Section 720

Special Provisions

Replaces Section 720 with the following:

SECTION 720
BEARINGS
720-2.01 ELASTOMERIC BEARING PADS. Elastomeric bearing pads include plain pads, consisting of elastomer only, and laminated pads with steel laminates.
1.
General. Meet AASHTO M 251, with the following revisions:

4.1 Properties of the Elastomer 
Delete the first sentence and replace with the following: Use elastomeric compound in the construction of the bearings containing only virgin natural polyisoprene (natural rubber) as the raw polymer. Do not use neoprene. Properties and requirements elsewhere in AASHTO M 251 pertaining solely to polychloroprene (neoprene) do not apply. 

Add the following:
Use elastomer compound classified as low temperature Grade 5 and meeting the requirements of paragraph 8.9.1. 
5.
FABRICATION
Add the following paragraph: 

5.5. Fabricate pads over 3/4 inch thick with alternating laminations of elastomer and metal or fabric reinforcements. The outside laminations must be metal or fabric with a minimum elastomer cover as shown on the Plans. 
Table 2 – Tolerances.

Delete Item 6 and replace with the following:

6.
Top, bottom, and edge cover of embedded laminates or connection members -0, +1/8 inch.
2.
Certification. Furnish a Certified Test Report from the manufacturer or an independent testing laboratory containing a list of dimensional, chemical, metallurgical, electrical, physical, and other required test results of the specified material certifying that the product or assembly has passed all specified tests. Include the following:

a.
the project name and number;

b.
the manufacturer's name;

c.
the name of the product or assembly;

d.
a complete description of the material;

e.
country of origin;

f.
the lot, heat, or batch number that identifies the material;

g.
all required test results for the specified material from the same lot, heat, or batch defined in Subsection 720-2.01.2.f; and

h.
a statement, signed by a person having legal authority to act for the manufacturer or the independent testing laboratory, that the test results show that the product or assembly to be incorporated into the project has been sampled and tested and the samples have passed all specified tests.

Tag, stencil, stamp, or otherwise mark all materials or assemblies furnished under certification to the project with the lot number, heat number, batch number, or other appropriate identification, which can be readily recognized and legible, and is identical to the accompanying Certified Test Report. 

720-2.02 EPOXY ADHESIVE FOR ELASTOMERIC BEARING PADS. Meet AASHTO M 235, Type IV, Grade 3.

720-2.03 POLYTETRAFLUOROETHYLENE (PTFE) BEARINGS. PTFE bearing assemblies consist of elastomeric bearing pads, polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE) surfacing, and stainless steel and steel plates. 

1.
Materials. 

Elastomeric Bearing Pads
Subsection 720-2.01

Stainless Steel Plates
ASTM A 240, Type 304

Steel Plates
ASTM A 709, Grade 36

Use PTFE from virgin material (not reprocessed) meeting the requirements of ASTM D 4894 or D 4895, and Table 720-1. 

2.
Fabrication. Fabricate the PTFE sliding surface with lubricant dimples having a maximum diameter of 0.32 inch, a minimum depth of 0.08 inch and a maximum depth of one half of the PTFE sheet thickness. Distribute the dimples uniformly within the area ¼ inch from the edges of the PTFE sheet and occupying between 20 percent and 30 percent of the PTFE sheet area.

For welding of structural steel, conform to the requirements of Section 504. 

TABLE 720-1

POLYTETRAFLUOROETHYLENE (PTFE)

	Test
	Requirements

	Specific Gravity
	2.13 - 2.19

	Peak Melting Temperature
	623oF ((2oF)

	Tensile strength (Minimum)
	2800 psi

	Elongation (Minimum)
	200%


Bond the PTFE to steel substrate under controlled conditions according to the written instructions of the manufacturer of the adhesive system. Use adhesive material meeting the requirements of the PTFE manufacturer.

Uniformly roughen the contact surfaces of PTFE sheet and steel plate to be bonded to a minimum roughness height value of 250 microinches. 

Factory treat the side of the PTFE sheet to be bonded by the sodium naphthalene or sodium ammonia process, after the contact surface is roughened. 

Fully bond the PTFE sheet in the recess. Ensure the PTFE surface is smooth and free from bubbles after completion of the bonding operation. PTFE sheets that are delaminated will be rejected.

Perimeter seal weld the stainless steel plate to the steel sole plate. Use stainless steel electrodes in accordance with the requirements of the electrode manufacturer. After the completion of the weld operation, ensure the stainless steel plate is smooth and free from waves.

Control the flatness of the bearing elements such that upon completion of the bearing assembly the PTFE/stainless steel sliding interface is in full bearing. 

Provide a mating surface of the stainless steel plate with the PTFE surfacing with a surface finish of less than 8 microinches root-mean-square (rms), determined according to ASME Standard B46.1. Do not exceed a first movement static coefficient of friction of 0.05 for the sliding element of the production bearings, when tested without the coating of silicone grease.

Fully vulcanize elastomeric bearing pads to the steel plates under factory controlled conditions. Provide a bond with a peel-strength of at least 30 pounds per inch as determined by AASHTO M 251, appendix X2.
Prepare and paint metal surfaces, except stainless steel surfaces, of bearings exposed to the atmosphere in the completed work. Prepare and paint the surfaces according to Section 504.

After installation of the bottom portion of the bearing assembly, apply a 1/16 inch thick coating of silicone grease to the entire PTFE surface and reassemble the bearing without damage to the mating sliding surfaces. Use silicone grease conforming to SAE AS8660.

At your expense and without contract extension time return damaged bearings and bearings with scratched mating surfaces to the factory for replacement or resurfacing.

Prior to proof testing, permanent die stamp all individual components on 2 of 4 sides with markings consisting of bearing number and contract number. Provide each bearing with a unique bearing number and match marks on plate edges to insure correct assembly at the job site. 

3.
Testing. Proof test and evaluate full sized PTFE bearings for compression and coefficient of friction in the presence of the Engineer, unless otherwise directed. Perform proof tests on samples randomly selected by the Engineer from the production bearings to be used in the work. Perform proof tests at an approved independent laboratory. If proof tests are not performed at the specified load, perform additional physical tests in the presence of the Engineer, unless otherwise directed, to demonstrate that the requirements for proof testing at the specified load are satisfied. Give the Engineer at least 7 working days' notice before beginning proof testing. 

Proof test one bearing per lot of production PTFE bearings. A lot is defined as 25 PTFE bearings or fraction thereof of the number of PTFE bearings shown on the Project Plans. 

Clean the bearing surfaces prior to testing. 

Proof test bearings after conditioning specimen for 12 hours at 75o (5oF. 

Perform the tests with the dead load as specified in the Contract for the bearing with the test load applied for 12 hours prior to friction measurement and the following: 

Arrange the tests to allow measurement of the static coefficient of friction on the first movement of the bearing. 

Measure the first movement static and dynamic coefficients of friction at a sliding speed not exceeding one inch per minute and do not exceed the specified coefficient of initial static friction. 

Subject the test bearings to a minimum of 100 movements of at least one inch of relative movement at a sliding speed not exceeding 12 inches per minute. After cycling, measure again the first movement static and dynamic coefficients of friction at a sliding speed not exceeding one inch per minute and do not exceed the specified coefficient of initial static friction. 

The proof tested bearings are to show no visible sign of: (1) bond failure of bearing surfaces, (2) separation or lift-off of plates from each other or from PTFE surfaces, (3) other defects. When a proof tested bearing fails to comply with the Contract Documents, test each bearing in that lot for acceptance. 

Proof test results are to be certified correct and signed by the testing laboratory personnel who conducted the test and interpreted the test results. Include the bearing numbers of the bearings tested on the proof test results. 

Test a minimum of one pad per lot for bond strength per AASHTO Test M 251. Test specimens are to show no indication of deterioration of elastomer or loss of bond between the elastomer and steel laminates. 

Protect all PTFE and stainless steel surfaces from contamination and weather damage.
4.
Certification. Furnish a Certified Test Report from the manufacturer or an independent testing laboratory containing a list of dimensional, chemical, metallurgical, electrical, physical, and other required test results of the specified material certifying that the product or assembly has passed all specified tests. Include the following:

a.
the project name and number;

b.
the manufacturer's name;

c.
the name of the product or assembly;

d.
a complete description of the material;

e.
country of origin;

f.
the lot, heat, or batch number that identifies the material;

g.
all required test results for the specified material from the same lot, heat, or batch defined in Subsection 720-2.03.4.f; and,

h.
a statement, signed by a person having legal authority to act for the manufacturer or the independent testing laboratory, that the test results show that the product or assembly to be incorporated into the project has been sampled and tested and the samples have passed all specified tests.

Tag, stencil, stamp, or otherwise mark all materials or assemblies furnished under certification to the project with the lot number, heat number, batch number, or other appropriate identification, which can be readily recognized and legible, and is identical to the accompanying Certified Test Report. 
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