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 Knik Goose Bay Road Reconstruction 

  

 

 

  

DOT&PF Email to Agencies 
DOT&PF Formal Scoping Letter 
Project Background Materials 

B2.  Agency Scoping Email & Materials 



From: Hunt, Angela M (DOT)
To: DEC-Webmaster (DEC sponsored); Rypkema, James (DEC); Krauss, Brenda K (DEC); Ashton, William S (DEC);

Heil, Cynthia L (DEC); Bainbridge, Steven T (DEC); Kavalok, Tony (DFG); Bethe, Michael L (DFG); Satterfield,
Cynthia R (DFG); Ayers, Jean M (DNR); Romsland, Renee C (DNR); Bittner, Judith E (DNR); Wright, Stoney J
(DNR); regpagemaster@usace.army.mil; Hayes, Nicole M POA; curtis.jennifer@epa.gov;
lacroix.matthew@epa.gov; ak_fisheries@fws.gov; francess_mann@fws.gov; ann_rappoport@fws.gov;
ellen_lance@fws.gov; jeanne.hanson@noaa.gov; robert.Guertin@matsugov.us; fseagerboss@matsugov.us;
brad.sworts@matsugov.us; larry.devilbiss@matsugov.us; john.moosey@matsugov.us;
lonnie.mckechnie@matsugov.us; kendra.johnson@matsugov.us; mary.brodigan@matsugov.us;
vprupright@ci.wasilla.ak.us; planning@ci.wasilla.ak.us; agiddings@ci.wasilla.ak.us; clerk@ci.wasilla.ak.us;
rporter@kniktribe.org; dglass@ciri.com; r_theodore@gci.net

Cc: Lohrey, John (DOT sponsored); Welsh, Gerald F (DOT); Elliott, Brian A (DOT)
Subject: 52464: Knik Goose Bay Road Reconstruction_Ageny Request for Comments and Public Meeting Announcement

(December 6, 2012)
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 10:20:04 AM

Dear Agency Staff:
 
The Department of Transportation and Public Facilities, in cooperation with the Alaska
Division of the Federal Highway Administration, is soliciting comments and information on a
proposal to reconstruct Knik Goose Bay Road from Centaur Avenue to Vine Road, in the
Matanuska-Susitna Borough, Alaska. The project’s scoping materials can be accessed from
the link below:
 
http://dot.alaska.gov/creg/PDE/projects/52464_KGBRoad/52464_KGB_AgencyScopingLetter.pdf 

After reviewing the scoping materials, please reply to this email (or in writing) with the
following information:
 

1.       Further analysis needed to evaluate sensitive resources potentially impacted by the
proposed project.

2.       Regulatory permits/clearances required by your agency.
3.       Any concerns or issues your agency or organization might have with the proposed

project.
 
You are also invited to attend a Public Meeting Open House scheduled for Thursday,
December 6, 2012, at Goose Bay Elementary School, from 4:30 to 7:30 pm. For more
information, please visit the project website at www.knikgoosebayroad.com
 
We are requesting that comments be delivered by December 31, 2012. If you feel that
someone else in your organization should receive this notification, please forward this
email to them so they may comment.
 
Thank you, 
Angela Hunt
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DDepartment of Transportation  

and Public Facilities

DESIGN & ENGINEERING SERVICES 
PRELIMINARY DESIGN & ENVIRONMENTAL 

PO Box 196900
Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6900

Main: 907.269.0542
Toll Free: 800.770.5263

TDD: 907.269.0473
TTY: 800.770.8973
Fax: 907.243.6927

November 15, 2012 

Project: Knik Goose Bay Road Reconstruction 
Project No.: 52464 

Dear Agency Staff Member:

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF), in cooperation with 
the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), is soliciting comments and information on a 
proposed project to reconstruct Knik Goose Bay (KGB) Road from Centaur Avenue (milepost 
0.3) to Vine Road (milepost 6.8). The proposed project is located between Section 10, T. 17 N., 
R. 001 W., and Section 26, T. 17 N., R 002 W, Seward Meridian, within the Matanuska-Susitna 
Borough (MSB), Alaska (Figure 1). 

You are also invited to attend a public meeting open house on Thursday, December 6, 2012, at 
Goose Bay Elementary School, from 4:30 to 7:30 pm. For more information, please visit the 
project website at www.knikgoosebayroad.com.

Purpose and Need 
The purpose of the project is to improve mobility for people and freight and to enhance access 
management along this segment of the road, thereby improving safety and reducing congestion 
for roadway users. KGB Road serves as the primary link for residents living between Wasilla 
and the Goose Bay Airport. Due to high numbers of vehicles using KGB Road, it is currently 
over capacity and has above average crash rates and a higher proportion of high severity crashes 
compared to statewide rates for similar facilities. As a result of this very high crash problem, 
KGB Road was designated a Traffic Safety Corridor in June 2009.  

Proposed Action
The proposed work would include the following (Figures 2A-G):

� Minor realignment of KGB Road throughout the project corridor  
� Realigning approach roads and intersections 
� Adding two or more new travel lanes with a median 
� Enhancing drainage by replacing, extending or adding cross culverts    
� Widening shoulders 
� Adding signing and illumination, as needed 
� Retaining parallel pedestrian pathway 
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Existing Conditions 
KGB Road is a two-lane road extending through urban and rural areas for approximately 20 
miles between the Parks Highway in Wasilla and the Goose Bay Airport. The DOT&PF 
functional classification for KGB Road is Urban Principal Arterial between the Parks Highway 
(MP 0) and Foothills Boulevard (MP 5.7) and Rural Principal Arterial between Foothills 
Boulevard and the Goose Bay Airport (MP 19.9). 

KGB Road has two 12-foot wide lanes, shoulders varying from two to six feet, and gradual side 
slopes throughout most of its length.  It has numerous horizontal curves and a rolling vertical 
alignment, which generally conform to the surrounding terrain. KGB Road’s intersections with the 
Palmer Wasilla Highway, Fairview Loop Road and Vine Road are signalized and illuminated. 
Minor cross-street approaches are stop sign-controlled and are not illuminated. Drainage is provided 
by open ditches and culverts at natural drainage areas. There are no bridges or major drainage 
structures within the limits of the proposed project corridor.

A large portion of the land adjacent to KGB Road is developed with residences, neighborhoods, or 
businesses. As a result, numerous driveways and local roads intersect the road with full, direct 
access. The main commercial district is concentrated between Centaur Avenue and Fern Street at 
the north end of the project corridor. The remainder of undeveloped land adjacent to the project 
corridor consists mostly of birch, aspen, and spruce forests. 

Preliminary Environmental Research 
The environmental impacts are not clearly understood at this time and DOT&PF is preparing an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed project. The DOT&PF conducted preliminary 
research using the most current available data to identify environmental resources within the 
proposed project vicinity.  This information is contained in Appendix A and attached. To ensure 
all factors are considered in developing the proposed project, please provide your written 
comments, recommendations, and the additional requested information to our office no later than 
December 31, 2012.  

If you have any questions on the environmental effects, please contact Angela Hunt, 
Environmental Team Leader, at (907) 269-0529, or via email at angela.hunt@alaska.gov.
Questions concerning the engineering aspects of the proposed project can be directed to Gerry 
Welsh, P.E., Project Manager, at (907) 269-0550, or via email at gerry.welsh@alaska.gov.     

Sincerely, 

       
Regional Environmental Manager  

Enclosures: Appendix A  
Figure 1: Location and Vicinity Map 
Figure 2A-G: Proposed Project  
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cc:        John Lohrey, National Programs Team Leader, FHWA 
Gerry Welsh, P.E., Project Manager, PD&E 
Angela Hunt, Environmental Team Leader, PD&E

Distribution list:

ADEC Generic dec.webmaster@alaska.gov

ADEC, Division of Water, APDES James Rypkemna
Storm Water and 
Wetlands Manager jim.rypkema@alaska.gov

ADEC, Division of Water, 
Compliance Brenda Krauss

Environ Program Spec 
III brenda.krauss@alaska.gov

ADEC, Division of Water, 
Wastewater Discharge Authorization, 
Stormwater and Wetlands William Ashton Env Engineer william.ashton@alaska.gov
ADEC, Division of Air Qualtiy, Non-
Point & Mobile Sources Program Cindy Heil Program Director cindy.heil@alaska.gov
ADEC, Division of Spill Prevention 
and Response, Contaminated Sites Steve Bainbridge Program Manager steve.bainbridge@alaska.gov
ADF&G, Division of Wildlife 
Conservation Tony Kavalok Area Biologist tony.kavalok@alaska.gov
ADF&G Division of Habitat Mike Bethe Area Manager mike.bethe@alaska.gov

ADF&G Division of Habitat
Cynthia 
Satterfield Program Tech cynthia.satterfield@alaska.gov

ADNR, DPOR, Land and Water 
Conservation Fund 6(f) Jean Ayers Grant Administrator jean.ayers@alaska.gov
ADNR, Division of Mining, Land, & 
Water (MLW), Southcentral 
Regional Office (SRO) Renee Romsland 

Natural Resource 
Specialist renee.romsland@alaska.gov 

ADNR, DPOR, SHPO Judy Bittner Chief judith.bittner@alaska.gov

ADNR, Division of Agriculture Stoney Wright
Invasive Weed and Ag 
Pest Coord stoney.wright@alaska.gov

USACE Regulatory Division Generic regpagemaster@usace.army.mil 
USACE Regulatory Division Nicole Hayes Field Office Manager nicole.m.hayes@usace.army.mil
USEPA, NEPA Review Jennifer Curtis NEPA Reviewer curtis.jennifer@epa.gov 
USEPA, Wetlands Group Matt LaCroix Aquatic Resources Unit lacroix.matthew@epa.gov
USFWS Generic ak_fisheries@fws.gov

USFWS Frances Mann
Project Planning 
Regional Coordinator frances_mann@fws.gov

USFWS Ann Rappoport Field Supervisor ann_rappoport@fws.gov
USFWS Endangered Species Ellen Lance Branch Chief ellen_lance@fws.gov
NOAA NMFS Jeanne Hanson Field Supervisor jeanne.hanson@noaa.gov

Mat-Su Borough Floodplains Robert Guertin
Chief Code of 
Compliance Robert.Guertin@matsugov.us

Mat-Su Borough Land Use and 
Planning Fran Seager-Boss

Cultural Resource 
Specialist fseagerboss@matsugov.us

Mat-Su Project Mgt &Eng Brad Swortz
Planning Transportation 
Manager brad.sworts@matsugov.us

MSB  Borough Mayor Larry DeVilbiss Mayor larry.devilbiss@matsugov.us
MSB  Borough Manager John Moosey Manager john.moosey@matsugov.us

MSB Clerk
Lonnie 
McKechnie Clerk 

lonnie.mckechnie@matsugov.us

MSB Borough Kendra Johnson
Lead Code Compliance 
Officer kendra.johnson@matsugov.us

MSB Planning Commission Clerk Mary Brodigan Clerk mary.brodigan@matsugov.us
MSB Planning Commission President John Klapperich Chair
City of Wasilla - Mayor Verne Rupright Mayor vrupright@ci.wasilla.ak.us
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City of Wasilla Planning 
Commission Tina Crawford City Planner planning@ci.wasilla.ak.us
City of Wasilla  Archie Giddings Public Works Director agiddings@ci.wasilla.ak.us 
City of Wasilla – City Council Kim Smithers Clerk clerk@ci.wasilla.ak.us

Knik Tribal Council
Richard Porter / 
Kevin Toothaker

Executive Director / 
Admin Asst rporter@kniktribe.org

Cook Inlet Region, Inc. Dara Glass Land Administrator dglass@ciri.com
Knikatnu, Incorporated (Knik-
Fairview) William Theodore President r_theodore@gci.net
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APPENDIX A

Historic Properties, Archeological and Cultural Resources: In August 2011, an
archaeological and architectural survey was conducted to identify and evaluate potential 
archeological and historic properties within the direct and indirect Area of Potential Effect 
(APE). The survey was performed in accordance with the Standards and Guidelines for 
Investigating and Reporting Archaeological and Historic Properties in Alaska (Historic 
Preservation Series No. 11) and the Secretary of Interior’s Standards and Guidelines for 
Archaeology and Historic Preservation (48 FR 44716). The survey identified four isolated 
historic resources, 15 historic-age buildings, and eight archaeological sites within the APE. None 
of these resources were recommended eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic 
Places, except one archaeological site (AHRS ANC-3444). At this time, the project is not 
expected to impact this site and DOT&PF anticipates a Finding of No Historic Properties 
Affected. The DOT&PF will submit the survey report to the State Historic Preservation Officer 
for review as part of the Section 106 consultation. 

Wetlands and Other Waters of the U.S.: In July 2011, a wetland delineation for the proposed 
project was performed in accordance with the 2007 Regional Supplement to the Corps of 
Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual: Alaska Region. The study indentified a storm water 
collection pond and one wetland within the project corridor. 

The storm water collection pond is located near the KGB Road/Palmer-Wasilla Highway
intersection. The pond drains uplands, not wetlands, and is non-jurisdictional. 

The wetland complex approximately eight acres in size is located along the north side of KGB
Road near Lakewood Drive and consists of open spruce scrub, open low alder shrub, and sedge 
meadow. The wetland appears to be connected by subsurface hydrology to wetlands to the north 
and Cottonwood Creek to the south. Cottonwood Creek is a tributary to Knik Arm, a navigable 
waterway.  A functional assessment of the wetland was performed using DOT&PFs Alaska 
Wetland Assessment Method (AKWAM). The wetland was determined to have a moderate to 
low functional value due to the absence of nearby waterways, disturbance within the wetland, 
adjacent development, an abundance of similar wetlands within watershed, and moderate to low 
wildlife and habitat values.

At this time, roadway widening is expected to impact less than one acre of the wetland complex.
A USACE Section 404 permit will be obtained prior to project construction. 

Anadromous Fish Streams and Essential Fish Habitat: Two anadromous streams, 
Cottonwood Creek and Crocker Creek, flow on the south side of KGB Road within the proposed 
project area. Both creeks support Sockeye and spawning Coho salmon. At this time, no work or 
discharge of fill material below ordinary high water would occur as part of the project. Source: 
ADF&G, 2012. Fish Resource Monitor. Accessed June 4, 2012,
http://gis.sf.adfg.state.ak.us/FlexMaps/fishresourcemonitor.html?mode=awc
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Moose: In November 2011, an analysis of moose collisions was conducted to determine the 
maximum frequency and maximum rate of moose-vehicle collisions along KGB Road between 
1999 and 2008. The study indicated that KGB Road has a moderate maximum rate (i.e., between 
75 and 95 percentile) of moose-vehicle collisions and that the collisions are centered between the 
intersections of KGB Road with Fern Street and Clapp Road. To help mitigate these collisions, 
DOT&PF is proposing to remove the vegetation and other sight obstructions from the existing 
right-of-way and install warning signs according to Central Region policy. Warning sign 
locations are determined during final design. 

Migratory Birds and Eagles’ Nest: Several migratory bird species may migrate through the 
proposed project area and may be disturbed by land clearing operations. However, vegetation 
clearing activities will be restricted during the USFWS Recommended Time Periods for 
Avoiding Vegetation Clearing in Alaska (i.e. May 1 – July 15) to reduce potential impacts to 
migratory birds. In the event clearing during these months become necessary, DOT&PF will 
consult with the USFWS to determine the most appropriate methods to minimize and/or mitigate
impacts.

No bald eagle nests have been identified within 0.25 mile of the proposed project corridor. 
Source: USFWS, 2012. Alaska Bald Eagle Nest Atlas. Accessed June 4, 2012.
http://164.159.151.40/private/alaskabaldeagles/viewer.htm

Threatened and Endangered Species: No state or federal endangered, threatened, or candidate 
species or critical habitats are present within the proposed project area. Sources: USFWS, 2012.
Endangered Species Listing Program, accessed June 4, 2012.
http://alaska.fws.gov/fisheries/endangered/listing.htm and ADF&G, 2012.

National Wildlife Refuges, State Refuges, Critical Habitat Areas and Sanctuaries:
No national wildlife refuges exist within the proposed project area. The Goose Bay State Game 
Refuge is located near the southern end of Knik Goose Bay Road. However, the refuge is over 10 
miles south of the project area and it is not expected to be impacted by the proposed project. No
other State Refuges, Critical Habitat Areas, or Sanctuaries are in the proposed project area. 
Sources: USFWS, 2012. National Wildlife Refuge, accessed June 4, 2012,
http://alaska.fws.gov/nwr/map.htm and ADF&G, 2012. Refuges, Sanctuaries, Critical Habitat 
Areas & Wildlife Ranges, accessed June 4, 2012,
http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=protectedareas.locator

Navigable Waters: No navigable waters are in the project corridor. Source: USACE Alaska 
District’s List of Navigable Waters, accessed June 4, 2012,
http://www.poa.usace.army.mil/reg/NavWat.htm

Receiving Waters and Impaired Water bodies: Stormwater runoff is channeled though open 
ditches and culverts into natural drainage areas within the Cottonwood Creek watershed. The 
surrounding terrain is generally flat throughout the proposed project area and water filters
through gravelly substrate and/or infiltrates into vegetated areas. No bridges or major drainage 
structures are present within the limits of the proposed project. Seven miles of Cottonwood Creek is 
considered impaired due to high levels of fecal coliform bacteria, which is likely a result of urban 
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development and runoff.  A TMDL for fecal coliform bacteria is expected to be completed in 2013 
(Source: ADEC, Alaska’s Final 2010 Integrated Water Quality Monitoring and Assessment Report, 
July 15, 2010.)

Roadway widening would roughly double the impervious surface area of the highway in the 
project area, which is expected to slightly increase stormwater discharges to receiving waters 
adjacent to the highway. Increasing the impervious area would reduce initial infiltration and
slightly increase the speed at which runoff enters receiving waters. Because the stormwater is 
filtered before reaching surface waters, this increase would be minor in nature and would not
alter existing large-scale drainage patterns. Additionally, roadway construction is not expected to 
increase the concentration of fecal coliform bacteria reaching receiving waters. 

Contaminated Sites, Spills and Underground Storage Tanks: In September 2011, A Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessment was conducted to identify potentially contaminated sites within 
the project area. The study identified 19 potentially contaminated sites based on the presence of
potential sources of contamination such as fuel and automotive stations, trash accumulation, 
dumping, or abandoned vehicles. Further investigation of these sites will be conducted during the 
design phase of the project. 

Flood Plain and Regulatory Floodway: Cottonwood Creek is designated as a Zone A 
floodplain; however, the creek does not cross KGB Road within the project corridor. No other 
mapped floodplains are in the project area. Source: MSB online Adopted FIRM maps 8070E, 
8065E, 8045E, accessed June 4, 2012,
http://www.matsugov.us/planning/edit-all-articles-accordians-and-carousels/divisions/code-
compliance-um/88-femafirm-maps

Recreational Areas: A recreational complex with baseball fields is located on the north side of 
KGB Road at Frank Smith Road. The complex is owned by the State of Alaska Department of 
Natural Resources, Division of Lands and leased by Wasilla Little League. At this time, the 
project may have a minor impact to the recreational complex through purchase of additional 
right-of-way. The DOT&PF will consult with the FHWA to determine the applicability of 
Section 4(f) of the DOT Act and complete an evaluation, if applicable. Source: Matanuska-
Susitna Borough Land Management, accessed June 4, 2012,
http://maps.matsugov.us/landadmin/viewer.htm

Air Quality: Air quality in the project area meets all National Ambient Air Quality Standards. 
Source: EPA, online The Green Book Nonattainment Areas for Criteria Pollutants, accessed 
June 4, 2012, http://www.epa.gov/oar/oaqps/greenbk/index.html.

Material and Disposal Sites: The Contractor would supply material for the road, subgrade 
structure and surfacing.  Similarly, the Contractor would obtain disposal sites.  
If the Contractor elects to use an undeveloped material site, contract language will require the 
Contractor to acquire all necessary permits and clearances for the site(s) and provide copies to 
the DOT&PF Project Engineer prior to development. Per DOT&PF specifications, the 
Contractor will also be responsible for implementing a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan.
Material from a borrow site that has not received the appropriate permits and clearances will not 
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be accepted for project construction. Disposal of excess material outside the ROW is not 
anticipated for this project.

Estimated Ground Disturbance: The proposed project is expected to involve approximately 
175 acres of ground disturbance primarily through roadway widening and vegetation clearing 
activities. 
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Roadifer, Carol J (DOT)

From: Michelle Olsen <Michelle.Olsen@matsugov.us> on behalf of Permit Center 
<PermitCenter@matsugov.us>

Sent: Monday, March 24, 2014 10:37 AM
To: Roadifer, Carol J (DOT)
Subject: RE: KGB Road Reconstruction Centaur to Vine
Attachments: KGB Flood Map.pdf

Hi Carol, 
 
I've attached a map showing the flood zone is outside of the KGB ROW. 
 
If you need anything additional please don't hesitate to contact us at 861‐7822. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Michelle Olsen, CFM 
Deputy Floodplain Administrator 
Matanuska‐Susitna Borough 
Permit Center 
350 E Dahlia Ave 
Palmer, AK 99645 
(907) 861‐7871 
 
 
 

From: Roadifer, Carol J (DOT) [mailto:carol.roadifer@alaska.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, March 20, 2014 9:29 AM 
To: Permit Center 
Subject: FW: KGB Road Reconstruction Centaur to Vine 
 
Michelle, 
I am following up on our conversation in February regarding a proposed DOT&PF project on KGB Road. 
Is it possible to get any documentation indicating a flood plain permit would not be required. 
Thank you 
Carol 
 

From: Roadifer, Carol J (DOT)  
Sent: Wednesday, February 26, 2014 3:30 PM 
To: 'permitcenter@matsugov.us' 
Cc: Dietrick, Matthew V (DOT) 
Subject: KGB Road Reconstruction Centaur to Vine 
 
Michelle, 
 
This email is to confirm our telephone conversation this afternoon regarding the ADOT&PF project along Knik‐Goose Bay 
Road (Centaur Avenue to Vine Road) indicating no flood plain permit is required for this project.   
 
Thank you for your assistance. 
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Carol 
 
Carol Roadifer, P.E.,  Designer   
State of Alaska DOT&PF, Central Region Preliminary Design & Environmental Section  
P.O. Box 196900, Anchorage, Alaska  99519‐6900 
Phone 907.269.0547 

 
Keep Alaska Moving through service and infrastructure.   

 



PARKS

V
IN

E

KNIK-GOOSE B
AY

M
A

C
K

F
E

R
N

C
L

A
P

P

MUSEUM

ADSON

MARBLE

LAURIE

C
LYDESD

A
LE

JESS

C
U

B

B
E

A
C

O
N

X

X

A

A

0 0.4 0.80.2 Miles

This map is solely for informational purposes only. The Borough makes no
express or implied warranties with respect to the character, function, or
capabilities of the map or the suitability of the map for any particular purpose
beyond those originally intended by the Borough. For information regarding the
full disclaimer and polices related to acceptable uses of this map, please contact
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Roadifer, Carol J (DOT)

From: Griswold, Keith - NRCS, Wasilla, AK <keith.griswold@ak.usda.gov>
Sent: Friday, March 28, 2014 2:40 PM
To: Roadifer, Carol J (DOT)
Subject: Widening of KGB AD1006
Attachments: ad1006_KGB_Widening.pdf

Ms. Roadifer 
 
Here is the determination for the road project.  I found no finding of conversion of farmland from the shapefile you 
presented me. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me 
 
Thanks 
 
 

Keith Griswold 
Central HUB Leader 
1700 E. Bogard Rd. 
Building A, Suite 203 
Wasilla, AK  99654 
 
Office   907-373-6492 ext 101 
Cell       907-315-5054 
Fax        907-373-7192 
 
 

 
 
 
 
This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any 
unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the 
law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, 
please notify the sender and delete the email immediately.  



U.S. Department of Agriculture

FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING
PART I (To be completed by Federal Agency) Date Of Land Evaluation Request

Name Of Project Federal Agency Involved

Proposed Land Use County And State

PART II (To be completed by NRCS) Date Request Received By NRCS

Does the site contain prime, unique, statewide or local important farmland?
(If no, the FPPA does not apply -- do not complete additional parts of this form).

Acres Irrigated Average Farm Size

Major Crop(s) Farmable Land In Govt. Jurisdiction Amount Of Farmland As Defined in FPPA

Name Of Land Evaluation System Used Name Of Local Site Assessment System Date Land Evaluation Returned By NRCS

Yes       No

Acres: % %Acres:

PART III (To be completed by Federal Agency) Alternative Site Rating
Site A Site B Site C Site D

A. Total Acres To Be Converted Directly
B. Total Acres To Be Converted Indirectly
C. Total Acres In Site

PART IV (To be completed by NRCS) Land Evaluation Information

A. Total Acres Prime And Unique Farmland
B. Total Acres Statewide And Local Important Farmland
C. Percentage Of Farmland In County Or Local Govt. Unit To Be Converted
D. Percentage Of Farmland In Govt. Jurisdiction With Same Or Higher Relative Value

PART V (To be completed by NRCS) Land Evaluation Criterion
               Relative Value Of Farmland To Be Converted (Scale of 0 to 100 Points)

PART VI (To be completed by Federal Agency)
Site Assessment Criteria (These criteria are explained in 7 CFR 658.5(b)

Maximum
Points

1. Area In Nonurban Use
2. Perimeter In Nonurban Use
3. Percent Of Site Being Farmed
4. Protection Provided By State And Local Government
5. Distance From Urban Builtup Area
6. Distance To Urban Support Services
7. Size Of Present Farm Unit Compared To Average
8. Creation Of Nonfarmable Farmland
9. Availability Of Farm Support Services

10. On-Farm Investments
11. Effects Of Conversion On Farm Support Services
12. Compatibility With Existing Agricultural Use

TOTAL SITE ASSESSMENT POINTS 160

PART VII (To be completed by Federal Agency)

Relative Value Of Farmland (From Part V) 100
Total Site Assessment (From Part VI above or a local
site assessment) 160

TOTAL POINTS (Total of above 2 lines) 260

Site Selected: Date Of Selection
Was A Local Site Assessment Used?

Yes No
Reason For Selection:

(See Instructions on reverse side) Form AD-1006 (10-83)
This form was electronically produced by National Production Services Staff

2/12/14

Widening of KGB from Central to Vine Streets DOT

Roadway MatSu Borough, Alaska

3/19/14

✔ 1724 138 acres

Hay, Vegetables, cut flowers 2,405,517 14 288,000 12

LESA LESA 3/28/14

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0 0 0 0

0

0

0 0 0 0

0 0

Note from NRCS. No farmland will be affected by the widening of this road. Existing road footprint exists or is timberland.

0 0 0

0

0 0 0 0



 Step 1 Federal agencies involved in proposed projects that may convert farmland, as defined in the Farmland Protection
Policy Act  (FPPA) to nonagricultural uses, will initially complete Parts I and III of the form.

Step 2 -

-

Originator will send copies A, B and C  together with maps indicating locations of site(s), to the Natural Resources
 Conservation Service (NRCS) local field office and retain copy D for their files. (Note: NRCS has a field office in most counties 
in the U.S. The field office is usually located in the county seat. A list of field office locations are available from the NRCS 
State Conservationist in each state).

Step 3 - NRCS will, within 45 calendar days after receipt of form, make a determination as to whether the site(s) of the pro-
posed project contains prime, unique, statewide or local important farmland.

. Step ‘4 - In cases where farmland covered by the FPPA will be converted by the proposed project, NRCS field offices will com-
plete Parts II, IV and V of the form.

 Step 5 - NRCS will return copy A and B of the form to the Federal agency involved in the project. (Copy C will be retained for
NRCS records).

Step 6 - The Federal agency involved in the proposed project will complete Parts VI and VII of the form.

Step 7 - The Federal agency involved in the proposed project will  make a determination as to whether the proposed conver-
sion is consistent with the FPPA and the agency’s internal policies. 

 INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING FORM

Part I:    In completing the "County  And State" questions list all the local governments that are responsible
for local land controls where site(s) are to be evaluated.

Part III: In completing item B (Total Acres To Be Converted  Indirectly), include the following:

 1 .  Acres not being directly converted but that would no longer be capable of being farmed after the conver-
 sion, because the conversion would restrict access to them.

2. Acres planned to  receive services from an infrastructure project as indicated in the project justification
(e.g. highways, utilities) that will cause a direct conversion.

Assign the maximum points for each site assessment criterion as shown in § 658.5 (b) of CFR.  In cases  of 
:

 and will, be weighed zero, however, criterion #8 will be weighed a maximum of 25 points, and criterion
#11 a  maximum of 25 points. 

Individual Federal agencies at the national level, may assign  relative weights  among the 12 site assessment 
 criteria other than those shown in the FPPA rule. In all cases where other weights are assigned relative adjust-
ments must be made to maintain the maximum total weight points at l60.

Federal agencies shall consider each of the criteria and assign points within the
 limits established in the FPPA rule.  Sites most suitable for protection under these criteria will receive the
highest total scores, and sites least suitable, the lowest scores.

 Part VII: In computing the "Total Site Assessment Points" where a State or local site assessment is  used 
points is other than 160, adjust the site assessment points to a base of160.

Example: if the Site Assessment maximum is 200 points, and alternative  Site "A" is rated 180 points:
Total points x  160 =  144 points for Site “A.”

STEPS IN THE PROCESSING THE FARMLAND A N D  CONVERSION IMPACT RATING FORM

Part VI: Do not complete Part VI if a local site assessment is used.

 projects such  as transportation, powerline and  flood control, criteria #5 and #6 will not applycorridor-type

In rating alternative sites, 

and the total maximum number of

 200 
assigned Site A = 180 

Maximum points possible




