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RESOLUTION 2009-115 

A RESOLUTION OF THE NATIVE VILLAGE OF KOTZEBUE IN SUPPORT OF THE UNITED STATES 
COAST GUARD ESTABLISHING A STATION AT OR NEAR CAPE BLOSSOM, WITHIN THE 
NORTHWEST ARCTIC BOROUGH, AT THE SOUTH BORDER OF THE CITY OF KOTZEBUE 

WHEREAS, The Native Village of Kotzebue is an Indian Tribe pursuant to provisions of the Federal 
Indian Reorganization Act of 1934 as amended in 1936 and is the governing Body of the Native Village 
of Kotzebue which has federal, state and local contracts and grants to provide programs and services to 
its members; and, 

WHEREAS, the United States Coast Guard is considering establishing a new station of operations to be 
located in or near the City of Barrow, the City of Kotzebue, or the City of Nome; and, 

WHEREAS, the geographic location near Kotzebue is ideal for the development of a marine safe harbor 
for ships traveling in the waters off Northwest and Northwestern Alaska; and, 

WHEREAS, the location near Kotzebue would be conveniently situated between the City of Barrow and 
the City of Nome; and, 

WHEREAS, the Kotzebue community has previously supported a United States Air Force Distant Early 
Warning (DEW) facility located five miles south of the community where a minimally attended radar 
facility still exists; and, 

WHEREAS, the City of Kotzebue, Northwest Arctic Borough and Alaska Department of Transportation 
have developed preliminary plans to construct a new airport in the vicinity of Cape Blossom in order to 
comply with Transportation Security Administration (TSA) regulations, and such airport could serve the 
aviation needs of the Coast Guard; and, 

WHEREAS, the possibility of future oil and gas development in the Chukchi Sea and Beaufort Sea may 
require the Coast Guard to position itself to prepare for potential maritime disasters and to assist in oil 
spill prevention and recovery in the Arctic Waters; and, 

WHEREAS, the documented Joss of sea ice brings the probability of new international shipping activities 
as well as potential new commercial fisheries in the Arctic Waters which will require Coast Guard 
surveillance; and, 

WHEREAS, the 2008 State of Alaska Department of Administration's Alaska Geographic Differential 
Study conducted by the McDowell Group documents that Kotzebue's Geographic Cost of Living 
Differential is 61% higher than Anchorage, so the Native Village of Kotzebue and it's members, as well 
as the region's other residents, would all benefit from a lower cost of living as a result of the development 
of a deep water port which would produce economic benefits including lower cost commodities, new 
jobs, and Coast Guard recruitment opportunities and careers for our young adults; 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Native Village of Kotzebue joins the Northwest Arctic 
Borough, the City of Kotzebue, Kikitagruk Inupiat Corporation and NANA Regional Corporation in 
supporting the development of a United States Coast Guard Station at or near Cape Blossom. 

CERTIFICATION 

This resolution is adopted at a speciaVregular meeting of the ~ve Village of Kotzebue, Kotzebue IRA 
Council held on October 13, 2009 by a vote of ~ for and against, and ..:2.::-not voting. 

LA&hy I~~ 
Wilbur Karmun, Jr., SecretarY 




