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Project Specific Special

SECTION 727
SOIL STABILIZATION MATERIAL
Special Provision
727-2.01 MULCH. Delete numbered item 1. in its entirety and substitute the following: 
1.
Virgin/Recycled Wood Fiber, or Blended Wood-Paper Mulch. 

Mulch shall consist of specially prepared wood fiber processed to contain no growth or germination inhibiting factors. The mulch shall be manufactured and processed in such a manner that the fibers will remain in uniform suspension in water under agitation and will blend with grass seed, fertilizer and other additives to form a homogeneous slurry. The mulch shall be of a texture such that it can be applied uniformly to the soil surface. Mulch shall not create a hard crust upon drying and it shall have moisture absorption and retention properties as well as the ability to hold grass seed in contact with the soil.
The mulch shall be shipped in packages of uniform weight (plus or minus 5%) bearing the name of the manufacturer and the air-dry weight content.
The mulch shall be dyed a suitable color to facilitate inspection of the placement of the material.
A commercial tackifier shall be used on all seeded areas where mulch is applied. The amount added will be as recommended by the manufacturer.
3.
Shredded Bark Mulch: Shredded Bark Mulch shall consist of shredded bark and wood.  Maximum length of any individual components shall be two (2) inches and a minimum of 75% of the mulch shall pass through a one (1) inch sieve.  Mulch shall be free of growth or germination-inhibiting ingredients.  The bark mulch shall have the characteristics of retaining moisture, forming a mat not susceptible to spreading by wind or rain, and providing a good growth medium for plants.  Shredded bark may contain up to 50% shredded wood material.  Wood chips are not acceptable.  Bark mulch containing shredded wood shall be aged for one-year minimum prior to installation.  The mulch shall not contain resin, tannin, or other compounds in quantities that are detrimental to plant life.  Mulch shall be spread evenly in all planting beds as shown on Plans.

Add the following subsection 727-2.04:

727-2.04 Compost Blanket.  Compost blanket media shall be a composted, weed free organic matter source derived from: peat, agricultural, food, or industrial residuals; biosolids (treated sewage sludge); yard trimmings; source-separated or mixed solid waste. Particle size shall be as described below in the product parameters table. The compost shall possess no objectionable odors, will be reasonably free (<1% by dry weight) of man-made foreign matter and will meet the product parameters outlines below. The product shall be certified through the U.S. Composting Council’s (USCC) Seal of Testing Assurance (STA) program. Before delivery of the compost, supplier must provide a copy of the lab analysis, performed by a STA Program certified lab, verifying that the compost meets the product parameters listed below. The lab analysis should not be more than 90 days old.
Compost Blanket Parameters
	Parameters 1,4
	Reported as 
(units of measure)
	Vegetated Compost

	pH2 
	5.0 - 8.5

	Soluble Salt Concentration2 
(electrical conductivity) 
	dS/m (mmhos/cm)
	Maximum 5

	Moisture Content 
	%, wet weight basis
	30 – 60

	Organic Matter Content 
	%, dry weight basis
	25 – 65

	Particle Size 
	% passing a selected mesh size, dry weight basis
	· 3”, 100% passing 

·  1”, 90% to 100% passing 

·  3/4”, 65% to 100%passing 

·  1/4”, 0% to 75% passing 

·  6” maximum particle length 



	Stability3 

Carbon Dioxide 

Evolution Rate 
	mg CO2-C per g OM per day
	< 8

	Physical Contaminants (man-made inerts) 
	%, dry weight basis
	< 1


1.
Recommended test methodologies are provided in Test Methods for the Examination of Composting and Compost (TMECC, The US Composting Council) 
2.
Each specific plant species requires a specific pH range.  Each plant also has a salinity tolerance rating; maximum tolerable quantities are known.  When specifying the establishment of any plant or turf species, it is important to understand the pH and soluble salt requirements and how they relate to the compost in use. 
3.
Stability/Maturity rating is an area of compost science that is still evolving and, as such, other various test methods could be considered.  Also, never base compost quality conclusions on the result of a single stability/maturity test. 
4.
Landscape architects and project (field) RCEs may modify the allowable compost specification ranges based on specific field conditions and plant requirements. 

The product shall be certified through the U.S. Composting Council’s (USCC) Seal of Testing Assurance (STA) program. Before delivery of the compost, supplier must provide a copy of the lab analysis, performed by a STA Program certified lab, verifying that the compost meets the product parameters listed below. The lab analysis should not be more than 90 days old.
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