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By PAULINA FIROZI
The Washington Post

For the first time in the more than
100 years that National Geographic
Society has mapped the world's
oceans, it will recognize five oceans.
The organization announced this
week that it will recognize the South-
ern Ocean, a body of water that en-
circles Antarctica, as the world's fifth.

"Scientists have long known there's
a distinct ecological region around
Antarctica," National Geographic So-
ciety geographer Alex Tait said in an
interview. But at least in the interna-
tional scientific community, there
hasn't always been complete agree-
ment on the name and boundary of
this body of water.

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration officials said the fed-
eral agency recognized the body as
the fifth ocean in 1999, when the U.S.
Board on Geographic Names ap-
proved the name "Southern Ocean."

When the boundaries of the ocean
were proposed in 2000 to the Interna-
tional Hydrographic Organization,
which tracks and charts the world's
seas and oceans, not all IHO member
countries were in agreement, accord-
ing to NOAA.

The IHO is one of National Geo-
graphic's main references, among
other sources, for consulting on place
names.

Tait said that while National Geo-
graphic has labeled the ocean on its
maps before, it came with a dis-
claimer about the lack of broad agree-
ment.

"But we thought it was important at
this point to officially recognize it," he
said. "People look to us for geographic
fact: How many continents, how
many countries, how many oceans?
Up until now, we've said four
oceans."

Now, Tait said, when National Ge-
ographic lists oceans, it will mention
five: Arctic, Atlantic, Indian, Pacific,
and Southern.

That's key for educational pur-
poses, too, he said. National Geo-
graphic has a geography education
program and provides online materi-
als to schools and the general public

"We think it's really important
from an educational standpoint, as
well as from a map-labeling stand-
point, to bring attention to the South-
ern Ocean as a fifth ocean," Tait said.
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KTN Creek opens
KETCHIKAN (KDN) — Ketchikan

Creek has opened to sport fishing
for all species, including king
salmon, according to the Alaska De-
partment of Fish and Game. 

The creek opened at 12:01 a.m.
Friday morning, and will remain
open through Dec. 31.

The bag and possession limit for
king salmon in Ketchikan Creek is
two king salmon of any size, accord-
ing to the department. King salmon
harvested in Ketchikan Creek don’t
count towards the nonresident an-
nual limit.

The bag and possession limit for
salmon, other than kings, 16 inches
or greater in length, is two fish of all
species combined. 

The type of fishing gear permitted
in the Creek is one unbaited, single-
hook, artificial lure only, according to
Fish and Game.

“The Deer Mountain Hatchery will
not be collecting brood stock from
Ketchikan Creek this year,” stated
the department announcement.
“Therefore, there will be excess king
salmon in Ketchikan Creek available
for harvest.”

For further information, contact
Fish and Game Sport Fish Division
office in Ketchikan.

Craig harbor project
CRAIG (POW-IP) — The City of

Craig hosts a public informational
meeting on its downtown harbor
project, at 7 p.m. Wednesday, June
16 in the Craig Council Chambers.
City staff will present general infor-
mation on the status of the harbor
project, planning efforts for the Can-
nery property uplands and tide-
lands, project financing options, and
will respond to questions from the
public, according to the city’s
craigak.com website.

Last fall, voters defeated a bal-
lot measure that would have al-
lowed the city to pursue $4.4 million
in municipal general obligation
bonds to cover its portion of the first
phase of the project, a breakwater.
The Army Corps of Engineers is
providing approximately $17.6 mil-
lion for the breakwater project if the
city can provide its match, explained
staff at a June 10 meeting. 

A citizen’s group has been
meeting with city staff over several
months to list priorities for the over-
all project, which includes develop-
ment of harbor moorage and of the
uplands and buildings that were
once a part of the Ward Cove Pack-
ing Company. 

Links to three informational
sheets on the Downtown Harbor
Project can be found at
craigak.com.

For more information call Craig
City Planner Brian Templin or Ad-
ministrator Jon Bolling at the City of
Craig.

PST testing results
KETCHIKAN (KDN) —  Shellfish

from two beaches in the Ketchikan
area have tested above the federal
regulatory limit for paralytic shellfish
toxins, according to the Southeast
Alaska Tribal Ocean Research net-
work that conducts the testing.

SEATOR on Wednesday issues
an all-species advisory regarding
Settlers Cove and Seaport Beach
(Saxman), from which samples of
butter clams and blue mussels from
Seaport Beach and blue mussels
from Settlers Cove collected on
June 2 tested well above the FDA
regulatory limit for the toxins that
can cause Paralytic Shellfish Poi-
soning.

As such, “consuming wild shellfish
from these sites may result in an in-
creased risk of PSP,” stated the
SEATOR advisory. “ ... PSP symp-
toms include tingling in the lips and
fingertips, numbing of the arms and
legs, nausea, difficulty breathing,
and even death. Anyone with these
symptoms should seek immediate
medical care or call 9-1-1.”

Other active advisories from
SEATOR involve two areas around
Craig — Clam Island and the False
Island Boat Launch.

Whale rescued
PROVINCETOWN, Mass. (AP) —

A three-day effort to free a hump-
back whale from entanglement in
fishing gear ended in success this
week, marine mammal experts said
Thursday.

See ‘Ship to Shore’ page 12

By CALEB VIERKANT
Wrangell Sentinel Writer

A little over a year after being put back in the
water, the Rainforest Islander is for sale again.
Owner Eric Yancey has been operating the Is-
lander under Breakaway Ferry and Freight. He
has also operated the tour charter company
Breakaway Adventures since the late ‘80s. Now,
however, the 61-year-old is looking toward re-
tirement.

“Boat’s been running great for this past 14
months that I’ve had it, or whatever it’s at
now,” Yancey said. “The fact that the Rainforest
Islander’s for sale, I’ve had a few people kind
of go, ‘What in the world? You just got that,’ and
I’ll go like, ‘The whole thing’s about Eric trying
to kind of retire and trying to have a semi-nor-
mal-ish sort of life.’”

In his year of running Breakaway Ferry and
Freight in Wrangell, Yancey said he was kept
busy hauling cargo and people all over South-
east. Ketchikan and Juneau were some of his
most common stops, he said, as well as Peters-
burg. The farthest he’s traveled was out to
Hyder, he said, about 200 miles one way.

Cars were the most common cargo he trans-
ported, which he said the Islander is equipped
to carry six to eight at a time. Small boats on
trailers were also normal to ship around. While
his boat could carry as many as 28 people at a
time, Yancey said the most he normally saw on
the Islander was about 10 at once. That was fine
by him, he said, as it made keeping everyone
COVID-safe easier.

Yancey purchased the 65-foot-long landing
craft after the North End Ferry Authority failed
in its attempt to operate scheduled service be-

tween Coffman Cove,
Wrangell and Peters-
burg. The ferry service
stopped in 2016, not
even a year old.

The boat spent several
years in Wrangell’s boat
yard, where it went in
2016 to repair a crack in
its hull.

The Islander was re-
ally busy when the
Alaska Marine Highway
System was not serving
Wrangell due to break-
downs in the fleet,
Yancey said. Now that
ferry service has re-
turned to some level of
normalcy, things have
slowed down a bit for
him.

“I definitely noticed as
soon as the ferries
started running, it was
definitely fewer calls,”
he said.

Separate from the Islander, Yancey sold
Breakaway Adventures to one of his employees,
Spenser Stavee, about two weeks ago. Under
Yancey, Breakaway Adventures operated with
four charter boats, according to its website, but
Yancey said Stavee only purchased one boat
with the company.

The Islander is for sale, and Yancey said he
has spoken with some people interested in buy-
ing it, but for now he still runs it.

“I’ve been working seven days a week, liter-
ally, for 20 years, pretty much year-round,”
Yancey said. “I had bypass surgery here this last
December, and just kind of went you know
what? I have just had it. … I love being on a
boat, talking to people, and providing a service
— whether a sightseeing service or moving their
vehicles and stuff — but I just kind of go, ‘You
know what? It’s just time for me to try and chill
a little bit.’”

Wrangell man looks to retire, sell former ferry 
See ‘Five oceans,’ page 12
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SOUTHEAST ALASKA COMMERCIAL FISHERIES UPDATE

Troll fishery continues
KETCHIKAN (KDN) — The com-

mercial spring troll fishery is continu-
ing with openings in specific harvest
areas this week, according to the
Alaska Department of Fish and Game.

In the Ketchikan area, the Mountain
Point area (Subdistrict 101-45) will
open from 12:01 a.m. on Monday and
close at 11:59 p.m. on Wednesday.
The Rock Point area (101-46) will open
12:01 a.m. Sunday and close at 11:59
p.m. on Monday.

In the Craig area, the Bucareli Bay

area (103-50) will open from 12:01
a.m. to 11:59 p.m. on Monday. The
Port Saint Nicholas area (103-60) will
open 12:01 a.m. Saturday and close at
11:59 p.m. on Monday. 

The terminal harvest areas that cur-
rently are open in the Ketchikan area
are the Nakat Inlet THA (101-10)
through July 10; and the Carroll Inlet
THA (101-48) through June 30. The
Neets Bay THA (101-95) will be open
from June 15 through July 6, accord-
ing to the department.

As of the week of June 6, trollers

had landed a total of 584 king salmon
from the Mountain Point area, and 54
kings from the Rock Point area during
the spring troll fishery to date, accord-
ing to department data. The cumula-
tive harvest from the Bucareli Bay
area stood at 1,345 kings, with another
945 kings landed from the Port Saint
Nicholas area.

Restrictions apply. For further infor-
mation, contact Fish and Game.

Dungeness season
KETCHIKAN (KDN) — The 2021-22

commercial fishery for Dungeness
crab in Registration Area A (Southeast
Alaska) is set to open at 8 a.m. on
Tuesday, according to the Alaska De-
partment of Fish and Game.

Commercial Dungeness crab fisher-
men must register their vessels and
gear with Fish and Game, which plans
to use catch and harvest effort infor-
mation from the first seven days of
fishing to predict the total harvest for
the season and to determine season
length. 

“Fishermen should expect an advi-

sory announcement by June 29, 2021,
informing the fleet of the regionwide
season length,” states the department
announcement. 

There are specific areas that are
closed to the commercial fishery by
regulation. In the Ketchikan area,
those closed waters include specified
areas of Blank Inlet, Bostwick Inlet,
and the Clover Pass-Naha Bay. Waters
within 3,000 feet of the Annette Island
Reserve are closed also.

Other restrictions apply. For further
information, contact Fish and Game.

The heavy lift vessel Red Zed I, which had been anchored outside of Ward Cove since early April in anticipation of transporting the
two former Alaska Marine Highway System fast vehicle ferries to Spain, was brought to Berth 4 on Wednesday to take on fresh water,
according to the ship’s agent. The vessel returned to its anchor station on Thursday. Above, a crew member on the Red Zed I transport
deck welds elevated support fixtures that will hold the two fast ferries currently moored in Ward Cove on Wednesday at Berth 4.

Staff photo by Dustin Safranek

Above, Shane Begley snaps a picture of his sons, Nolan, 7,
and Owen, 11, next to Red Zed I on Wednesday at Berth 4. 
At left, the stern of the Red Zed I extends past the trestle
at Berth 4 on Wednesday.               Staff photos by Dustin Safranek

The Rainforest Islander is docked in
Wrangell and is for sale — the next step in
its life from Haines to Coffman Cove to
Wrangell. Eric Yancey purchased the Is-
lander a little over a year ago, running a
freight business alongside his charter com-
pany.             Photo by Caleb Vierkant / Wrangell Sentinel

Eric Yancey discusses his plans for retirement while pulling
Breakaway Adventure’s Freedom Chaser out of its slip.

Photo by Caleb Vierkant / Wrangell Sentinel

Nat Geo says 5


