ridgeline above Scammon Bay. 

How do the Alternatives compare?
Prior to engaging in Public Involvement, the two 
proposed alternatives for the most erosion protection are 
Alternative 2: Shift & Raise, and Alternative 5: 
Ridgeline.

Alternative 2: Shift & Raise: Provides the best 
combination of operational safety, passenger 
convenience, limited environmental impacts, and is 
likely the most cost-effective alternative. This 
alternative requires land acquisition, which may delay 
project design and construction. 

Alternative 5: Ridgeline has the lowest cost estimate 
for airport surface construction because it does not 
require additional flooding and erosion protection. It 
may be the least feasible option, or most uncertain, due 
to lack wind data and visibility issues though. 

Installation of a weather station and further analysis 
would be needed to determine the feasibility of this 
alternative. If the runway alignment needs to be 
significantly different, the cost of excavation and fill 
will increase and reduce the overall cost savings.  

Alternative 5 (“Ridgeline”) would be inconvenient for 
passengers and would cause significant environmental 
impact. This alternative requires substantial land 
acquisition and construction of a new access road, which 
could delay much needed airport improvements for the 
community. Access road maintenance would be 
problematic and expensive.

ScammonBayAirportPlan@stantec.com

Public Scoping
This public scoping will gather stakeholder input on all the 
potential alternatives. Stakeholder input is an important 
criteria for selecting a preferred alternative.
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Evaluation Factor 1: No Action 2: Shift & Raise 3: Near 4: Castle Hill 5: Ridgeline
Safety and Airport Resiliency
Elevation: Floodplain +10 - +17.5 feet +19.5 feet +19.5 feet +138 feet +1,013 feet
Distance from river 0 feet 340 feet 11,000 feet Above Floodplain Above Floodplain
Fog & Low Visibility 0.3% 0.3% 0.3% ~0.3 - 6.7% 17.0%
Wind Coverage 90.4% 90.4% Unknown Unknown Unknown
Wind Strength N/A Similar to SCM Unknown Unknown Higher
Airport Geology Good Poor Poor Good Good
Land Status

Land Ownership DOT&PF
DOT&PF, Calista,

Askinuk
Calista and 

Askinuk
Calista and 

Askinuk
Calista and 

Askinuk
Likelihood of Acquisition N/A Likely Uncertain Uncertain Uncertain

Subsistence Resources No significant
Low (Fish, Moose, 
Grouse, Waterfowl, 

Berries)

Medium (Fish, 
Moose, Grouse, 

Waterfowl, 
Berries)

Medium (Fish, 
Grouse, Waterfowl, 

Berries)

Medium (Grouse, 
Waterfowl, 

Berries)

Environmental
Noise Medium Medium Low Low Low
Wetlands 0 2.5 acres 11.4 acres 9.5 acres 0.3 acres
Fish No significant Runway culvert No significant No significant No significant
Birds & Other Wildlife No significant 16.6 acres 20.9 acres 39.7 acres 33.2 acres

Cultural Resources
No known Potential impacts to 

known area
No known areas No known areas No known areas

Contaminated Sites No significant No significant No significant No significant No significant
Passenger Convenience Best Best Medium Low Very Low
Distance to Community 
Center

0.3 miles 0.3 miles 2.2 miles 4.5 miles 6 miles

Constructability
Constructability Feasible Challenge Feasible Feasible Feasible
Distance to Solid Waste 3,560 feet 3,260 feet 3,800 feet 14,000 feet 10,900 feet
Distance to Sewage 
Lagoon

550 feet 550 feet 7,000 feet 9,500 feet 6,000 feet

Maintenance of Access 
Road

Easy Easy Difficult Very Difficult Very Difficult

Materials
Unclassified Excavation 0 15,440 cy 40,306 cy 166,594 cy 47,991 cy
Borrow 0 161,330 cy 370,691 cy 284,495 cy 224,174 cy
Subbase 0 51,215 cy 58,313 cy 72,222 cy 67,426 cy
Crushed Aggregate 0 38,515 ton 41,369 ton 52,797 ton 47,539 ton
Primary Armor Stone 0 61,353 ton 61,353 ton 0 0
Underlayer Stone 0 53,731 ton 53,731 ton 0 0
Material Source Distance 
(Local)

0 7,300 feet 2,000 feet 600 feet 2,000 feet

Utilities
Utilities (Cost) No significant $237,000 $1,838,500 $3,677,000 $4,911,000

Erosion Protection*
$0 $20 M Local, 

$31 M Barged
$20 M Local, 
$31 M Barged

$0 $0

Land Purchase No significant $3,000 $5,000 $23,000 $17,000
Cost Summary
Total Cost (Local) $0 $75,642,172.51 $94,588,701.28 $66,714,222.21 $59,398,368.40
Total Cost (Barged) $0 $130,430,801.50 $182,828,675.60 $126,997,026.70 $109,266,097.40
Public Opinion TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD
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Name: Telephone:  

Address:  Email:  

Please provide comments you think may be helpful for this plan. Are there specific improvements needed at 
the airport? What are your concerns about operations, maintenance, land use, or other airport issues?

Please complete this comment sheet to help us improve your airport. Thank you.

ScammonBayAirportPlan@stantec.com
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Ridgeline

Castle Hill

Shift and
Raise

Near

Study Area

Airport Boundary

Alternatives (2024)

April 2024 Figure 3-1: Alternatives

STATE OF ALASKA
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities

4111 Aviation Ave, Anchorage, Alaska 99516

SCAMMON BAY 
AIRPORT PLANNING STUDY

1:27,972 (At original document size)±
Notes:
1. Coordinate System: NAD 1983 2011 StatePlane
Alaska 8 FIPS 5008 Feet

0 0.15 0.3
Miles
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KYUK Radio Interview
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Newspaper Notice
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Yup’ik and Inupiaq Spelling Bee 
has record number of schools participating

The 2023-2024 Yup’ik and Iñupiat 
statewide spelling bees were held on 

Saturday, April 13th at the Alaska Native 
Science and Engineering Program’s 
Acceleration Academy building on the 
UAA campus in Anchorage. This year 
the spelling bees had a record number of 
schools and spellers participating furthering 
Indigenous language accomplishments and 
learning.

Below are the results of this year’s 
spelling bees, courtesy of Spelling Bee 
Organizer Freda Dan. A livestream of 
the spelling bees may be found on the 
Alaska Native Language Spelling Bee for 
Beginners Facebook page: https://fb.watch/
rq-DBUEnAX/.

IÑUPIAT SPELLING BEE Results
The winners of the statewide Iñupiat 

spelling bee, with the Iñupiat names first 
and the English name in parentheses:

Both Iñupiat spellers were from Kéet 

Sitka School District, coached by Suzzuk 

YUP’IK SPELLING BEE Results
The winners of the statewide Yup’ik 

spelling bee, with the Yup’ik name first, 
English name in parentheses:

1st

Nunam Iqua School, Lower Yukon 
School District

2nd

grade
Tukurngailnguq School, Stebbins, 

Bering Straits School District
3rd

grade
Nunam Iqua School, Lower Yukon 

School District
***
This year’s spelling bee had a record 21 

Yup’ik spellers from five districts and eight 
schools. Below is a list of this year’s state 
spelling bee participants and their coaches.

Yupiit School District
Arlicaq School, Akiak

Tuluksak School, Tuluksak
Coach: Ruth Napoka

Akiachak School, Akiachak

Lower Yukon School District
Nunam Iqua School, Nunam Iqua
Coach: Savanna Strongheart

grade

Alakanuk School, Alakanuk
Coach: Kenneth Lee

grade

Lower Kuskokwim School District
Ayaprun Elitnaurvik, Bethel

Dillingham City School District
Dillingham Middle School
Coach: Katarina Mowrer

Bering Straits School District
Tukurngailnguq School, Stebbins
Coaches: Qanikcaq Rebecca Atchak and 

Minnie Aluska

grade

Yup'ik Spelling Bee winner Arnayaraq Kirsten Akaran Manumik, 7th Grade.

AVCP Regional Housing Authority is an “At-Will” equal opportunity employer with Indian American / Alaska Native Preference 
pursuant to 7(b) of the Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistant Act of 1975. All qualified applicants will receive 
consideration for employment without regard to their protected veteran or disabled status and will not be discriminated 
against.
Personnel Policy 3.2
3.2 Application Process
Interested persons can be provided a copy of job descriptions for any job openings in AVCP RHA> Person’s desiring employment 
must fill and file a full and complete AVCP RHA job application at the offices AVCP RHA. A job resume must be attached to the
job application.

To apply, please submit a COMPLETED AVCP Regional Housing Authority application for employment and resume
to:

Mail to: Deliver to: Fax/email to:

AVCP – RHA
PO Box 767

Bethel, AK 99559

AVCP – RHA
411 Ptarmigan Road

Bethel, AK 9559

1-907-543-4020
ATTN: Human Resources

hr@avcphousing.org

Housing Management Department Bethel
Facilities Department Bethel
Finance Department

Housing Management Department Housing Management Department
Planner Development Department

C a l l  f o r  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t : 5 4 3 - 2 8 2 3

KNIK VETERINARY CLINIC
Dr. Jessica Klejka

Inupiaq Spelling Bee winners Agnauraq Jaeleen Holder 1st place (at 
right) and Ulugina Annabeth Huntington runner-up, both of Sitka.
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Social Media
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Online Public Notice

Appendix E Page 041



Appendix E Page 042



10

Public Meeting PowerPoint 
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Improve the safety of aviation at Scammon Bay

Threats:

• Flooding

• Erosion

Why is this important?

• Scammon Bay is not connected to the road

• Airport is the only year-round access to 
medical care, groceries, and heating

• Airport is the only year-round access for travel 
for school events

• Infrequent barge service and no ferry service

• Population is growing in Scammon Bay
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Date Event Description

1976 (August) Storm 
surge 
flood

Storm surge flood from Bering Sea. Flooded 
the airstrip, sewage lagoon, and two homes

1977 Flood High wind driven waves
1981 Flood Wind driven waves

1982 Flood Wind driven waves

2004 
(October) 

Storm High-water levels flooded airport

2011 
(November)

Coastal 
Flood

Storm caused water levels to rise significantly 
in the lower Yukon River with high-water 

levels at Scammon Bay
2013 

(November)
Coastal 
Flood

Significant washout of roads and airport

2016 Flood Flooding of airport and roads

2022 
(September)

Storm High-water levels flooded airport
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Recommends 

• Shifting airport inland 340 feet +

• Increase in elevation +

• Add erosion protection armoring

Very Expensive

$67 million – $118 million

The cost for shifting the airport is similar to the 
cost of relocating the airport entirely.

The analysis lead DOT&PF to evaluate potential 
alternative locations.
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• Constructability
• Distance to Solid Waste

• Cost

• Environmental
• AHRS Cultural Resources
• Birds & Other Wildlife Habitat
• Contaminated Sites
• Distance to Community Center
• Endangered Species
• Fish
• Marine Mammal Protection Act
• Noise (Impacts to Residents)
• Passenger Convenience
• Wetlands
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• Land Status
• Land Ownership
• Likelihood of Acquisition
• Subsistence Resources

• Material Required
• Material Source Distance (Local)

• Safety and Airport Resiliency
• Airport Geology
• Distance from river
• Elevation (Floodplain)
• Fog and Low Visibility
• Wind Coverage
• Wind Strength (Elevation)

• Utilities
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Alternative 1: No Action

Alternative 2: Shift & Raise

Alternative 3: Near

Alternative 4: Castle Hill

Alternative 5: Ridgeline

1: No 
Action

2: Shift & Raise 3: Near 4: Castle Hill 5: Ridgeline

Total Cost 
(Local)

$0 $75 M $94 M $66 M $59 M 

Total Cost 
(Barged)

$0 $130 M $182 M $126 M $109 M Appendix E Page 051
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Safety and Reliability: 
• 90.4% wind coverage
• Protected from erosion
• Convenient for passengers

Land Status: 
• Acquire 3 acres of land

Environmental: 
• Relatively low impacts

Constructability Challenges: 
• Challenge, must allow operations at airport 

to continue
• Less expensive with local material sites

Cost:
$75 million (local material) 
$130 million (barged material)
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Runway Protection

Would the community allow DOT&PF to 
purchase land for the airport?

Safety areas are still needed whether the 
airport stays in the current relocation or is 
shifted and raised.

Existing Runway

Alternative 2: Shift & Raise
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Safety and Reliability: 
• Unknown wind coverage
• Protected from erosion
• Inconvenient for passengers

Land Status: 
• Acquire 92 acres of land

Environmental: 
• Medium new impacts (less than other 

move alternatives)

Constructability Challenges: 
• Similar to Alternative 2, but existing 

runway would remain operational during 
construction

• Access road may be difficult to construct 
and maintain

Cost:
$94 million (local material)
$182 million (barged material)
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Safety and Reliability: 
• Unknown wind coverage
• Protected from erosion
• Very inconvenient for passengers

Land Status: 
• Acquire 110 acres of land

Environmental: 
• Relatively high impacts

Constructability Challenges: 
• Existing runway would remain operational 

during construction
• Access road may be difficult to construct 

and maintain 

Cost:
$66 million (local material)
$126 million (barged material)
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Safety and Reliability: 
• Unknown wind
• Protected from erosion
• Most inconvenient for passengers

Land Status: 
• Acquire 104 acres of land

Environmental: 
• Relatively high impacts

Constructability Challenges: 
• Existing runway would remain operational 

during construction
• Most difficult for land acquisition, 

construction time, and maintenance 
• Access road may be difficult to construct 

and maintain 

Cost: Least expensive from planning level –
but high uncertainty of cost
$59 million (local material)
$109 million (barged material)
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How to plow and maintain the access 
roads?

Access roads are AIP (Airport Improvement 
Plan) eligible for funding to the nearest non-
aeronautical use intersection; such as a 
driveway or local road. 

Local community typically maintains the 
roads beyond those points.

DOT&PF lacks the equipment and 
maintenance personnel to maintain long 
access roads in rural Alaska.
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Prior to engaging in Public Involvement

Alternative 5 Ridgeline is least expensive but 
has the most risk

Alternative 2: Shift & Raise is more 
expensive, but provides a beneficial mix of 
operational safety, passenger convenience, 
limited environmental impact, and cost 
effectiveness

1: No Action 2: Shift & Raise 3: Near 4: Castle Hill 5: Ridgeline

Total Cost 
(Local)

$0 $75 M $94 M $66 M $59 M 

Total Cost 
(Barged)

$0 $130 M $182 M $126 M $109 M 
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• Alternative Preference?

• Material Source
• Opinions on development of a local material source

• Other Local Projects Near the Airport
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Public Meeting Sign in Sheet
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1

Cooper, Ryan

Subject: RE: Scammon Bay Notes: First Draft

Signin Sheet is attached. 

Web people were:  
 Cooper, Ryan 
 Miles, Philana C (DOT) (External) 
 Campbell, Kendall D (FAA) 
 Mary Martinez 
 Paul Anderson (External) 
 Ponozzo, Kristi M (FAA) 
 Stephens, Amber D (DFG) (External) 
 Bryant, Rory K (FAA) 

People booked on the charter is attached. 

Ryan 

Appendix E Page 068



12

Public Meeting Notes 
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Scammon Bay Public Meeting Notes

June 18, 2024; Noon 
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From: Cooper, Ryan
Bcc: admin marayarmiut.com; AK1900PILOT@GMAIL.COM; FOXAIRCRAFT1@GMAIL.COM;

amber.stephens@alaska.gov; angelo.nvsb@gmail.com; askinakcorp@yahoo.com;
Ben_dietderich@sullivan.senate.gov; bjulak@yahoo.com; BLM_AK_AKSO_Public_Room@blm.gov;
carley.ann.e.wallace@faa.gov; cityclerkscm@hotmail.com; cityofscammon marayarmiut.com; Jaeger, Clare L CIV
USARMY CEHQ (USA); Clarence@avcp.org; corpaskinuk@yahoo.com; david@beringair.com;
dcra.admin@alaska.gov; DFG, HAB InfoAnc (DFG sponsored); dnr.scro@alaska.gov; epa-seattle@epa.gov;
ghsmith99662@gmail.com; greg.balogh@noaa.gov; helen@scmbaytc.org; info@avcp.org;
Isaac_Rivers@ykhc.org; Isiah_rivers20@yahoo.com; jferguson@ryanalaska.com; joe.laraux@alaska.gov;
kendall.d.campbell@faa.gov; kristi.m.ponozzo@faa.gov; lindseykasagull2004@gmail.com;
Louisawalker68@gmail.com; lynn.polacca@bia.gov; maxatsa14@gmail.com; Mary Martinez;
phazelkoganah@yahoo.com; Miles, Philana C (DOT); Representative.Neal.Foster@akleg.gov;
rlucas@ryanalaska.com; Marasigan, Romorenzo B (DOT); rory.k.bryant@faa.gov;
Scott_leathard@sullivan.senate.gov; sean.mcdermott@noaa.gov; Senator.Donald.Olson@akleg.gov;
Stephanie.Buss@alaska.gov; stevenwalker613@gmail.com; tcrandall@ryanalaska.com; tkuhns@calistacorp.com;
tom.george@aopa.org; Transportation@avcp.org; tsd@avcp.org; ulak2404@yahoo.com; wecare@flygrant.com;
wendy_loya@fws.gov

Subject: Scammon Bay Airport Feasibility Study: Public Comments Requested
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 12:57:00 PM
Attachments: Alternative Figures.pdf

Good Afternoon!

The Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has posted the Draft
Scammon Bay Airport Feasibility Study on our website for your review and comments at:
https://dot.alaska.gov/creg/scammon/

DOT&PF has recommended Alternative 2 (Shift & Raise) as presented in the June 18, 2024
public meeting. This alternative would shift the runway 340 feet inland along its current
alignment as protection from river movement. This alternative also includes raising the
surface elevation to +19.5 feet and installing erosion protection.

Please visit the project website to review the draft plan and provide comments related to the
proposed alternatives. Please use the “LEAVE A COMMENT” link available on the website
and let us know which alternative(s) you support and why. You can also simply reply to this
email. Please submit comments by Friday, March 21, 2025.

Your feedback and support are essential to secure funding for airport improvements at
Scammon Bay. The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has provided comments on the
draft plan. Concerns were expressed regarding the estimated costs of all proposed
alternatives.

Please reply to this email or contact the Project Team with questions.

Thank you in advance for your feedback!

Ryan Cooper
Ryan.cooper@stantec.com
907-343-5241 (office)

3900 C Street, Suite 902, Anchorage, Alaska 99503
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MEMORANDUM State of Alaska
Department of Fish and Game

Habitat Section

TO: Brian Elliot DATE: October 11, 2021 
Regional Environmental Manager 
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities

THRU: Ron Benkert SUBJECT: ADFG comments on
Southcentral Regional Supervisor CFAPT00691 

FROM: Andrew Kastning PHONE NO: 267-2813
Habitat Biologist II 

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) Habitat Section has reviewed the 
information provided on the Scammon Bay Airport Improvements project (CFAPT00691). The 
project will involve raising airport surface elevations while extending and shifting the runway 
away from the Kun River (AWC #335-40-10200). Plans include improving drainage, installing 
culverts, replacing one culvert, and adding erosion protection as needed. 

Scammon Bay Airport is situated in a tidally influenced area 8-12 feet above sea level. The 
comment request letter states that no permanent adverse impacts to fish habitat are anticipated. 
However, construction activities could temporarily affect resident and anadromous fish, 
necessitating trapping and removal prior to commencing construction activities. The Kun River 
supports chum salmon, inconnu and whitefish species. Area biologists and a local resident 
indicate that Alaska blackfish, ninespine stickleback, and northern pike are also in the project 
area. Resident and anadromous fish may be present in wetlands and side channels, particularly 
during high tide, as they navigate up the Kun River. Project considerations and construction 
timing should include plans to reduce turbidity in adjacent waters and relocation of fish from the 
construction area.  Fish Habitat permits will be required to replace the culvert crossing under the 
runway and installation of any necessary erosion control along the Kun River. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this project. Please contact Habitat 
Biologist Andrew Kastning at andrew.kastning@alaska.gov or 267-2813 if you have any 
questions. 

Attachments:  Site Maps  

Email cc:

Al Ott, ADF&G Habitat, Fairbanks 
N. Smith, ADF&G CF, Region III
J. Rypkema, ADEC, Anchorage
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