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November 2, 2018 
 
 
Commissioner Marc Luiken 
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 
3132 Channel Drive #300 
Juneau, AK  99801 
 
To Whom it May Concern:  
 
The Alaska Trucking Association (ATA) has served the Alaska trucking industry for over 60 
years, and we know that trucking is the lifeblood of Alaska’s everyday economy. Whether you 
are talking about keeping food in grocery stores during the winter or moving seafood inland to 
customers, commercial highway trucks are a vital link in Alaskan commerce. And commercial 
trucking depends on safe, unrestricted, and open roads to do our job.  
 
For these reasons and on behalf of the 200 member company ATA, I support the Alaska 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities’ grant application to the Federal Highway 
Administration for the Eastern Alaska Rural Deficit Bridge Upgrades Project. Funds for this 
project will be used to replace the Rock Creek and Gulkana Bridges and rehabilitate the 
Chokosna River Bridge, all three of which are in poor condition. The Chokosna River Bridge is 
also load-posted. 
 
As you are aware, Alaska has many communities with only one access road, and detours are 
expensive, driving up costs for basic commodities. The Chokosna River Bridge is totally non-
redundant, and detour lengths for Rock Creek and Gulkana are about 500 miles. Given how 
isolated these communities are, it is especially critical to plan improvements rather than wait for 
emergencies. 
 
I appreciate the Department addressing the issue of load-posted bridges and looking ahead to 
avoid possible closures. I encourage the FHWA to approve your grant application and fund the 
Eastern Alaska Rural Deficit Bridge Upgrades Project. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Aves Thompson 
Executive Director 
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