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November 2, 2018 
 
Commissioner Marc Luiken 
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 
3132 Channel Drive #300 
Juneau, AK  99801 
 
To Whom it May Concern:  
 
The Alaska Trucking Association (ATA) has served the Alaska trucking industry for over 60 
years, and we know that trucking is the lifeblood of Alaska’s everyday economy. Whether a 
community is on the road system or only accessible by air or sea, commercial highway trucks are 
a vital link in Alaskan commerce. And commercial trucking depends on safe, unrestricted, and 
open roads to do our job.  
 
For these reasons and on behalf of the 200 member company ATA, I support the Alaska 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities’ grant application to the Federal Highway 
Administration for the Ketchikan Bridge Rehabilitation and Replacement Project.  
 
As you may know, Ketchikan is on an island, and all freight must be shipped into town via barge 
or air before it can be distributed by truck. This project is especially important to the community 
because one of the bridges slated for replacement is located directly outside of the town’s freight 
dock, where the majority of all food sold in stores arrives. In addition, the bridge planned for 
rehabilitation is between the shipping dock and one of the main industrial areas. 
 
This grant will allow the Department to look ahead to avoid possible closures in these aging and 
deteriorated structures. I encourage the FHWA to approve your grant application and fund the 
Ketchikan Bridge Rehabilitation and Replacement Project. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Aves Thompson 
Executive Director 
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