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November 7, 2018 
 

 
Commissioner Marc Luiken 
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 
3132 Channel Drive #300 
Juneau, AK  99801 
 
To Whom it May Concern:  
 
The Alaska Trucking Association (ATA) has served the Alaska trucking industry for over 60 
years, and we know that trucking is the lifeblood of Alaska’s everyday economy. Whether you 
are talking about keeping food in grocery stores during the winter or moving seafood inland to 
customers, commercial highway trucks are a vital link in Alaskan commerce. And commercial 
trucking depends on safe, unrestricted, and open roads to do our job.  
 
For these reasons and on behalf of the 200 member company ATA, I support the Alaska 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities’ grant application to the Federal Highway 
Administration for the South Seward Highway Bridges Project. Like many places in Alaska, 
Seward has one road, and in these circumstances, it is especially critical to plan improvements 
rather than wait for emergencies. In addition, including these bridges as one project provides an 
opportunity to minimize the traffic disruptions freight haulers and others will face.  
 
This grant will allow the Department to look ahead to avoid possible closures and reduce 
construction delays. I encourage the FHWA to approve your grant application and fund the 
South Seward Highway Bridges Project. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Aves Thompson 
Executive Director 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Seward Chamber of Commerce 

Conference and Visitors Bureau 

PO Box 749, Seward, Alaska 99664           907-224-8051               director@seward.net 

November 02, 2018 
 
Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities 

Commissioner Marc Luiken 
P.O. Box 112500 

3132 Channel Drive 
Juneau, AK 99811-2500 
 

Dear Commissioner Luiken, 
 

The Seward Chamber of Commerce, CVB represents 400 members that account for just under 
4,000 employees at peak season. Our mission is to promote and support our members in 
maintaining a diversified economy and positive business and living environment in the greater 

Seward area. 
 

The Snow River bridges were destroyed while under construction during the Great Alaska 
Earthquake of 1964, but were back in service in 1965. These bridges have been listed in the 
National Bridge Inventory as “structurally deficient” since 2017 due to the poor condition of the 

bridge deck. 
  

The Victor Creek bridge was built in 1952 and while its condition is listed as “fair,” it is a narrow 
24.2 feet bridge serving a portion of the Seward Highway that is 28 feet wide and has been 
programmed for replacement since that does not meet modern standards for a high-speed 

corridor such as the Seward Highway.  The antiquated Steel Stringer with Cast-In-Place 
reinforced concrete deck bridge (50-year design) will be replaced with a low-maintenance 

“Alaska-style” prestressed concrete bulb-tee design. 
  

The Seward Highway is a critical highway link for goods shipped down from the Port of 
Anchorage, processed fish trucked north to either POA or the Ted Stevens Anchorage 
International Airport, cruise ship passengers either leaving Alaska or boarding ships and for 

independent travelers in-state and out-of-state who enjoy recreational amenities within that 
corridor. The Seward Highway is classified as a Principal Arterial and uniquely designated as both 

a National Scenic Byway and a Non-Interstate NHS STRAHNET route by FHWA. Additionally, 
despite our best efforts, Seward remains without any commercial air service. 
 

We would like to express enthusiastic support for the Snow River Bridge and the Victor Creek 
Bridge Rehabilitation and Replacement Project.   

 
Sincerely, 

 
Cindy Clock, Executive Director 

On behalf of the Seward Chamber Board of Directors 







The mission of the Kenai Peninsula Borough School District is to empower all learners to positively shape their futures. 
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November 5, 2018 
 
 
 
Commissioner Marc Luiken 
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 
3132 Channel Drive #300 
Juneau, AK  99801 
 
Dear Commissioner Luiken: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities is applying for grant 
funding to replace and rehabilitate three bridges on the South Seward Highway 
corridor. The South Seward Highway Bridges project will upgrade the decks of Snow 
River Center Channel Bridge and the Snow River West Channel Bridge, and it will 
replace the Victor Creek Bridge. 
 
Three schools serve the Seward students from grades K-12. The attendance area for 
the middle and high schools extends to milepost 46 of the highway; these students 
rely on the Snow River and Victor Creek Bridges to get access to the education they 
will need to succeed. In addition, Seward provides other educational options such as 
the Alaska Vocational Technical Center, the Alaska SeaLife Center, and the University 
of Alaska Seward Marine Center. 
 
On behalf of the Kenai Peninsula Borough School District, I completely support 
improvements to the safety and reliability of these bridges. I strongly encourage the 
Federal Highway Administration to approve your application for funding of the 
project.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Sean Dusek 
Superintendent of Schools  

    

Office of Superintendent 
Sean Dusek, Superintendent of Schools 

148 North Binkley Street Soldotna, Alaska  99669-7520 
Phone  (907) 714-8888 Fax  (907) 262-9132 
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