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 CENTRAL REGION  STANDARD DETAIL  DEVELOPMENT  

REPORT  (CRSDR) 

Regional Plan No.:  CR-T-04.10 

Title:  Guide Marker and Delineator Details 

Prepared by:  Scott E. Thomas, P.E. 

Date:  06-22-2020 

 
Use:  This regional detail shows how to implement the more commonly used nighttime delineators into 
project plansets.   The first goal is consistent installation of roadside reflectors without having to look up 
details residing only in manuals.    Another goal is to provide additional daytime visibility when needed in 
high crash areas.  (Attachments are shown in underlined bold italics) 

Design and Application Considerations:   

• Standards require roadside delineators along freeways and expressways, unless continuous lighting 
is present.    Central Region uses delineators along freeways, expressways, and ramps in 
preparation for the potential of event of lighting curfews. 

• Elsewhere, delineators are optional, but used on some auxiliary speed lanes, median crossovers, 
areas with poor winter visibility, heavy snow accumulation areas, and at guardrail end terminals. 

• Delineators are visibly placed in a vertical position similar to signs above the roadway and should not 
present a horizontal clearance obstacle for pedestrians. 

• Delineator use for nighttime visibility shall include reflectors matching the color of edge lines. 

• Delineator offset is desirable closer to the road edge.  However, greater offsets makes winter road 
maintenance easier.    M&O workers should be consulted when determining delineator offsets.    
Offsets can vary depending on snow removal methods such as truck removal versus grader and 
wing blade application.  In lighter snowfall and high wind areas, closer offsets may be feasible. 

• Delineators are not critical behind guardrail, especially when post top reflectors are used. 

History:   

• Central Region usage has shown rigid PST posts or fiberglass u-channel posts are durable and have 
been in place for 10 years or more in most locations.     

• CR DOTPF has used the attached detail for consistent marking of freeways, expressways, and high 
crash areas. 

• CR DOTPF uses the attached detail to mark HSIP identified high crash areas requiring daytime 
visibility as well as nighttime visibility.   Daytime post visibility is selected in accordance with ATMS 
Fig 3F-101.   (Example NHS Delineation). 
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• Marking objects and areas of concern for daytime visibility has been considered against the color of 
edge lines.   Instead of using galvanized grey steel posts, colored posts provide increased daytime 
visibility against green vegetation or snow backdrops in comparison to white or grey posts. 

• CR use has not resulted in any calls of confusion of HSIP daytime curve delineated areas with active 
work zones.   

• Past statewide discussions and reviews of shoulder snow poles with HQ resulted in recognition of 
colored posts as a critical winter visibility need, as long as retroreflective surfaces were the same 
colors as edge lines.    The posts themselves were considered more as objects or indicators of 
objects.   

 

Standards, Codes, and Specifications  (Additional references as follows): 

• MUTCD Section 3A.04,  Materials.   Delineator post placement is similar to placing sign posts. 

• MUTCD Section 3F.03, Delineator Application 

• ATMS Tbl 3F-100, Delineator Application 

• ATMS Fig 3F-100, Shoulder Snow Pole 

• ATMS Fig 3F-101,  Overhead Snow Pole 

• Std Plan S-05.01 offset intent for signs as it compares to delineators. 

 

Tests or Backup Data:  No crash testing or backup data other than cited above. 

Design Backup:  Detail implements Standards and History noted above.   

Construction Considerations:  (not necessary for all plans)   Regional Detail may be overridden by Design 
Details or specific design sheets for specific cases in the Design.    

M&O Considerations:  See Design Considerations for offset and plowing.  CR uses 12 foot minimum for 
most plowing operations, similar to minimum sign post offsets. 

Abbreviations: 

ATMS  Alaska Traffic Manual Supplement 

CR  Central Region 

DOTPF  (Alaska) Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 

HSIP  Highway Safety Improvement Program 

M&O  Maintenance and Operations 

MUTCD Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices 

PST  Perforated Steel Tube (Galvanized, typically 2”) 
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