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Gravina Access Project

Lam in favor for access to Gravina Is. T think that the No-Action alternative only delays
the inevitable expansion that we all know will take place eventuall , and with roads,
homes, mills, etc. in place alread , 118 just & matter of time until Gravina develops
naturally. Pmnotfora terribly expensive bridge project, but perhaps a shuttle ferry

System, which has worked very well in the Island country of WA for years, and can be

paid for by the users. % : / M# )
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> Alaska Department of Transportation and Public
Facilities and the Federal Highway Administration
are seeking public comments about the scope of the
Gravina Access Project Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement,
particularly with regard to the purpose and need, the range of alternatives to be
evaluated and any concerns about historic and/or cultural resources. Read more
about the project on the back of this form and online www.gravina-access.com.
Remember, to be included in the official scoping report, comments on the scope of the
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The Alternative to the Gravina Bridge Project
By Patrick Jirschele and John Stewart

Objective

To provide access to Pennock and Gravina Islands similar to the access the
bridge would have provided and, by doing so, provide access to land for
building and expansion. We believe that properly developed Borough
property marketed to the right demographic will increase home building,
provide real year round jobs and reverse the population downturn.

The Rant

The Gravina Bridge was supposed to enhance access to the airport and make
it possible to develop property. National ridicule of the project has forced
Congress to remove earmarked bridge monies. Now Governor Palin has
decided there will be no bridge. We need to be realistic and capture part of
the money meant for the bridge to build alternatives to do what the bridge
was supposed to do. The attitude of “a bridge or nothing” will leave the
community with nothing.

Property on Pennock and Gravina is difficult to develop because of the cost
of getting building materials to a beach site. Loading a boat and unloading is
usually by hand. Heavy machinery must be moved by barge. The DNR will
no longer allow building a dock out of treated wood. Steel piling and metal
piers has raised the cost of dock construction to $75,000 and more. The
estimate for a power pole is $10,000 because it must be set with a helicopter.
This is cost prohibitive for most property owners.

Itis not economically viable to develop waterfront property let alone upland
properties.

The Solution




1) Add two more ferry terminals to the planned two for the already existing
MYV Lituya, and then we can access four islands instead of two. By utilizing
the ferry to access Saxman, Gravina, Metlakatla, and Pennock; we can
realize more runs at lower cost over time as the route grows and usage
increases.

2) Construct approximately six and one half miles of road on Pennock,
approximately seven and three-quarters miles on Gravina, and improve the
existing Borough and ADOT constructed roads around the airport. This will
access lands for development and recreation.

The Gravina road should be developed to a two lane 35mph Forest Highway
Standard. It will connect Black Sand Cove parking lot with the Gravina
Point Ferry Terminal, make its way to the newly constructed road at the
south end of the airport and continue to Rock Point/Rosa Reef. This will
provide a continuous access corridor from near Vallenar to Gravina Point.

The Pennock road should be developed to a two lane 35mph Forest Highway
Standard. It will follow upland of privately owned property (with a few
exceptions) from the Pennock Island Ferry Terminal up the east channel to
the Snows Cove area. Then it will head down the west channel till it hits the
Sandy Beach Recreation Site at the south end.

3) Build four new small boat harbors. They should be located at each end of
the road systems on Pennock and Gravina.

4) Build out the electrical system along the new road system so power
extensions can be economically constructed as building sites are developed.

Note: Parts of the above were published as a viewpoint on www.sitnews.us on December
04, 2005.

The Narrative for the Charts

Exhibit A, B (1) The ferry MV Lituya will have an already planned
terminal in Saxman and Waldon Point. This line indicates the enhanced ferry
route with stops at Pennock Island and Gravina Island.




Exhibit A (2) The Waldon Point Ferry Terminal is set to be constructed
when the Waldon Point Road is completed.

Exhibit A (3) At the Gravina Island Ferry site private property would have
to be purchased for parking, etc. The estimated cost of construction is $5
million based on the Saxman ferry terminal estimates.

Exhibit A, B (4) The Saxman Ferry terminal is being negotiated with the
City of Saxman.

Exhibit A, B (5) Baldheaded Cove Ferry Terminal and small boat harbor is
ideally located. The 40 boat slips could be expanded in the future. Private
property would have to be purchased for parking, etc. Ferry terminal, $5
million based on the estimated Saxman terminal cost. 40 each 36 foot slips

@ $1000 per foot = $1.44 million based on 2003 Gravina Island Plan
estimates for harbors.

Exhibit A, B (6) The Pennock Island Road will run inland of the private
property existing on the island in a circular fashion. 6.5 miles of road @ 1.5
mil/mile = $9.75 million based on the median cost of road in the 2003
Gravina Island Plan.

Exhibit B (7) Snows Cove Small Boat Harbor, 40 each 36 foot slips @
$1000 per foot = $1.44 million based on 2003 Gravina Island Plan estimates
for harbors.

Exhibit A (8) Blank Inlet road is part of the 2003 Gravina Island Plan, and
cost of 2 miles for $2.5 million is based on similar terrain in the plan.

Exhibit A (9) Segment C from the 2003 Gravina Island Plan, Clam Cove
and Blank Inlet Area. 2.25 miles of road at a cost of $3.375 million.

Exhibit A (10) Clam Cove small boat Harbor, 40 each 36 foot slips @
$1000 per foot = $1.44 million comes from the 2003 Gravina Island Plan.
The picture comes from the plan.

Exhibit A (11) ADOT road under construction now,

Exhibit A (12) Future ADNR road for Bostwick Timber Sale.




Exhibit A (13) On the City side existing airport ferry terminal, a building
should be constructed to the right of the existing ramp encompassing the
existing shelter and generator building. It should extend over the parking lot
far enough to cover the Borough bus plus four or five passenger cars and
cabs. The existing covered walkway on the ramp should be extended to the
building. This should be constructed in such a way that a passenger can get
out of a car or bus, enter the building and get to and go down the ramp
without getting wet in the worst weather. The building should be heated,
have restrooms, and baggage check-in and ferry ticketing would be
available. On the airport side, a cover of adequate clearance should be
constructed from the covered walkway to the airport building. This would
provide a dry walkway for pedestrians and a dry drop-off for passengers.
Best guess cost, $1 million.

Exhibit A (14) Borough road needs to be upgraded to 35 mph Forest
Highway Standard at a cost of $2.4 million based on best guess.

Exhibit A (15) Segments B&C from the 2004 Gravina Island Plan, North
QGravina Area. 3.5 miles of road at a cost of $4.375 million.

Exhibit A (16) Rosa Reef Small Boat Harbor, 40 each 36 foot slips @
$1000 per foot = $1.44 million comes from the 2004 Gravina Island Plan,
Clam Cove and Blank Inlet Area. The picture comes from the plan.

Electrical power @ $7,500 per 300 feet = $2.775 million
1.5 million for property and right-of-way acquisition

Add 20% for inflation since these are 2003-04 numbers and the total cost of
this narrative is less than $55 million.

The Conclusion

The private development of newly accessed lands on Pennock and Gravina
Islands will provide an additional tax base for the needs of local government.
With proper marketing of island homes and industrial property, construction
and the influx of population will help provide a healthy economy for the
area,




All the work in this proposal can be done with local craftsmen. Surveyors,
pilebucks, machinery operators, linemen, carpenters, the list of jobs goes on.
There is no need to import the expertise required to construct a 200 foot high
bridge.

It is the mix of transportation options that will make this plan work. The
existing airport ferry to Gravina plus the underutilized MV Lituya’s stops at
Pennock and Gravina Point will provide access for construction equipment
and materials. People from Metlakatla will be able to shorten their trips to
the airport by going directly to Gravina. The marinas will provide docking
facilities for private transportation and the expansion of water taxi services.

The $400 million Gravina bridge project would provide employment for a
specialized field of construction not available in Alaska and is now occupied
with rebuilding the Gulf coast region. This $55 million alternative can be
accomplished by companies located here in southeast and they can begin as
soon as funds are made available.

This is more than airport access, and more than roads. Done properly, this
can be the economic engine that drives the Ketchikan economy from
seasonal to year-round prosperity. Roaded access will convert “Nowhere
Alaska” to a somewhere populated with families and industry.

Patrick Jirschele

Bx 23492

Ketchikan, Alaska 99901

907-247-8588

A year-round Pennock Island property owner and resident.

John Stewart
A past Pennock Island and Gravina Island resident.
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We want to hear from you! - cravma

Access
Project

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public
Facilities and the Federal Highway Administration
are seeking public comments about the scope of the
Gravina Access Project Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement,
particularly with regard to the purpose and need, the range of alternatives to be
evaluated and any concerns about historic and/or cultural resources. Read more
about the project on the back of this form and online www.gravina-access.com.
Remember, to be included in the official scoping report, comments on the scope of the
SEIS must be received by Tuesday, Aug. 19, 2008.
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Project Numbers: FHWA-AK-EI5-03-01-F/DOT&PF Project 67698 /Federal Project ACHP-0922(5}




We want to hear from you!

e Alaska Department of Transportation and Public
Facilities and the Federal Highway Administration

are seeking public comments about the scope of the
Gravina Access Project Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement,
particularly with regard to the purpose and need, the range of alternatives to be
evaluated and any concerns about historic and /or cultural resources. Read more
about the project on the back of this form and online www.gravina-gaccess.com.
Remember, to be included in the official scoping report, comments on the scope of the
SEIS must be received by Tuesday, Aug. 19, 2008.
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We want to hear from you! . cravina "

ACCESS
Project

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public
Facilities and the Federal Highway Administration
are seeking public comments about the scope of the
Gravina Access Project Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement,
particularly with regard to the purpose and need, the range of alternatives to be
evaluated and any concerns about historic and/or cultural resources. Read more
about the project on the back of this form and online www.gravina-access.com.
Remember, to be included in the official scoping report, comments on the scope of the
SEIS must be received by Tuesday, Aug. 19, 2008.
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Project

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public
Facilities and the Federal Highway Administration
are seeking public comments about the scope of the
Gravina Access Project Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement,
particularly with regard to the purpose and need, the range of alternatives to be
evaluated and any concerns about historic and /or cultural resources. Read more

cbout the project on the back of this form and online www.gravina-access.com.
Remember, to be included in the official scoping report, comments on the scope of the
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e Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Project

Facilities and the Federal Highway Administration
are seeking public comments about the scope of the
Gravina Access Project Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement,
particularly with regard to the purpose and need, the range of alternatives to be
evaluated and any concerns about historic and /or cultural resources. Read more
about the project on the back of this form and online www.gravina-access.com.
Remember, to be included in the official scoping report, comments on the scope of the
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The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public
Facilities and the Federal Highway Administration
are seeking public comments about the scope of the
Gravina Access Project Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement,
particularly with regard to the purpose and need, the range of alternatives to be
evaluated and any concerns about historic and/or cultural resources. Read more

about the project on the back of this form and online www.gravina-access.com.
Remember, fo be included in the official scoping report, comments on the scope of the
SEIS must be received by Tuesday, Aug. 19, 2008.
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July 9, 2008

Governor Palin
P.O. Box 11001
Juneau, AK 99811-0001

Dear Governor Palin.

Would you please take another long serious look at our request for a hard link or “bridge”
to Gravina Island. I'm sure that you realize this would be more than a bridge “To
Nowhere” (a lightly populated Island), but a bridge that would give us long term 24 hour
access to our AIRPORT. This airport could be called the economic engine for all of
Southern Southeast Alaska.

Our AIRPORT is one of the busiest in the State and serves and offers the following:

e Access to over 20 Communities in Southeast Alaska (many are miles from any
road access) The Alaska Aviation System Plan classifies our Airportasa
Regional Center Airport.

¢ Served over 250,000 passengers in 2007.

» Access to our Canadian neighbors; Prince Rupert, Smithers and Stewart, BC

» Connections to numerous fishing resorts.

e Service to many logging, mining and road building camps.

o Jet service with Alaska Airlines having three to five non stop flights to Seattle a
day (depending on the season) and three to five flights North a day.

¢ Home of 6 plus scheduled Air Carriers.

¢ Has two float plane docks including the largest float plane dock in Southeast
Alaska and can accommodate up to 12 twin Otter aircraft at a time.

+ One Air ambulance company is based there.

s Several Fed Ex and UPS flights a week.

s Several air freighter flights. In 2004 fishermen loaded an estimated 96.7 million
pounds of fish and shellfish in Ketchikan making us the 14" busiest port in the
Nation that year. (I don’t have figures for any other year).

o Access for Coast Guard aircraft Search and Rescue flights.

o Offers Military air craft access to the only Navy facility on the West Coast that
tests the noise level of submarines located on the outskirts of Ketchikan on Back
Istand.

¢ Provides service for tons of mail and freight for all the many towns in lower

Southeast Alaska.
3434 Tongass = Ketchikan, Alaska 99901 » (907) 225-5166
Business Office: P.O. Box 6814 » (907) 225-6720 « Fax: (907) 225-6900
Web Site: www . landinghotel.com « E-mail: bwlanding@kpunet.net

Owners: Kay Sims and Terry Wanzer
Each Best Western Hotel is sndependently owned and operated.
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o Has three huge airplane hangers which provide maintenance to aircraft from all
around this arca

FAA and TSA offices

Three car rental offices

A cockfail lounge and snack bar

A new gift shop

Alrcraft fuel and maintenance facilities

Presently there is a great deal of road and runway construction going on at the
Airport

This list is just itemizing what the airport itself provides. If you want to list what the
Island of Gravina could provide with a direct 24 hours access to Ketchikan the list would
go on and on. Most important would be the promotion of environmentally sound,
planned, long-term economic development of Gravina Island.

If you really look at this list I am sure you can see that we need more than just a small
ferry running across the channel every half-hour from 6am to 9pm. This is a ferry that
handled 406,664 passengers and 107,609 vehicles in 2007. Were all these folks going
NOWHERE? We need a permanent hard link connection for us to grow and prosper.

Though our Community is not large we are the “big” city for the 20 some smaller
communities in Southern Southeast Alaska. We have the major medical facility for the
thousands of people in our area. Our hospital is ranked one of the best in the State. We
have a large KIC Clinic which provides many of the medical services for a large number
of Native American residents in this part of Southeast Alaska.

We are also the education center for many of these smaller communities with the
Southeast Campus of the University of Alaska.

Ketchikan has a large Coast Guard Base, a major shipbuilding facility, and is the home of
the Alaska Marine Highway System. This list could go on and on but the point I am
making is that all of this requires the services of our Airport.

Governor, as an Alaskan, I’m sure you are familiar with the weather we get in Ketchikan,
on a year-round basis. We have 13 % feet of rain a year. Yes, that is feet. Most times it
comes with a wind that can blow you over.

For several months these past two years we had no air porter (van) service, to and from
the Airport. It was horrible for passengers arriving at the Airport not knowing until their
arrival that there was no service to and from the small commuter Feiry.

It is about ¥ mile to get to the ferry and they had to pack their luggage the entire way in
the rain or snow and the howling wind. This included single women with young
children, elderly folks, and people in wheelchairs. Luckily we are the type of
Community where everyone tries to help as much as possible.




It isn’t possible to call a taxi or wait for a hotels courtesy van when you are at an airport
that is only serviced by a ferry operation. It is impossible for taxis or hotel vans to go
across to the airport and to be out of service to other guests or taxi passengers for the hour
and a half, (or longer), it takes to get back and forth to our Airport. The present Air
Porter service operator is struggling to keep going and she makes no secret of the fact that
using a ferry makes operating this service successfully, almost impossible.

This Airport, moreover, is how many of the million plus Cruise Line passengers we get
each year, as well as thousands of crew members, gain access to their cruise ships.

I think that more Cruise Companies would originate their trips in Ketchikan if we had
direct Airport Access so they could take advantage of their big buses to pick up and drop
off guests with flight connections.

1 know this letter has become far too long but I feel it is crucial for you to understand
how important our AIRPORT is to the entire Southern Southeast part of Alaska and for
you to see and recognize that it is truly an Economic Engine for us.

To grow and prosper we desperately need a permanent connection to our AIRPORT on
Gravina Island. THIS WOULD NOT BE A “BRIDGE TO NOWHERE?”.

Thank you in advance for your consideration and please know we appreciate your
willingness to serve as our Governor.

(Sin% :; féé;;zd"
Kay D. Sims, Owner

THE BEST WESTERN LANDING

cc: Congressman Don Young
Senator Ted Stevens
Senator Lisa Murkowski
State Senator Bert Stedman
State Representative Kyle Johansen
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Greater Ketchikan Chamber of Commerce
P.0O. Box 5957, Ketchikan, Alaska 99901

Phone (907) 225-3184

Fax (907) 225-3187

E-mail: info@ketchikanchamber.com
www.ketchikanchamber.com

Mr. Reuben Yost
DOT&PF

PO Box 2506

Juneau, AK 99811-2506

Reference: Gravina Access Project - SEIS Scoping

Dear Mr. Yost:

The Ketchikan Chamber of Commerce offers the following preliminary scoping issues and concerns
about the Gravina Access Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement.

The Ketchikan Chambers expresses great disappointment with Alaska Department of Transportation that
construction of the bridge from Revilla Island to Gravina Island has continually been delayed.

The construction of the Ketchikan Airport on Gravina Island was completed in 1973. In that year, DOT
completed an analysis report for the promised Gravina Bridge. In 1981, initial hard link plans and
studies were completed. In 2004 a Record of Decision was approved selecting a bridge location. This
bridge location was also identified in the 1973 document.

We believe that all the studies and environmental documents have consistently shown that the
construction of a bridge was the best long range alternative for access to Gravina Island. That is access
to a state owned airport, access to over 20,000 acres of state, mental health, borough, and private lands
that can be available for homes, commercial and industrial, timber sales, increased transportation uses
and many other uses that will provide for local economic development, This bridge project has been
supported by our local governments and a vote of the citizens.

Where are we today, back to completing another environmental document?

It is the position this Chamber of Commerce that enough dollars have been spent studying and
approving this project. Every dollar of the designated bridge funds used for more studies is a dollar not
available for construction. The amount of funds ADOT has spent studying this access project in the last
35 years would likely have constructed the bridge in the 1970°s.

The chamber is concerned about the schedule for this new SEIS. Over 6 months ago, this community
was told by DOT of the need for a SEIS and that it would take about 6 months to complete. Now, your
schedule indicates a new record of decision of April 1, 2010. This is not acceptable!

It is this Chamber’s position that a bridge is the only acceptable long range access to Gravina Island.
The Chamber is on record supporting Alterative F3.

Petotr?




It is also our position that a “improved ferry service” is not acceptable, Even if it was 24/7 and free.

The Chamber believes the community destination and access improvement preference survey completed
in April 2008 was biased and misleading. And another waste of the bridge funds.

We are concerned about the use of the designated bridge funding and desire to see a full accounting for
the funds.

The State currently has an estimated 4.8 billion dollar surplus. A significant portion of these funds
should be used for infrastructure projects that support economic development.

The Chamber will be submitting further scoping comments by August 19, 2008.

Sincerely,

Rob Skinner
President

Ce:

(overnor Sarah Palin
Commissioner Leo Von Scheben
Senator Bert Stedman
Representative Kyle Johansen
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The Alaska Department of Transporiation and Public Poject

Facilities and the Federal Highway Administration
are seeking public comments about the scope of the
Gravina Access Project Supplementdl Environmental Impact Statement,
particularly with regard to the purpose and need, the range of alternatives to be
evaluated and any concerns about historic and/or cultural resources, Read more
about the project on the back of this form and online www.gravina-tceess.com.

Remember, to be included in the official scoping report, comments on the scope of the
SEIS must be received by Tuesday, Aug. 192, 2008.
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The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public
Fucilities and the Federal Highway Administration
are seeking public comments about the scope of the
Gravina Access Project Supplemental Environmenial Impoact Siatement,
particularly with regard to the purpose and need, the range of alternatives to be
evaiuated and any cancerns abaut historic and for cultural resources. Read more
ubout the project on the back of this form and online www.graving-tugcess.com.
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The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Project

Facilities and the Federal Highway Administration
are seeking public comments about the scope of the
Gravina Access Project Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement,
particularly with regard to the purpose and need, the range of alternatives fo be
evaluated and any concerns about historic and/or cultural resources. Read more
about the project on the back of this form and online www.gravina-access.com.
Remember, to be included in the official scoping report, comments on the scope of the
~ SEIS must be received by Tuesday, Aug. 19, 2008.
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The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public
Facilities and the Federal Highway Administration
are seeking public comments about the scope of the
Gravina Access Project Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement,
particularly with regard to the purpose and need, the range of alternatives to be
evaluated and any concerns about historic and/or cultural resources. Read more
about the project on the back of this form and online www.gravina-access.com.
Remember, to be included in the official scoping report, comments on the scope of the
SEIS must be received by Tuesday, Aug. 19, 2008.
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Michael C Spence
PO Box 7981
3736 Justice CT
Ketchikan
AK 99801
007-225-5508

Mr Reuben Yost

Gravina Access Coordinator
DOT, Public Facilities

PO Box 506

Juneau,

Alaska 99811-2506

June 27, 2008
RE: Gravina Access Poorties, Public Spending for Roads
Dear Mr. Yost,

Briefly, my background in commenting on this issue is as a taxpayer and property owner in the
Ketchikan City and Borough since 1981, a resident since 1976. I participated in committes meetings as
a representative of marine pilots in the early 1980s when Gravina Aceess public meetings were held,
and have given written festimony recently on this topic again. While I am a marine pilot and therefore
have professional concerns about the safety and cominercial restrictions imposed a bridge over the
Tongass Narrows, my principal concerns addressed here are those of a frequent user of the aimort and
the road system in Ketchikan.

In my informed opinion, as long as the road system and infrastructure of Ketchikan on the
Revillagigedo side of the Narrows is poorly maintained, with vast areas either unpaved or pothole-
ridden, it is a travesty to spend any more public money on roads on Gravina Island. For example,
Tongass Avenue near the main post office, Tongass Highway from Revilla Road to Refuge Cove are a
mess. Revilla Road is unpaved over much of the area above Ward Lake recreation area, as is South
Tongass Highway from mile 8 to the end of the road at Beaver Falls. Both of the latter roads are
frequently used by Jocal residents and visitors, There is inadequate pedestrian access throughout the
road system in Kelchikan, and critically inadequate in the downtown area where thousands of tourists
and residents alike are on the streets during the Summer,

The present road work on the Revillagigedo Island side of the Narrows is being done on a piecemeal
basis with a tiny paving machine that can scarcely accomplish the work in a reasonable time,
Thousands of residents who pay taxes for road maintenance are deprived of safe use of the road system
in large part because of the funding of roads on Gravina Island. The “Gravina Highway” as it is
presently described, has become u public example of misapproprialion of public finding, and is
regarded nationally as the “Road to Nowhere”, & successor to the “Bridge to Nowhere”. This
perception did not happen as result of uninformed opinions of a few outsiders. The “Bridge to
Nowhere” is & perception that would be reached by any rational informed body upon carefill study of
the public need and cost eflfectiveness of the bridge project.

The only time residents of Ketchikan have been given a chance to vote on the worthiness of the bridge




project was several years ago, when the ballot expressly dictated that it was an earmarked project and
the funds could not be used for any other purpose than a bridge. In other words, the bridge was
imposed on the residents of Ketchikan as a top-down directive, not as a chosen priority of the taxpaying
residents.

Thanks to the rational intervention of the U.S. Congress after informed debate, the earmark provision
for the bridge was removed, and the money simply given to the State of Alaska to use for road projects,
The people of Ketchikan were not subsequently balloted for their input on the use of public road funds
on their district. Instead, the Ketchikkan Borough Assembly took it upon themselves ta fund 20-o0dd
million dollacs of public funds to Pacific Logging on Gravina Island for a road to its mill, and Governor
Murkowski gave another 25 million to Kiewit Pacific Construction to build another spur from the
airport South. The public has raised significant concerns in published forums since these funding
events took place, addressing apparent conflict of interest of Mr Murkowski, a landowner on Gravina
Island, and Kiewit Pacific and Pacific Logging companies, both of the latter being disclosed as large
financial supporters of the incumbent political party .

From the above events, if is apparent that public funds which could have been used to repair and pave
roads for the people of Ketchikan have instead been diverted without a thorough public process, to fund
industrial subsidies for the Pacific Logging and Kiewit Pacific Construction companies.

The needs of the public should come first in the use of DOT funds in Ketchikan. The public will be
best served if an improved ferry service is maintained to Gravina Island. Any remaining work on the
“Gravina Highway” should be stopped and the equipment and funding used instead to fix Ketchikans
existing road system.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important issue.

Sincerely
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The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Project

Facilities and the Federal Highway Administration
are seeking public comments about the scope of the
Gravina Access Project Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement,
particularly with regard to the purpose and need, the range of alternatives to be
evaluated and any concerns about historic and /or cultural resources. Read more
about the project on the back of this form and online www.gravina-access.com.
Remember, to be included in the official scoping report, comments on the scope of the
SEIS must be received by Tuesday, Aug. 19, 2008,
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Astrid D Peura
POBox 23071
Ketchikan, AK 99901

: : 1, 2008
Gravina Island Access Project M y
DOT & PE POBox 2506

Juneau, AK 99811-2506

COMMENTS ABOUT GRAVINA ISLAND ACCESS

My preferance is the No-Action Alternative, to continue use of the present ferry
system which has served us well.

If improvements must be made I would suggest:

1. Asmall building on Ketchikan’s side for people to wait for a pick-up.
2. A better way for walk-ons to get their baggage to and from the terminal.

Since the airport ferry leaves from near the major population center of
Ketchikan, and is right on the bus route, it just seems a lot more practical than the
preferred alternative, which would require a much longer ride; whether you take a

cab, the bus, or rely on friends, as many of us do. A bridge seems to me to be a lot
less convenient than keeping the ferry system, as it is.

Sincerely, W »CQ /?%g/g{__

Astrid D. Peura
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The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public
Facilities and the Federal Highway Administration
are seeking public comments about the scope of the
Gravina Access Project Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement,
particularly with regard to the purpose and need, the range of alternatives to be
evaluated and any concerns about historic and/or cultural resources. Read more

about the project on the back of this form and online www.gravina-access.com.

Remember, to be included in the official scoping report, comments on the scope of the
SEIS must be received by Tuesday, Aug. 19, 2008.
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Holman, Deborah L (DOT)

From: Yost, Reuben M (DOT)

Sent:  Monday, June 30, 2008 8:21 AM

To: Halman, Deborah L (DOT); Lowell, James A (DOT)
Subject: FW: Gravina Access

For scoping record.

From: Eric Youngstrom [mallto:eyoungstrom@hotmail.com)
Sent: Saturday, June 28, 2008 11:23 AM

To: Yost, Reuben M {(DOT)

Subject: Gravina Access

Sir,
We do NOT need a bridge te Gravina. The cost exceeds any conceivable advantage. People are NOT lined up In large numbers
waiting to build widget factories, housing tracts or strip malls on Gravina. A bridge would ba an incredible evesore in this "frontier”

town. The ferry provides quaint but very adequate service to the airport. I have never missed a plane because T couldn't get an a

ferry. Any econamic stimulous from the construction would end up in the pockets of imported laborers and suppliers from out of
state.

Please don't even consider bullding a bridge here

Eric Youngsttom 515 Front St. (PO Box 8574) Ketchikan, Ak, 99901

6/30/2008
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Holman, Deborah L (DOT)

/" am: Yost, Reuben M (DOT)
Sent:  Wednesday, July 23, 2008 2:11 PM
To: Holman, Deborah L (DOT)
Subject: FW: Comments on Gravina Access Project

Deb, This came to me direct. Please put in record file and make sure HDR gets a copy

From: wandagriff@gci.net [mailto:wandagriff@gci.net] On Behalf Of Wanda Vandergriff
Sent: Wednesday, July 23, 2008 9:02 AM

To: Yost, Reuben M (DOT)

Subject: Comments on Gravina Access Project

Dear Mr. Yost:
I could not attend the meetings yesterday in Ketchikan and would like to offer my comments in writing.

My family has lived in Ketchikan over 30 years and we feel that the ferry to the airport is unique to Ketchikan. We are not in favor of
a bridge to Gravina island.

During the summer, the Borough adds a second ferry during the peak summer months, May to September, Monday through

Friday. | would like to propose that the State help fund the ferry service to the airport that would allow two ferries to operate year
around seven days a week. With two ferries there is a ferry every 15 minutes to and from the airport. This eliminates the 30-minute
wait if you miss the ferry.

( .
As._<her point | would like to bring up. | have not heard of any mention regarding a toll on the bridge. | assume there would be a toll
to pay for the bridge. Maybe | am wrong. My question is how much toll and for how long? If | am correct and there is a toll, maybe
residents would not be in favor of a bridge.

I personally feel that the bridge will be a financial benefit to the realtors in town and a few congressional people as | saw a map that
showed who owned the beach lots on Gravina Island.

Thank you,

Wanda Vandergriff

EERRKIREEXRAXTIAKRERARKEZ T RR A FFARFAR AT kA kTR hhrdhik

Wanda Vandergriff - Ketchikan Reservation Service
412 D1 Loop Rd N

Ketchikan, AK 99901-9202

Reservation Line: (800} 987-5337

Business Line/Fax: {807) 247-5337

Web Page: http:/fwww ketchikan-lodging.com

KhkkkhFhhkdhhhhhhddhkhhk kR kX EhAFR XXX IR LR RARRhAF Rk Ak hhhikddd

Check availability and Book online!

7/23/2008
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Holman, Deborah L {DOT)

From: Yost, Reuben M (DOT)

Sent:  Friday, June 27, 2008 11:38 AM
Te:! Holmzan, Deborah L {DOT)
Subject; FW; Gravina Access

From: michael spence [mailto: michaelcspence@hotmail.com]
Sent: Friday, June 27, 2008 11:12 AM

To: Yost, Reuben M (DOT}

Subjeck: Gravina Access

Mr Reuben Yost

Gravina Access Coordinator
DOCT, Public Facilities

PO Box 506

Juneay,

Alaska 99811-2506

(By email and hard copy)
June 27, 2008
RE: Gravina Access Priorities, Public Spending for Roads

Dear Mr. Yost,

Briefly, my hackground In

commenting on this issue Is as a taxpayer and property owner in the
Ketchikan City and Barough since 1981, a resident since 1976. I
participated in comimittee meetings as a representative of marine
pilats in the early 1980s when Gravina Access public meetings were
held, and have given wrilten testimony recently on this toplc again.
While T am a marine pilot and therefore have professional concerns
about the safety and commercial restrictions imposed a bridge aver
the Tongass Narrows, my principal concerns addressed here are those
of & frequent user of the airpart and the road system in Ketchikan.

In my Informed opinion, as iong as the road system and infrastructure of Ketchikan on theRevillagigedo side of the Narrows Is
poorly maintained, with vast areas either unpaved or pothole-ridden, it is a travesty to spend any
more public money on roads on Gravina Island, For example, Tongass

Avenue near the main post office, Tongass Highway from Revifla Road

to Refuge Cove are a mess. Revilla Road is unpaved over much of the

area above Ward Lake recreation area, as is South Tongass Highway

from mile 8 to the end of the road at Beaver Falls, Both of the

latter roads are frequently used by local residents and visitors,

There is Inadequate pedestrian access throughout the road system in

Ketchikan, and critically inadequate in the downtown arez where

thousands of tourists and residents altke are on the streets during

the Summer.

The preserit road work on the Revillagigedo Island side of the Narrows is being dune on a piecemeal
6/27/2008




basis with a tiny paving machine that can scarcely accomptish the
wark in a reasonable me. Thousands of residents who pay taxes for
road maintenance are deprived of safe use of the road system, in
large part because of the funding of roads an Gravina Island. The
*Gravina Highway” as it is presently described, has become &

public example of misappropriation of public funding, and is
regarded nationally as the “*Road to Nowhere”, a successor to the
“Bridge to Nowhere”. This perception did not happen as result of
uninformed opinions of a few outsiders. The “Bridge to Nowhere”

is a perception that would be reached by any ratlonal informed body
upon careful study of the public need and cost effectiveness of the
bridge project.

The only time residents of

Ketchikan have been given 2 chance to vote on the worthiness of the
bridge project was several years ago, when the ballot expressly
dictated that it was an earmarked project and the funds could not be
used far any other purpose than a bridge. In other words, the bridge
was imposed on the residents of Ketchikan as a top-down directive,
not as a chosen priority of the taxpaying residents.

Thanks 1o the rational

intervention of the U.S. Congress after informed debate, the earmark
provision for the dridge was removed, and the monay simply given to
the State of Alaska to use for road projects. The people of

Ketchikan were not subsequently balloted for their input on the use
of public road funds on their district. Instead, the Ketchikan

Borough Assembly took it upon themselves to fund 20-odd million
dollars of public funds to Pacific Logging on Gravina Island for a

road to its mill, and Governor Murkawski gave anothar 25 mllilon to
Kiewit Pacific Canstruction to build another spur from the airport
Seuth. The public has raised significant concerns in published

forums since these funding events toak place, addressing apparent
conflict of interest of Mr Murkowskl, a landowner on Gravina Island,
and Kiewit Pacific and Pacific Lagging companies, both of the latter
being disclosed as large financial supporters of the Incumbent
political party .

From the above events, It is

apparent that public money which could have been used to repair and
pave roads for the people of Ketchikan have Iastead been diverted
without a thorough public process, to fund industriat subsidies for

the Pacific Logging and Kiewit Pacific Construction companies.

The needs of the public

should come first in the use of DOT funds in Ketchikan. The public
will be best served if an Improved ferry service is maintainad to
Gravina Isiand. Any remaining work on the “Gravina Highway”

should be stopped and the equipment and funding used Instead to fix
Ketchikans exlsting road system.

Thank vou for the
opportunity to comment on this important issue.

Sincerely,

62712008
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