
Northwest Arctic Borough 

December 17, 2018 

163 Lagoon Street 
P.O. Box 1110 

(907) 442-2500 Fax (907) 442-2930 
www.nwabor.org 

Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 
Division of Program Development 
ATTN: Maren Brantner, STIP 
P.O. Box 112500 
Juneau, AK. 99811-2500 

RE: Public Comment 2018-2021 STIP Amendment 2 
Cape Blossom Road 

Dear Ms. Brantner: 

Happy Holidays! 

This letter is written to provide public comment and notify the Alaska Department of 
Transportation and Public Facilities (ADOT/PF) that the Northwest Arctic Borough (NW AB) 
supports construction and continued funding of the Cape Blossom Road Project. 

The NW AB was notified that the latest STIP Amendment #2 proposes to remove construction 
funding until the project is re-evaluated. We urge the ADOT/PF not to remove construction 
funding due the critical need for building the road and infrastructure to reduce the cost of 
living in our Borough. The high cost of transporting supplies and fuel continues to create 
undue hardship for many of our residents. The Borough promotes and supports responsible 
development and views the Cape Blossom Road as essential to the future development of a 
Regional Port and Harbor that can facilitate economic transportation of goods, fuel, 
equipment and materials to and from the region. Making progress and moving this project 
forward is vital towards the economic, social and cultural benefits to each community and 
organization that supports this project. 

Since 2001, when the City of Kotzebue passed Resolution 02-19 supporting the inclusion of 
the Blossom Hill Road Corridor and Port Site in the Alaska Department of Transportation's 
Northwest Arctic Transportation Plan, our leaders have worked cooperatively to prioritize the 
Cape Blossom Project through local government support resolutions include the Native 
Village of Kotzebue, Kikiktagruk Inupiat Corporation and the Northwest Arctic Leadership 
Team consisting of the Northwest Arctic Borough, NANA Regional Corporation, Maniilaq 
Association and the Northwest Arctic Borough School District. 

Ambler lvisaappaat, Buckland Nunatchiaq, Deering lpnatchiaq, Kiana Katyaak, Kivalina Kivaliniq, Kobuk 
Laugviik, Kotzebue Qikiqtagruk, Noatak Nautaaq, Noorvik Nuurvik, Selawik Akuligaq, Shungnak ls irinaq 



The City of Kotzebue and the Native Village of Kotzebue have worked diligently on this effort 
and we applaud their hard work and leadership. We will continue to be a very active partner 
and support all efforts with the Cape Blossom Road including the upcoming Kotzebue' s Tri­
Lateral Group consisting of the City of Kotzebue, Native Village of Kotzebue and the 
Kikiktagruk lnupiaq Corporation (KIC). 

On behalf of the Northwest Arctic Borough, thank you for the opportunity to provide comments 
on this important regional project and we look forward to working with ADOT/PF and our 
Borough and local stakeholders to take the project to the next phase. 

If you have questions or comments, please contact Siikauraq Whiting, Planning Director at 
mwhiting@nwabor.org or myself at lnelson@nwabor.org. 

~ ds, 

Lucy S. Nelson 
Mayor 
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Brantner, Maren H (DOT)

From: Brantner, Maren H (DOT)
Sent: Tuesday, February 5, 2019 1:17 PM
To: mwhiting@nwab.gov; lnelson@nwabor.org; mwhiting@nwabor.org
Cc: dot.stip
Subject: NWAB comments on STIP Amendment 2
Attachments: Lucy Nelson.pdf

Mayor Nelson, 
 
Please see the attached letter in reply to your STIP comments on behalf of Northwest Arctic Borough. 
 
Regards, 
 

Maren	Brantner	
STIP	Manager	
AKDOT&PF, Division of Program Development 
3132 Channel Drive | P.O. Box 112500 | Juneau, AK  99811 
 
T (907) 465-2744  |  F (907) 465-6984 
 
"Keep	Alaska	Moving	through	service	and	infrastructure."	
	

 
 



THE STATE 

~~LASKA 
GOVERNOR MICI-L.-\EL J, DUNLE..o\.\'Y 

January 28, 2019 

Lucy Nelson 
Northwest Arctic Borough 
163 Lagoon Street 
Po Box 1110 
Kotzebue, AK 99752 

Dear Mayor Nelson, 

Department of Transportation and 

Public Facilities 

DIVISION of PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT and STATEWIDE PLANNING 
Headquarters 

3132 Channel. Suite 200 
P.O. Box 112500 

Juneau, Alaska 99811-2500 
Main: (907) 465-4070 

Fax number: (907) 465-6984 
dot .alaska.gov 

Thank you for taking an interest in the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 
(DOT &PF) Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). The department values your 
comments regarding the Cape Blossom Road Project. Public engagement and participation are 
important components to the success of the ADOT &PF mission. 

The current funding allowing the project to proceed through the design phase was appropriated 
from a federal earmark. Additional funds will be required for construction, which will follow our 
standard project development process. In response to comments for the Kotzebue Cape Blossom 
Road project, the DOT &PF has removed the Illustrative funding code and replaced it with 
Advance Construct (AC) funding as was shown in the prior approved STIP. The Fairbanks 
Planning Field Office will work with the community regarding the process needed to move 
forward to construction, which may include project scoring at an upcoming CTP PEB. 

If you have additional questions or concerns, please contact Margaret Carpenter, Planning 
Manager at margaret.carpenter@alaska.gov or 907.451.2252. 

Sincerely, 

Maren Brantner 
STIP Manager 

"Keep Alaska Moving through service and infrastructure .. , 
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Brantner, Maren H (DOT)

From: Brantner, Maren H (DOT)
Sent: Monday, February 4, 2019 4:04 PM
To: Clay Walker
Cc: Marsha Lambert; Straley, Eric J (DOT); dot.stip
Subject: RE: Comment on Draft STIP

Good afternoon Mayor Walker, 
 
Thank you for taking an interest in the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities Statewide 
Transportation Improvement Program. The department values your comments regarding the Parks Highway Milepost 
231 Safety Enhancements project. Public engagement and participation are important components to the success of the 
ADOT&PF mission. 
 
In December 2018, ADOT&PF and the National Park Service partnered in applying for a grant to fund approximately 
$20,000,000 of this project under the Nationally Significant Federal Lands and Tribal Projects (NSFLTP) Program. The 
current federal transportation legislation, FAST Act, establishes the Nationally Significant Federal Lands and Tribal 
Projects (NSFLTP) program to provide funding for the construction, reconstruction, and rehabilitation of nationally‐
significant projects on federal or tribal lands.  If this grant is successfully awarded to this project it will be a positive step 
towards identifying the funding needed for the project to be advanced to construction. 
 
If you have additional questions or concerns, please contact Margaret Carpenter, Planning Manager at 
margaret.carpenter@alaska.gov or 907‐451‐2252. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Maren	Brantner	
STIP	Manager,	AKDOT&PF 
(907) 465-2744 
 

From: Clay Walker <cwalker@denaliborough.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, December 11, 2018 3:51 PM 
To: dot.stip <dot.stip@alaska.gov> 
Cc: Marsha Lambert <mlambert@denaliborough.com>; Straley, Eric J (DOT) <eric.straley@alaska.gov> 
Subject: Comment on Draft STIP 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to provide comment on the Draft 21018‐2021 STIP Amendment 2. The Denali Borough 
would like to submit the following comment: 
The borough has long supported the Milepost 231 Safety Enhancements Project. The inclusion of FY19 FLAP monies in 
the amendment is a positive step, but seeing no construction monies until some undesignated time after 2021 is 
troublesome. 
This area receives more and more pedestrian traffic each year. Near misses relating to turning traffic are a common 
occurrence. The need for these improvements was identified many years ago, the problem gets worse every year, but 
the project funding seems to get pushed back every year.  
 
Please consider adding to the STIP an identifiable funding plan for this important project which makes the Parks a safer 
highway and Denali a safer place to visit and enjoy. 
 
Sincerely, 
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Clay Walker  
Denali Borough Mayor 
Office: 683‐1330 
Cell: 888‐4631 
Email: cwalker@denaliborough.com 
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Wendel, Courtney E (DOT)

From: Jason Jessup <JJessup@kotzebue.org>
Sent: Monday, December 17, 2018 11:46 AM
To: dot.stip
Cc: nicole.stoops@qira.org; tkennedy@kikiktagruk.com; mwhiting@nwab.gov; 

eugene.smith@icloud.com; pagelchirohc@hotmail.com; mtekker@maniilaq.org; 
thmsbaker00@gmail.com; sandy.shroyerbeaver@maniilaq.org; 
nelsonscamp@gmail.com; kotzradio@yahoo.com; Billy Reich; Dennis Jennings; 
Hutchinson, Jonathan J (DOT)

Subject: City of Kotzebue: Comment on Draft STIP Amendment No. 2
Attachments: City of Kotzebue STIP Amendment No 2 Comments 12 17 2018.pdf

Good morning.  
 
Please find attached in PDF format, the City of Kotzebue’s comments regarding the STIP No. 2 Amendment. Thank you 
for the opportunity to comment & consideration of the attached comments. 
 
Jason Jessup, Capital Projects Manager 
City of Kotzebue 
P.O. Box 46 
Kotzebue, Alaska 99752 
 
Phone: (907) 442‐5204 
Email: jessup2@kotzebue.org 
 



CITY OF 

Jmgtl] City of Kotzebue 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

Re: STIP 2018-2021 Amendment 2 
For 

Kotzebue Cape Blossom Road 
(ID: 18634, page 14 of 25) 

Preamble 

On Friday, November 30, 20 I 8, the City of Kotzebue ("City") Capital Projects Manager ("CPM") 

sent the following e-mail to the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities ("ADOT/PF") 

Design Manager ("DM") in Fairbanks: 

Hope all is well on your end As you may know, we have a new Governor for Alaska. I 
understand we now have a new ADOT Commissioner also. 

Gov. Dunleavy will be passing through Kotzebue on his way to Noorvik for his swearing in. The 
Mayor and City Manager have been requesting an update on the CBR [Cape Blossom Road} 
project - any new information from you would be much appreciated. We have requested an 
update from BLM on the re-route of the Easement thru Devil's Lake and should be hearing back 
soon. 

A Kotzebue Tri-Lateral Meeting is upcoming and when I have a definite date, I will let you 
know. [Redacted) 

(As you know, the Governor could not get in to Noorvik due to weather conditions, Hence, he was sworn 
into office here in Kotzebue. See, Arctic Sounder, December 6, 2018, "Dunleavy sworn in as Alaska 
Governor," attached hereto as Exhibit "l." 

On Monday, December 3, 2018, the ADOT/PF DM responded to the City CPM's November 30, 

2018 e-mail: 

I have some heavy news. 

In the Approved 2018-2021 STIP (Approved August 28, 2019), Cape Blossom Road was 
approved for $20.5M in construction funding for FFY2019. 
http :I/dot. al aska.govlstwdplnglciplst iplindex. shtnzl 

The latest STJP Amendment #2, proposes to remove construction funding until the project is 
evaluated by the Board and scored 
http://dot.alaska.gov/stwdplng/ciplstiplstipp/ans/1821/1821 Amd2Proiects. pdf 

This STIP Amendment #2 is currently open for public review. The comment period ends 
December 17th, 2018 at 5:00 p.m. 
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Now is a critical time to provide comments and reinforce community support for the project. 

In the meantime, we have been working toward a Material Sales Agreement between DOT&PF 
and NANA for the Iggy Hill Site. The Agreement is currently being reviewed by NANA. We will 
need to coordinate a separate agreement with KIC for surface access sometime in the very near 
future. Regarding permitting for Iggy Hill, we won't need to modify the existing USA CE permit 
with this first phase of construction - that is something that can be completed at a later date and 
one less thing that needs to be done to shovel-ready status. That leaves just the Title 9 Permit as 
the final permit to make this project shovel-ready. 

lbis was the first notice the City received regarding the STIP Amendment #2 and the comment 

period/public review period, which apparently opened sometime in mid-November - over two weeks before 

this e-mail dated December 3rd. (A copy of the "2018-2021 STIP Amendment 2 Proposed Project 

Changes," from Page 14 of 25 of that document and an ear lier approved S TIP are attached hereto as Exhibit 

"2.") 

On Wednesday, December 5, 2018, the ADOT/PF DM forwarded the following comments from the 

ADOT/PF Planning Chief ("PC"): 

I'm not sure how the AC for phase 4 in 2019 was worked into the STIP originally - from 
discussions with others in Program Development, that was a mistake. The project was 
originally a 5M earmark, and we have not yet scored it through our Community Transportation 
Program. Before we show the project as an AC or with other fonding, we need to take it 
through our CTP scoring process. I believe that Kotzebue - Cape Blossom will score well, we 
just need to score it. Under.fended earmarks must pair with CTP, or bond projects (or GF) for 
fullfunding where estimates exceed the.funding. So all is not lost-we 'l/ be bringing it through 
the scoring process this spring. I'll also look into the history of how that funding appeared in 
the STIP. 

Kotzebue also made an error when they traded GFfor federal legislative authority (29M, and 
they probably thought that was a real$ -- its not) back in 2015 or 2016. {ADOT/PF former 
Director of Division of Program Development] said he cautioned their lobbyist not to make this 
trade but they did it anyway, and lost the real dollars that had been allocated to the project. 

In the very near future we should "dry score" the project through the CTP and get it through 
that process in the spring. [ADOTIPF Transportation Planner} or someone in Planning can 
work on this. After that we can allocate real dollars to it in a STIP amendment. 
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(Note: As of the date of this Comment, the City has not been able to verify/confirm the averments made in the 

second paragraph, above, regarding the "trade[] [of] GF for federal legislative authority." However, as was 

repmted in the Alaska Dispatch News (bttp://www.adn.com) on April 8, 2015 "(DOT/PF] got an extra $33 

million in federal money to complete the Cape Blossom Road to the port in Kotzebue, which will allow $4 

million to be returned to the general food." See, CSSB26(FIN) - SB0026B, April 14, 2015, at page 54, lines 

8-9, ~(84) and CSSB26(FIN), Sec. 1 - SB0026B, at page 12, lines 28-29, "Kotzebue - Cape Blossom Road 

(HD 40), $33,000,000.") 

The Road to Cape Blossom Regional Deep Water Port 

The Kotzebue Cape Blossom Road is not "a road to nowhere."1 Instead, it is a vital, much needed, long 

anticipated, transportation corridor to the Cape Blossom Regional Deep Water Port, which is in the early 

planning and development phase with the United States Army Corps of Engineers ("USA COE.") 

Some of the greatest challenges facing the people of the NANA Region/Northwest Arctic Borough are 

the cost of goods and services and the high cost of energy. Since its incorporation as a second-class city in 

1958, the possibility of constructing permanent, deep water, regional port at Cape Blossom has been discussed 

and debated. The City has diligently, tirelessly assembled the funding for the construction of a road from 

Kotzebue to Cape Blossom over the past thirteen years (2005 to present).2 This is the first phase of the ultimate 

construction of the Cape Blossom Regional Deep Water Port to serve the City and the ten villages of the 

NANA Region/Northwest Arctic Borough, as well as the village of Point Hope in the North Slope Arctic 

Borough. 

The construction of a road by the City to Cape Blossom would: (1) open up easier, more economical 

access to gravel resources at Nimiuk Point; (2) provide access to the site for the future Cape Blossom Regional 

1 The phrase "road to nowhere" was originally used in 1994 by then President Clinton and U.S. Secretary of the Interior Bruce 
Babbitt to describe their disdain with the proposed 38-mile gravel road from King Cove to Cold Bay. In 2005, a variation of the 
fhrase "bridge to nowhere" was used to describe the proposed $398M Gravina Island Bridge in Ketchikan 

See, discussion below at Page 5 of 8. 
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Deep Water Port; and, (4) improve the City's ability to provide search and rescue operations to the area, 

including people traveling by boat, beachcombers and others using the Baldwin Peninsula. 

A regional deep water port at Cape Blossom would: (1) allow goods to be more economically 

transported to Kotzebue and the Kobuk River villages of Noorvik, Kiana, Ambler, Shungnak, Kobuk and 

Selawik; (2) avoid the time-consuming and costly lightering of goods presently required for the region; (3) 

provide a deep water facility for use by the United State Coast Guard; ( 4) provide a deep water facility for use 

by oil companies exploring in the Chukchi Sea; (5) provide a deep water facility for use by the United States 

military; ( 6) provide a safe harbor/port of refuge for vessels using the Chukchi Sea; (7) facilitate development 

of the proposed Ambler Mining District; (8) facilitate exploration and development of natural resources in the 

area (i.e., natural gas) as an alternative energy source for the NANA Region; (9) allow cruise ships access to a 

deep water harbor; and, (10) provide a deep water facility for the local fishing industry. 

The Cape Blossom area and a large portion of the proposed road to the Cape Blossom Regional Deep 

Water Port are currently within the Northwest Arctic Borough. However, the City of Kotzebue, with the 

support and concurrence of the Borough and other regional partners (NANA, KIC, Kotzebue IRA), has taken 

the lead position in advocating for the construction of the road to Cape Blossom and the development of a 

regional deep water port. 

Reports regarding port improvements for Kotzebue started as early as 1973. 3 Later, in 1983, a study 

determined that "[the Cape Blossom site] has been selected as the best location to develop a [regional] 

deepwater port."4 This study also recommended that "the [current] City dock should be retained as a support," 

but also recommended that the City acquire land on the Isthmus, south of Nimiuk Point "for [future] 

3 See, reference to the 1973 port improvements in the March 1983, "Feasibility Analysis Kotzebue Deepwater Port/Airport," by 
Tetra Tech and Wright Forssen Associates, at Part A - Introduction, pages A-6 to A-7. There is also anecdotal evidence that 
Chevron, in the 1950s, considered the development of a part of Cape Blossom when Chevron built the present fuel storage facilities 
in the City. 
4 Id., at Part B - Siting Analysis, page B-82. 
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development [as a subport] in conjunction with the Cape Blossom [regional] port .... "5 (Cape Blossom was 

used as a "safe harbor" by miners and whalers in the mid- l 850s and was a trading area for Inupiat residents and 

those visitors. In 1905, the steamer "John Reilly" wrecked on rocks near Cape Blossom during a severe storm. 

The place is called Reilly (Riley) Wreck by the residents of the area.) 

The road to Cape Blossom has been the City's number one capital improvement project for many years 

as set out, for example, in the City's FY2012/2013 "Capital Improvements," FY2010 Project Request Form to 

U.S. Senator Mark Begich, FY2010 Project Request Form to U.S. Senator Lisa Murkowski and FY2010 

Project Questionnaire Form to U.S. Congressman Don Young and "Kotzebue to Cape Blossom Road," Project 

update, January 31, 2012. 

Cape Blossom Road 

The City has spent thirteen years (2005 to present) diligently, tirelessly assembling the funding for the 

Cape Blossom Road: 

• 2005 -- $1.9 million through SAFETEA-LU (used by ADOT/PF to complete reconnaissance and 

environmental reports) 

• 2006 -- $5.0 million through SAFETEA-LU 

• 2012 -- $4.6 million appropriated by the Alaska Legislature 

• 2012-- $10.0 million approved by voters in the November General Election in the GO Bond 

• Current -- $20.5 million STIP .6 

For the past thirteen years (676 weeks, 4,745 days), the City has worked with ADOT/PF staff on the 

planning and design of the Cape Blossom Road. To date, the following reports, among others, have been 

completed: 

• Reconnaissance 

5 Id., at pages B-82 and B-84. 
6 See, Exhibit "2," attached hereto. 
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• NOAA bathymetry 

• Land status 

• Environmental assessment 

ADOT/PF has completed right-of-way acquisition with NANA and KIC. ADOT/PF is also working 

diligently with NANA on a Material Sales Agreement for the Iggy Hill site - such an Agreement is currently 

being reviewed by NANA. (ADOT/PF will also need to coordinate a separate agreement with KIC for 

surface access to the Iggy Hill site.)7 Only a Title 9 Permit needs to be acquired "to make this project shovel 

ready."8 In short, the City has worked diligently with ADOT/PF over the past thirteen years to meet each 

and every requirement placed on the City by ADOT/PF. 

Just a few examples of the City's partnership with ADOT/PF on this vital regional project include: 

• the MOA with ADOT/PF for a $625,992 local match for design and construction9 

• the Maintenance and Ownership Agreement for the Cape Blossom Road.10 

In reliance upon this regional project going forward as planned next year, the City used a portion of 

the previously allocated/awarded Cape Blossom Road funding to: 

• procure and stock pile $7,788,000 of fill material (70,400 tons of surface aggregate course E-1 material 

and 2,900 tons of rip-rap for the Sadie Creek bridge crossing) 

• purchased $560,047 of construction equipment for this project. 

Last year arid early this year, the City worked with ADOT/PF and the USACOE to create a 350-acre 

Conservation Restriction Easement to meet the USACOE's mitigation requirements using 350 acres of City-

7 The existing USACOE permit for Iggy Hill does not need to be modified at this time according to ADOT/PF. 
8 ADOT/PF e-mail of December 3, 2018, from the OM at ADOT/PF, quoted above at Page 2 of8 of this Comment. 
9 See, Exhibit "3," attached hereto. 
10 See, Exhibit "4," attached hereto. 
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owned land. 11 The City is also working diligently with BLM to re-route the 25-foot trail easement that 

traverses over Devil's lake (and used in the winter months) as part of the USACOE wetland mitigation plan. 

The City of Kotzebue is also a non-federal co-sponsor (along with the Kotzebue IRA as the other co­

sponsor) with the USACOE on a "Kotzebue Harbor Feasibility Study" for the Cape Blossom Regional deep 

Water Port. (In November 2015, the USACOE entered into an Agreement with the Kotzebue IRA for this 

study. In December 2016, the City joined the Kotzebue IRA as a co-sponsor.) To date, the City has 

contributed $1.SM for the local contribution requirements and the USACOE has contributed another $I.SM for 

this $3M port study. The schedule for this project has been/will be as follows: 

• Feasibility Cost Sharing Agreement with Kotzebue IRA -November 12, 2015 

• Charette - January 11-12, 2016 

• Alternative Milestone - July 2016 

• City joins as co-sponsor - December 8, 2016 

• Selected Plan milestone- July 17, 2018 

• Draft Feasibility Study released for Public Comment - September 17, 2018 

• Agency Decision Milestone - November 2018 

• USACOE to Kotzebue - January 2019 

• Senior Review Board - May 9, 2019 

• Chiefs Report-May 15,2019 

• Signed Report to Congress - September 15, 2019. 

11 This Easement can be found at State of Alaska, Department ofNatural Resources, Recorder's Office, Kotzebue - 215 Recording 
District, Document 2018-000370-0, 23 pages, recorded at 2:04 p.m. on May 22, 2018, "City of Kotzebue, Declaration of Devil's 
Lake Watershed Protection Area, Conservation Restriction/Easement." 
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Conclusion 

Kotzebue had the largest geographic cost differential for 12 individual communities studied in 

2008/2009.12 This came as no surprise to the residents of Kotzebue. The only long-term, meaningful way to 

address this dilemma is to develop a regional deep water port at Cape Blossom. However, without a road to 

Cape Blossom, this is not even possible. For that reason, the City, in partnership with ADOT/PF and the 

USACOE, has worked diligently for the past thirteen years (2005 to the present) on this legacy project. It 

is/will be "shovel ready" for the upcoming construction season. Further delay by the proposed 2018-2021 

STIP Amendment 2 to this project is not only unwarranted, but completely contrary to the efforts of the City, 

ADOT/PF and USACOE for the past thirteen years. 

Respectfully submitted this 17th day of December 2018. 

~ . ~a .. 
6~ 
City of Kotzebue 

u.2 ,1.' ';, _::J 
William Reich, City Manager 
City of Kotzebue 

cc: Kotzebue City Council Members [via e-mail] 
Nicole Stoops, Executive Director, Kotzebue IRA [via e-mail] 
Martha Siikauraq Whiting, NAB Planning Director [via e-mail] 
John Lincoln, NANA Vice President of Lands [via e-mail] 
Tom Kennedy, KIC President/CEO [via e-mail] 

[Forwarded to ADOT/PF Statewide Transportation Improvement Program via e-mail to dot.stip@alaska.gov 
and via fax to (907) 465-6984 on Monday, December 17, 2018 - 16 pages consisting of this eight-page 
COMMENT along with Exhibits 1, 2, 3 and 4 attached hereto.] 

12 Alaska Geographic Differential Study 2008 by McDowell Group, Inc., Executive Summary, page 3, Table 1-3, prepared 
for and released by the State of Alaska, Department of Administration on April 30, 2009. (The full report can be found at 
http://doa.alaska.gov/dop/gds/home/html.) 
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Dunleavy 
sworn m 
as Alaska 
governor 

Kol,zcbuc whij1s together 
ccremot~)' efter.fog 

disrupts Noon1ik even/ 
BY MYU HOPKINS 

l,11ttl~-.,1 b11t1~0, 

As Noorvik Elders "'"I( "Arig .... 
in lhc high school gymnasium, Mik<> 
Ounlcavv w,a.s ~worn in 40 mil~~ 
across 1h; lroste<l tundra in Kolzcl,ue 
lo become th., 12th i;onrnOT ~, 
Ala$ka. 

Mor, lh•n 100 ,•illager~, Eld~,.. 
~•~ in the (ront ro11; w•khed Ii,.,. 
.i ..... m ,•ideo of the cen-mom• and 
roa~ wilhd,,,,,,,; whon Dunl~ey's 
wi/.,, Rl'6e, who liwd in Noorvik, 
appeared <in the .creen Wakh the 
video here. 

Thi rd-graders &all!! "M)' Country 
'TI• of l1,ee" in lnupiaq. Spotaker< 
1alke<l ahout keepin& SouthcenlJal 
A lasl<a, still ..,..1 ing hon• a m•~<ivt 

•s..e POC• 15, SWEAAIN(l IN 
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SWEARING-IN 
From P ... 1 

urthquak,,, i" their p,aye,s. 
A pen;isienl fog thwarted Dunlea,y\; 

pl an, to hold the inauguration in th lo 
lnupia.1 village of 611) p,,opl<:. and former 
Gov. Bill Wa Iker stayM in Anchoiage lo • 
grapple wilh the allftmath of I.he ZO quake. 

Dunlta,y IOld the crowd chat the people 
of Kol1.ebue whipped togelher a swear­
ing-in mnnony juSI 90 minules after tile 
dedgjon wasmadetodlwn lo that hub city. 
The Altika Constitution call~ for the gover­
n~ect la be sworn in be&m, noon. and a 
Dunlea\,y spokeswoman said he wa.s travel--­
i ng with aludi,-and would take !he oath M 
the oirplan< il """"""lY-

-n,;. i• how .w do it in rural A la.i.a,. • 
Dunleavy told rhe audienre of mostly 
AiasbNanws. wwinglhathewould mab 
pllbllc wfol)', p&rtirululy in the Bush, a top 
priority. 

111-bi,,tY01'"sakl Dunleavy. who 
~ as• lmd,,r&nd lldm ruperlnllen­
deltbRwnl~ lliJow the Al'<'licGrde. 

Fc111ci...plana 
~lcomt to Bu5h AlllSka. A pemstffll fog 

has lhW&Jto!d p1anfi to hold Govrele<\ Moe 
Ounluvy's lnougwallon in lhi& ln11pi.t vO­
lege. A 6JX>bswoman Mys Dunle.vy hM 
landed In l<dubue and plaru; are under­
way lo hold the sweoring-in ceremony 
0-. 

Meantime. a giant A1aw Big ,hffl calu! 
just alrived at 1M NOOJVil<. school. lunch Is 
stuinlngond lhemobnrtionhm, will SIJOll 
as planMd without the new goveinor. 
••~11 cat whlther he &'"15.here or not,• one 
ffllplo)ff said. 

Village lffident•. Including Gordon 
Newlli\ blVlher cl Dunlavy'& wik. Rnoe, 
are look.Ing to the &ky and shrugging. 

l'ttQIGe,1t~WllaiftJJUIUGDYSINOll,OflKIW.~ 

llle5ka Gov. Mike Dunleavy addre6688 the eudlence In tlie $Chool om In ~abue efter 
he was sworn Into office Dec. 3. 

Weather del,y• and changes ue to be 
~oo. th,y .. id. A< peaplc fil• into tho 
gytnMSJwn they hope to w11ch the~•­
ing-lnona IJYelbeam(IQffl J<otulNe. llhe'd 
atuck to the mowmachlne plan, he'd be 
here, onewom.njoked. 

Noon1k prepam 10 welcome ga­
Pictu,e a~ smelling al pump­

kin ple and caribou ,oup. ,urrounded by 
miles ol frosted tundr.,. 

11Mff hasneverbeenen lnaugwalto11ett­
emony fw an Alnka governor quite 111<.e 
dus. Dunleavy, 1 former stale senator md 
Republican, wUI become lllll the 12.th per­
"""lo hald lhe office, 

"Folb are really excitod," Hid high 
school bawtball coach Mike Z,l>elJ. who 
grew up In thi& lnuplat villa~ with 
Dunlcavy's wire, llose.. 

The governDr-elect canceled plans to 
makt lhe fiNJ log of the jo,,lmcy by inaw-

m.achlne end shot"tened 1he visil •fl•• 
Friday', earthqwi~ placed Soutb~ntral 
Ala5ka In a state of em01g•ncy. Gov. Bill 
Wilker, In hi&!asl how-son lhejob,opled 10 

litay In Anchorage to 'i5Sist with the 
reepenlng of ~tale facilities and damaged 
lnmstructutt.M 

Noorvik &im .bow the barw or the ht>­
..,., Kobuk River, aboul 43 air mi\e5 from 
tho ngional hub city oJ Kotzebue. w~ 
Dunleavy once r,erved as i;uperln~enl of 
,chools. Black sprue<> burns swfftly in 
wood st~. Moose a11llem hang above 
door fnuru,s, strung with Oulstma.< Ugh ts. 

Ukeal!Alaska vi~ itlst place whe~ 
hunting and &hi.ng put fcod on th• table 
but -bought groceries C05I an arm and 
• leg. Gas prices are doublr tho city rates, 
said Noorvik M1yor v.,,, CIM!eland. Milk. 
bought by the can, CUI be theequi,alent of 
S20agallon. 

In other wor&. • the inougwalion builds 

l'X<ilE'D1enl in N~I Alaw by placing 
a spr,lligh! on village life, II also underr.com; 
the unique challeng,, r1. govfflling the larg· 
est5tate. 

Zibell, who \cacho• •ixlh- through 
12th-graders, said the community was 
n,ady for e feel11ood event after re<"enl oui• 
cides. Other, said housing is tight. 
Temperatures Sunday hovt!.J'e<I between 20 
and 30 degn:e.s- TherE shou Id be • minus 
sign in front ol those rwm~ ""id N001Vik 
Mayor Vern Cleveland. He's had topJughis 
flff:1.ff bad In to ovoid 5pol]age. 

In al lea,t one regard. Noorvik is difmfflt 
from most other Norlh~st and Wesl•rn 
Alaska villages. If you look at a map of lhe 
electlon mu!~ the village was a deep-red 
island of Dunleavy voters olll'lou.nded by a 
sea of mostly blue pn-clncts that favored 
Democnt Mark Bi,glch. 

"Wdaune hon.., Fir&t Lady ~t•' re.ta 
po5ler in the IIChoal c.al~ 

Zibell said it wasn't jusl the lamily con­
nection. He voted for Dunleavy in part 
btstd on a fewainver.;alions they ha,elwl 
ovrr the )'ft"', he ... id. "He really gee. the 
dllanm• ~n ulbtn and rural divi<k, ~--

n,., promise of bigger Permanent Fund 
dMd.end checlts clidn1 hwt. RM~ divi­
dends - felt esp«ially hard in lhe Bu.h. 
he..id, w,.,.,~incomos are lower • 

Ar. the viii~ prepared 10 welrom~ the 
new governor, wllh 45 pies warming in the 
KhDol a.f-eteria and c:hairt, amng,,d in the 
gyau,aslu in. 78,yar,,dd 0.arles Naiwuk 
wmbd on a snowmaclline 11 lhe edge of 
town. He'd be at the ("n,mony, he said. Rose 
isomlolive. 

Ar. Cor wluil the warld !Should know about 
Noorvllr.? "We love pe<>ple, That l.s how our 
ancntwsbu.ill lthrvill-ui To lo-,,e~.• 

Nuuruk seld the key to wlnnlng • _,. 
ond term, for Dunleavy, will b. to talk to 
Awklnsandtollmn. 
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2018-2021 Alaska Statewide Transportation Improvement Program 
Original; Approved May 31, 2018 

Need ID: 18634 
TIiie: Kotzebue Cape Blossom Road 
Region: Northern 
Place Name; Kotzebue 
Highway: 

P~ject Ducrtplfon: 
Construd s new road from Kotzebue to a port site near Cape 
Blouom. 

Phase ___ Funding FFY18 -----
Ccnstructlon ~----·- 0 
Construction AC 0 
Construction EMRK 0 

Totals: 0 

FFY11 

119~,510 

17,634,162 

892,328 

20,100,DOD 

Program: Community Transportation Program 

Primary Work: New Construction 

2D12 EIKtfon District: 40 Arctic -----
Borough/Census Area: Northwest Arctic Bornu h 

Munlclpal Planning Org. (MPO): non-MPO 

FFY20 FFY21 Afblr 2021 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 -·--------- - - -
D D 0 

Sponsor: City of Kotzebue 

PEB Score: _1_99 ____ _ 

Crtt.rta: 

Functlonal ClaH: Unclassified 

$TIP 
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. .. - . for tl,e ' :;- . . ' ' " ., 

Local Match Contrl~~lon 
(Federal Earmark AK~126) 

for the· 
Cape Blossom Road project 

between 
The State of Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Factllties 

and 
The City of Kotzebue 

The purpose of this amendment Is to modify the local match contribution required based on 
updated total project cost estimates (lederal and match dollar amounts combined). 

1. The City of Kotzebue (CITY) hereby agrees to provide SIX HUNDRED 1W£NTY-FIVE 
THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED NINflY-TWO DOLLARS AND 00/100 ($625,992.00) to the 
State of Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (ADOT&PF) to fulfil the 
CITY'S share of the local match contribution required for the design and construction of 
the Cape Blossom Road project. The local match contribution shall be a lump sum 
payment made by the CITY to ADOT&PF prior to obligation of federal funds for each 
phase of the project. 

2. The local match contribution is based on a 9.03% match ratio required for federal-aid 
funding. In addition, a 50% contingency is required for design and a 15% contingency 
for construction. · 

3. The ADOT&PF and the CITY will execute an amendment to this Memorandum of 
Agreement (MOA) if changes are needed to the scope, schedule and/or project 
estimates. The CJTY will be required to provide addltlonal match funds associated with 
an increase to the project estimates. Upon project completi~n and final project 
closeout, if the final cost is less than the current estimated total cost, the local 
contribution will be recalculated and any excess funds will be refunded to the C!TV. 

4. ADOT&PF agrees to construct this project In accordance with the federally approved 
scope of work and schedule: 

Project Scope: Construct a road from Kotzebue to Cape Blossom. 

Pagel o/2 
December 20, 2013 

----- ----- - -
CtJpt! Blossom Road Project 

. =~ 

♦.. ... ....... 
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The project schedule for ot,llptlan of funds Is amended u follows: 

t :LUIO 
$4.80,j10.00 

$681~.00 
$900,0QO.OO 50K 

$2JM.' H.00 15" 
$5,125,690.00 

$fi1 17.00 
$40"°UIO $121.905.DO 
$75,715.00 $2.80,265,00 
$27 2..00 $212,905.00 

$145,o&2.00 $61$,992.00 

Phase 2 .-id 3 Matdl c.ontributlan Amoum $,UJ,&17.00 
Matdl ■mount paid by Qty of KOIHINe on January 11., 2013 ,f9~,J7!,00 

ihlllltla of plHIH Z (,_lgnJo,ttU ,,,,,,, of wq} metdl ~ 
.., II .. ...., $,111,10p;OO 

Total Match Contr1butlon fl1m1lnln1fortheconnn1ctlon phase $212,lOS.OO 

ADOT&PF may attar this fund Int schedule for reasons that ani beyond Its control, lndudll"II 

elfmlnatlon or restriction of funds at the federal level. If ADOT&PF does not ottterwlse maintain Its 

commitment to this fundlrw: schedule, the CITY shall have the option of wlthdrawln, from the MOA 
and shall be mmbursed for Its local match amtrlbution. 

s. The Cl'TY and AOOT&PF mav amend this a,reement bv mutual consent. 

OtyofKotzetlue 

.b~ 
Department of Transportation & Public Fadfltfes 

Date 

Pogtlo/l 
Dtttmbet lO, 2013 

Cope Blottom Rood Protect 
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Maintenance and Ownership Agreement 

Between 

ne State of Alaska Deparbnent of Transportation and Public FacUlties 

(DOT&PF) 

1. PURPOSE: 

and 

The City of Kotzebue (City) 

forthe 

Cape Blossom Road Project 

AKSAS#76884 

The purpose of this agreement is to arrange the future ownership and 
maintenance for the cape Blossom Road project aka cape Blossom Road. 

a. Convey that the above mentioned parties will cooperate to provide for 
physical design and construction of the Cape Blossom Road project. 

b. Convey that the City of Kotzebue will accept ownership responsibility and 
provide for the future maintenance of the Cape Blossom Road. 

2. DOT&PF DOES HEREBY AGREE TO THE FOLLOWING: 

a. Provide overall project design and construction management oversight. 

3. THE CITY HEREBY AGREES TO THE FOLLOWING: 

a. Accepts ownership and all maintenance responsibilities for the 
completed Cape Blossom Road. 

4, IT IS MunJALLY AGREED THAT: 
a. The above parties will coordinate funding for design and construction 

through the multitude of funding sources that are available. 

b. The above parties will coordinate to provide any tempor.uy construction 
easements and necessary right of way or other permissions, as needed to 
complete the construction of this project 

Page 1 of2 
June 9. 2014 

Ctlpe Blossom Road Mai,,tenance Agreeme"t 
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c. 1'he above parties will coordinate and participate in the review of the 
final desJgn plans prior to construction. 

d. The above parties will coordinate and participate in the Final Inspection 
of the construction project. The purpose of this inspection is to insure 
that the project is constructed In reasonable conformance with the design 
plans fn preparation of acceptance of mainlX!nance responsibilities. 

e. Bach i,arty agrees that lt will be responsible ror tts own acts ilnd results 
thereof, and each party shall not be responsible for the acts of the other 
agency. 

f. This agreement may be revised as needed by I.S$uance of a written 
amendment that is aBJ"H(i to and signed by the affected pirttes. 

Clement RJ'chards, Sr, 
s1ptemhcr 18. 2014 

Date 
Mayor 
City of t:zebue 

Rob A.LJ~ilfa>e I e. 
Acting N rthern Resfon I Director 
Department of Transportation & Publlc Facilitates 
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GOVERNOR MICHAEL J. DllNLE...-\VY 

February 5, 2019 

Dr. Lewis Pagel, Mayor 
City of Kotzebue 
POB 625 
Kotzebue, AK 99752 

William Reich, City Manager 
City of Kozebue 
POB46 
Kotzebue, AK 99752 

Dear Mayor Pagel and Mr. Reich, 

Department of Transportation and 
Public Facilities 

l)IVISION of PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT and STATEWIDE PLANNING 
Headquarters 

3132 Channel. Suite 200 
P.O. Box 112500 

Juneau, Alaska 99811-2500 
Main: (907) 465-4070 

Fax number: (907) 465-6984 
dot.alaska.gov 

Thank you for taking an interest in the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 
(DOT &PF) Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). The department values your 
comments regarding the Cape Blossom Road Project. Public engagement and participation are 
important components to the success of the ADOT&PF mission. 

The current funding allowing the project to proceed through the design phase was appropriated 
from a federal earmark. Additional funds will be required for construction, which will follow our 
standard project development process. In response to comments for the Kotzebue Cape Blossom 
Road project, the DOT &PF has removed the Illustrative funding code and replaced it with 
Advance Construct (AC) funding as was shown in the prior approved STIP. The Fairbanks 
Planning Field Office will work with the community regarding the process needed to move 
forward to construction, which may include project scoring at an upcoming CTP PEB. 

If you have additional questions or concerns, please contact Margaret Carpenter, Planning 
Manager at margaret.carpenter@alaska.gov or 907.451.2252. 

Maren Brantner 
STlP Manager 

"Keep Alaska Muving through service and infrastructure." 



1

Wendel, Courtney E (DOT)

From: Lanien Livingston <LLivingston@fnsb.us>
Sent: Friday, December 14, 2018 2:25 PM
To: dot.stip
Cc: Donald Galligan; Lanien Livingston
Subject: FNSB Comments on the Draft Amendments to the 2018-2021 STIP for the Rosie Creek 

Road Improvements and the Richardson Highway Bicycle Pedestrian Path
Attachments: FNSB Comments on Draft Amendments to 2018_2021 STIP for the Rosie Creek and 

Richardson Hwy Bicycle Pedestrian Path.14 DEC 2018.pdf

Importance: High

Good afternoon. On behalf of FNSB Mayor Bryce J. Ward, please find attached to this email our comments on 
the Draft Amendments to the 2018-2021 STIP for the Rose Creek Road Improvements and the Richardson 
Highway Bicycle Pedestrian Path. 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments.  
Sincerely, 
Ms. Livingston 
 
 
 

Lanien M. Livingston 
Fairbanks North Star Borough 
Public Information Officer 
& Executive Communications Specialist 
 
 
✔ WEB: www.fnsb.us 

☎ PHONE: (907) 459‐1304   

📠 FAX: (907) 459‐1102 
 
Find us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FNSBGov/ 
Follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/Fairbanks_NSB 
 
Reminder! Written communications with public officials including Borough employees generally are considered a public record and are subject 
to disclosure (viewing and/or copying of the communication) pursuant to a public records request. 

 
 



Fairbanks North Star Borough Mayor's Office 
907 Terminal Street PO Box 71267 Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-1267 (907)459-1300 FAX (907)459-1102 

December 14, 2018 

Ms. Judy Chapman, Acting Program Development Coordinator 
State of Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities 
Division of Program Development 
Attn: Statewide Transportation Improvement Plan 
P.O. Box 112500 
Juneau, AK 99811-2500 

!Sent Electronically to: dot.stip@alaska.gov1 

Re: Comments on the Draft Amendments to the 2018-2021 Statewide Transportation Improvement Plan for the Rosie Creek Road Improvements 
and the Richardson Highway Mile Point Mile Point 358-364 (Milepost 357-362) Bicycle/Pedestrian Path. 

Dear Ms. Chapman: 

The Fairbanks North Star Borough (FNSB) Administration appreciates the opportunity to submit comments regarding the Draft 2018-2021 
Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) Amendment Number two. 

We are pleased to see many projects in the Borough being moved forward, including the Aurora Drive Noyes Slough Bridge #0209 Replacement 
in Fairbanks, and the Gold Mine Trail Road Upgrade which will be constructed in summer 2019. 

We are, however, concerned about the funding for two very important projects in FNSB slipping to after 2021 .These projects are Rosie Creek 
Road Improvements, Need ID: 25596, and Richardson Highway Mile Point 358-364 (Milepost 357-362) Bicycle/Pedestrian Path, Need ID: 
25598. With the military expansion at Eielson Air Force Base, this area of the Borough served by this pathway is forecast to grow. 

The population data forecast in the Eielson Regional Growth Plan and the Saleha-Badger Subarea Plan indicate that much of the population 
growth impacts will occur in the Badger Road area. The link between Badger Road and Fairbanks is a critical connection for bicycle and 
pedestrian mobility which will only see the demand grow in the near term. 

In addition, DOT received local planning authority (LPA) approval for this project from FNSB Planning Commission on October 10, 2017, and 
quoting the terms of our MOU Agreement, "Any of the following circumstances would generally require re-submittal : (3) A lapse of two years or 
more between FNSB approval and the DOT&PF-FHWA design approval", thus the DOT would have to reapply for LPA approval. 

Please reconsider moving the construction funding beyond 2021 , and leaving it as an "Advance Construct" project in 2019. 

Finally, the Rosie Creek Road Improvements project has been delayed once before through the STIP amendment process. The FNSB remains 
committed to th is project and has the entire local match requirement ready to go as soon as the Federal portion of the project is obligated. This 
project is important for the continued mobility in a growing part of the FNSB, and it will improve safety by improving its intersection with Chena 
Ridge Road . 

We ask that you accelerate the right-of-way acquisition and consider leaving this project in 2021 for construction . 

Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to provide comments. 

Respectfully, 

Bryce J. Ward 

Mayor 
Fairbanks North Star Borough 



THE STATE 

01ALASKA 
GOVERNOR MICHAEL J, DUNLEAVY 

February 4, 20 l 9 

Mayor Bryce Ward 
Fairbanks North Star Borough 
907 Terminal Street 
Fairbanks, AK 99707 

Dear Mayor Ward, 

Department of Transportation and 

Public Facilities 

DIVISION of PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT and STATEWIDE PLANNING 
Headquarters 

3132 Channel. Suite 200 
P.O. Box 112500 

Juneau, Alaska 99811-2500 
Main: (907) 465-4070 

Fax number: (907) 465-6984 
dot.alaska,gov 

Thank you for taking an interest in the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 
(ADOT &PF) Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). The Department values 
your comments regarding the Rosie Creek Road Improvements and Richardson Highway Milepost 
357-362 Bicycle and Pedestrian Path projects. Public engagement and participation are important 
components to the success of the ADOT &PF mission. 

We are committed to advancing the Rosie Creek Road Improvements project to construction as 
soon as the project is ready, however, there is additional unexpected right of way acquisition 
necessary. The anticipated construction year is now as soon as 2022. 

The Richardson Highway Milepost 357-362 Bicycle and Pedestrian Path project is nearing 
completion of the design phase and requires additional permitting from the Alaska Railroad before 
the plans can be completed. We recognize that the North Pole area is growing at a faster rate than 
other areas in the borough and acknowledge that this is important infrastructure for the community. 

If you have additional questions or concerns, please contact Margaret Carpenter, Planning 
Manager at margaret.carpenter@alaska.gov or 907-451-2252. 

Sincerely, 

Maren Brantner 
STlP Manager 

·'Keep Alaska liriovini 1hrouih service and infrastructure." 
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Wendel, Courtney E (DOT)

From: Rose Foley <Rose.Foley@akleg.gov>
Sent: Monday, December 17, 2018 3:22 PM
To: dot.stip
Cc: Lincoln, John F (LEG)
Subject: Comment on Draft STIP Amendment #2 - Kotzebue Cape Blossom Road (Need ID 

18634)
Attachments: Cape Blossom Road STIP Comments 12.17.18.pdf

Good afternoon, 
 
Attached is a comment from Rep. John Lincoln on the Kotzebue Cape Blossom Road, which is included in the proposed 
STIP Amendment #2.   
 
Thank you, 
 
Rose Foley 
Office of Rep. Lincoln 
(907) 465‐5286 
 



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE 
 

Representative John Lincoln 
           ALASKA    
                           STATE CAPITOL 
                  JUNEAU, ALASKA   99801-1182 
                                                       (907) 465-3473 
                   

 
 

 

TO:  Alaska Department of Transportation 
  Division of Program Development 
 
FROM: Rep. John Lincoln 
 
DATE:  December 17, 2018 
 
SUBJECT:  STIP Amendment #2 – Kotzebue Cape Blossom Road (Need ID 18634) 

 
I am writing to express my support for construction of the Kotzebue Cape Blossom Road, 
STIP Need ID 18634.  It is my understanding that this project was scheduled for 
construction in 2019 in the previously approved 2018-2021 STIP but is now proposed to 
be delayed by STIP Amendment #2 to complete the Community Transportation Program 
(CTP) scoring process.  DOT/PF officials has stated to my office that following 
completion of the CTP scoring process, the project will likely be included for 
construction funding in STIP Amendment #4 in 2019. 
 
I recognize the importance of complying with all requirements related to federal 
transportation funding, including the CTP scoring process.  However, this long-pursued 
project is an important connection that will provide near-term access to gravel resources 
and improved search-and-rescue abilities, as well as the eventual potential of a deep 
water port in the region.  The City of Kotzebue has worked to advance this project since 
2005 and remains committed to seeing ground broken as soon as practicable.  
 
The Kotzebue Cape Blossom Road continues to be a priority road construction project in 
the region.  With the completion of the required CTP scoring exercise, I look forward to 
this project being funded in a future amendment to the STIP.  If my office can be of 
assistance in facilitating the construction of the Cape Blossom Road, please contact me. 



THE STATE 

01ALASKA 
GOVERNOR MICHAEL J, DUNLE.-\.VY 

January 28, 2019 

Representative John Lincoln 
State Capitol Room 432 
Juneau AK, 99801 

Dear Representative Lincoln, 

Department of Transportation and 
Public Facilities 

DIVISION of PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT and STATEWIDE PLANNING 
Headquarters 

3132 Channel. Suite 200 
P.O. Box 112500 

Juneau, Alaska 99811-2500 
Main: 19071 465-4070 

Fax number: (907) 465-6984 
dot .ala ska .gov 

Thank you for taking an interest in the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 
(DOT &PF) Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). The department values your 
comments regarding funding for the construction of the Cape Blossom Road Project. We are 
committed to this project and recognize the importance it has in not only Kotzebue, but in 
Northwest Alaska. Public engagement and participation are important components to the success 
of the ADOT&PF mission. 

The current funding allowing the project to proceed through the design phase was appropriated 
from a federal earmark. Additional funds will be required for construction, which will follow our 
standard project development process. In response to comments for the Kotzebue Cape Blossom 
Road project, the DOT &PF has removed the lllustrative funding code and replaced it with 
Advance Construct (AC) funding as was shown in the prior approved STIP. The Fairbanks 
Planning Field Office will work with the community regarding the process needed to move 
forward to construction, which may include project scoring at an upcoming CTP PEB. 

If you have additional questions or concerns, please contact Margaret Carpenter, Planning 
Manager at margaret.carpenter@alaska.gov or 907.451.2252. 

Sincerely, 

Maren Brantner 
STIP Manager 

"Keep Alaska Moving through service and infrastructure." 
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Wendel, Courtney E (DOT)

From: Liz Cravalho <Liz.Cravalho@nana.com>
Sent: Monday, December 17, 2018 5:00 PM
To: dot.stip
Subject: 2018-2021 STIP Amendment 2: NANA Support for Kotzebue Cape Blossom Road
Attachments: 2018.12 LOS Kotzebue Cape Blossom Road.pdf

Good afternoon, 
 
Please see the attached, 
 
Best regards, 
 
Liz Qaulluq Cravalho 
 

 

Liz Qaulluq Cravalho  |  Vice President of External and Government Affairs  
NANA | P. O. Box 49, Kotzebue, Alaska 99752 
Direct 907 442 8135 | Cell 907 223 4409 | liz.cravalho@nana.com     
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December 17, 2018 
 
Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities 
Division of Program Development 
ATTN: STIP 
PO BOX 112500 
Juneau, AK 99811-2500 
 
Regarding: Comments on the 2018-2021 STIP Amendment 2 and the Kotzebue Cape Blossom Road (ID: 
18634) 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
NANA Regional Corporation supports the construction and completion of the new road from Kotzebue 
to Cape Blossom where a new port or harbor will be constructed. The completion of the road is one 
important step in efforts to reduce the cost of living for residents of the Northwest Arctic Borough and 
shareholders living in the NANA region. Additionally, the road and eventual port or harbor will support 
search and rescue efforts in the area as well as research in Arctic waters.  
 
NANA has demonstrated our commitment to this project by providing right of way access through NANA 
lands and supporting the leadership of the City of Kotzebue in advocating and securing funding for the 
road. The City of Kotzebue has made significant progress over the past thirteen years making this project 
shovel ready with several partners including the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the Alaska 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities. 
 
Prolonging funding of the Cape Blossom Road will mean further delays in the ability of this important 
project to have meaningful impacts on the high cost of living which also hamper business and economic 
development in the area. Kotzebue’s cost of living is approximately 61 percent higher than Anchorage 
and these costs impact the rest of the communities in the NANA region that utilize the community as a 
hub for gasoline, home heating fuel, food, construction materials, etc. 
 
Additionally, as maritime activity in the Arctic increases, Cape Blossom can serve as a key strategic 
location for response to maritime incidents and Arctic maritime research. A system of ports and harbors 
is going to be key in supporting the protection of subsistence hunters and fisherman, natural resources, 
and other Arctic activities. 
 
In conclusion, NANA supports funding the Kotzebue Cape Blossom Road Project to completion. The road 
will have a significant positive impact on the future of not only Kotzebue, but the entire NANA region. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Elizabeth Cravalho 
Vice President, External Affairs 
 



THE STATE 

01ALASKA 
GOVERNOR MICH..41.EL J. DUNLE.AVY 

January 28, 2019 

Elizabeth Cravalho 
NANA 
Po Box49 
Kotzebue, AK 99752 

Dear Ms. Cravalho, 

Department of Transportation and 

Public Facilities 

DIVISION of PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT and STATEWIDE PLANNING 
Headquarters 

3132 Channel. Suite 200 
P.O. Box 112500 

Juneau, Alaska 99811-2500 
Main: (907) 465-4070 

Fax number: {907) 465-6984 
dot .alaska.gov 

Thank you for taking an interest in the Alaska Department of Transportation-and Public Facilities 
(DOT &PF) Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). The department values your 
comments regarding funding for the construction of the Cape Blossom Road Project. Public 
engagement and pru1icipation are important components to the success of the ADOT &PF mission. 

The current funding allowing the project to proceed through the design phase was appropriated 
from a federal earmark. Additional funds will be required for construction, which will follow our 
standard project development process. In response to comments for the Kotzebue Cape Blossom 
Road project, the DOT &PF has removed the Illustrative funding code and replaced it with 
Advance Construct (AC) funding as was shown in the prior approved STIP. The Fairbanks 
Planning Field Office will work with the community regarding the process needed to move 
forward to construction, which may include project scoring at an upcoming CTP PEB. 

If you have additional questions or concerns, please contact Margaret Carpenter, Planning 
Manager at margaret.carpenter@alaska.gov or 907.451.2252. 

Sincerely, 

1/1/j , 1,,; A t ,JC,_ A - \ . 
~ / ( (/(/ i, ,, tt>-rc:r-~ 

Maren Brantner 
STIP Manager 

''Keep Alaska Moving through service and infrastructure." 




