
Noatak Airport Relocation Project #: 61478 
Project Update 

Public Meeting Notes 
 

March 25, 2015 
6:00 P.M. – 8:00 P.M. 

Napaaqtuġmiut School Gymnasium 
Meeting Summary: 

The Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities hosted a public meeting and 
updated the community members of Noatak about the airport relocation project. The DOT&PF 
presented the descriptions of the project scope work that has been completed to date which 
includes: imagery of proposed airport, access road alternatives, bridge design, and introducing 
the next steps toward completion and an estimated projection of construction dates. The 
DOT&PF held an open Q&C at the end of our discussion and received valuable feedback from 
various entities and community members sharing their thoughts and concerns. 

Questions, Comments, and Responses: 

• As riverbank erosion speeds up, would the potential of getting this project pushed 
forward increase? Possibly.  It will depend on where this project ranks in relation to all 
the other airport projects in the State.   
 

• Because we’ve encountered an average of -40 degree Fahrenheit temperatures, would 
the design of a new bridge be able to withstand such conditions for an extended period 
of time? The bridge will be designed to State highway standards which includes 
accounting for cold arctic temperatures.   
 
 

• Does the access road go through the new airport and who would be responsible for 
maintaining it? The airport access road will go from the community to the new airport.  
Several alternatives are still being considered for where the road will start.  The State will 
be responsible for maintaining the new road unless the community accepts maintenance 
responsibility. 
 

• How do we (the community) develop the land, depending upon ownership where the 
current runway exists? Who owns the land would depend on the FAA grant assurances 
and how the land was originally acquired.  The FAA may require the community to 
purchase the land from the State.   
 

• What does the community or state do with the materials from the existing runway, 
taxiway and apron?  Unless the gravel can be used for the new airport, the State will 
likely not have a use for the material.  If the community ends up with the land, it could be 
a local gravel source for community expansion. 
 

 

 



• Who would be responsible for replacement or demo of the existing fuel line which runs 
from the airport to the native store? If need be, would the contractor be responsible for 
constructing a road around the existing fuel line in order to preserve and continue its 
regular usages? Construction of a fuel line to the new airport and demo of the old line 
would likely be the community’s responsibility.  If the old line is still in place, the State’s 
contractor would be responsible for protecting due to construction as well as any other 
utilities.   
 

• The community of Noatak owns and contracts Teck Cominco to operate a truck which 
hauls heating fuel which Teck sells to the community at a lower rate than the local 
sources. It might be possible to transfer this truck with a tank and use this as a method 
of fuel transportation from the relocated airport to distribute to houses or the native store. 
The fuel transportation will ultimately need to be decided by the community and fuel 
company.  We will design the road to meet Federal Highway and State highway 
standards so the road would accommodate large vehicles the same as for major 
highways on the road system. 
 

• What type of ROW acquisitions would be needed to construct a new road and what 
determines the geometric properties of this new road? For new roads, we generally want 
a 200’ to 300’ wide right-of-way for the road.  This allows room for areas where the road 
embankment needs to be wider as well as space for utilities or other transportation 
infrastructure which is often within a road right-of-way.  The geometrics (road with, curve 
radii, slopes…) will be design to the State highway standards for roads with low traffic 
volume.    
 
 

• What if future expansion of the runway is required? If a longer runway is needed in the 
future, the state would go through our design and permitting process and likely need to 
obtain more right-of-way for the expansion. 
 

• Would the DOT be required to supply more heavy machinery to maintain the new 
runway and access roads? Our M&O section will determine if additional equipment is 
needed to maintain the new airport and road and purchase it.  The new snow equipment 
removal building will be designed for what’s needed. 
 

• If the contractor decides to remove material from the bedrock of the Noatak River, would 
the environment and fish be harmed in any way? We plan on removing only 2-3 feet of 
material to use which ultimately won’t have any major effects on the environment or the 
fish migratory patterns. We will need to obtain permits from the Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game for a river material site and they will review our project to make sure 
we’re not impacting the fish habitat.  DOT&PF will also need to get permission from the 
Alaska Department of Natural Resources for a river gravel source. 
 
 

• How will you keep dust down?  A dust palliative will be applied to the new runway. Air 
quality would be improved for the community because of the runways’ distance away. 

 



• Who would be allowed to determine the location of accessible materials? The contractor, 
the state or the community members? It mainly depends on the composition and quality 
of the materials nearby.  The State will provide information on what material is available 
in the project area and then the contractor will determine where they get the material 
from.  The State or contractor will need to get permission from the land owners for any 
material site and haul routes. 
 

• Consider the decreasing slopes of the proposed bridge location.  We will look at keeping 
road slopes to a minimum. 
 
 

• Is there a way that the DOT can create a road off the proposed airport access road to 
make the cemeteries more accessible?  This project can only build a road to the airport. 
 
Since the proposed location of the new airport is in a more open area where it would 
typically be windier, what would the potential of forming snow drifts in the winter be and 
would it be a danger to consider for people who might have a form of sight disabilities or 
color blindness?  Snow drifting will be considered in our design of the new road and 
airport.  In other locations, we’ve been able to keep snow drifting on roads to a minimum 
by keeping the embankment several feet high.  
 

• Another concern is that the last contractor who came here used up all of the Native 
Store’s diesel fuel and left the community with very little. This created a major issue for 
people who need this to survive during the harsh conditions of the winter.  It’s up to the 
store who it sells its fuel to.  If we know in advance that the contractor will not be able to 
get fuel in town, we can put that information in our plans and specifications so the 
contractor knows he will have to bring in fuel for the project. 
 

• The last contractor here filled our landfill and left the community to deal with their scrap 
materials, how do we guarantee that our landfills are not to be used by the contractor? If 
the community won’t let the contractor use the landfill, we can require the contractor to 
ship trash out but it will add cost to the project.  If the contractor does not abide with the 
State contract, the state will not compensate the contractors and it will become their 
responsibility to address properly. 

 












