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BMP 54.00. Site Delineation 

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS 

Objectives  
Site delineation measures are intended to mark (1) 
all areas where land disturbing activities will occur, 
including clearing and grading, and (2) specific areas 
that will be left undisturbed, such as trees, 
boundaries of sensitive areas, or environmental 
buffer zones, prior to work beginning.  Buffer zones 
may include those at stream crossings and around 
the edges of any wetlands or waters of the U.S. that 
are located within or immediately adjacent to the 
property where the construction activity will take 
place. 

This measure is intended to comply with the 
requirements of Alaska Construction General 
Permit. 

Description 
Site delineation measures may be physical barriers, 
such as temporary fencing, or visual indications, 
such as staking and flagging, used to delineate 
specific areas.  They are intended to remain until 
construction activity is completed.  The most 
common measures include temporary fencing, 
survey flagging tape, stakes, paint on asphalt or 
concrete, and signs. 

Other Names 
Flagging, temporary fencing, high-visibility fencing, 
staking, signs, paint markings.   

Applicability 
Site delineation applies to all construction projects 
involving land disturbing activities.   

Selection Considerations 
Choose marking materials that have high visibility 
and contrast with the natural surroundings. Select 
materials based on ability to last for the duration of 
construction. This is especially important for 
construction that will span multiple seasons, or last 
several years. 

Sensitive areas and their buffers may require more 
substantial protection, such as work zone safety 
fences. Silt fence, in combination with survey 
flagging, can be an acceptable method of marking 
sensitive areas and buffers. However, silt fencing 

should only be used for this purpose if it is also 
needed for, and properly installed and maintained as, 
a sediment control measure. 

If fencing other than orange fencing is used, provide 
signage with wording describing the purpose of the 
fence. 

If signs are to be used, specify the type and spacing 
of signs and the wording on the sign, such as ‘No 
Entry,’ ‘Keep Out,’ ‘No Grade Change’, ‘No Work, 
Storage Of Materials or Equipment Permitted 
Beyond This Point,’ or other appropriate directive. 
Specify minimum lettering size for signs.  

For long linear projects that are constructed in 
phases, consider the following:  

• Provide delineation to protect adjacent out-of-
phase areas that are not part of the current phase 
of construction.   

• Specify installation of site delineation to 
coincide with phases of construction so that the 
length of time the site delineation must be 
inspected and maintained is sufficient but no 
longer (too far in advance) than necessary.   

Common Failures or Misuses 

• Failure to install prior to land disturbing 
activities. 

• Inappropriately using materials intended for 
other purposes.  For example, silt fencing 
material should not be used unless it is properly 
installed as a sediment control measure (BMP-
20). 

• Installing markers too close to areas of 
construction activity; failure to provide 
adequate maneuvering room for construction 
activities. 

• Damage to markings and flagging cut down 
during clearing activities. 

• Using products that are easily vandalized by 
humans or disturbed by animals. 
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SPECIFICATIONS  

Standard Specification  

655 – Site Delineation 
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