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February 17, 2009 
 
 
Leo von Scheben, PE,LS,MBA 
Commissioner 
Department of Transportation & Public Facilities 
PO Box 112500 
Juneau, AK 99811-2500 
 
Dear Commissioner von Scheben: 
 
Thank you for meeting with members of the Alaska Minerals 
Commission on Wednesday of last week.  We enjoyed 
discussing the Western Alaska Transportation Study as it 
pertains to resources including minerals, energy and the people 
in western Alaska.   
 
As noted in our 2009 Report to the Governor and Alaska State 
Legislature, the Minerals Commission recommends that the 
Governor and Legislature continue their support for 
transportation infrastructure.  We were impressed with the 
mineral and energy report prepared by Chuck Hawley which 
builds on the interest in a transportation corridor to Nome that 
was recently renewed through the Western Alaska 
Transportation Study. 
 
The Minerals Commission is pleased that the State is 
considering and evaluating this infrastructure corridor proposal.  
The development of the vast mineral resources of the Northern 
Region have been hindered by remoteness and inaccessibility.  
A transportation corridor would facilitate the development of the 
resources that include, but are not limited to: 
 Arctic – a rich polymetallic mineral district 
 Lik – a very rich lead zinc deposit similar to Red  Dog 
 The rich tin, gold and tantalum deposits of the  Seward 

Peninsula 
 Boulder Creek uranium 
 Placer gold deposits along the south flank of the  Brooks 

Range, and other areas. 
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You mentioned interest in receiving communications supporting 
the study.   We volunteered to assist in some of the needed 
outreach.  Tim Towarak the 



 

 

Leo von Scheben February 17, 2009 
 
President of Bering Straits Native Corporation stated that a letter of support 
from BSNC is forthcoming.  I will be in touch with Steve Titus at the ADOT 
Fairbanks office as to scheduling a presentation to the village representatives 
of the BSNC region this spring, possibly in late March or April.  Norm Phillips 
of Doyon is on vacation and I will talk with him about the study in early March.  
Commission members will contact other Native Corporations and stakeholders 
in the region as well. 

 
I expect that it will take much communication and cooperation between many 
people in western Alaska to encourage this project which will benefit all 
Alaskans. 

 
 

 

 

       Yours truly, 

        
        

       Irene Anderson 
       Chairman 
 





From:                              Toghotthele Corporation [toghotthele@hotmail.com] 
Sent:                               Friday, November 05, 2010 8:59 AM 
To:                                   Lohrke, Alison 
Subject:                          RE: Public Involvement Efforts Underway for Western Alaska Access Planning 

Study 
  
Follow Up Flag:              Follow up 
Flag Status:                     Completed 
  
Alison, 
The city of Nenana is working on building the Tolchaket highway from Nenana to Kantishna, it is shovel ready 
and all the permits are done (500' ROW) for the 28 mile road.  If this gets completed, that may be a good 
starting point for your western access route.  Especially, if you factor in that most freight headed out there comes 
from Anchorage and you'd be adding lots of extra miles to go up through Manley, rather than turning west at 
Nenana.  The Nenana Gas Basin development that Doyon is doing would provide cheap energy from this region 
too, you may want to reconsider your first choice for routes. 
Thanks, 
Jim 
 
 
Jim Sackett, CEO/President 
Martha Ketzler, Office Mgr. 
Toghotthele Corporation 
PO Box 249 
Nenana, AK. 99760 
(907)-832-5832 phone 
(907)-832-5834 fax 
www.toghotthele.com 
  
This email message contains confidential information intended solely for the addressee.  If you have received this 
message in error, please do not read, copy, or disseminate it in any way and we would appreciate you notifying 
us of the error with a reply to this email and then ask that you would delete the message.  This email is for 
informational purposes only and does not constitute any agreement by the sender to conduct a transaction and is 
expressly disclaimed unless otherwise specifically indicated.   
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

From: alohrke@dowlhkm.com 
To: WAAPS@dowlhkm.com 
Date: Wed, 6 Oct 2010 11:50:40 -0600 
Subject: Public Involvement Efforts Underway for Western Alaska Access Planning Study  

Good morning, 
  
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities is conducting public meetings on a proposed road 
corridor connecting the Fairbanks area to the Seward Peninsula. The Study was completed in January 2010 and 
multiple corridors were discussed. The Study identified resources and communities that would benefit from a road 
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corridor. 
  
Public meetings are being scheduled in several communities from October 2010 – March 2011. The purpose of 
these meetings will be to gather community comments on the proposed Yukon River Corridor and other routes 
considered. Other meetings will be held with tribal and city governments, regional corporations, mine owners, 
and other groups.  
  
A project specific flyer is attached to this e-mail with additional information regarding the project.  
  
If you have questions, comments, or would like more information, please visit our project website, 
www.westernalaskaaccess.com, or send us an e-mail at WAAPS@dowlhkm.com. You may also contact the 
following persons by mail or phone: 
  
Alexa Greene                                                                                    Tom Middendorf 
DOT&PF – Northern Region Planning                                      DOWL HKM 
2301 Peger Road                                                                              4041 B Street 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709                                                                 Anchorage, AK 99503 
907-451-2388                                                                                     907-562-2000 
  
  
We look forward to meeting with you in the upcoming months and hearing your input on the proposed 
alternative. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Alison Q. Lohrke 
Public Involvement Planner 
 
 

 
  
** You are receiving this e-mail because you have been identified as an interested party or 
stakeholder for the Western Alaska Access Planning Study.  
                                                                    
If you would like to be removed from the mailing list, simply reply to this e-mail with 
“REMOVE.” 
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To:                                   Middendorf, Thomas 
Subject:                          RE: WAAPS comments 
  
  
  
From: Rich Thorne [mailto:rbthorne@hughes.net]  
Sent: Saturday, March 05, 2011 1:47 PM 
To: Greene, Alexa J (DOT); "mailto:meadow.bailey"@alaska.gov; igallion@dowlhkm.com >> "Gallion, Irene" 
Subject: WAAPS comments 
  
Dear Folks, 
        I am in favor of a road to Nome following the proposed route 2b - with reservations...  This route 
makes the most sense to go to Nome.  To access the Ambler mining district, you should build road 
through Bettles. 
        Reservations:  All of the sociological and environmental issues must be addressed with regulations 
in place prior to construction.  These include game regs to protect the rural residents' hunting and fishing 
areas and traditional hunting rights (the Dalton corridor restriction is a good place to start), studies on 
the effects of the proposed road on caribou and other wildlife need to be widely disseminated,  and we 
need some way to mitigate the spread of invasive weeds.  Our experience in 1992-4 trying to get an all-
weather road built to Bettles is instructive of the vehemence of the opposition to road building without 
protections for the traditional cultures of the rural Alaskans.  Villagers from places many miles from 
Bettles came to Juneau to counter our lobby efforts - instructing us on issues involved that we didn't 
think that important - how could a road to Bettles affect Stevens Village (and others)?  How can we 
protect the rural environment from the trash, human waste, and ORV damage that has occurred along the 
Dalton on this new road?  Can we afford the additional maintenance and police?  When the Dalton route 
was being considered, neither Stevens Village nor Rampart wanted a road - so the Yukon Crossing was 
run halfway between.  The urban Alaska cultures need to be educated (and convinced) of the need to 
respect rural Alaska, our residents and our cultures.  Something needs to be done to eliminate the horror 
of the urban road hunter stories from along the Glenn Highway in the late 1980s - Anchorage crashing 
the subsistence caribou hunt. 
        Should route 2b  prove impractical for other reasons, please reconsider route 1 through Bettles - 
land trades can be made to allow access across the Wildlife Refuges.  Route 1 could be modified to 
access Ambler and the Route 2b villages with spurs to Kobuk, Shungnak, Ambler, and another down to 
Koyuk and southeast to the Route 2b villages.  Many of the 2b villages have barge service - the 
upstream villages and mines don't have this option. 
        My feeling is that this road will not be built without the sociological and environmental issues 
being thoroughly addressed and mitigated before construction.  Promises will not be enough.  I don't 
think these issues are insurmountable, but it will be difficult. 
 
Rich Thorne, Mayor 
City of Bettles  
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