Public Comment Response Summary
for 12/6/18 Open House

Steese Expy/Johansen Expy Interchange
Project No. Z607320000/0002237

The following document summarizes the public scoping comments received by email, comment sheet,
verbally, and phone by the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (ADOT&PF)
for the Steese Expressway/Johansen Expressway Interchange project from the December 6, 2018 open
house. Comments were received predominantly at the open house, and the public comment period was
from 12/6/18 to 1/3/19. The open house was held 12/6/18 at the Event Center in Fairbanks, AK near
the project location. 64 people signed in. The team explained and answered questions about the
proposed action to be undertaken by ADOT&PF. Meeting details can be found in the meeting
summary.

Comment

Category Comment Response

The public and impacted property
owners will have influence over the
selection of the preferred alternative
through the public comment process.
How much influence does the public Concerns and ideas for enhancements
have on the preferred alternative or mitigation of impacts are taken very
selection? seriously as our ultimate goal is to
develop a project that meets the needs
of the community and traveling public
while balancing community values and
impacts to individuals and businesses.
This intersection is a critical junction
for access to businesses, commercial
trucking, commuting from home to
work, and recreating. Congestion at this
intersection causes many people to
avoid the area, and we expect that by
How will the alternatives impact improving traffic flow at this location
Business businesses? Overpasses may people will be encouraged to use the
Impacts discourage use of area businesses as area more, ultimately improving access
they can be bypassed now. to local businesses and the box store
areas. With the exception of the closure
of City Lights Boulevard, no
significant changes to business access
are proposed with any of the
alternatives and no significant changes
to traffic patterns are predicted.

Alternative
Selection




Comment

Cateoor Comment Response
. . Th ject t ill i i
Many alternatives will change the ;¢ project team wi con51de‘r business
s . visual and access impacts during
. visibility of area businesses. Changes . . .
Business o detailed design and work with property
to visibility and access could . e
Impacts X . owners to manage the impacts within
adversely impact businesses such as the constraints of the project fundin
the car lot and should be addressed. pro] &
source.
The LDS church should have two We will continue to work closely with
Business points of access, similar to what they | impacted property owners and
Impacts have today, to manage traffic in the businesses to manage potential impacts
event of an evacuation. and mitigate to the extent practical.
When evaluating impacts to the
church, the project team needs to We will continue to work closely with
Business consider church requirements impacted property owners and
Impacts regarding access, building standoff businesses to manage potential impacts
distances from highways and streets, and mitigate to the extent practical.
and future development plans.
iy We will continue to work closely with
o v Closure will impact people and buses | .
City Lights . impacted property owners and
accessing the school, church, cemetery . o
Closure . businesses to manage potential impacts
and residences. . .
and mitigate to the extent practical.
The <':urrent cemetery traffic rouFe We will adjust the location of the
City Lights consists of a one-way loop, closing closure to ensure the cemetery can
City Lights Blvd where shown will . ..
Closure . C s continue to operate in its current
require re-route of traffic within the )
configuration.
cemetery.
Eliminating this access point will
City Lights reduce traffic congestion for people
Closure who use Lazelle Road during peak Thank you for the comment.
school and bus traffic times.
At this time no changes to maintenance
How will City Lights be maintained? respopmblhty are prop osed, however
S . . . we will coordinate witht the FNSB and
City Lights Currently the portion being closed is . o .
. } . City to determine if anything can be
Closure maintained by the City and the portion . . s
.. . . done to improve maintenance service
remaining open is FNSB service area. . .
on the upper portion that will become
the only access.
o Cpnmder maintaining th1.s road for We will evaluate this option and
City Lights bicycle traffic as it is a nice route and determine if a bike path can be
Closure feels safer than the multi-use path on p

the other side of the Steese.

maintained in the final configuration.
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Comment

Cateoor Comment Response
We do not anticipate there being any
significant changes to property values

City Lights 1 due to the elimination of this access

()

Closure How will this impact property values’ point. Improved traffic flow in the area
should overall improve quality of life
for area residents.

We will evaluate if some level of
access can be maintained without
adversely impacting the cemetery

City Lights This is an important connection to property to be used only in the event of

Closure maintain a redundant roadway system. | an emergency. Alternatively the
proposed Farmers' Loop Connection
could become the replacement
redundant route.

This may adversely impact EMS 1mpr0vements to the mte‘rsectlon will
. improve EMS response times and
response times to the cemetery for the .
o . . . should offset the out of distance travel
City Lights City EMS services. Forcing fire . .
. . required. We are evaluating
Closure response to travel outside the City o\ C S
o X . opportunities to maintain right-in/right-
limits to get to City property is not a . . .
. out access at City Lights during the
good idea. .
next phase of design.
City Lights Boulevard is currently too
close to the Steese/Johansen
This is not safe for Fairhill School to mtertsect} on to function properly and
. . . moving it to a safe area was not

City Lights change or limit access to only .

. . possible due to the presence of the

Closure Farmers' Loop end due to the switch .

. cemetery. We are evaluating
back turn into the school. . A
opportunities to maintain right-in/right-
out access during the next phase of
design.
City Lights Boulevard is currently too
close to the Steese/Johansen
This removes the church's northbound mtertsect} on to function properly and
. . o . moving it to a safe area was not
City Lights access and will inconvenience ossible due to the presence of the
Closure approximately 50% of the users of the P P

Fairhill facilities.

cemetery. We are evaluating
opportunities to maintain right-in/right-
out access during the next phase of
design.
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Comment

Cateoor Comment Response
This closure will adversely impact the Thg project team will work with
. . . . Fairhill to evaluate the current
City Lights buses as they won't be able to turn into I
approaches off City Lights and any
Closure the property from the southbound :
approach measures to improve them to handle
PP ' the change in traffic patterns.
The project team will work with
o This closure may create conflicts Fairhill to evaluate the current
City Lights . o
between parents dropping off and approaches off City Lights and any
Closure o !
picking up students. measures to improve them to handle
the change in traffic patterns.
This alternative is unsafe for Fairhill
users due to the steep, poorly
maintained grade coming into Fairhill | The project team will discuss these
City Lights from the Farmers' Loop side. This concerns with the City and FNSB,
Closure could be mitigated by having the City | however this portion of road is outside
take over maintenance of City Lights | City limits currently.
(like they maintain the lower portion)
rather than the Borough service area.
There is currently a maintenance
access point at the bottom of the hill We will incorporate access for the
City Lights for the cemetery, will this be winter storage facility and
Closure maintained? If not access to the winter | southwestern gate into the detailed
storage facility will be eliminated and | design.
may require relocation.
This will be evaluated during the next
Construction How will traffic be routed during stage of design. We do not currently
Impacts construction? plan to completely close this
intersection during construction.
D%Vergmg This al‘gernatwe may be confusing for Thank you for the comment,
Diamond local drivers.
. . This intersection may be problematic We will follow 1P Wlth Anchorage
Diverging —_ . DOT to determine if there have been
: in winter when lane lines are . . .
Diamond challenges with the Diverging
obscured. . . !
Diamond during winter.
Winter maintenance seems like it
Divergin would be onerous for this alternative, | M&O has identified similar concerns
Diamgn dg but the traffic flow benefits are very with this option regarding winter

good and drivers will learn how to use
it.

maintenance.
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Comment Response
Category
) . This alternative is second preferred as
Diverging . .
. it also has less restrictions on traffic Thank you for the comment.
Diamond .
flow but has a larger impacted area.
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