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Historical Bid Data Retrieval and Estimate Pay Items. 
 
A Pay item number is assigned to and represented by an independent number in the Bidtab program data 
base.  Example:  Pay Item/Item number "000(0)" is assigned to a data base number "00000." 
 
The most accurate historical data query, filters aside, is by clicking a pay item in the HSCI or HSCI-CRS 
books or from the estimate, the item in the estimate being properly added from the same books.  A text 
query, a query made by typing in the pay item and or the description or part of similar will return 
everything that includes any part of the text queried.  A text query provides lots of mixed data, information 
not directly related to a pay item.  A text query is intended to be used to find unique data not assigned to 
a typical pay item.  If pay items are not added to the estimate, as described below, the text query 
becomes the primary method to retrieve data significantly reducing the effectiveness of the Bidtab 
program. 
 
 
Pay items can be added three ways. 
1. Add pay items directly from the HSCI book and HSCI-CRS book accessed from the Engineers 

Estimate sheet "Standard Items" window. 
 
This method is the simplest and best way to add a pay item and makes historical data retrieval 
effective. 
 

2. Add pay items directly from the HSCI and HSCI-CRS books, then edit the details in the "Item Details" 
window. 
 
This method is used where a project pay item is similar to but does not specifically match the pay 
items from the HSCI and HSCI-CRS. 

 
3. Add pay items by right clicking your mouse in the "Estimate" window and selecting "Add Item" from 

the drop down menu. 
 
This method must only be used when (1.) or (2.) cannot be used. 

 
 
Check your estimate pay item "Item Detail" detail, X-Reference to Standard Items. 
 
In the bright green box at the bottom of the "Item Detail" window is the item cross reference, "X-
Reference to Standard Items" detail. 
 
If the item was selected from the HSCI or the HSCI-CRS (1.), the Item Number and Description will be the 
same in the "Estimate" window, and the "Item Details" window details Item No., Description, and X-
Reference to Standard Item. 
 
If the item was selected from the HSCI or the HSCI-CRS (1.), and then the detail Chapter, Item No., 
Description or Pay Unit changed (2.), the item details will be the same in the "Estimate" window and the 
"Item Detail" window.  The item number and/or description detail X-Reference to Standard Items will not 
match the other two locations.  This is as it should be for items similar to but not the same and keeps like 
items together for historical data retrieval. 
 
If the item was added to the estimate by right clicking the estimate and selecting "Add Item" from the drop 
down menu (3.), the information in the "Estimate" and "Item Details" windows will be the same. The detail 
X-Reference to Standard Items information will not match the other two locations and will say "Not 
Assigned." 
 
Keep your estimate X Reference current.  Check to be sure the Pay Item number and Description match 
the X Ref.  Regional Pay Items were added in September 2012, others may be added in the future.  
Delete the mismatched Pay Item and add the new Pay Item by selecting from the HSCI and HSCI-CRS. 
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HSCI & HSCI-CRS Standard Item window. 
 
When there are two like items, as in 401(1) from the HSCI and 401(1_) from the HSCI-CRS, select the 
item from the HSCI-CRS, the blue item.  Many of the miss referenced items have the description from one 
book referenced to the other book, mostly due to the past unavailability of the HSCI-CRS. 

 

 
Figure 1 – Engineers Estimate Sheet, HSIC & HSIC-CRS Standard Pay Item 

 
 

 
Figure 2 – Engineers Estimate Sheet, Added "Not Assigned" Pay Item 
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Figure 3 - Research Historical Bid Prices Sheet 

 

 
Figure 4 - Research Historical Bid Prices Sheet, Search Using Standard Book window 

 
 

Left click one of the items 
for historical bid prices 

Left click on of these tabs to 
do a search on historical bid 
prices (standard practice). 
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Figure 5 - Research Historical Bid Prices Sheet, Search Using Estimate Window 

 

 
Figure 6 – Research Historical Bid Prices Sheet, Search Using Text Search 
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