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 Essential Fish Habitat Worksheet 


I. 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
	Project Title:      
	Project #:      

	Project Location (include region):       
	Date Prepared:       

	Brief Project Description:      


II.  
DESCRIPTION OF ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT AND PROJECT ACTIVITIES:
	Waterbody
	Species
	Habitat Function
	Project Activity Affecting Water Body*

	
	
	Spawning
	Rearing
	Migration
	

	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     

	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     

	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     

	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     

	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     


*Types of activities that may involve EFH and require a Fish Habitat Permit include, but is not limited to, culverts, bridges, stream crossings, stream embankment work, stream relocations, boat ramps, water withdrawal, gravel extraction, and use of explosives.

III.   CONSERVATION MEASURES PROPOSED TO AVOID, MINIMIZE, OR REDUCE POTENTIAL ADVERSE IMPACTS ON EFH 
A.  Conservation measures implemented for culvert, bridge, and other activities involving EFH. 
	Conservation Measure
	Culvert Activities
	Bridge Activities
	Other Activities (e.g. stream crossings, stream embankment work, stream relocations, boat ramps, water withdrawal, gravel extraction, and use of explosives)

	Culverts will be sized, constructed, and maintained in compliance with the culvert guidelines contained in the August 2001 ADF&G and the ADOT&PF Fish Pass Memorandum of Agreement and/or the 2011 NMFS Northwest Region’s Anadromous Salmonid Passage Facility Design.  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	NA
	NA

	Replacement structure will be designed to avoid encroachments into the active stream channel.  
	NA
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	NA

	Replacement structure will be designed to minimize encroachments into the floodplain.
	NA
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	NA

	The construction contractor will be required to comply with the conditions outlined in the Fish Habitat Permit    
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Seasonal restrictions, as defined by ADFG, for in-water work will be followed.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	In-water construction will be avoided or minimized.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Only native vegetation will be used in stabilization plantings.  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	The construction contractor will be required to comply with an APDES permit
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 List other conservation measures:

     
B.  Explain selections in III. A. and provide other relevant information that will support a conclusion of No Adverse Effect to EFH:  

     
V.   EFH DETERMINATION

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  DOT&PF has determined that the action will have NO Adverse Effect on EFH.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  DOT&PF has determined that the project MAY have an Adverse Effect on EFH.*

*Consultation with NMFS is required and an EFH Assessment is required.  Refer to 50 CFR 600.920(e) for consultation requirements and mandatory contents of an EFH Assessment. For more information refer to the Guide for Preparing EFH Assessments.  
VI.   LEVEL OF EFH CONSULTATION 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Consultation not required (no adverse effects).


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Informal discussion with NMFS staff to confirm EFH species, project effects or concerns: 
Date:         

NMFS Staff Contact:       
Informal Consultation Summary/Conclusions:       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Consultation required*:        
*Required when a determination of adverse effect is reached. Contact NMFS staff to determine whether abbreviated (50 CFR 600.920(h)) or expanded (50 CFR 600.920(i))  consultation is needed. For more information refer to the EFH Consultation Guidance. 
	     
	Date:      

	[Printed Name and Signature] Worksheet Preparer
	


Worksheet Instructions

This worksheet provides information for assessing the potential for adverse effects to Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) as required under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA).  This worksheet will allow for the efficient and consistent analysis of DOT&PF actions with the potential for involvement with EFH. 

Objective

The objective of this EFH worksheet is to determine:

· If the proposed action, after consideration of proposed conservation measures, may adversely affect designated EFH for the relevant fisheries species within the proposed action area; and
· If EFH consultation with National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is required under the MSA. 

Definitions

Essential Fish Habitat – EFH is defined as the waters and substrate necessary to fish for spawning, breeding, feeding or growth to maturity.  Regulations for implementing the MSA are at 50 CFR 600.905 – 930.

Adverse Effect – An adverse effect is any impact that reduces the quality and/or quantity of EFH.  Adverse effects may include direct or indirect physical, chemical, or biological alterations of the waters or substrate and loss of, or injury to, benthic organisms, prey species and their habitat, and other ecosystem components, if such modifications reduce the quality and/or quantity of EFH.  Adverse effects to EFH may result from actions occurring within EFH or outside of EFH and may include site-specific or habitat-wide impacts, including individual, cumulative, or synergistic consequences or actions.  

Worksheet NOTE  
While the Adverse Effect definition appears to offer a broad application, the intent is to consult with NMFS for only those actions that would remove, disturb, impede, or eliminate fish habitat.  The net effect of the action should be considered after the implementation of all conservation measures.  

This worksheet outlines conservation measures appropriate for culvert and bridge related actions that, if followed, will generally result in “no adverse effect” to EFH (see Section III).   These measures were developed using the NMFS publication, “Impacts to Essential Fish Habitat from Non-fishing Activities in Alaska”, November 2011 and through informal consultation with NMFS staff.  This worksheet can also be used for other types of ADOT&PF actions with the potential for EFH involvement.  

If a conclusion of “no adverse effect” is reached through the incorporation of conservation measures it will be necessary to ensure that these measures are added to the environmental documentation and implemented during the construction phase of the project.  It is important to evaluate actions for special or unusual circumstances and add additional conservation measures if needed to avoid an adverse effect.  Consultation with NMFS is required for any adverse effects to EFH.

*Indicate any EFH species that may be affected.  

EFH has been described for over 50 fish species, including Pacific salmon and various species of groundfish. Freshwater EFH for Pacific salmon species is identified in the ADF&G’s Catalogue of Waters Important for the Spawning, Rearing, or Migration of Anadromous Fishes (ADF&G 1998a) (Catalog).  Marine waters identified as EFH for salmon and groundfish include estuaries, bays, fjords, and offshore waters out to the 200 nautical mile Economic Exclusive Zone (EEZ) boundary. Pacific salmon species will be most commonly associated with DOT&PF projects.
EFH descriptions and maps can be found on the NMFS Alaska Regional Office EFH website:  

Species:  http://www.alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/habitat/efh/faq.htm#species
Mapper:  http://www.habitat.noaa.gov/protection/efh/habitatmapper.html.  
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