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May 30, 2021

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Fairbanks Fish And Wildlife Conservation Office
101 12th Avenue

Room 110
Fairbanks, AK 99701-6237

Phone: (907) 456-0203 Fax: (907) 456-0208

In Reply Refer To: 
Consultation Code: 07CAFB00-2021-SLI-0120 
Event Code: 07CAFB00-2021-E-00292  
Project Name: Saint Mary's Airport Improvements
 
Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project 

location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as 
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your 
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the 
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the 
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of 
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to 
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to 
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical 
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the 
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be 
completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and 
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested 
through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the 
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the 
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to 
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered 
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or 
designated critical habitat.
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A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having 
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the 
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2) 
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological 
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may 
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended 
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that 
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the 
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service 
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed 
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7 
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered 
Species Consultation Handbook" at:

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF

Please be aware that bald and golden eagles are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle 
Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), and projects affecting these species may require 
development of an eagle conservation plan                                                                              
(http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/eagle_guidance.html).  Additionally, wind energy projects 
should follow the wind energy guidelines (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/) for minimizing 
impacts to migratory birds and bats.

Guidance for minimizing impacts to migratory birds for projects including communications 
towers (e.g., cellular, digital television, radio, and emergency broadcast)  can be found at:     
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/towers.htm;                  
http://www.towerkill.com; and                                                                                                 http:// 
www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/comtow.html.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages 
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project 
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Tracking Number in 
the header of this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project 
that you submit to our office.

Attachment(s):

Official Species List
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Official Species List
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 
action".

This species list is provided by:

Fairbanks Fish And Wildlife Conservation Office
101 12th Avenue
Room 110
Fairbanks, AK 99701-6237
(907) 456-0203

This project's location is within the jurisdiction of multiple offices. Expect additional species list 
documents from the following office, and expect that the species and critical habitats in each 
document reflect only those that fall in the office's jurisdiction:

Anchorage Fish And Wildlife Conservation Office
4700 Blm Road
Anchorage, AK 99507
(907) 271-2888
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Project Summary
Consultation Code: 07CAFB00-2021-SLI-0120
Event Code: 07CAFB00-2021-E-00292
Project Name: Saint Mary's Airport Improvements
Project Type: TRANSPORTATION
Project Description: The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 

(DOT&PF) in cooperation with the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) is proposing to upgrade existing aviation facilities under the Saint 
Mary’s Airport Improvements project. The purpose of the proposed 
project is to upgrade existing aviation facilities to meet current FAA 
standards. 
The project is needed as the primary north/south runway (17/35) does not 
currently meet the FAA Standard of a 600-foot (ft) Runway Safety Area 
(RSA) length and its surface has degraded over time. The cross-wind 
runway (6/24) does not currently meet the FAA standard safety area width 
of 150 ft and its runway surface has degraded over time. All runway and 
taxiway lighting components and most Navigational Aids are more than 
24 years old and at the end of their useful life. Vegetation within the 
proposed RSA consists of shrubs and trees which would require clearing 
to support a new embankment. Drainage ditches around the airport 
facilities would need to be shifted based on the proposed changes in 
airport layout. 
 
A number of potential material sources are currently being investigated 
for use by this project. The following options will be included in the 
environmental review of the project: 
• Obtain material from existing, permitting material sites in Saint Mary’s 
• Obtain material from an existing commercial source in Nome and 
transport via barge to Saint Mary’s. This would require development of a 
temporary barge landing at the borealis fish camp to allow material to be 
transported up the Yukon River Access Road, approximately 1.3 miles to 
the airport. Use of this option may require widening of this existing 
road ). The temporary barge landing would consist of using fill to extend 
an existing pier in the Yukon River approximately 100 ft. 
• Develop a new material site, haul road, and barge landing in Marshall 
• Obtain material from two existing sources in Mountain Village and 
transport material over the existing Mountain Village-Saint Mary’s road 
approximately 15 miles between the two communities. This option may 
require minor improvements to the existing road

Project Location:
Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@61.96317035,-162.77985072760384,14z

https://www.google.com/maps/@61.96317035,-162.77985072760384,14z
https://www.google.com/maps/@61.96317035,-162.77985072760384,14z
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Counties: Kusilvak County, Alaska
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1.

Endangered Species Act Species
There is a total of 0 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 
list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA 
Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 
if you have questions.

NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 
Commerce.

Critical habitats
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 
JURISDICTION.

1

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
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ZDGKNFS�EFGHI�NGD�PGLKDQKDH�RSHDG�KCD�tFaGNKLGT�YFGH�BGDNKT�cQK�NSH�KCD�YNJH�NSH�uLJHDS�gNaJDnGLKDQKFLS�cQK_cST�PDGILS�LG�LGaNSFmNKFLS�MCL�PJNSI�LG�QLSHRQKI�NQKF[FKFDI�KCNK�̀NT�GDIRJK�FS�F̀PNQKI�KL�̀FaGNKLGTEFGHIb�DNaJDIb�NSH�KCDFG�CNEFKNKI�ICLRJH�OLJJLM�NPPGLPGFNKD�GDaRJNKFLSI�NSH�QLSIFHDG�F̀PJD̀ DSKFSaNPPGLPGFNKD�QLSIDG[NKFLS�̀DNIRGDIb�NI�HDIQGFEDH�EDJLM_v_�BCD�tFaGNKLGT�YFGHI�BGDNKT�cQK�LO�vwvx_y_�BCD�YNJH�NSH�uLJHDS�gNaJD�nGLKDQKFLS�cQK�LO�vwz{_cHHFKFLSNJ�FSOLG̀ NKFLS�QNS�ED�OLRSH�RIFSa�KCD�OLJJLMFSa�JFSlIiYFGHI�LO�ZLSIDG[NKFLS�ZLSQDGS�CKKPi||MMM_OMI_aL[|EFGHI|̀ NSNaD̀ DSK|̀ NSNaDHhIPDQFDI|�EFGHIhLOhQLSIDG[NKFLShQLSQDGS_PCPtDNIRGDI�OLG�N[LFHFSa�NSH�̀FSF̀FmFSa�F̀PNQKI�KL�EFGHICKKPi||MMM_OMI_aL[|EFGHI|̀ NSNaD̀ DSK|PGL̂DQKhNIIDIÌ DSKhKLLJIhNSHhaRFHNSQD|�QLSIDG[NKFLSh̀DNIRGDI_PCPsNKFLSMFHD�QLSIDG[NKFLS�̀DNIRGDI�OLG�EFGHICKKPi||MMM_OMI_aL[|̀ FaGNKLGTEFGHI|PHO|̀ NSNaD̀ DSK|SNKFLSMFHDIKNSHNGHQLSIDG[NKFLS̀ DNIRGDI_PHO
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��������� ���	
��������������������������

�����
�����������������������������  !"�#"$"%&'()*+,-#*-%.,������������/0�������123��4� 5�6
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