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$21 million federal grant to help build cold-storage cargo
facility at Ted Stevens Anchorage International Airport
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Airplanes taxi before takeoff on Thursday, July 30, 2020 at the Ted Stevens Anchorage International _
Airport. (Loren Holmes / ADN)

A $21 million federal transportation grant will help pay for the cost of building a huge cold-storage facility at the Ted
Stevens Anchorage International Airport, boosting the airport’s value as an international shipping hub between the U.S.
and Asia, Alaska’s congressional delegation announced on Monday.

The grant has been awarded to the Alaska Energy Authority, a state agency, to support construction of the 190,000
square feet project, which has been previously announced.

The facility will be part of a much larger, $220 million project that will increase cargo shipping services for carriers
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passing through Anchorage.

The $90 million cold-storage facility will be about the size of three football fields. Along with other planned expansions, it
will allow cargo companies to store and sort freight with more destinations in mind, eliminating a second stop at a domestic
airport for that activity, the statement said.

Cargo carriers currently refuel at the airport and keep going, and only a small fraction of packages ever leaves the aircraft, tt
statement said.

The project will create much-needed jobs for Alaskans and improve in-state and international shipping, said Republican Ser
Lisa Murkowski and Dan Sullivan. According to the Alaska Energy Authority, the cold-storage warehouse could create over
800 jobs during construction and over 100 during operations.

One benefit of the new warehouse will be better storage of goods, foods and other items headed to rural Alaska, Republican
Rep. Don Young said in the statement.

The airport is one of the busiest in the world for cargo shipments. Shipping disruptions during the COVID-19 pandemic only
increased cargo activity there.

The cold storage facility is a first step in a 715,000-square-foot cargo transfer and storage facility at the airport, the stateme:
said.

The full facility “would support cold, warm, and general cargo storage warehouse operations,” the statement said. “Space in
this facility would be leased to third-party customers, including freight forwarders and cargo carriers.”

The Alaska Energy Authority has proposed building the project in partnership with Alaska Cargo and Cold Storage, backed b
Anchorage firm McKinley Capital Management. The energy authority requested the federal grant under the Better Utilizing
Investments to Leverage Development, or BUILD, program.

In May, the Alaska delegation had written a letter to Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao asking her to support the federal
grant request.

The authority has said the project, with the support of BUILD funds, would begin in fall with design work. Groundbreaking
would start around the first of the year.

Multiple companies have proposed building new cargo and warehouse space at the airport.

[Because of a high volume of comments requiring moderation, we are temporarily disabling comments on many of our articles so
editors can focus on the coronavirus crisis and other coverage. We invite you to write a letter to the editor or reach out directly if
you’d like to communicate with us about a particular article. Thanks.]
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Alex DeMarban

Alex DeMarban is a longtime Alaska journalist who covers business, the oil and gas industries and general assignments. Reach h/
at 907-257-4317 or alex@adn.com.
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