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 » A plan for Alaska’s railroads
 – Rail plans set the state’s Vision for rail’s role in freight and 

passenger (including commuter) transportation
 – Rail plans develop state policy

 » A federal requirement  
 – Rail plans are required by the Passenger Rail Investment 

and Improvement Act (PRIIA) of 2008
 – The ASRP must be formally approved by the Federal 

Railroad Administration, US Department of Transportation

 » An opportunity for support
 – Rail plans are the basis for federal and state rail 

investments
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 » Geography
– Relatively easy grades needed – 

2% or less in loaded direction 
– Large radius curves ideal
– Gentle grades and easy curves mean 

typically higher construction costs 
than needed for a road
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 » An inventory of the existing railroads
 » An assessment of safety, freight rail, passenger rail 

needs, and transportation economics
 » Potential investment opportunities
 » A long-range service and capital investment 

program
 » A Vision for the future of Rail in Alaska
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 » Economics

Roads and trucks are better for:
 – carrying a little bit of this and 

that
 – short distances 
 – relatively small volumes 
 – short-term development 

providing general public access 
to new corridor

Rail is an excellent choice for: 
 – large quantities 
 – over long distances 
 – over a long period of time 
 – limiting access to new corridor 

Alaska State Rail Plan

ALASKA AND THE YUKON
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Alaska State Rail Plan

“The pioneering ambition that built Alaska was both practical and visionary; 
using roads, waterways and rail to haul resources to market and connect 

communities to each other and the world.  Future rail development in Alaska 
will follow the same route: fostering growth, building prosperity, supporting 

communities, and providing effi  cient freight and passenger services 
coordinated with other transportation modes.”

What is YOUR Vision for the future of rail in Alaska?

Alaska State Rail Plan

Your thoughts here

Alaska State Rail Plan

What are transportation 
needs?

Where are new potential 
connections in Alaska?

Alaska State Rail Plan

For more information, to submit a comment, or to sign
up for electronic updates, visit our website at 

www.dot.alaska.gov/railplan

PLEASE NOTE: All future meetings will be held ON-LINE!
Sign up for e-mail announcements tonight or at 

www.dot.alaska.gov/railplan
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 » Passenger/commuter rail?
 » Freight rail?
 » Intermodal connectivity (freight, ports, trucking, etc.)?

Alaska State Rail Plan
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Planning Process Begins

Planning: Initial Tasks 

Public 
Open House

On-line 
Open House

Final Plan Complete

Development of 
Final Plan
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