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From: Roach, Jeffery A (DOT)
To: Patrick Cotter
Cc: Royce Conlon; Greene, Alexa J (DOT)
Subject: FW: Kotzebue forecast - edited
Date: Monday, January 05, 2015 8:57:47 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Patrick,
 
The FAA approves the Kotzebue AMP Update Forecast of Aviation Activity as modified. See you at
1:30 pm today at my office.
 
Jeff
 
_______________________________________________________________________________
Jeff Roach, MSS, Northern Region Planning Manager, Aviation and Highways Alaska Dept. of
Transportation & Public Facilities
2301 Peger Road Fairbanks, AK 99709  | Office: 907.451.2381 | FAX: 907.451.2313 | Email: 
jeff.roach@alaska.gov
"Keep Alaska Moving through service and infrastructure"
 

 
 

From: Katrina.Moss@faa.gov [mailto:Katrina.Moss@faa.gov] 
Sent: Monday, January 05, 2015 8:18 AM
To: Roach, Jeffery A (DOT)
Subject: RE: Kotzebue forecast - edited
 
Hi Jeff,
 
FAA approves the Kotzebue Forecast of Aviation Activity as presented in the edited November 2014
document.
 
Regards,
 
Katrina Moss, AICP, PMP
Community Planner
FAA Alaskan Region Airports Division
222 West 7th Avenue #14
Anchorage, AK 99513
907.271.5448
 
 
 

From: jeff.roach@alaska.gov 
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Sent: Friday, January 02, 2015 11:12 AM
To: Moss, Katrina (FAA)
Subject: FW: Kotzebue forecast - edited
 
Katrina,
 
Does the FAA approve the attached Kotzebue AMP Update Forecast of Aviation Activity?
 
Thank you and Happy New Year,
 
Jeff
 
_______________________________________________________________________________
Jeff Roach, MSS, Northern Region Planning Manager, Aviation and Highways Alaska Dept. of
Transportation & Public Facilities
2301 Peger Road Fairbanks, AK 99709  | Office: 907.451.2381 | FAX: 907.451.2313 | Email: 
jeff.roach@alaska.gov
"Keep Alaska Moving through service and infrastructure"
 

 
 

From: Patrick Cotter [mailto:PatrickCotter@pdceng.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 21, 2014 9:48 AM
To: Roach, Jeffery A (DOT)
Cc: Royce Conlon
Subject: Kotzebue forecast - edited
 
Jeff,
Attached is the updated Kotzebue aviation forecast and a summary of the technical committee
comments and how they were addressed.
-Pat
Patrick Cotter, AICP, GISP
Associate | Planner – GIS Specialist
 
PDC INC. ENGINEERS
Transforming Challenges into Solutions
1028 Aurora Drive | Fairbanks,  Alaska 99709
v 907.452.1414 | f  907.4562707

Facebook | LinkedIn | Twitter | www.pdceng.com
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From: Roach, Jeffery A (DOT)
To: Patrick Cotter; Maybrier, Scott L (DOT); Hall, Ivet (DOT); Werneke, Alvin E (DOT); Maggard, Roger K (DOT)
Cc: Royce Conlon; Beck, Albert M L (DOT)
Subject: FW: Runway visibility memo
Date: Tuesday, January 20, 2015 1:29:07 PM
Attachments: image001.png

All,
 
The FAA’s response to the Kotzebue AMP Update RVZ question is below.
 
Jeff
 

From: Katrina.Moss@faa.gov [mailto:Katrina.Moss@faa.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 20, 2015 1:25 PM
To: Roach, Jeffery A (DOT)
Cc: Maggard, Roger K (DOT); Greene, Alexa J (DOT); pat.oien@faa.gov
Subject: RE: Runway visibility memo
 
Hi Jeff,
 
Thank you for providing the documentation on the existing Runway Visibility Zone on the current
Kotzebue ALP.  FAA concurs with the deletion of the RVZ as it is not necessary since the two
runways do not intersect and there is no overlap of either runway’s safety areas or object free
areas.
 
Best regards,
 
 
Katrina Moss, AICP, PMP
Community Planner
FAA Alaskan Region Airports Division
222 West 7th Avenue #14
Anchorage, AK 99513
907.271.5448
 
 
 

From: jeff.roach@alaska.gov 
Sent: Friday, January 16, 2015 3:41 PM
To: Moss, Katrina (FAA)
Cc: roger.maggard@alaska.gov; Greene, Alexa J (DOT)
Subject: FW: Runway visibility memo
 
Katrina,
 
Attached is the technical memo from PDC Inc. Engineers that we discussed at the Kotzebue
AMP Update Technical Committee meeting on Wednesday.  It does not appear that a RVZ is
required between the non-intersecting runways at the Kotzebue Airport.   Please provide a
determination on this issue, so we can continue to move forward with the AMP.
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Thank you,
 
Jeff
 
_______________________________________________________________________________
Jeff Roach, MSS, Northern Region Planning Manager, Aviation and Highways Alaska Dept. of
Transportation & Public Facilities
2301 Peger Road Fairbanks, AK 99709  | Office: 907.451.2381 | FAX: 907.451.2313 | Email: 
jeff.roach@alaska.gov
"Keep Alaska Moving through service and infrastructure"
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TECHNICAL MEMORANDUM  
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1028 Aurora Drive, Fairbanks, Alaska 99709 
T: 907.452.1414  F: 907.456.2707 

2700 Gambell Street, Suite 500, Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
T: 907.743.3200  F: 907.743.3295 

www.pdceng.com 

Client # AKSAS#62960 Date January 15, 2015 

PDC # 14065FB Prepared by Ken Risse, PE 
Patrick Cotter, AICP 

Project Name Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update Reviewed by Royce Conlon, PE 

Subject Runway Visibility Zone (RVZ) guidance 
 

Topic Discussion 

Introduction During the development of alternatives for the Kotzebue Airport (OTZ) Master Plan update, 
the need for maintaining visibility between the two runways came up.  
 
If inter-visibility is not required, then additional land is available for development. For OTZ, 
developable airport land is a limiting factor to airport improvements. This tech memo 
summarizes the existing guidance on runway inter-visibility and suggests that the RVZ is 
not necessary for OTZ. Development between the runways would still be limited by 
Runway Safety Areas and the Glide Slope Critical Area.  
 
FAA concurrence with the deletion of the RVZ would ensure that development between the 
runways would be acceptable to the FAA. 

Background On the current ALP for Kotzebue Airport, the Building Restriction Line (BRL) restricts the 
use of the land between the runways. The BRL is labeled BRL/RVZ. A snapshot of the 
current ALP Ultimate Airport Layout Plan is shown below:   
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Topic Discussion 

 
Figure 1 - Snapshot of current OTZ ALP 

 
FAA Advisory Circular (AC) 150/5300-13A provides guidance on the runway visibility 
zones under Section 305 - runway line of sight requirements. For intersecting runways, the 
guidance specifies where the line of sight between runways is required, based on the ends of 
the runways or the runway extensions. The AC does not address when runways considered 
“intersecting”. 
 
In searching for guidance on when to consider runways to be intersecting, we found a Policy 
and Procedures Memorandum from the Great Lakes Region of the FAA (PPM 5320.1G). It 
states: 

1. Non-intersecting runways should be designed so that the runway safety areas 
do not overlap. If RSA’s intersect, the runway visibility zone described in 
paragraph 503, of AC 150/5300-13, should be applied using a theoretical 
intersection point. This point could be determined by extending the runway 
centerlines to a point of intersection. 
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Topic Discussion 

2. When the OFZ of a non-intersecting runway violates the OFZ of another 
runway the runway visibility zone described in paragraph 503, of AC 150/5300-
13, must be applied using a theoretical intersection point. This point must be 
determined by extending the runway centerlines to a point of intersection. 

 
When we were working on the Nome Airport Master plan we had a similar question when 
we were planning for non-intersecting runways and trying to determine whether there were 
visibility requirements between runways or how much separation was required between 
runways. The question was posed as follows: 

 
For the Nome Airport Master Plan, we are looking at line of sight requirements for several 
runway configurations.    
1)       X       For intersecting runways, AC 150/5300-13 provides clear guidance in Figure 5-6. 

2)       =       For parallel runways, I assume that if there is no intervisibility, the separation 
requirements for simultaneous runways would apply. Would intervisibility between the 
runways allow for less separation, or is an air traffic control tower needed to assure the 
operations are not simultaneous?  
3)       |-      If runways have an approach over another runway, is there any guidance on 
visibility requirements or separation between runways?  
4)      /  \    If crosswind runways are separate, and flight paths intersect,  is there any 
guidance on visibility or separation requirements?  
 

Pat Oien (FAA Alaska Region) provided the following reply: 
 

Item 2 refer to section 207..requires special studies to reduce separation on case by case 
basis  
Item 3 and 4...FAA is looking at these types of runways and it appears the recommendation 
will likely be to separate them so their runway safety areas are separated. 

 

Conclusion The FAA guidance does not appear to require the RVZ between the non-intersecting 
runways at Kotzebue.    
 
The OFZ’s at Kotzebue do not overlap. The RSAs do not overlap. It appears the runways 
can be treated as non-intersecting, and no RVZ is required. This would allow for 
development in the area between the runways.  

Attachments 1. FAA Great Lakes Region, Policy and Procedures Memorandum 5320.1G 
2. Email correspondence with Pat Oien, FAA Alaska Region, dated May 25, 2010 
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POLICY AND PROCEDURES MEMORANDUM - AIRPORTS DIVISION 
 

NUMBER:  5320.1G 
 
DATE:   FEB 13 2001 
 
SUBJECT: General Processing of Modifications to Agency Airport Design 

and Construction Standards 
 
CANCELLATION: PPM 5320.1F, dated February 26, 1996 
 
REFERENCE: FAA Order 5300.1F, Approval Level for Modification of Agency 

Airport Design and Construction Standards 
 

Advisory Circular (AC) 150/5300-13, Airport Design 
 
 Advisory Circular 150/5100-13A, Development of State 

Standards for Nonprimary Airports 
 
 Advisory Circular 150/5345-53, Airport Lighting Equipment 

Certification program. 
 

Great Lakes Region Planning and Coordination Procedures - 
Desk Guide 

  
 FAA Authorization Act, Recodified a 49 USC Section 47105 
  
 FAA Authorization Act, Recodified a 49 USC Section 

47114(d)(5) as amended by P.L. 106-181 (April 2000) 
 
APPENDIX 1. Changes from prior PPM 
 
APPENDIX 2. Sample Consultant Request Letter for AAS-1 Approval with 

Checklist 
 
APPENDIX 3. 49 USC Section 47105(c) and 49 USC 47114(d)(5) 
 
APPENDIX 4. Modification to Standards Approval Authority Table  
 
1. Background.  Generally, Airports District Offices (ADO)/block grant 
states may approve all design and construction standards except for those 
standards set forth in paragraphs 2.c. and 3.a. of this Policy and Procedures 
Memorandum (PPM), which have been specifically retained by the Office of 
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Airport Safety and Standards, AAS-1, or delegated to the Manager, Airports 
Division, AGL-600 (runway safety area (RSA) will not meet standards).  
Coordination with other AGL divisions should not be initiated until the 
ADO/block grant state has received concurrence of AAS-1, when applicable.  On 
certificated airports, coordination with AGL-620 is to determine the 
applicability of FAR Part 139 requirements [See paragraph 2.f.].  Authority to 
approve airport design and construction standard modifications is delegated to 
the ADOs/block grant states by separate policy documents, i.e., Delegation of 
Authority, Order GL 1100.55A, dated October 1, 1990. 
 
AGL-620 has an oversight responsibility through audit or evaluation of the 
modifications that are being approved, to assure consistent and prudent use of 
the approval authority, to assist the ADOs/block grant states with the 
coordination of more complex proposals, and to provide advice and assistance 
as may be required by the ADOs/block grant states.  FAA Order 5300.1F, dated 
June 30, 2000, provides the guidance for processing modifications to design 
and construction standards in the Great lakes Region, except as specifically 
limited by this PPM.   
 
2. Policy – Design Standards Modifications 
 
 a. Variances to the current FAA design standards for an RSA will be 
the subject of an RSA determination in accordance with FAA Order 5200.8.  
Also, see PPM 5300.4A, “General Guidance on Runway/Taxiway Safety Areas”.  
 
NOTE:  FAA encourages any state/sponsor/consultant who may wish to propose 
special research and development demonstration activity in association with an 
AIP investment project.  These activities are generally initial proposals to 
AAS-1 through the Great Lakes Region, Airports Division.   The Great Lakes 
Region, Airports Division places a high priority on any AAS-1 endorsement to 
include R&D demonstration activity in any AIP project.  All R&D project costs 
(testing equipment, monitoring, and etc.) may not be eligible for federal 
funding and may be the responsibility of the state/sponsor/consultant. 
 

b. FAA airport design standards represent the minimum requirements 
and recommendations for safe airport operations PLUS a safety margin based 
upon airport research and past agency experiences.  These FAA airport design 
standards are contained in the advisory circulars listed in Paragraph 34 of 
the Grant Assurances and are binding for an airport sponsor via the grant 
agreement subject to FAA RSA determinations and an FAA approved Airport Layout 
Plan (ALP) which represent the “Agency Standard for that airport”.  However, 
FAA RSA determinations and modifications to standards will always take 
precedence over the approved ALP.  The approved ALP will take precedence over 
the Airport Certification Manual (ACM)/Airport Certification Specifications 
(ACS), however the safety areas in the ACM/ACS will meet FAR Part 139 
requirements.  

 
(1)      A modification to a design standard, outside the ALP 

approval process or through the ALP approval process, may involve a reduction 
in the margin of safety, while maintaining a safe acceptable operational 
environment.  If there is any dispute the RSA determination and a modification 
to FAA design standards will always govern, irrespective of any other 
document.  All RSA determinations and/or modification to FAA design standards 
must be included on the approve ALP and airport owners should be encouraged to 
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incorporate them into the ACM/ACS, for airports certificated under FAR Part 
139.   
 
  (2) AC 150/5300-13, Tables 2-1, 2-2, 2-3, 3-1, 3-2, 3-3, 4-1, 4-
2, and 4-3 depict the FAA design standards for various items based on airplane 
design groups.  These same design standards are listed in the extreme right 
column on the example design program printout (see Appendix 11, of the AC).   
 
   (a) The values for taxiway and taxilane separations and 
clearances derived from the formulas on the bottom of Tables 2-3, 4-1, and 4-
3, provide for an acceptable level of safety.  However, prior to implementing 
these operationally acceptable values, a modification to standards shall be 
processed in accordance with this PPM.  The computer program shown in Appendix 
11 may be used to calculate these values in lieu of the formulas.  The values, 
depicted in the column to the left of the design standards (extreme right 
column), on the computer design program printout, will provide an acceptable 
level of safety for the specified conditions, including the type of aircraft. 
 
   (b) The separation standards presented in Tables 2-1, 2-2, 
and 2-3, of the AC, may need to be increased with airport elevation to meet 
the runway safety area (RSA) and runway obstacle free zone (OFZ) standards.  
The inner-transitional OFZ varies with airport elevation for precision 
instrument runways serving large airplanes, as described in paragraph 306., of 
the AC. 
 
   (c) The RSA width design standard for airport reference 
codes of C-I and C-II is 400 feet and for C-III through C-VI, as well as 
aircraft in approach category D, the RSA width design standard is 500 feet 
(See Note 4, Table 3-3 of the AC).  The design program printout depicts the 
appropriate RSA width design standard in the extreme right-hand column.   
 
   (d) Paragraph 306 suggests that taxiing, holding, and 
parked aircraft may be permitted if the aircraft does not penetrate the runway 
OFZ as defined, i.e., the OFZ is the most restrictive criterion.  However, 
other design standards and criteria may place more restrictive runway 
separation criteria on taxiing, holding, and parked aircraft than the runway 
OFZ standard.  The following restrictions may be more critical than the runway 
OFZ standard: 
 
    1. Paragraph 209 provides taxiway and taxilane 
separations that would not allow any part of an aircraft, on the 
taxiway/taxilane centerline, to be within the RSA or to penetrate the runway 
OFZ. 
 
    2. Tables 2-1 and 2-2 provide the separation 
standards for parked aircraft that can be more restrictive than the runway 
OFZ. 
 
    3. It is possible for aircraft to penetrate TERPS 
criteria for approach and departure clearance planes even though the aircraft 
does not penetrate the runway OFZ.  These TERPS violations may result in 
minimum changes and/or the denial of certain approach and departure 
procedures.  The Chicago Flight Procedures Office (CHI FPO) through an 
aeronautical airspace study must determine the impacts, due to violations of 
TERPS criteria. 
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(e) Table 2-4 provides standard dimensions for runway 

protection zones (RPZs) that enhance the protection of people and property on 
the ground.  The standard RPZ dimensions vary with the visibility minimums for 
the runway end and therefore do not always correspond to a specific FAR Part 
77 approach surface.  FAR Part 77 obstruction standards help us to identify 
obstructions.  RPZs identify areas that require land use controls in addition 
to the object clearing criteria of paragraph 211.  The RPZ may be different 
for each runway end.  Also, separate approach and departure RPZs may be 
necessary when declared distances are utilized (See Appendix 14).  It is 
possible for a single runway end to have two different RPZs (approach and 
departure), a separate FAR Part 77 approach surface, and a threshold siting 
surface (Appendix 2).  The land acquisition and object clearing requirements 
for the RPZ and approach protection are set forth in PPM 5300.1B, “Runway 
Protection Zone and Airport Object Clearing Policy”. 
 

(f) Paragraph 503 “Line of Sight Standards”.  If it can be 
determined that a 24 hour ATCT will be provided at an airport without any 
variances in the future, there is no feasible alternative, and a satisfactory 
level of safety will be provided then a modification to the line-of-sight 
standard may be approved. 
 
    1. Non-intersecting runways should be designed so 
that the runway safety areas do not overlap.  If RSA’s intersect, the runway 
visibility zone described in paragraph 503, of AC 150/5300-13, should be 
applied using a theoretical intersection point.  This point could be 
determined by extending the runway centerlines to a point of intersection. 

  
    2. When the OFZ of a non-intersecting runway 
violates the OFZ of another runway the runway visibility zone described in 
paragraph 503, of AC 150/5300-13, must be applied using a theoretical 
intersection point.  This point must be determined by extending the runway 
centerlines to a point of intersection. 
 
 c.  Modification to standards for siting navigational or lighting aids 
that are common to the facilities and equipment (F&E) program and standards 
for marking, lighting, and signing on runways, taxiways, and aprons require 
approval by the Office of Airport Safety and Standards (AAS-1) through the 
Great Lakes Region, Airports Division, Safety/Standards Branch, AGL-620.  The 
ADOs/block grant states will not issue approval or denial for any of these 
modifications without communication from AAS-1. 
 
 d. Airport development under the AIP shall conform to FAA design 
standards, whenever possible. 
 
  (1) For a specific project, where unique local conditions 
preclude compliance with airport design standards, modifications to these 
standards may be approved by the ADOs/block grant states, except for RSA’s 
(see PPM 5300.4A) and those items reserved for AAS-1 approval (See paragraph 
2.c. above). 
 
  (2) Approval of the modification of a design standard is 
contingent on the assurance that the modification will provide an acceptable 
level of safety, and provide an economical and feasible alternative. 
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 e. Modifications to design standards that are not normally depicted 
on the ALP and have been successfully used on a previous FAA funded airport 
project, with prior FAA approval, may be used on subsequent projects without 
further FAA action and are considered to have specific FAA approval provided: 
 
  (1) The airport owner (or designated agent) verifies that the 
proposed project conditions are similar to those of the project for which FAA 
previously approved a modification. 
 
  (2) The airport owner (or designated agent) include on the 
project plans or in the project specifications a certification that the 
proposed modification to standards was previously approved by FAA on (specific 
date) for an FAA funded project which had similar conditions requiring the 
same modification as the proposed project. 
 
 f. If a certificated airport wishes to deviate from an FAA design 
standard as an alternative means of complying with a Part 139 requirement, the 
airport owner must document the justification for the modification, the 
proposed methods to provide an acceptable level of safety, and why the AC 
standard cannot be achieved. 
 
  (1) The Airport Certification/Safety Inspector, in consultation 
with the ADO and other appropriate regional staff, will make a determination 
of acceptability. 
 
  (2) Deviations from AC standards will be allowed only in unique 
circumstances where a clear need dictates, and where FAA believes an 
acceptable level of safety will be achieved. 
 
 g. AAS-1 shall approve all state and local design standards for use 
on federally funded projects (see paragraph 4). 
 
3. Policy – Construction Methods and Material Specification Modifications 
 
 a. Modification to standards in the following areas requires prior 
consultation by the proponent directly with the Office of Airport Safety and 
Standards (AAS-1) through the Great Lakes Region, Airports Division, AGL-620.  
The ADOs/block grant states will not issue approval or denial for a 
modification of any of the following areas without communication from AAS-1. 
 
  (1) Construction methods and material specifications, to be used 
in aircraft operational areas of the airport, for which AAS-1 has not 
previously approved a modification for use within the region. 
 
  (2) Equipment specifications listed in AC 150/5345-53, Airport 
Lighting equipment Certification Program. 
 
  (3) Criteria used to control the quality or determine the 
acceptability of materials and finished products. 
 
   (a) Quality control criteria include all the tests 
performed to determine if adjustments to operations are necessary to stay 
within specification limits.  They include the following:  aggregate gradation 
within tolerance for subbase, base, and surface courses; asphalt content for 
bituminous mixes; slump and air content for concrete mixes.    
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   (b) Acceptance testing includes all criteria and the tests 
performed to determine acceptability of the material or finished product and 
includes the following: density and thickness for subgrade, subbase, base and 
bituminous pavement; flexural strength and thickness for concrete pavement; 
and surface tolerances for subbase, base and surface courses and use of 
nuclear gauge for density acceptance in lieu of cores or borings.  For 
example, use of a nuclear gauge for density acceptance of P-401 Plant Mix 
Bituminous Pavements, in lieu of taking cores, is currently not acceptable, 
although use of a nuclear gauge is acceptable for P-152, P-154, P-208, and P-
209 (see Appendix 4).   
 
  (4) AAS-1 shall approve all state and local construction 
standards for use on federally funded projects (see paragraph 4). 
  
 b. The ADO/block grant state may approve all construction methods and 
material specification modifications to construction standards that have not 
been reserved for approval by AAS-1.  These approvals are contingent on the 
assurance that the modification to construction standards will provide an 
economical and feasible alternative, will provide a product that conforms to 
FAA acceptance criteria, and will perform for its intended design life, based 
on historical data.  This approval authority includes but is not necessarily 
limited to: 
 
  (1) Those addressed in engineering briefs, 
 
  (2) Those local construction methods, practices or material 
specifications that are routinely and successfully utilized in that area and 
have been previously found acceptable by the AAS-1. 
 
  (3) Those FAA non-standard construction methods and material 
specifications covered by ASTM and AASHTO specifications that have been 
successfully used during previous airport construction in similar applications 
(in the sole judgment of the ADO/block grant state).   
 
  (4) Any other construction method or material specification 
modification, which in the judgment of the ADO/block grant state, is to 
primarily “…accommodate unique local conditions…”, except for those items 
reserved for approval by AAS-1. 
 
  (5) Any material specification when locally available materials 
cannot meet the requirements of that standard, except those standards reserved 
for AAS-1 approval. 
  
  (6) All modifications to the FAA standard specifications, except 
those reserved for approval by AAS-1.  Examples include, but are not limited 
to:  
 
   (a) Approving modification to aggregate gradation and 
bandwidths, aggregate material test (soundness, abrasion, fracture faces, 
etc.). 
 
   (b) Approving construction equipment and methods, which 
are not first time, experimental or controversial. 
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   (c) Weather limitations. 
 

  (7) The General Provisions of AC 150/5370-10 may be approved, if 
necessary to make them compliant with local laws and regulations. 

 
 c. Modifications to a construction method and material specification 
with prior FAA approval and that has been successfully used on a previous FAA 
funded airport project may be used on subsequent projects without further FAA 
approval provided: 

 
 (1)   The airport owner (or designated agent) verifies that the 
proposed project conditions are similar to those of the project for which FAA 
previously approved a modification. 
 
  (2) The airport owner (or designated agent) include on the 
project plans or in the project specifications, a certification that the 
proposed modification to standards was previously approved by FAA on (specific 
date) for an FAA funded project which has similar conditions requiring the 
same modification as the proposed project. 

 
e. Modifications to construction methods and material specifications 

that have been previously approved by FAA and adopted as “local Standards” 
must be revised to be consistent with national standards and the precepts of 
this PPM at the next regularly scheduled revision of that adopted standard.  
  
 
4. State design, construction methods, and material specification standards 
may be developed for airports that are not primary airports in accordance with 
49 USC 47105 (c) and AC 150/5100-13A, Development of State Standards for 
Nonprimary Airports.  State highway specifications may be permitted for 
airfield pavement construction at nonprimary airports in accordance with 49 
USC 47114(d)(5) as amended by P.L. 106-181 (April 2000). 
 

a. AAS-1 must approve all state standards. 
 
 b. State standards approved by AAS-1 must be updated periodically and 
reflect FAA standards where applicable. 
   
5.  Procedures – Design Standard Modifications 
 
 a. The following procedures will be followed by the ADOs/block grant 
states in processing a request for modifications to airport design standards: 
 
  (1) Review the request for consistency with the current approved 
ALP.  If the current approved ALP incorporates RSA determinations for all 
runways at the airport, the proposal is consistent with that ALP, and approval 
is not retained by AAS-1 a modification is not applicable.  This review shall 
include a determination that the ALP provides a safe operating environment for 
aircraft. 
 

(2) Requests for design standard modifications shall normally be 
requested during the design phase of the project.  Request for design 
modifications shall not be accepted after completion of construction.   
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  (3) In an attempt to achieve standardization, modifications to 
the AC standards should only be allowed in unique circumstances where a clear 
need dictates them and where FAA believes an acceptable level of safety will 
be achieved.  For airports with a FAR Part 139 Certificate, other means of 
compliance not in accordance with AC standards that are acceptable to the 
Administrator, the airport operator shall be encouraged to document the 
modification to standards or RSA determination in the Airport Certification 
Manual/Specifications.  For airports with a FAA Part 139 Certificate some AC 
standards are not subject to “other means of compliance acceptable to the 
Administrator.”  Modifications to these AC’s (current edition) require AAS-1 
approval.  The AC’s are as follows: 
 
   (a) AC 150/5340-1, Standards for Airport Marking  
 
   (b) AC 150/5340-4, Installation Details for Runway 
Centerline Touchdown Zone Lighting Systems  
 
   (c) AC 150/5340-18, Standards for Airport Sign Systems 
 
 
   (d) AC 15-5340-24, Runway and Taxiway Edge Lighting System 
 
       
   (e) AC 150/5340-28, Low Visibility Taxiway Lighting 
Systems 
 
   (f) AC 150/5345-12, Specification for Airport and Heliport 
Beacon. 
 
  (4) Upon finding the request acceptable, the ADO/block grant 
state will initiate the coordination process (if determined appropriate by the 
ADOs/block grant states, some modifications will not require any coordination 
with regional divisions).  All requests for modifications from 
national/regional design standards shall be forwarded directly to the other 
divisions.  Coordination with the other operating divisions will be effected 
as set forth in paragraph 13 of the “Desk Guide”.  Refer to paragraph 5.b., of 
this PPM, for AAS-1 coordination.   
 
NOTE:  Any modification to design standards which may result in a request for 
exemption to an aircraft operational rule or the establishment of an 
instrument flight procedure are of special interest to the Flight Standards 
(AGL-205), Flight Procedures Office (CHI FPO), and Air Traffic Division (AGL-
500).  The ADO/block grant state should highlight any known concerns in this 
area. 
 
  (5) In order to minimize reviews, proposed modifications to 
design standards will be identified in the transmittal letters accompanying 
airport layout and construction plans that are submitted for airspace 
coordination.  Appropriate justification by the Sponsor (including costs) for 
the approval of the design modification will be included in the transmittal.   
 
  (6) If the coordinated review of the proposal reveals no 
objections, the modification may be approved.  All recommendations regarding 
reasonableness of cost will be made by the Sponsor, and will be included in 
the original package coordinated with CHI FPO/AGL-205/470/520.  The ADO/block 
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grant state will provide expert advisory comment on the sponsor’s proposal 
when forwarding to the other divisions.  In providing advice regarding whether 
the cost is reasonable, some factors to be considered by the Sponsor are: 
 
   (a) Future role of the airport. 
 
   (b) Cost versus benefit of conformance as opposed to 
modification of the design standards. 
 
   (c) Level of present and future aeronautical activity at 
the airport. 
 
  (7) The approved modifications to design standards shall be 
included in the ALP approval per PPM 5050.5.   
 
 b. If the modification to design standards requires approval by AAS-
1, per paragraph 2.c., the ADO/block grant state will direct the proponent to 
submit the proposal to AAS-1 through AGL-620.  Prior to the ADO issuing 
approval or denial for these modifications, communication must be received 
form AAS-1.  A sample letter for the airport owner’s/consultant’s request to 
AAS-1 through AGL-620 is included as Appendix 5.   

 
6. Procedures – Construction Method and Material Specification 
Modifications 
 
 a. Airport owners/consultants who desire a modification to a 
construction method or a material specification that requires (in the sole 
judgment of the ADO/block grant state) AAS-1 approval in accordance with 
paragraph 3.a., shall be referred by the ADO/block grant state, with the 
necessary guidance, to the appropriate AAS Division or individual for 
approval/advice/assistance, through AGL-620 of the Great Lakes Region, 
Airports Division.  A sample letter for airport owner’s/consultant’s request 
to the AAS Division AAS is included as Appendix 5.  Upon receipt of AAS-1 
approval/advice/assistance and the sponsor/consultant documentation, the 
ADO/block grant state may consider the appropriateness of a modification 
action.  The ADO/block grant state will issue the appropriate approval/denial 
to the airport owner/consultant. 
 
 b. The following procedures will be followed in the Great Lakes 
Region to handle requests for modifications to airport construction methods 
and material specifications not requiring AAS-1 approval: 
 
  (1) The ADO/block grant state may approve first-time use of non-
standard construction methods and material specifications that are covered in 
paragraph 3.b. (1) through (7). 
 
  (2) The airport owner (or authorized agent) must be agreeable to 
use a non-standard construction method and/or material specification and must 
request, in writing, a modification to standards from the ADO/block grant 
state. 
 

(3) The ADO/block grant state shall review the written proposal 
and issue the FAA appropriate approval/denial to the airport owner (or 
authorized agent). 
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  (4) A modification to an airport construction method and 
material specification is not required for subsequent use of non-standard 
construction method and material specification for similar applications 
provided the airport owner (or authorized agent) appropriately document the 
similar condition [see paragraph 3.c.]. 
 
 
7. Proposal Package for Modifications to Standards - Airport owner’s (or 
authorized agent) requests for modification to standards to accommodate a 
unique local condition shall contain the following: 
 
 a. A list of standards requiring modification and a discussion of why 
the standards cannot be met. 
 
 b. A description of the proposed modifications. 
 
 c. A discussion of viable alternatives for accommodating the unique 
conditions. 
 
 d. Assurances that the proposed modifications conform to the 
requirement of paragraphs 2.d.(2) and 3.b. 
 
8.   FAA Approval Letter for a Modification to Standards - All ADO/block 
grant state and AGL-620 approval letters for modifications, shall contain the 
following: 
 
 a. Date of approval for the modification. 
 
 b. Project description and grant number (if appropriate). 
 
 c. Conditions requiring the modification. 
 
 d. Conditions and rationale for approving the modification.   
 
 e. A statement that FAA will not retain a record of the modification 
and that the airport owner (or authorized agent) is considered the office of 
record for the modification.  Failure to retain proper records may require the 
request for modification to be re-submitted for FAA consideration. 
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 f. Copies of all ADO/block grant state approval letters for 
modifications shall be forwarded to AGL-620 for entry onto the Airports 
Division Modification to Standards File.  It is anticipated AGL-620 will 
develop a database that airport operators would utilize to determine if FAA 
previously approved a similar modification and therefore will not require 
additional FAA action. 
 

 
Jeri Alles 
Manager, Airports Division 
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APPENDIX 1 
 

CHANGES FROM PRIOR PPM 
 

1. Information contained in FAA Order 5300.1F has been incorporated into   
this PPM. 

 
2. Format has been changed to enhance clarity and understanding. 
 
3. Deleted appendices 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 and added new appendices 2, 3, and 

4. 
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APPENDIX 2 

 
 

SAMPLE CONSULTANT REQUEST LETTER FOR AAS-1 APPROVAL WITH CHECKLIST 
 

(Date) 
 
(For all AAS-1 approvals except for marking, lighting, and sign modifications) 
Mr. John Rice 
Manager, Engineering Specifications  
  Division, AAS-200 
 or 
(For AAS-1 approvals of marking, lighting, and sign modifications) 
Mr. Bob David 
Manager, Airport Safety and Operations  
 Division, AAS-300 
FAA 
National Headquarters 
800 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, D.C.  20591 
 
THROUGH: 
 
Manager, Safety/Standards Branch, AGL-620 
 
 
RE:  (Airport Name), (Associate City), (State) (brief description of 
modification to standard, revised construction procedure, or new material), 
(AIP project No.). 
 
Attached are the Modifications to Standards Checklist and the justification 
and supporting documentation for the (detailed description of modification of 
standards, revised construction method, or new material specification) at the 
(Airport Name). 
 
The subject project is to begin in (month & year) with completion scheduled 
for (month & year).  If you have any questions and/or concerns regarding this, 
please call our office (telephone number). 
 
Sincerely, 
(signature) 
(name) 
(title) 
 
 Great Lakes Region Concurs in the above proposal. 
   
 
 
 
             _____________  ________ 
   Signature   Date 
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MODIFICATIONS TO STANDARDS CHECKLIST 

 
Checklist For Modification to Standards Requiring 

Office of Airports Standards (AAS-1) Approval 
 
 

This checklist shall be completed and attached to all sponsor's requests for a 
modification of standards that require AAS-1 approval.  An explanation must be 
provided for any item that is not checked on the checklist and not included in 
the submittal package. 
 
_______ Description of the type of modification of standards per PPM 

5320.1G is included. 
 
_______ Description of unique local conditions requiring the modification 

to standards, revised procedure, or new material is included. 
 
_______ Discussion that explains how (modification, revised procedure, or 

new material) will provide an economical and feasible alternative 
is included. 

 
_______ Discussion that explains how (modification, revised procedure, or 

new material) will provide an acceptable level of safety and 
service life is included. 

 
_______ Documentation to support that (modification, revised procedure, or 

new material) was successfully utilized under similar conditions 
is included. 

 
_______ Discussion that explains previous FAA approvals, Engineering Brief 

coordination, and coverage by other specification (ASTM, AASHTO, & 
etc.) is included. 
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Modifications to Standards Approval Authority Table 
Appendix 4 

 
 
 

MODIFICATION ITEM APPROVAL AUTHORITY  
 ADO Block 

Grant 
State 

AAS-1 Remarks 

I.  Design Standards      
A.  All design standards including separation and vertical clearances 
except the following: 

X   Coordinate with 
AGL-620 for FAR 
Part 139 items  

1.  Standards for marking, lighting and signing   X  
2.  Standards for siting Navaids and lighting aids   X  
3.  Electrical equipment specifications listed in AC 150/5345-53   X  
4.  State design standards for nonprimary airports (in accordance with 
49 USC 47105 (c)  and AC 150/500-13A)  

 

  X  

II. Construction Methods and Material Specifications     
A.  First time use in region   X  
B.  Quality control criteria and acceptance testing   X  
C.  State construction standards for nonprimary airports (in accordance 
with 49 USC 47105 (c)  and AC 150/500-13A and 49 USC 47114(d)(5) for 
airfield pavements)  
 

  X  

D.  Items  previously found acceptable by AAS-1:     
1.  Addressed in Engineering Briefs X X  Copy to AGL-620 

& AAS-200 
2.  Local construction methods and material specifications 
except those reserved for approval  by AAS-1 

X X  Copy to AGL-620 
& AAS-200 

3. Construction method and material specification needed for unique 
local condition except those reserved for approval  by AAS-1 

X X  Copy to AGL-620 
& AAS-200 

4.  Modification to material specifications when local material cannot 
meet the standards except those reserved for approval  by  AAS-1 

X X  Copy to AGL-620 
& AAS-200 

5.  All modifications to standard specifications except those reserved 
for approval by AAS-1 [modification of aggregate gradation, material 
tests (soundness, abrasion, fractured faces), construction equipment 
specifications, and weather limitations] 

X X  Copy to AGL-620 
& AAS-200 

6.  General Provisions of AC 150/5370-10 to meet local laws. X X  Copy to AGL-620 
& AAS-200 

E.  Modifications to a construction method or a material specification 
with prior FAA approval and meets the same field conditions. 

   If successfully 
used may be 
used without 
further approval 
(see Para. 3.c. 
this PPM) 
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From: Ken Risse
To: Patrick Cotter
Subject: FW: Line of sight between runways
Date: Wednesday, January 14, 2015 4:34:47 PM

 
From: pat.oien@faa.gov [mailto:pat.oien@faa.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 25, 2010 7:46 AM
To: Ken Risse
Subject: Re: Line of sight between runways
 

Hi Ken, 
Item 2 refer to section 207..requires special studies to reduce separation on case by case basis 
Item 3 and 4...FAA is looking at these types of runways and it appears the recommendation will likely
be to separate them so their runway safety areas are separated. 
Apologize for the delay in answering.... 
Pat Oien, P.E.
Lead Planner
FAA Alaska Region
(907)271-5445 

From: "Ken Risse" <KenRisse@PDCENG.US>
To: John Lovett/AAL/FAA@FAA
Cc: "Royce Conlon" <RoyceConlon@PDCENG.US>, "Patrick Cotter" <PatrickCotter@PDCENG.US>, Pat Oien/AAL/FAA@FAA,

"Stumpf,  RJ (DOT)" <rj.stumpf@alaska.gov>, "Hall, Ivet (DOT)" <ivet.hall@alaska.gov>
Date: 05/18/2010 01:50 PM
Subject: Line of sight between runways

 

John, 
  
For the Nome Airport Master Plan, we are looking at line of sight requirements for several runway configurations.  

  
1)       X       For intersecting runways, AC 150/5300-13 provides clear guidance in Figure 5-6. 
  

2)       =       For parallel runways, I assume that if there is no intervisibility, the separation requirements for

simultaneous runways would apply.     Would intervisibility between the runways allow for less separation, or is an
air traffic control tower needed to assure the operations are not simultaneous? 
  
3)       |-      If runways have an approach over another runway, is there any guidance on visibility requirements or

separation between runways? 
  
4)      /  \    If crosswind runways are separate, and flight paths intersect,  is there any guidance on visibility or

separation requirements? 
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I’ll  be down in the Aleutians for a few days, but plan to return by Monday.  If you know of any guidance we
should be following, please pass it on to Royce or Patrick.   If I don’t get an email reply, I’ll  call you after I get back.

  
Thanks, 
Ken Risse, PE, Senior Associate 
Civil Engineer 

PDC Inc. Engineers
Planning Design Construction

1028 Aurora Drive | Fairbanks, Alaska 99709
v 907.452.1414 | f 907.456.2707 | www.pdceng.com 
          "Transforming Challenges into Solutions" 
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Brooks & Associates
1704 Rogers Park Court
Anchorage, AK  99508-4070

Public Open House
Wednesday, January 28, 2015, 4-7 pm

Anne Brooks, Public Involvement Coordinator
Brooks & Associate, 1704 Rogers Park Court, Anchorage, AK 99503
Toll free: 1-866-535-1877, Email: comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com

ADOT&PF operates Federal Programs without regard to race, color, national origin, sex, age, or 
disability. Full Title VI Nondiscrimination Policy: dot.alaska.gov/ tvi_statement.shtml. To file a 
complaint go to: dot. alaska.gov/cvlrts/titlevi.s html. ADOT&PF complies with Title II of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Individuals with disabilities who may need auxiliary aids, 
services, and/or special modifications to participate in this event should contact Anne Brooks at 
(907) 272-1877 to make necessary arrangements. Individuals with a hearing impairment can 
contact Relay Alaska at 711 for assistance. 

For more information or to submit a comment contact:

Also visit:  dot.alaska.gov/nreg/kotzebuemp

 Kotzebue Airport 
Master Plan Update
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 Kotzebue Airport 
Master Plan Update
AKSAS Project No. 62960, Federal Project No. 3-02-0160-013-2009 

The Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities 
(ADOT&PF) is updating the Kotzebue Airport Master Plan and holding 
a public meeting to gather feedback on proposed alternatives. 
Background on the project can be found at http://dot.alaska.gov/ 
nreg/kotzebuemp/. This project builds on the 2008 Airport Relocation 
Feasibility Study to identify improvements to the existing airport and 
focuses on evaluating the use, role and impact of the Kotzebue 
Airport in supporting aviation and the local economy. Public input is 
critical for the success of this project. As a user of the airport, please 
share your local knowledge with us and help make the new master 
plan responsive to the needs of the community.

Public Open House
Wednesday

 January 28, 2015, 4-7 pm
Presentations at 4:30 & 5:30 pm

Northwest Arctic Borough
Assembly Chambers

163 Lagoon Street, Kotzebue

Refreshments will
be provided!

STATE   OF  ALASKA 

TR
A

N
SP

O
RT

ATION  AND  PUBLIC  FACILITIES 

Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update - Public Involvement Appendix 
 IRIS No. Z629600000, Federal Project No. 3-02-0160-013-2009 C-1



Anne Brooks, Public Involvement Coordinator
Brooks & Associates
1704 Rogers Park Court, Anchorage, AK 99503
Toll free: 1-866-535-1877,
Email: comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com
ADOT&PF operates Federal Programs without regard to race, color, national 
origin, sex, age, or disability. Full Title VI Nondiscrimination Policy: dot.alaska. 
gov/tvi_statement.shtml. To file a complaint go to: dot.alaska.gov/ 
cvlrts/titlevi.shtml.  

For more information or to submit 
a comment contact:

STATE   OF   ALASKA 
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Website:  dot.alaska.gov/nreg/kotzebuemp

 Kotzebue Airport 
Master Plan Update

AKSAS Project No. 62960, Federal Project No. 3-02-0160-013-2009 

The Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities 
(ADOT&PF) is updating the Kotzebue Airport Master Plan and 
holding a public meeting to gather feedback on the 
proposed alternatives. Background on the project can be 
found at dot.alaska.gov/nreg/kotzebuemp.

Public Open House
Wednesday, January 28, 2015

Northwest Arctic Borough Assembly Chambers
163 Lagoon Street, Kotzebue

Refreshments will be provided!

4-7 pm, Presentations at 4:30 & 5:30 pm
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Camden Yehle <camden.brooksalaska@gmail.com>

Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update - Open House, January 28

Anne Brooks <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com> Wed, Jan 14, 2015 at 1:37 PM
Reply-To: comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com
To: camden.brooksalaska@gmail.com

- - - -

 

http://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/kotzebuemp/

 

866-535-1877
- comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com

dot.alaska.gov/tvi_statement.shtml
dot.alaska.gov/cvlrts/titlevi.shtml

(907) 272-1877
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Camden Yehle <camden.brooksalaska@gmail.com>

Reminder: Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update - Open House, January 28

Anne Brooks <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com> Tue, Jan 27, 2015 at 8:05 AM
Reply-To: comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com
To: camden.brooksalaska@gmail.com

- - - -

 

http://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/kotzebuemp/

 

866-535-1877
- comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com

dot.alaska.gov/tvi_statement.shtml
dot.alaska.gov/cvlrts/titlevi.shtml

(907) 272-1877
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For Immediate Release 
Contact: Anne Brooks, Public Involvement Coordinator 
Toll Free Telephone: 1-866-535-1877 
Email: comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com 
 
 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT 

KOTZEBUE AIRPORT MASTER PLAN UPDATE  

KOTZEBUE, ALASKA 

30 SECOND SPOT 

(Kotzebue, Alaska) – The Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (ADOT&PF) 

is updating the Kotzebue Airport Master Plan and holding a public meeting to gather feedback 

on proposed alternatives.  The meeting will be on Wednesday, January 28th, between 4 and 7 

p.m. with presentations at 4:30 and 5:30 p.m. at the Northwest Arctic Borough Assembly 

Chambers, which is at 163 Lagoon Street in Kotzebue. For more information call Anne Brooks 

toll free at 866-535-1877. 

### 
 
 
 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities oversees 254 airports, 11 
ferries serving 35 communities, 5,619 miles of highway and 720 public facilities 
throughout the state of Alaska. The mission of the department is to “Keep Alaska Moving 
through service and infrastructure.” 
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“Keep Alaska Moving through service and infrastructure.” 
 

Department of Transportation and  
Public Facilities 

 
NORTHERN REGION 

Planning 
2301 Peger Road 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99709-5316 
Main: 907-451-2237 
TDD: 907-451-2363 
Fax: 907-451-5126 

 
January 5, 2015 
 
 
Name 
Company 
Address Line 1 
City, State Zip 
 
Dear Name: 
 
Re: Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update 
 AKSAS Project No. 62960, Federal Project No. 3-02-0160-013-2009  
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (ADOT&PF) invites you to a 
briefing on the Kotzebue Airport Master Plan update. This is an opportunity to review features of the 
airport and its operation and plan for the future. The master plan update is an important requirement 
enabling ADOT&PF to continue receiving Federal Aviation Administration funding to support 
current and future projects at the Kotzebue airport.  

This project builds on the 2008 Airport Relocation Feasibility Study to identify improvements to the 
existing airport and recognizes that relocating the airport is not feasible due to funding constraints. 
 
The project team has completed the following portions of the update: 

• Inventory & Issues Summary  
• Aviation Demand Forecast 
• Requirements Analysis 
• Alternatives Development 

 
The team will be in Kotzebue to collect feedback on alternatives on January 28, 2015. We would 
like to brief local government and tribal officials at 2 p.m. January 28, 2015 in the Northwest Arctic 
Borough Assembly Chambers. At this time, you will be able to view our work, ask questions and 
help the team shape the master plan. 
 
We also invite you to attend the public meeting on January 28, 2015 from 4 to 7 p.m., in the 
Northwest Arctic Borough Assembly Chambers. The team will make presentations at 4:30 and 5:30 
p.m. 
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 - 2 - January 5, 2015 

 
We look forward to working with you. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Jeffery A. Roach 
Project Manager 
 
Project website: http://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/kotzebuemp/ 
 
Attachments: Letter Distribution List 
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1

Roach, Jeffery A (DOT)

From: Bailey, Meadow P (DOT)
Sent: Monday, September 08, 2014 2:38 PM
To: Roach, Jeffery A (DOT)
Subject: RE: Robert C. Iyatunguk commented on a link Alaska Department of Transportation & 

Public Facilities shared.

These are running in rotation. M
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2

 Roach, Jeffery A (DOT)  
 Monday, September 08, 2014 1:17 PM 

 Bailey, Meadow P (DOT) 
 RE: Robert C. Iyatunguk commented on a link Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities shared. 

Meadow,

Please provide me a screen shot of the Facebook ad for my files.

Thank you,

Jeff

 Bailey, Meadow P (DOT)  
 Monday, September 08, 2014 12:39 PM 

 Roach, Jeffery A (DOT) 
 Fwd: Robert C. Iyatunguk commented on a link Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities shared.

Jeff, would you like me to post responses to comments on the Facebook post or would you prefer to leave them 
alone? Below is the fist comment that we've received. Thank you! 
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January 23rd 2:26 pm |         

The general public probably doesn't give airports in the Arctic much of a second thought. You get on the plane, you get off the plane, you had
pretzels or peanuts, and that's the end of it.

But in reality, the everyday life in communities can impact the local airport, especially in the bigger hubs.

Public meetings in Barrow and Kotzebue help planners learn what the community needs most. And while master plans for airport improvements
and upgrades are set years in advance, there's always a little wiggle room if residents come up with some great ideas or have pressing concerns.

Last week in Barrow, the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities hosted a meeting on a proposed maintenance and operations
building, and improvements and expansions at the Wiley Post-Will Rogers Memorial Airport.

According to the DOT, the new combined maintenance facility will be located on the south side of the airport. The facility will include an aircraft
rescue and firefighting facility, snow removal equipment building, heated sand storage, de-icing chemical storage, dispensing vehicle and other
associated chemical handling equipment, and living quarters for airport personnel.

The north apron will also be extended to the south by 20 feet to allow planes to pass while the big jets are parked, and extended to the east
about 400 feet.

Both projects will be funded by the Federal Aviation Administration and the State of Alaska and work will optimistically begin work this summer.

The cost as outlined in the master plan for the facility is scheduled to cost around $12 million, though more recent estimates are lower, said
Royce Conlon, the consultant project manager with PDC Engineers, Inc.

The original cost estimate for the apron expansion was $13.5 million, though it will cost more, she said, adding that 93 percent of the money will
come from the FAA and will be matched by the state.

Interest at the meetings in Barrow was high, with about 30 people attending. There were no major worries about the projects, though comments
were made about the material to be used for the upgrades, as gravel is in short supply there. DOT will use its existing material for the project,
Conlon said.

"We didn't have any big concerns that might hold up the project or cause delays."

Master plan updates for the airports in both Barrow and Kotzebue were recently completed, outlining upcoming projects and projections. Updates
to the master plans are done approximately every 10 years and look 20 years into the future.

"We're asking the public for some ideas about what kind of development alternatives they would like to see at the airport in the future," said Jeff
Roach, the planning manager for aviation and highways with the DOT&PF Northern Region.

A public meeting in Kotzebue is slated for Jan. 28 from 4-7 p.m. at the borough chambers.

"We bring those ideas back and we put them together with the requirements that we have and the future forecast for aviation activity," Roach
said.

That draft is then brought back to the public for additional comment. The whole update takes about 18 months to complete.

Aviation activity — including the number of passengers, the number of aircraft, and the number of takeoffs and landings — in Kotzebue is
expected to grow modestly (by about 1 percent) in the coming years with that projection based on many social and economic factors within the
region.

"That forecast drives a lot of what our future development plans will be," he said.

The ongoing expansion in Kotzebue is expected to be completed this summer with the general aviation apron expansion up for construction bid
in 2016, Roach said.

A previous idea to relocate the airport has been ditched after a study found that it's not financially feasible.

"But we'll be looking at ways to improve operations and meet standards at the existing airport," he said.

More aviation parking, a venue and ramp to house seaplanes, improved taxiways and increased vehicle parking are all potential upcoming
developments in the updated plan.
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"We're always looking for public input in order to ensure that we're developing the airport for the maximization of the public," Roach said.

The current airport master plan itself will cost around $300,000 to update.
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Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update 
AKSAS Project No. 62960, Federal Project No. 3-02-0160-013-2009 
 

 
Dated 1/13/2015 Project website: http://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/kotzebuemp/ 

FA
C

T
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H
E

E
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Project Scope 
The purpose of this project is to 
reevaluate the future use, role, 
and impact of the Kotzebue airport 
over the next 20 years. The 
master plan update provides an 
opportunity to review all features 
of the airport, its operation, and 
plan for the future. In addition, the 
master plan update is an important 
requirement enabling ADOT&PF 
to receive Federal Aviation 
Administration funding to support 
current and future projects at the 
Kotzebue airport. 
 
Public comment and input will be 
accepted and considered 
throughout the planning process. 
 
 
Project Schedule 
The following table shows team 
work products and schedule.  

Deliverable or Milestone Schedule Status 
Inventory & Issues summary July 29, 2014 Complete 
Aviation demand forecast October, 2014 Complete 
Requirements analysis chapter December, 2014 Complete 
Public Meeting #1 January 28, 2015 On schedule 
Alternatives February, 2015 On schedule 
Implementation Plan February, 2015 On schedule 
Financial Implementation March, 2015 On schedule 
Draft Master Plan document April, 2015 On schedule 
Public meeting #2 May, 2015 On schedule 
Airport Layout Plan July, 2015 On schedule 
Final Master Plan document July, 2015 On schedule 

 
For more information contact: 
Anne Brooks, P.E. 
Public Involvement Coordinator 
Brooks & Associates 
Tel:  (907) 272-1877 
E-mail: anne.brooksalaska@gmail.com 

Jeff Roach, P.E. 
Project Manager 
ADOT&PF Northern Region 
Tel: (907) 451-2381 
E-mail: jeff.roach@alaska.gov  

 

j

Figure 1 Kotzebue Overview 
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Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update 
AKSAS Project No. 62960, Federal Project No. 3-02-0160-013-2009 

 
Comment Sheet 

Please use this form to provide written comments about the Airport Master Plan 
Update. Thanks for your input!  

 
 

Project website: dot.alaska.gov/nreg/kotzebuemp 

 
Name 

Street Address or PO Box  

City, State, Zip 

Email Phone 

Your comments: 
 

 
 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

If you need more space, continue your comment on the back of the page. 
Please send written comments via: 

Mail  
Brooks & Associates 
Attn: Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update 
1704 Rogers Park Court 
Anchorage, AK 99508 

 Call 
Alaska Relay  
TTY 800-770-8973 or  
Toll Free: 1-866-535-1877 

 Email 
comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com 

 

Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update - Public Involvement Appendix 
 IRIS No. Z629600000, Federal Project No. 3-02-0160-013-2009 C-20



 
 
 
 

Brooks &Associates 
1704 Rogers Park Court 
Anchorage, AK 99508 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(To mail, fold here, tape lower edge, and affix first class stamp) 

 
 

Comments continued: 

 
 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Stamp 

Brooks & Associates 
Attn: Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update 
1704 Rogers Park Court 
Anchorage, AK 99508 
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Welcome! 
•  Introductions 
•  Project background 
•  Timeline & process 
•  Public involvement opportunities 
•  Next steps 
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Project team 
•  ADOT&PF 

  Jeff Roach 
  Al Beck, PE 
  Alexa Greene 
  Alvin Werneke 

•  Technical advisors 

•  PDC Engineers 
  Royce Conlon, PE 
  Patrick Cotter 
  Bryan Hill 

•  Brooks & Associates 
  Anne Brooks, PE 
  Camden Yehle 

•  Prepare an update to the Airport Master Plan 
  Previous master plan update in 1998 

•  Considerable changes since then 
•  Relocation study 2008 

  Guide funding decisions for 20 years 
  Provides basis for prioritizing improvements 

•  Funded by FAA & ADOT&PF 

Scope and Funding 
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Other related projects 
•  Runway Safety Area Expansion 

  In construction 
•  Apron Expansion 

  Waiting for outcome of master plan 

Schedule & Process 

INVESTIGATION SOLUTIONS IMPLEMENTATION 

OPEN HOUSE 
January 2015 

OPEN HOUSE 
May 2015 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
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•  Identify issues 
•  Inventory facilities 
•  Forecast aviation activity 
•  Determine facility requirements 
•  Develop and evaluate alternatives 
•  Prepare Implementation Plan 

Master Planning Steps 

•  We seek public input from airport users, 
businesses, air carriers, and you 
  Talk to Project Team 
  Watch web site: 
http://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/kotzebuemp/ 
  Attend public meetings, provide written or oral 
comments 

Public Participation Throughout 
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•  Airport user interviews 
•  Previous projects: 

  1998 Master Plan 
  Relocation Feasibility 
  RSA Feasibility 

Identify Issues & Needs 

Inventory (Completed) 
•  Airfield 
•  Lease lots 
•  Maintenance & operations 
•  Parking/access 
•  Security  
•  Natural environment 
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Forecast (Completed) 

• 

• 
• 
• 

•  Airport shortcomings 
  Airside 

•  GA tie-downs 
•  Apron space 

  Landside 
•  Access control / security  

Facility Requirements (Completed) 
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Alternatives 
•  Develop alternative concepts 
•  Evaluate impacts of each alternative 

  Environmental 
  Financial 
  Socioeconomic 

•  Select preferred alternative 

•  Primary Elements: 
  Taxiways 
  Aprons: 

•  Tie-downs 
•  Transient parking 

Alternatives 
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Apron Alternatives 

Crosswind 
Alternatives 

• 
• 
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Implementation Plan 
•  Short-, mid-, and long-term projects 
•  Project cost estimates 
•  Funding options & eligibility 

•  Draft master plan 
  Expected May 2015 
  Second open house 

•  Final master plan 

Master Plan Document 
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•  Refine alternatives 
•  Select preferred alternative 
•  Develop implementation plan 

Next Steps 

Patrick Cotter 
Lead Planner 

452-1414 
patrickcotter@pdceng.com  

Direct comments to: 
Jeff Roach 

ADOT&PF Project Manager 
451-2381 

Jeff.roach@alaska.gov  

Anne Brooks 
Public Involvement Lead 

272-1877 
a.brooks@brooks-alaska.com 

 
Website: 

http://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/kotzebuemp  
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Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update 
AKSAS Project No. 62960, Federal Project No. 3-02-0160-013-2009  
 

MEETING NOTES 
 

SUBJECT: Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update 
PROJECT NO.: AKSAS Project No. 62960 

Federal Project No. 3-02-0160-013-2009  
GROUP: Public 

DATE: Wednesday, January 28, 2015 
TIME: Agencies: 2 to 3 p.m. 

Public: 4 to 7 p.m., presentations at 4:30 and 5:30 p.m. 
LOCATION: Northwest Arctic Borough Assembly Chambers 

MEETING OUTREACH: See Table 1. Meeting Outreach 
MEETING ATTENDANCE: 31 people signed in 

MEETING MATERIALS: Aerial photo, comment sheets, PowerPoint presentation, boards 
with improvement alternatives 

STAFF PRESENT: ADOT&PF: Jeff Roach, Alvin Werneke 
PDC Engineers: Patrick Cotter, Bryan Hill 

Brooks & Associates: Camden Yehle 

MEETING INFORMATION:  

Two meetings were held, one in the afternoon for agency representatives, and one in the evening 
for members of the community. At both meetings attendees were greeted at the door and asked to 
sign-in. Staff members were on hand to answer questions. An overview presentation of the 
project was given and questions from attendees were answered throughout.   

The project team recorded the following comments, which have been categorized and 
alphabetized by subject. Team responses are in italics. 

Access 

One person asked if the road would remain around the west end of the airport. Pat Cotter (PDC) 
responded that this project would not affect the road. 

Emergency Response 

One person discussed safety issues about loose gravel at the Kotzebue Airport that caused the 
U.S. Coast Guard to not want to develop a base in Kotzebue. Jeff Roach (ADOT&PF) explained 
the U.S. Coast Guard was using the crosswind runway, which has a gravel surface. They 
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Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update – January 28, 2015 Public Meeting Notes 
 

Page 2 of 7 

indicated they are interested in building a base of assistance further north than Kotzebue at this 
time. 

An attendee wanted to make sure that medical evacuation (medevac) operations had enough 
space at the airport. Pat Cotter responded that medevac personnel are currently met on the East 
Ramp and occasionally on the West Ramp and the team has not heard of a need for more space. 

Floatplanes 
 
A question was asked about which floatplane area would be more economical. Pat Cotter 
responded that the lagoon would be more economical because no land would need to be 
purchased and no dredging would have to be done. Alvin Werneke (ADOT&PF) added that 
pilots would like the keep the floatplane area at the lagoon because it is more protected from 
inclement weather. 

Funding 

One person asked about the improvement schedule and if funding is secured for these 
improvements. Pat Cotter answered that the team will be back in May to present the revised 
alternatives and the proposed timeline for prioritized improvements. The Master Plan Update 
would be completed this summer. Funding would have to be secured for each project. 

One person was concerned that the current fiscal situation with the Alaska government might 
affect funding for the projects in the Master Plan. Jeff Roach responded that the FAA funds most 
of the projects and the state match is small enough that we have not had difficulty obtaining it. 

Lease Lots 

Several people expressed concern about the capacity of the Alaska Airlines terminal and 
available vehicle parking. Jeff Roach explained that ADOT&PF couldn’t invest in private lease 
lots, including the Alaska Airlines lease lot. He added that the amount of parking is sufficient, 
according to FAA standards, for the current use even though it is very busy when full planes 
come in. 

Several people asked if there is room for Alaska Airlines to expand. Jeff Roach answered that 
there is some room for expansion on the existing lease lot, even if it is not the expansion that the 
community would like to see. Pat Cotter added that in the past a combined terminal has been 
looked at that could house multiple carriers, but it does not seem to be an option without support 
from the air carriers. Jeff Roach added that because of state leasing rules ADOT&PF could not 
force companies to move from one lease lot to another. The northeast apron with a new taxiway 
would open up space for development of new lease lots. Moving the current small aircraft 
parking would open up a new apron-front lease lot as well. 

Most of the improvements being suggested are for smaller aircraft. The commenter wanted to 
know if any of the commercial airlines were considering expanding operations. Jeff Roach 
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Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update – January 28, 2015 Public Meeting Notes 
 

Page 3 of 7 

replied that space at the airport for smaller aircraft is currently limited and demand is 
increasing by about 1% per year, but large aircraft operators have not indicated they have any 
plans for expansion. 

Several questions were asked about possible uses for airport property. A restaurant, a fish 
processing operation, and meat freezers were mentioned. Pat Cotter explained that because it is 
airport property, which is supported by FAA funding, all lease lots and other airport property 
must be used strictly for aviation purposes. The exception is if the restaurant or other amenities 
are inside the terminal and supported by the leaseholder. There are also exceptions for non-
aviation use areas on airports. 

One person wanted the team to evaluate alternatives based on which one encourages airlines to 
provide a better experience for passengers. Pat Cotter explained that comments would be taken 
under consideration as alternatives are revised. Improvements in the master plan would be 
designed to facilitate expansion of lease lots. Therefore if companies choose to do so, they could 
expand or improve their operations. 

One person asked about moving the large aircraft parking instead of moving the transient aircraft 
parking. There was concern about safety of passengers. Pat Cotter asked if he meant adding a 
combined use terminal. He said yes. Pat Cotter explained that Alaska Airlines seems disinclined 
to invest money in a new terminal. 
 
A commenter asked if a fire lane is required in front of the Alaska Airlines buildings because 
when cars are parked in front there is not room for emergency response vehicles. Jeff Roach 
responded that the fire marshal is responsible for approving building plans for lease lots and all 
of the building plans have been approved. 

A question was asked about where airport/airline employees are supposed to park. Jeff Roach 
responded that airport/airline leaseholders are required to provide employee parking on their 
lease lots. Lease lots are inspected to ensure parking rules are followed. 
 
Two people expressed concerns that the master plan does not take a community-oriented look at 
the airport that would encourage airlines to make flying in and out of Kotzebue airport more 
pleasant for passengers. Pat Cotter answered that the team will be looking at optimizing 
available lease lots as part of the update, but they cannot force leaseholders to make 
improvements. 

An attendee asked if anything will be done to increase efficiency at the airport and if it is 
possible to move buildings. Jeff Roach responded that it is usually not practical to relocate 
leaseholders. Lease lots cannot be restricted, which can result in cargo operations alternating 
with passenger operations. 
 
One person asked if the two big hangers would stay. Jeff Roach responded that they would 
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remain. 
 

Material Sites 

One person asked where the materials would come from to build the improvements identified in 
the airport master plan. Jeff Roach said that the construction contractor typically chooses the 
material site. The sites would be known after each project is bid and the construction contractor 
chosen.  

Miscellaneous Issues 

How does the 1% growth rate in aircraft traffic compare to other hub communities? Pat Cotter 
responded that Barrow’s growth rate is a bit higher due to oil industry growth in that area.  

An attendee asked what an apron is. Pat Cotter responded that it is a generic term that means 
where airplanes park. 

A question was asked about freight costs. Pat Cotter responded that is not likely that any of the 
projects outlined by the Master Plan Update will affect the cost to ship freight. Typically the cost 
of freight responds to other factors, like fuel cost. 

Navigation Aids 

An attendee asked if the navigation towers on the hill were still in use and if any could be 
removed because they are limiting development on the hill. Jeff Roach explained that as non-
directional beacons (NDB) stop working the FAA decommissions them. The Very High 
Frequency Omni-directional Range (VOR) equipment will be in place for the next five to ten 
years, but after that satellite based Global Positioning System (GPS) units will be the preferred 
navigational method. GPS does not depend on ground-based equipment.  

Other Airport Projects 

One person asked what remains of construction that has been occurring at the airport. Jeff Roach 
responded there are gates and lighting to be installed and the hillside must be stabilized, but the 
majority of the construction is complete.  

One commenter arrived late and expressed concerns about making a road in his back yard, which 
is where he sets a salmon net. He also did not want blocks where there is gravel because that is 
where he sets his net. He indicated he would like to attend more meetings. The team reassured 
him that the road is not going through as part of this project and he will still be able to set net 
near his home. 

Parking 
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One person asked what the definition of "adequate parking" is. Jeff Roach answered that the 
FAA has a formula for the number of parking spaces for a particular lease facility type. If we try 
to build more parking than the formula calls for, the FAA may not want to fund the project. 

One person asked if more long-term parking would be in the plan. Pat Cotter answered that 
long-term and common area parking is being looked at in the Master Plan Update. Alvin added 
that the 5th Avenue extension parking lots always have spaces but people don't like to walk far.  

Runway Length 

One person asked if there was a way to use a heavy-duty culvert to extend the runway on the east 
end of the lagoon. Pat Cotter responded that it is actually the hill with the cemetery that limits 
the length of the runway because it is in the way of the approach. 
 
One person commented that ADOT&PF did the right thing keeping the channel open at the east 
end of the runway. 

An attendee asked why ADOT&PF is only providing a 6000-foot runway. Providing a regulation 
runway is part of providing a public service and it is disappointing to not see it in the Master 
Plan. Pat Cotter responded that airlines would like to have 7000 feet of runway but the option 
was explored in a previous study and was determined to not be a feasible option. The current 
runway length meets the requirements for the design aircraft, 737-700, used for the update. The 
team asked Alaska Airlines if they plan to fly bigger aircraft into Kotzebue and they do not at this 
time. If the runway surface is contaminated with ice, snow, or water they have to either cancel 
the flight or fly in with a lighter load to accommodate the increased stopping distance. 

An attendee asked if Boeing 747 jets would be flying into Kotzebue in 20 years. Pat Cotter 
responded that Boeing 747's are not part of the current 20 year forecast at this time. 
 
Safety 

Airport Way is fully developed up to the airport but there is a narrow 300-foot section that 
connects to 3rd Avenue. 50-75% of traffic comes to the airport from 3th Avenue, not from 5th 
Avenue, through this section including cars, freight, and pedestrians. The commenter stated that 
he had nearly been run over there. Jeff Roach responded that Airport Way is on airport property 
and can be evaluated as part of the Master Plan Update. 

An attendee asked which projects would be the near-term projects. Pat Cotter suggested 
realigning the taxiway would likely be a near term project. Jeff Roach added that projects 
related to safety and non-standard geometry issues, like aircraft parking adjacent to the 
crosswind runway, would be addressed first. 

One person was concerned about airplanes hitting birds. Pat Cotter discussed the challenges of 
having water all around the airport. Jeff Roach added that a wildlife management plan is in 
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place, but there are other things that might be done. For example the space between the apron 
and the runway could be filled in to mitigate some concerns about bird strikes. 

Utilities 

Planning should include upgrading and rerouting utilities. The utility systems are aging and some 
are built on filled-in tundra. Coordination with ADOT&PF and the FAA on rerouting the force 
main last summer was appreciated. Pat Cotter replied that as the planning process moves 
forward, budget estimates will be done and the utility improvements will be evaluated at that 
time.  

Email comment about lighting 

Email comment: For the last five years I have been in regular contact with both the Airport 
Manager, Calvin Schaeffer, and the Western Operations Maintenance Manager, Evan Booth, 
regarding the lighting on the approach roads and parking areas on the public side of the airport. 
At any given time half or more of the streetlights are burned out. Even the NW [north west] 
facing light on the Sand Storage Building which helps illuminate the Fifth Avenue approach 
went for months without re lamping. Currently there are three (3) street lights out as well as the 
one on the Sand Storage Building.  

Let me point out that these are NOT Kotzebue Electric Assn./City of Kotzebue street lights, 
KEA is quick at re lamping their burned out street lights.  

The explanation I have gotten was that there was an underground cable problem and wait until 
Summer. But then the following Fall they were still out. The last explanation was that DOT/PF 
was relying upon the leaseholders to illuminate their areas. The irony of this excuse is that as 
soon as DOT/PF installed the central street light in front of Alaska Airlines, the building side-
light on Bering Air was removed, Frontier turned one of their two lights off, and FBX 
permanently turned off their outside light.  

These are, frankly, lame excuses. But the problem has not been fixed and this is a public safety 
hazard and only gets worse as the airport traffic increases.  

There also needs to be better illumination of Airport Way from the Third Avenue side. A street 
light was added to an existing pole which contains the heat trace control box and service which 
helped (it was really a dark morass before) but there is a need for another light at the intersection 
and possibly a third by the Bering Air Brown Hanger.  

 

Table 1. Meeting Outreach 
Date Outreach method Description 

1/7/2015 Postcard mailer Inviting the public to the open house 
1/12/2015 State of Alaska Online Inviting the public to the open house  
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Date Outreach method Description 
Notice 

1/14/2015 Display advertising in 
Anchorage Daily News 

Inviting the public to the open house  

1/14/2015 Public service announcement 
request sent to GCI Cable, 
KINU-FM, and KOTZ-AM 

Sent with request to broadcast announcement 
inviting public to meeting 

1/14/2015 
1/27/2015 

Constant Contact email Provide email invitation to the meeting to 
project stakeholders 

1/14/2015 Facebook ad Inviting the public to the open house 

1/15/2015  Display advertising in Arctic 
Sounder 

Inviting the public to the open house  

1/16/2015 Display advertising in 
Fairbanks Daily News Miner 

Inviting the public to the open house  

12/15/2015 Project website Project specific website hosted by ADOT&PF 
& formatted in accordance with Department 
specifications 

 
 
Related documents on file: 

Advertising  
Display Boards 
Handouts (Comment Sheet, Fact Sheet)  
Letter to Agencies 
Postcard Mailer 
PowerPoint presentation 
Public Service Announcement 
Sign in Sheets 
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Brooks & Associates
1704 Rogers Park Court
Anchorage, AK  99508-4070

Public Open House
Tuesday, June 16, 2015, 4-7 pm

Brooks & Associates, Attn: Kotzebue AMP
1704 Rogers Park Court, Anchorage, AK 99503
Toll free: 1-866-535-1877, Email: comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com

ADOT&PF operates Federal Programs without regard to race, color, national origin, sex, age, or 
disability. Full Title VI Nondiscrimination Policy: dot.alaska.gov/tvi_statement.shtml. To file a 
complaint go to: dot.alaska.gov/cvlrts/titlevi.shtml. ADOT&PF complies with Title II of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Individuals with disabilities who may need auxiliary aids, 
services, and/or special modifications to participate in this event should contact Anne Brooks at 
(866) 535-1877 to make necessary arrangements. Individuals with a hearing impairment can 
contact Relay Alaska at 711 for assistance. 

For more information or to submit a comment contact:

Also visit:  dot.alaska.gov/nreg/kotzebuemp
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 Kotzebue Airport 
Master Plan Update
AKSAS Project No. 62960, Federal Project No. 3-02-0160-013-2009 

The Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities 
(ADOT&PF) is updating the Kotzebue Airport Master Plan and holding 
a public meeting to gather feedback on the draft document. This 
project identifies improvements to the existing airport and focuses on 
evaluating the use, role and impact of the Kotzebue Airport in 
supporting aviation and the local economy. Please review the Draft 
Master Plan document on the website 
http://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/kotzebuemp/ and bring your questions to 
the meeting. The document will be posted the week of June 8, 2015. 
The comment submittal deadline is July 17, 2015.

Public Open House
Tuesday

June 16, 2015, 4-7 pm
Presentations at 4:30 & 5:30 pm

Northwest Arctic Borough
Assembly Chambers

163 Lagoon Street, Kotzebue

Refreshments will
be provided!

STATE   OF  ALASKA 
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ATION  AND  PUBLIC  FACILITIES 
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Brooks & Associates, Attn: Kotzebue AMP 
1704 Rogers Park Court, Anchorage, AK 99503
Toll free telephone: 1-866-535-1877
Email: comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com
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national origin, sex, age, or disability. Full Title VI Nondiscrimination 
Policy: dot.alaska. gov/tvi_statement.shtml. To file a complaint go to: 
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Website:  dot.alaska.gov/nreg/kotzebuemp

 Kotzebue Airport 
Master Plan Update

AKSAS Project No. 62960, Federal Project No. 3-02-0160-013-2009 

The Alaska Department of Transportation & Public 
Facilities (ADOT&PF) is updating the Kotzebue Airport 
Master Plan and holding a public meeting to gather 
feedback on the draft document. This project identifies 
improvements to the existing airport and focuses on 
evaluating the use, role and impact of the Kotzebue 
Airport in supporting aviation and the local economy. 
Please review the Draft Master Plan document on the 
website http://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/ kotzebuemp/ and 
bring your questions to the meeting. The document will 
be posted the week of June 8, 2015. The comment 
submittal deadline is July 17, 2015.

Public Open House
Tuesday, June 16, 2015

Northwest Arctic Borough Assembly Chambers
163 Lagoon Street, Kotzebue

Refreshments will be provided!

4-7 pm, Presentations at 4:30 & 5:30 pm
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6/2/2015 Gmail - Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update - Open House, June 16

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=1817a7ed95&view=pt&search=inbox&msg=14db5a6d28402c0e&siml=14db5a6d28402c0e 1/2

Camden Yehle <camden.brooksalaska@gmail.com>

Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update - Open House, June 16

Anne Brooks <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com> Tue, Jun 2, 2015 at 11:01 AM
Reply-To: comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com
To: camden.brooksalaska@gmail.com

AKSAS Project No. 62960/Federal Project No. 3-02-0160-013-2009

When: Tuesday, June 16, 2015
4 to 7 p.m., Presentations at 4:30 and 5:30 p.m.

Where: Northwest Arctic Borough Assembly Chambers, 163 Lagoon St, Kotzebue, AK
Refreshments will be provided
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (ADOT&PF) is updating the
Kotzebue Airport Master Plan and holding a public meeting to gather feedback on the
draft document. This project identifies improvements to the existing airport and focuses
on evaluating the use, role and impact of the Kotzebue Airport in supporting aviation
and the local economy. Please review the Draft Master Plan document on the
website and bring your questions to the meeting. The document will be posted the week
of June 8, 2015. The comment submittal deadline is July 17, 2015.
 
For more information contact:

Public Involvement Coordinator
Brooks & Associates
Toll Free Phone: 866-535-1877
E-mail: comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com

dot.alaska.gov/tvi_statement.shtml
dot.alaska.gov/cvlrts/titlevi.shtml

(907) 272-1877
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6/2/2015 Gmail - Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update - Agency Meeting, June 16, 1 p.m.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=1817a7ed95&view=pt&search=inbox&msg=14db4ca74210dae9&siml=14db4ca74210dae9 1/2

Camden Yehle <camden.brooksalaska@gmail.com>

Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update - Agency Meeting, June 16, 1 p.m.

Anne Brooks <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com> Tue, Jun 2, 2015 at 7:00 AM
Reply-To: comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com
To: camden.brooksalaska@gmail.com

AKSAS Project No. 62960/Federal Project No. 3-02-0160-013-2009

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (ADOT&PF) invites you to
a briefing on the Kotzebue Airport Master Plan update.

The team will be in Kotzebue to collect feedback on the Draft Master Plan Document on
June 16, 2015. We would like to brief local government and tribal officials at 1 p.m.
June 16, 2015 in the Northwest Arctic Borough Assembly Chambers. At this time, you
will be able to view our work, ask questions, and help the team shape the master plan.

Please review the Draft Master Plan document on the website and bring your questions
to the meeting. The document will be posted the week of June 8, 2015. The comment
submittal deadline is July 17, 2015.

We also invite you to attend the public meeting at on June 16, 2015 from 4 to 7 p.m., in
the Northwest Arctic Borough Assembly Chambers. The team will make presentations at
4:30 and 5:30 p.m.
 

When: Tuesday, June 16, 2015
1 p.m.

Where: Northwest Arctic Borough Assembly Chambers, 163 Lagoon St, Kotzebue

When: Tuesday, June 16, 2015
4 to 7 p.m., Presentations at 4:30 and 5:30 p.m.

Where: Northwest Arctic Borough Assembly Chambers, 163 Lagoon St, Kotzebue
Refreshments will be provided

 
For more information contact:

Public Involvement Coordinator
Brooks & Associates
Toll Free Phone: 866-535-1877
E-mail: comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com
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 IRIS No. Z629600000, Federal Project No. 3-02-0160-013-2009 C-50



6/2/2015 Gmail - Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update - Agency Meeting, June 16, 1 p.m.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=1817a7ed95&view=pt&search=inbox&msg=14db4ca74210dae9&siml=14db4ca74210dae9 2/2

dot.alaska.gov/tvi_statement.shtml
dot.alaska.gov/cvlrts/titlevi.shtml

(907) 272-1877

 

 

Forward email

This email was sent to camden.brooksalaska@gmail.com by comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com |  
Update Profile/Email Address | Rapid removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

Brooks and Associates | 1704 Rogers Park Court | Anchorage | AK | 99508
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6/23/2015 Gmail - Reminder: Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update - Open House, June 16

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=1817a7ed95&view=pt&search=inbox&msg=14df7f5cd4949718&siml=14df7f5cd4949718 1/2

Camden Yehle <camden.brooksalaska@gmail.com>

Reminder: Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update - Open House, June 16

Anne Brooks <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com> Mon, Jun 15, 2015 at 8:03 AM
Reply-To: comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com
To: camden.brooksalaska@gmail.com

AKSAS Project No. 62960/Federal Project No. 3-02-0160-013-2009

When: Tuesday, June 16, 2015
4 to 7 p.m., Presentations at 4:30 and 5:30 p.m.

Where: Northwest Arctic Borough Assembly Chambers, 163 Lagoon St, Kotzebue, AK
Refreshments will be provided
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (ADOT&PF) is updating the
Kotzebue Airport Master Plan and holding a public meeting to gather feedback on the
draft document. This project identifies improvements to the existing airport and focuses
on evaluating the use, role and impact of the Kotzebue Airport in supporting aviation
and the local economy. Please review the Draft Master Plan document on the
website and bring your questions to the meeting. The comment submittal deadline is
July 17, 2015.
 
For more information contact:

Public Involvement Coordinator
Brooks & Associates
Toll Free Phone: 866-535-1877
E-mail: comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com

dot.alaska.gov/tvi_statement.shtml
dot.alaska.gov/cvlrts/titlevi.shtml

(907) 272-1877
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6/23/2015 Public Meeting for Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update, 62960/3-02-0160-013-2009 - Alaska Online Public Notices

https://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/View.aspx?id=177213 1/2

Public Meeting for Kotzebue Airport Master Plan
Update, 62960/3-02-0160-013-2009

The Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (ADOT&PF) is updating the Kotzebue Airport Master Plan and
holding a public meeting to gather feedback on the draft document. This project identifies improvements to the existing airport
and focuses on evaluating the use, role and impact of theKotzebue Airport in supporting aviation and the local economy.

Please review the Draft Master Plan document on the website http://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/kotzebuemp/ and bring your
questions to the meeting. The document is posted on the website under the documents section, named “Draft Kotzebue Airport
Master Plan.”  The comment submittal deadline is July 17, 2015.

  

              When: 4-7 p.m., Tuesday, June 16, 2015

               Where: Northwest Arctic Borough Assembly Chamber, 163 Lagoon St., Kotzebue, AK

 Presentations: 4:30 and 5:30 p.m.

               Refreshments will be provided

For more information or to submit a comment contact:

Brooks & Associates

Attn: Kotzebue AMP

1704 Rogers Park Court

Anchorage, AK 99503

Toll free telephone: (866) 535-1877

Email: comments.brooksalaska@gmail

ADOT&PF operates Federal Programs without regard to race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. Full Title VI
Nondiscrimination Policy: http://dot.alaska.gov/tvi_statement.shtml.  To file a complaint go to:
http://dot.alaska.gov/cvlrts/titlevi.shtml.   ADOT&PF complies with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.
Individuals with disabilities who may need auxiliary aids, services, and/or special modifications to participate in this event
should contact Anne Brooks at (866) 535-1877 to make necessary arrangements. Individuals with a hearing impairment can
contact Relay Alaska at 711 for assistance.
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For Immediate Release 
Contact: Anne Brooks, Public Involvement Coordinator 
Toll Free Telephone: 1-866-535-1877 
Email: comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com 
 
 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT 

KOTZEBUE AIRPORT MASTER PLAN UPDATE  

KOTZEBUE, ALASKA 

30 SECOND SPOT 

(Kotzebue, Alaska) – The Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (ADOT&PF) 

is updating the Kotzebue Airport Master Plan and is holding a public meeting to gather feedback 

on the Draft Master Plan document. The meeting will be on Tuesday, June 16th, between 4 and 7 

p.m. with presentations at 4:30 and 5:30 p.m. at the Northwest Arctic Borough Assembly 

Chambers, which is at 163 Lagoon Street in Kotzebue. For more information call Anne Brooks 

toll free at 866-535-1877. 

### 
 
 
 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities oversees 254 airports, 11 
ferries serving 35 communities, 5,619 miles of highway and 720 public facilities 
throughout the state of Alaska. The mission of the department is to “Keep Alaska Moving 
through service and infrastructure.” 
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Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update 
AKSAS Project No. 62960, Federal Project No. 3-02-0160-013-2009  
 

 
Updated 6/1/2015 Project website: http://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/kotzebuemp/ 

FA
C

T
 S

H
E

E
T

 
Project Scope 
The purpose of this project is to 
evaluate the future use, role, and 
impact of the Kotzebue airport over the 
next 20 years. A master plan is 
required in order to receive Federal 
Aviation Administration funding to 
support current and future projects at 
the Kotzebue airport. 

The team has completed a draft of the 
document and it is ready for your 
review. The master plan is organized 
in the following chapters: 

• Introduction 
• Existing Conditions and Issues 
• Forecast of Aviation Activity 
• Facility Requirements 
• Alternatives 
• Implementation Plan 

• Financial Analysis 
• Public Participation 
• Conclusion 

 

The document is available for review on the project website. Download the whole document 
or view a chapter at a time. You may also contact the project team to request a copy.  

 

Public comment and input on the draft document will be accepted through July 17, 2015. 

 
Project Schedule 

 Deliverable or Milestone Schedule Status 
Inventory & Issues summary July 29, 2014 

Complete 

Aviation demand forecast October, 2014 
Requirements analysis chapter December, 2014 
Alternatives February, 2015 
Implementation Plan February, 2015 
Financial Analysis March, 2015 
Draft Master Plan document May, 2015 
Public meeting #2 June 16, 2015  

On schedule 
 

Airport Layout Plan July, 2015 
Final Master Plan document July, 2015 

 
For more information contact: 
Anne Brooks, P.E. 
Public Involvement Coordinator 
Brooks & Associates 
Tel:  (907) 272-1877 
E-mail: anne.brooksalaska@gmail.com 

Jeff Roach, P.E. 
Project Manager 
ADOT&PF Northern Region 
Tel: (907) 451-2381 
E-mail: jeff.roach@alaska.gov  

 

Figure 1 Kotzebue Overview 
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Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update 
AKSAS Project No. 62960, Federal Project No. 3-02-0160-013-2009 

 
Comment Sheet 

Please use this form to provide written comments about the Airport Master Plan 
Update. Thanks for your input!  

 
 

Project website: dot.alaska.gov/nreg/kotzebuemp 

Name 

Street Address or PO Box  

City, State, Zip 

Email Phone 

Your comments: 
 

 
 
 

 

   

 

 

If you need more space, continue your comment on the back of the page. 

How did you hear about the meeting? 

 
Please send written comments via: 

Mail  
Brooks & Associates 
Attn: Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update 
1704 Rogers Park Court 
Anchorage, AK 99508 

 Call 
Alaska Relay  
TTY 800-770-8973 or  
Toll Free: 1-866-535-1877 

 Email 
comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com 
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Brooks &Associates 
1704 Rogers Park Court 
Anchorage, AK 99508 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(To mail, fold here, tape lower edge, and affix first class stamp) 

 
 

Comments continued: 

 
 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Stamp 

Brooks & Associates 
Attn: Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update 
1704 Rogers Park Court 
Anchorage, AK 99508 
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Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update 
AKSAS Project No. 62960, Federal Project No. 3-02-0160-013-2009  
 

MEETING NOTES 
 

SUBJECT: Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update 
PROJECT NO.: AKSAS Project No. 62960 

Federal Project No. 3-02-0160-013-2009  
GROUP: Public 

DATE: Tuesday, June 16, 2015 
55 degrees F and sunny 

TIME: 4 to 7 p.m., presentations at 4:30 and 5:30 p.m. 
LOCATION: Northwest Arctic Borough Assembly Chambers 

MEETING OUTREACH: See Table 1. Meeting Outreach 
MEETING ATTENDANCE: 15 people signed in 

MEETING MATERIALS: Aerial photo, comment sheets, PowerPoint presentation, large 
scale prints of improvement alternatives 

STAFF PRESENT: ADOT&PF: Jeff Roach, Alvin Werneke, Al Beck, and Paul 
Karczmarczyk 

PDC Engineers: Patrick Cotter 
Brooks & Associates: Anne Brooks 

MEETING INFORMATION:  

Attendees were greeted at the door and asked to sign-in. Team members were on hand to answer 
questions. An overview presentation of the project was given and questions from attendees were 
answered throughout.   

The project team recorded the following comments, which have been categorized and 
alphabetized by subject. Team responses are in italics. 

Will parking plug-ins be provided at the airport for vehicles? No, the only airports in the state 
that provide parking plug-ins are at Anchorage and Fairbanks and the user pays for the 
electricity. 

Kotzebue airport is “very free” with lots of varying activities in and around the airport.  

The Hagelund hangar is an old building. 

RAVN has nine scheduled flights per day. A current client, Shell Oil, has been chartering aircraft 
to solicit for workers in the area villages. 
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Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update – June 16, 2015 Public Meeting Notes 
 

Page 2 of 4 

Both Ambler and Kiana runways are in poor condition. There is considerable erosion on the road 
to the airport in Noatak. Ambler is scheduled to be resurfaced/reconstructed this year. 

One pilot stated his interest in T-hangars at Kotzebue. He felt like they would be very popular 
and encouraged the State of Alaska to invest in T-hangars at the Kotzebue Airport. 

What happens with the road near the new general aviation parking area? The road remains but 
would be paved. 

Where is the National Guard hangar in the Phase 2 graphic? The team pointed to the hangar 
location and noted that there would be no change to the hangar in the preferred alternative. 

Consider improving the east gate in the north general aviation (GA) parking lot. In high winds it 
is very difficult to hold the gate to latch it property. The gates are a pain and it is important to 
access the personnel gates. Automatic gates would work better. Some GA aircraft owners 
recommended installing a man gate next to the existing vehicle gate.  This is the biggest concern 
we have at the airport.  Users cut through RAVN if the gates are closed.  

What is the next step?  The team will prepare an Airport Layout Plan (ALP) for Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) approval. Once approved, the alternatives can be prioritized for funding 
and construction. We expect the ALP to be complete by late fall 2015. 

What is the timing for construction of Phase 1? Phase 2?  Phase 1 improvements would be 
constructed in the next 5 years. Phase 2 would be constructed within 6 to 10 years. Construction 
timing would be dependent on availability of funding. 

Are you increasing the parking available for GA? Yes, additional GA parking is to be provided. 

Will access be limited in the GA area? Yes, Transportation Safety Administration (TSA) rules 
will be applied. If you are driving south, there is no change from today. The route would only 
change if the TSA requirements change. 

Does Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (ADOT&PF) or the FAA take 
care of the instrument approach? ADOT&PF deals with the surface; anything above ground, like 
approach rules, falls under the FAA. 

The current instrument approaches are limited and do not allow use of Runway 27 at night. To 
permit night instrument approaches, obstructions have to be removed. The obstruction is the 
hill/terrain on the end of Runway 27. The cost to remove the obstruction is very high. There have 
been three projects to cut at the hill, but it they won’t completely remove the obstruction. The 
obstruction removal also potentially impacts the community cemetery.  

Could you extend the runway into Kotzebue Sound? This option was considered but rejected due 
to marine environmental impacts and the desire of the community to maintain the channel for 
boat access.  
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Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update – June 16, 2015 Public Meeting Notes 
 

Page 3 of 4 

A commenter stated that this should be reconsidered because the main objection came from only 
one person in the community. He felt that if a proper study was conducted and the general 
population was interviewed, it would yield a different result. He further stated that if the airport 
was extended into the bay—a viable solution—would allow Boeing 737’s to land at night. 

Another comment said that displaced thresholds could also be considered.  

ADOT&PF indicated that to build an acceptable Runway Safety Area (RSA) the runway was 
adjusted to fit the existing footprint, a decision that balanced, funding for all airports.  

Comment said on the west end, where the markers are, you could extend the runway 200-feet. 

FAA standards for the Boeing 737—even with the 200-feet—would still be below standards. 

Procedures could be established by an individual company. The company pays for the special 
procedures. With some type of obstruction in the flight path, we can’t visualize FAA approving a 
special procedure for Kotzebue for that end of the runway. 

How do the dollars get divvied up for the airports? The ADOT&PF develops an Airport 
Improvement Program. Projects are scored and the funding is allocated to the highest scoring 
projects.  The decisions are based on safety, location, population, economics, health and safety 
and other factors, but not on number of operations. 

Kotzebue is a Part 139 hub airport and tends to score better than some other airports. Regional 
airport projects tend to score higher. Overall the FAA’s program has about $200 million per 
year to allocate to some 250 airports or less than $1 million per airport. Many projects needed 
are in the $40 to $50 million range. The money does not go a long way. Airfields, buildings and 
equipment are all included in the FAA expenditures. For example, the Nome airport project cost 
was $40+ million. The work at Amber is about $40 million. 

Airport resurfacing is expensive. Yes, it is expensive to resurface airports but it extends the 
useful life and protects the state’s investment. 

Did you consider the lake that forms in front of the Bering Air taxiway? It should be graded to 
drain both ways and save trouble in the area.  

Why is the Ambler work so expensive? The construction just began and will include an access 
road, power line modifications. The multi-year contact includes asbestos removal, new apron, 
replacing material with non-asbestos material. The bridge was finished last year.  

Right now, the King Air is not going into Ambler, so no medevac. If medevac is required, they 
will have to go with another carrier. We had to abort two take offs due to soft surface conditions. 

Attendees indicated they heard about the meeting via email, telephone calls, KOTZ radio 
broadcast and a postcard mailer. 
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Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update – June 16, 2015 Public Meeting Notes 
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Table 1. Meeting Outreach 
Date Outreach method Description 

05/22/2015 Project website Meeting notice on the project website  
05/26/2015 Postcard mailer Inviting the public to the open house 
06/02/2015 
06/15/2015 

Constant Contact email Provide email invitation to the meeting to 
project stakeholders 

06/02/2015 Email to official stake 
holders 

Email invitation to Borough, Tribal, and 
elected officials 

06/05/2015 Public service announcement 
request sent to GCI Cable, 
KINU-FM, and KOTZ-AM 

Sent with request to broadcast announcement 
inviting public to meeting 

06/05/2015 Facebook ad Inviting the public to the open house 

06/09/2015 State of Alaska Online 
Notice 

Inviting the public to the open house  

06/09/2015 Display advertising in 
Anchorage Daily News 

Inviting the public to the open house  

06/10/2015 Display advertising in 
Fairbanks Daily News Miner 

Inviting the public to the open house  

06/10/2015 Telephone calls to Agencies, 
Leaseholders, Aircraft 
Owners 

Phone invitation to meeting 

06/11/2015  Display advertising in Arctic 
Sounder 

Inviting the public to the open house  

 
 
Related documents on file: 

Advertising  
Displays 
Handouts (Comment Sheet, Fact Sheet)  
Postcard Mailer 
PowerPoint presentation 
Public Service Announcement 
Sign in Sheets 
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Anne Brooks <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com>

OTZ MP docs

Matthew Bergan <matthewbergan@gmail.com> Mon, Feb 2, 2015 at 2:16 PM
To: Anne Brooks <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com>
Cc: "Roach, Jeffery A (DOT)" <jeff.roach@alaska.gov>, Patrick Cotter <PatrickCotter@pdceng.com>

Ok thanks much!  Will take a look as i have never seen it before...
Mb
9074121591

On Monday, February 2, 2015, Anne Brooks <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com> wrote:
Hi Matthew - The 1998 Kotzebue AMP Update document is now on the website at http://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/
kotzebuemp/files/kotzebue-amp-1998.pdf. You may need to refresh the page.

Camden Yehle
Brooks & Associates
1704 Rogers Park Court
Anchorage, AK 99508
E-mail: camden.brooksalaska@gmail.com
Tel: 907-272-1877
Toll Free: 866-535-1877

On Thu, Jan 29, 2015 at 3:39 PM, Matthew Bergan <matthewbergan@gmail.com> wrote:
Hi Anne,

Where can I get a copy of the 1998 Master Plan Update?

Thanks,

Matt Bergan, P.E.
Kotzebue
907-412-1591

On Thu, Jan 22, 2015 at 12:14 PM, BA Comments <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com> wrote:
Mathew — thanks for the follow up email. We’ll add you to our project email list. I’m also sharing your
thoughts on the plan which included:

Desire to see links to the past documents on the website, especially the Feasibility Study.
Concern that the DOT is getting mixed messages from the community regarding relocation and the
need to put that to rest so the community can begin to provide constructive feedback on master
planning the airport in its current location.
You views on the airport needs including consideration for pedestrians and freight movement.

Let me know if I missed something from our conversation.

Your role as a former Planning Commission member and interested community member is important to our
efforts.

Our team will look forward to meeting you next week.

Anne
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Anne Brooks, P.E., Public Involvement Specialist
Brooks & Associates
Email: comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com
Tel: 907-272-1877
Toll Free Tel: 866-535-1877

On Jan 22, 2015, at 12:08 PM, Matthew Bergan <matthewbergan@gmail.com> wrote:

Hi Anne,

Good chatting with you this morning.  I look forward to the discussion on the 28th and moving
forward with planning for improvements to the current airport.

-Matt Bergan, PE
907-412-1591 
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Anne Brooks <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com>

Fwd: Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update--Public Meeting 1/28/15

Anne Brooks <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com> Wed, Feb 11, 2015 at 9:19 AM
To: sandyhuss@hotmail.com
Cc: "Roach, Jeffery A (DOT)" <jeff.roach@alaska.gov>, Patrick Cotter <PatrickCotter@pdceng.com>
Bcc: Anne Brooks <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com>

Hi Sandy - our apologies for not getting back to you sooner. We have received your comments and are updating
the website. We encourage you to view the presentation and meeting boards from the public meeting on the
documents page http://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/kotzebuemp/documents.shtml. We will be posting meeting notes as
well.

Thank you for your detailed comments on lighting at the airport. The team will take them into consideration as the
master plan alternatives are refined.

Parking concerns came up a number of times at the public meeting. There are two types of parking at the airport,
one is parking on private lease lots (ex. directly in front of the Alaska Airlines building), and the other is common
parking. Common area and long-term parking is being looked at in the master plan update (ex. the parking area in
the middle of the Alaska Airlines, Baker, and Bering Air building). Parking on lease lots is the responsibility of the
leaseholder and ADOT&PF cannot force them to invest in improvements. In addition the FAA has a formula for
determining the number of parking spaces needed for an airport terminal, and while it might not seem like it, there
are adequate parking spaces for the current and forecast amount of passenger enplanements. ADOT&PF will
work inside all of these parameters when preparing the master plan update.

We have added you to the project email list as requested.

Camden Yehle
Brooks & Associates
1704 Rogers Park Court
Anchorage, AK 99508
E-mail: camden.brooksalaska@gmail.com
Tel: 907-272-1877
Toll Free: 866-535-1877

On Mon, Feb 9, 2015 at 10:06 AM, Camden Yehle <camden.brooksalaska@gmail.com> wrote:

Begin forwarded message:

 sandyhuss@hotmail.com
 anne.brooksalaska@gmail.com anne.brooksalaska@gmail.com

jeff.roach@alaska.gov jeff.roach@alaska.gov
 ghildreth@kotzebue.org

       
 

Greetings!
 
I was pleased to receive the yellow postcard yesterday announcing your forthcoming public
meeting.  Checking my schedule I found I would be traveling out of the area on business that day
and unable to participate.  I really enjoy attending DOT/PF Meetings as they are always
informative and as your card states "public input is critical."  I think you have always had a good
turnout from the community--especially if the meeting is well publicized in advance of the date.  
 
So I followed the card's instructions going to the Update web site for more information.  Here is
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what I found: 
 
1). The main page generally repeats the contents of the yellow card.  
 
2). The Schedule page shows the project almost halfway through its timeline and identifies four
deliverable deadlines already passed: Inventory & Issues, Demand Forecast, Analysis Chapter,
and Alternatives.  
 
3). The Documents page shows the first deliverable "Inventory and Issues Summary" marked
"Coming Soon" and shows the last update to this page as being 8/18/14.  It also lists "previous
studies" but does not contain links to them though I found one on another DOT/PF web site.
There is no mention of the status of the other deliverables already due.  (If you reference a
document within your system, please provide a link to it).  
 
4). The Photos and Maps page is blank and also marked "Coming Soon" and shows the last
update to this page as being 8/19/14.
 
This was not a useful effort and leads me to wonder what exactly you are going to present to the
public on Wednesday?
 
In the absence of any sense of what your specific purpose is in the meeting, allow me to offer
some suggestions regarding the current airport operations and badly needed improvements: 
 
1). Access Lighting 
 
For the last five years I have been in regular contact with both the Airport Manager, Calvin
Schaeffer, and the Western Ops Maint. Manager, Evan Booth, regarding the lighting on the
approach roads and parking areas on the public side of the airport.  At any given time half or
more of the street lights are burned out.  Even the NW facing light on the Sand Storage Building
which helps illuminate the Fifth Avenue approach went for months without re-lamping.  Currently
there are three (3) street lights out as well as the one on the Sand Storage Building.
 
Let me point out that these are NOT Kotzebue Electric Assn./City of Kotzebue street lights, KEA
is quick at re-lamping their burned out street lights.
 
The explanation I have gotten was that there was an underground cable problem and wait until
Summer.  But then the following Fall they were still out.  The last explanation was that DOT/PF
was relying upon the leaseholders to illuminate their areas. The irony of this excuse is that as
soon as DOT/PF installed the central street light in front of Alaska Airlines, the building side-light
on Bering Air was removed, Frontier turned one of their two lights off,  and FBX permanently
turned off their outside light.    
 
These are, frankly, lame excuses.  But the problem has not been fixed and this is a public safety
hazard and only gets worse as the airport traffic increases.  
 
There also needs to be better illumination of Airport Way from the Third Avenue side.  A street
light was added to an existing pole which contains the heat trace control box and service which
helped (it was really a dark morass before) but there is a need for another light at the intersection
and possibly a third by the Bering Air Brown Hanger.  
 
2). Parking  

There is no time in recent memory when there has not been a problem with parking in the area
surrounded by Alaska Airlines, Ravn, Baker,  Bering Air and FBX.  This has been made worse by
the new ERA/Ravn Building which cut its own parking area in half and now spreads it between
two side of their building and marks it for their patrons only.   
 
A change in the Alaska Airlines flight schedule in which the morning flight comes directly to
Kotzebue and then returns directly to Anchorage (no Nome stopover either way) now means that
the could conceivably be  72 passengers deplaning and 72 passengers boarding in the same time
slot and all of their vehicles, family, well-wishers, etc. trying to park in a small concentrated area
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for drop-offs, luggage unloading, pick-up and luggage loading. It is one crowded mess.  
 
At a minimum, parking areas needs to be better defined and loading/unloading and waiting areas
for vehicles clearly marked in an effort to bring order out of chaos. Enforcement would also help
to nudge folks into following the new patterns and rules. 
 
I should note that neither of these problems are new and when complaints arise the response
from the local DOT/PF staff has been, "Well, that's not in our current plans."  
 
It needs to be....and soon!
 
As a caveat I should mention that while I have the pleasure to serve as Chairman of the Kotzebue
Planning Commission my comments and concerns are mine and do not represent the position of
the Planning Commission.
 
I would appreciate being sent a copy of all of the deliverables and drafts and added to the
comment mailing list for future work.  I'm sorry I cannot attend the meeting but hope that it is well-
attended and successful and assists in your planning effort. 
 
Sincerely,    

 
C. M. "Sandy" Huss RCI
Husky Enterprises LLC
P.O. Box 790
Kotzebue, Alaska 99752-0790
 
Home/Office: (907) 442-3125
 

  
CELL: (907) 412-2121
 
FAX: (907) 442-3888
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Anne Brooks <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com>

RE: Reminder: Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update - Open House, January 28

Toby Drake <tdrake@drakeconstruction.net> Tue, Feb 3, 2015 at 4:48 PM
To: Anne Brooks <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com>
Cc: "Roach, Jeffery A (DOT)" <jeff.roach@alaska.gov>, Patrick Cotter <PatrickCotter@pdceng.com>

Camden,

 

Thank you for the quick response. Will get back to you with any questions or comments we may have.

 

Toby

 

From: camden.brooksalaska@gmail.com [mailto:camden.brooksalaska@gmail.com] On Behalf Of
Anne Brooks
Sent: Monday, February 2, 2015 1:58 PM
To: Toby Drake
Cc: Anne Brooks; Roach, Jeffery A (DOT); Patrick Cotter
Subject: Re: Reminder: Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update - Open House, January 28

 

Hi Toby - the handouts at the meeting were a fact sheet and a comment sheet, which I have attached. Complete
meeting notes and the presentation will be available on the website in about a week. Let us know if you have any
specific questions.

Camden Yehle

Brooks & Associates

1704 Rogers Park Court

Anchorage, AK 99508

E-mail: camden.brooksalaska@gmail.com

Tel: 907-272-1877

Toll Free: 866-535-1877

 

On Sat, Jan 31, 2015 at 11:53 AM, Toby Drake <tdrake@drakeconstruction.net> wrote:

Anne,
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I had intentions of attending the meeting last week in Kotzebue but wasn’t able to make it. If there is any
handouts or new information not on the master plan website can you please forward to me?

 

Thank you,

Toby Drake / Leaseholder

Drake Investments, LLC

 

 

From: Anne Brooks [mailto:anne@brooks-alaska.ccsend.com] On Behalf Of Anne Brooks
Sent: Tuesday, January 27, 2015 8:05 AM
To: tdrake@drakeconstruction.net
Subject: Reminder: Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update - Open House, January 28

 

 

 

- - - -
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Anne Brooks <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com>

Kotz airport master plan comments

BA Comments (gmail) <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com> Thu, Feb 19, 2015 at 9:57 AM
To: Matt Bergan <matthewbergan@gmail.com>
Cc: Patrick Cotter <PatrickCotter@pdceng.com>, "Roach, Jeffery A (DOT)" <jeff.roach@alaska.gov>
Bcc: comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com

Not at all Matt— We would appreciate any thoughts you have on the Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update.

Anne

M. Anne Brooks P.E.
Public Involvement Specialist
Brooks & Associates
1704 Rogers Park Court
Anchorage, AK 99508
E-mail: comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com
Toll Free: 866-535-1877

Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail

On Feb 19, 2015, at 9:28 AM, Matt Bergan <matthewbergan@gmail.com> wrote:

Hello. Is it too late to submit korz mp comments?
Matt Bergan
9074121591

Sent from my iPhone
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Anne Brooks <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com>

Kotzebue Airport Master Plan update Comments by Matt Bergan, PE

Werneke, Alvin E (DOT) <alvin.werneke@alaska.gov> Thu, Mar 5, 2015 at 1:58 PM
To: BA Comments <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com>, Matthew Bergan <matthewbergan@gmail.com>
Cc: Maija Lukin <finnskimo@gmail.com>, Derek Martin <dmartin@kotzebue.org>, Fred Smith <fsmith@nwabor.org>,
"Roach, Jeffery A (DOT)" <jeff.roach@alaska.gov>, Patrick Cotter <PatrickCotter@pdceng.com>, "Kowalczyk,
Thomas J (DOT)" <tom.kowalczyk@alaska.gov>, "McCarroll, Michael J (DOT)" <mike.mccarroll@alaska.gov>

Great comments Matt!!

 

I had a discussion with the Alaska Station Manager recently about the situation with vehicles parking in front of
their two entrances. They have some major floor work/rehab coming up for the hanger this summer sounds
like. It got me thinking "what if" they could also pour a 10 to 12" wide curbed sidewalk/patio connecting
the entrances in front of the building. That would keep vehicles from pulling right up to the doors and building
and blocking everything as they do now. What needs to be determined is how far out does their lot come out
from the building on the North side, and if it is still on their lot, can they make it happen, or if it is State property
can the State accommodate it.

 

Alvin E Werneke Jr

 

Airport Manager

State of Alaska DOT&PF

Kotzebue Airport

PO Box 55

Kotzebue, Alaska 99752

 

Phone: Office (907) 442-3801 ■ Manager (907) 442-3147  ■ Fax: (907) 442-2127 ■ Cell, voice only (907) 412-1946 ■ Cell, voice & text (907) 412-

2554

 

 

 

 

 

 BA Comments [comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com]
 Wednesday, March 04, 2015 10:55 AM
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 Matthew Bergan
 Maija Lukin; Derek Martin; Fred Smith; Werneke, Alvin E (DOT); Roach, Jeffery A (DOT); Patrick Cotter

 Re: Kotzebue Airport Master Plan update Comments by Matt Bergan, PE

Thanks for the comments Matt. I’ll share them with the team for consideration as we
continue to develop the master plan update.

Anne

Anne Brooks, P.E., Public Involvement Specialist
Brooks & Associates
Email: comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com
Tel: 907-272-1877
Toll Free Tel: 866-535-1877

On Mar 4, 2015, at 10:47 AM, Matthew Bergan <matthewbergan@gmail.com>
wrote:

Hello,

Below are my comments on the Kotzebue RWM Airport master plan update
documents and presentation by FAA & DOTPF in Kotzebue:

1) 1998 MASTER PLAN?   The current plan is based on the more
recent "relocation plan". It seems more appropriate to build on the 1998 plan. 
Thus the current plan does not build on the previous input of the community and
other airport stakeholders that was very valuable. In some ways the proper
planning and orderly development of the airport has been put on hold with the
DOT effort going into relocation.

2) Float and wheel GA parking and space.  The addition space for float and GA
in the plan is great and I am all for it.  The more the better...  Space to develop
private lease hangars is an exciting prospect for the OTZ GA Community.

3) AIRPORT WAY IMPROVEMENTS.  Not adressed in the current plan is the
very dangerous section of Airport Way heading west and connecting to 3rd
Avenue.  Airport Way was widened and paved from 5th Avenue to the
Alaska/Bering/Ravn entrance however the remaining section to 3rd was not.  The
neighboring land owner (NANA Regional Corp) is limiting the width of the road. 
A land deal will need to be made to make this section of road safe for vehicle and
the high volume of pedestrian traffic.

4) VEHICLE LONG TERM PARKING.  More space for long term vehicle parking
along Airport Avenue is needed.  Not addressed in current plan. Space for
roughly 25-50 vehicles is needed.

5) PEDESTRIAN AND VEHICULAR CONGESTION IN PASSENGER AND
FREIGHT TERMINAL JOINTLY UTILIZED PARKING/PICKUP/DROPOFF
AREA.  The jointly utilized parking dropoff/pickup area serves:
Ravn Alaska
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Bering Air
Alaska Airlines
Baker Air Services
Everts Air Cargo
Lynden Air Cargo
Northern Air Cargo
FBX Services
DOT Project Office
The volume of vehicles coming,going and parking in this space is very high and
mixed with pedestrians is VERY dangerous.  It is especially dangerous during
poor weather and at night (23 Hrs of night in December). SOMETHING needs to
be done to address this chaotic situation.

6) LIGHTING. Lighting along Airport Way and in the above mentioned
Alaska/Bering/Ravn area is poor and needs to be improved.

7) COMBINED PASSENGER TERMINAL.  This was elaborated on in the 1998
plan and should be carried forward as an option in the new plan. A huge
undertaking with many issues but worth more thought.

8) SEPARATION OF FREIGHT AND PASSENGER AREAS. Work with DOTPF
LEASING to create parcels and space for larger passenger terminal east of
current passenger terminals.  

9) GATEWAY TO THE ARCTIC*.  The Alaska Airlines facility is far too small and
creates a poor visitor experience and poor first impression for new visitors to
Kotzebue and the NW Arctic.  The Kotzebue community wants to work with
Alaska Airlines and DOTPF to improve the current situation and make
a great first AND last impression for visitors to Arctic Alaska! (*motto of the
City of Kotzebue)

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the 
Kotzebue airport master plan.

Sincerely,
Matt Bergan, PE
matthewbergan@gmail.com
Cell 9074121591
P.O. Box 1164
Kotzebue, AK 99752
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6/30/2015 Gmail - Re: Current Airport Construction

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/412/u/0/?ui=2&ik=977d0964fa&view=pt&search=inbox&msg=14dd5bff aefa4fc517&siml=14dd5baefa4fc517 1/1

Anne Brooks <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com>

Re: Current Airport Construction

BA Comments <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com> Mon, Jun 8, 2015 at 4:31 PM
To: JEFF HADLEY <jkhadley@otz.net>
Cc: Ryan Anderson <ryan.anderson@alaska.gov>, "Roach, Jeffery A (DOT)" <jeff.roach@alaska.gov>,
David.Miller@alaska.gov, Patrick Cotter <PatrickCotter@pdceng.com>, Royce Conlon <RoyceConlon@pdceng.com>
Bcc: comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com

Jeff — thank you very much for letting us know about this. I’ll forward your message to the team and appropriate
folks at DOT.

Anne

Anne Brooks, P.E., Public Involvement Specialist
Brooks & Associates
Email: comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com
Tel: 907-272-1877
Toll Free Tel: 866-535-1877

> On Jun 8, 2015, at 4:25 PM, JEFF HADLEY <jkhadley@otz.net> wrote:
>
> Saw your notice for  a meeting in Kotzebue.  Thought I would give you a heads up to get some one to prepare,
so we can get answers as to what is happening in front of the Airport, right now.
> Boats are hitting their motors on something right in front of the airport, currently 7 boats hit something that was
never there before last fall.  One guy just mounted a 27 thousand dollar motor and drove where we always drive
in the channel and hit something and tore off the whole lower unit of his outboard.
> When is project was being planned, DOT promised we would have a deep, clean channel.  Something new is
out there.  It needs to be looked into.
> Please pass this on to legal and my friend Ryan Anderson and David Miller.
> Thanks,
>  
> Jeff Hadley
> jkhadley@otz.net
>  
>
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7/1/2015 Gmail - Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/412/u/0/?ui=2&ik=977d0964fa&view=pt&search=inbox&msg=14ddf4ff b59459c961&siml=14ddf4b59459c961 1/1

Anne Brooks <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com>

Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update

BA Comments <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com> Wed, Jun 10, 2015 at 1:06 PM
To: gerrymoriarty@hotmail.com
Bcc: comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com

Gerry — contact Mike McCarroll - 451-2849 - mike.mccarroll@alaska.gov about your tiedown lease.

Anne

Anne Brooks, P.E., Public Involvement Specialist
Brooks & Associates
Email: comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com
Tel: 907-272-1877
Toll Free Tel: 866-535-1877
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7/1/2015 Gmail - Fwd: Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update - Open House, June 16

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/412/u/0/?ui=2&ik=977d0964fa&view=pt&search=inbox&msg=14ddeff052e34078&siml=14ddeff052e34078ff 1/2

Anne Brooks <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com>

Fwd: Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update - Open House, June 16

BA Comments <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com> Wed, Jun 10, 2015 at 11:42 AM
To: bob@ravnalaska.net
Bcc: comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com

Bob — here is the information about the upcoming meeting. Thanks for sharing with your team.

Anne Brooks, P.E., Public Involvement Specialist
Brooks & Associates
Email: comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com
Tel: 907-272-1877
Toll Free Tel: 866-535-1877

Begin forwarded message:

 Anne Brooks <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com>
          

 June 2, 2015 at 11:01:26 AM AKDT
 anne.brooks.alaska@gmail.com

 comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com

AKSAS Project No. 62960/Federal Project No. 3-02-0160-013-2009

When: Tuesday, June 16, 2015
4 to 7 p.m., Presentations at 4:30 and 5:30 p.m.

Where: Northwest Arctic Borough Assembly Chambers, 163 Lagoon St, Kotzebue, AK
Refreshments will be provided
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (ADOT&PF) is updating the
Kotzebue Airport Master Plan and holding a public meeting to gather feedback on the
draft document. This project identifies improvements to the existing airport and focuses
on evaluating the use, role and impact of the Kotzebue Airport in supporting aviation
and the local economy. Please review the Draft Master Plan document on the
website and bring your questions to the meeting. The document will be posted the week
of June 8, 2015. The comment submittal deadline is July 17, 2015.
For more information contact:

Public Involvement Coordinator
Brooks & Associates
Toll Free Phone: 866-535-1877
E-mail: comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com
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7/1/2015 Gmail - Re: Reminder: Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update - Open House, June 16

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/412/u/0/?ui=2&ik=977d0964fa&view=pt&search=inbox&msg=14df85ff f7ad2bdc17&siml=14df85f7ad2bdc17 1/3

Anne Brooks <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com>

Re: Reminder: Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update - Open House, June 16

Calvin Schaeffer <calvin.schaeffer@maniilaq.org> Mon, Jun 15, 2015 at 9:58 AM
To: BA Comments <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com>

Ok, thank you.

Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 15, 2015, at 10:42 AM, BA Comments <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com<mailto:comments.
brooksalaska@gmail.com>> wrote:

Calvin — the draft is available on the project website at the following link: http://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/
kotzebuemp/documents.shtml

If you prefer a hard copy, I’ll see what I can do to get you one.

Anne

Anne Brooks, P.E., Public Involvement Specialist
Brooks & Associates
Email: comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com<mailto:comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com>
Tel: 907-272-1877
Toll Free Tel: 866-535-1877

On Jun 15, 2015, at 9:08 AM, Calvin Schaeffer <calvin.schaeffer@maniilaq.org<mailto:calvin.schaeffer@
maniilaq.org>> wrote:

Good morning Anne,

I am out of town this week. Can you email me a copy of the Airport Master Plan if it is possible? I really wanted to
attend, but conflicting schedules won't allow it.

Tank you,

Calvin

Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 15, 2015, at 9:03 AM, Anne Brooks <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com<mailto:comments.
brooksalaska@gmail.com><mailto:comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com>> wrote:

[http://img.constantcontact.com/ui/images1/shr_drw_left.png]    [http://img.constantcontact.
com/ui/images1/shr_drw_fb.png<http://img.constantcontact.com/ui/images1/shr_drw_left.
png]%20 %20 [http://img.constantcontact.com/ui/images1/shr_drw_fb.png>] <http://s.rs6.net/t?e=
rUTHXSOlncU&c=1&r=1>   [http://img.constantcontact.com/ui/images1/shr_drw_twit.png] <http://s.rs6.net/t?e=
rUTHXSOlncU&c=3&r=1>         [http://img.constantcontact.com/ui/images1/shr_drw_linked.png]
<http://s.rs6.net/t?e=rUTHXSOlncU&c=4&r=1>       [http://img.constantcontact.com/ui/images1/shr_drw_
divider.png]         [http://img.constantcontact.com/ui/images1/shr_drw_more.png] <http://s.rs6.net/t?e=
rUTHXSOlncU&c=5&r=1>         [http://img.constantcontact.com/ui/images1/shr_drw_right.png] 
 [http://img.constantcontact.com/ui/images1/shr_btn_like_sm.png<http://img.constantcontact.com/ui/
images1/shr_drw_right.png]%20 %20[http://img.constantcontact.com/ui/images1/shr_btn_like_sm.png>]
<http://myemail.constantcontact.com/Reminder--Kotzebue-Airport-Master-Plan-Update---Open-House--June-16.
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6/30/2015 Gmail - Kotzebue Airport

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/412/u/0/?ui=2&ik=977d0964fa&view=pt&search=inbox&msg=14e41876a682758ff 6&siml=14e41876a6827586 1/1

Anne Brooks <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com>

Kotzebue Airport

BA Comments <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com> Mon, Jun 29, 2015 at 2:54 PM
To: Patrick Cotter <PatrickCotter@pdceng.com>, "Roach, Jeffery A (DOT)" <jeff.roach@alaska.gov>
Cc: Camden Yehle <camden@brooks-alaska.com>
Bcc: comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com

We received a call this afternoon from Matt Bergan, Kotzebue Electric Assn. He wanted to talk to someone about
the latest meeting that he could not attend. I returned his call to 412-1591. 

Matt had several concerns:

1) Airport Access Road. He expressed concern that when you leave the Alaska Airlines terminal you can turn right
or left. A right turn, towards the lagoon, leads you to a wide road. A left turn, is a narrow road and is heavily
traveled entrance to the passenger terminal. He said the road is restricted by NANA land (about 75 SF) and it is
dangerous. It is used by pedestrians, freight haulers, and others.  He said he mentioned this in comments at the
February meeting. He felt this needs to be addressed in the master plan.

2) KEA has transformers that, due to some poor planning in the 1980’s, ended up in the middle of the FBX, Bering
Air parking area. The transformers are close to the NAC/Lynden cargo door. The problem is that they keep getting
struck by vehicles. 

Matt said he would also send an email to the general comment email. 

Let me know if you want a more detailed response to both of these comments.

Anne Brooks, P.E., Public Involvement Specialist
Brooks & Associates
Email: comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com
Tel: 907-272-1877
Toll Free Tel: 866-535-1877
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Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update
Project Description:

Welcome to the Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update website. The Northern Region of the Alaska Department of
Transportation and Public Facilities (ADOT&PF) will use this site to keep you informed about its process to update the
master plan that will guide improvements to the Kotzebue Airport over the next 20 years. Please refer to this site for
updates on the project, documents, announcements of public meetings, and to make a comment or suggestion.

The purpose of this project is to evaluate the use, role and impact of the Kotzebue Airport in supporting aviation and
the local economy and to promote efficient, orderly improvements to airport facilities. The Kotzebue Airport Relocation
Feasibility study indicated that relocating the airport is not feasible due to funding constraints.

Airport master planning will be a coordinated effort with agencies, airport users, local government, businesses, and the
public. Current and forecast future airport use levels will be identified and assessed. The current Runway Safety Area
project at Kotzebue will provide the basis for much of the environmental analysis needed to mitigate or avoid impacts
to wetlands, migratory waterfowl habitat, cultural sites, and other resources.

Public input is critical for the success of this project. As a user of the airport, please share your local knowledge with
us and help make the new master plan responsive to the needs of the community.

Follow the links on the right to access project documents, schedules, and contact information for the project team.
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Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update
Schedule

The following table shows the planned project schedule.

 

Deliverable or Milestone Deadline

Inventory & Issues summary July 29, 2014

Aviation demand forecast October, 2014

Requirements analysis chapter December, 2014

Alternatives January, 2015

Public Meeting January 28, 2015, Wednesday 4 - 7 p.m.

   Northwest Arctic Borough Assembly Chambers, 163 Lagoon St, Kotzebue, AK
   Presentations at 4:30 and 5:30 p.m.

Implementation Plan February, 2015

Financial Implementation March, 2015

Draft Master Plan document April, 2015

Public meeting #2 June 16, 2015, Tuesday 4 - 7 p.m.

   Northwest Arctic Borough Assembly Chambers, 163 Lagoon St, Kotzebue, AK
   Presentations at 4:30 and 5:30 p.m.

Airport Layout Plan July, 2015

Final Master Plan document July, 2015
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Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update
Documents

January 28, 2015 Public Meeting Documents

Presentation  
Boards  5mb 

Fact Sheet  
Comment Sheet  
Postcard  1mb 

Meeting Notes  1mb

Inventory and Issues Summary

Existing Conditions and Issues  7mb 

Forecast of Aviation Activity  1.2mb

Previous studies:

Master Plan Update 1998  16mb 

2008 Kotzebue Airport Relocation Feasibility Study 
2010 Runway Safety Area Practicability Study 
2012 Environmental Assessment – Kotzebue Airport and Safety Area Improvements
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Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update
Photos and Maps

Kotzebue overview 2014 500kb image
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Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update
Project Team

Key members of the project team include:

Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities 
   Jeff Roach, Project Manager

PDC Inc., Engineers, 
   Contract Manager, Royce Conlon, P.E., 
   Project Manager & Planning Lead, Patrick Cotter, AICP 
   Engineering Lead, Ken Risse, P.E. 
   Environmental Lead, Erica Betts

Brooks & Associates 
   Public Involvement Lead, Anne Brooks, P.E. 
   Public Involvement, Camden Yehle

Technical Advisers 
   Rob Campbell, P.E., Acting Regional Director, Northern Region (NR) 
   Judy Chapman, Planning Chief, NR 
   Al Beck, P.E., Aviation Design Group Chief, NR 
   Alexa Greene, Transportation Planner, NR 
   Penny Adler, Aviation Leasing Chief, NR 
   Mike McCarroll, Aviation Leasing Specialist, NR 
   Evan Booth, Maintenance and Operations Western District Superintendent 
   Jeremy Worrall, Regional Aviation Manager, NR 
   Patricia Oien, Lead Planner, FAA Alaska Region Airports Division 
   Taralyn Stone, FAA Environmental Protection Specialist 
   Tom Clark, Alaska Lead Planner, ATO Western Service Center
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Kotzebue Airport Master Plan Update
Contact Us

For questions or comments, please contact the following:

Anne Brooks, P.E., Public/Stakeholder Involvement 
Toll free telephone: 1-866-535-1877 
Email: anne.brooksalaska@gmail.com

Jeff Roach, MSS, ADOT&PF Project Manager 
Telephone: 907-451-2381 
Email: jeff.roach@alaska.gov
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