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1.0 Introduction 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (ADOT&PF) in cooperation with 

the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is planning a number of needed improvements to the 

Ambler Airport.  The purpose of this project is to improve safety, reliability, and operational 

efficiency of the airport.  HDR Alaska, Inc. is assisting ADOT&PF with the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) analysis associated with planned airport improvements. 

 

The Ambler Airport is a State-owned facility consisting of a 3,000 ft x 60 ft lighted gravel 

runway and a 2,400 ft x 60 ft gravel crosswind runway located 1.5 miles outside of town. (See 

Attachment A for project figures.)  Daily scheduled and charter services are provided out of 

Kotzebue. An air taxi service is based at the airport.  Aside from planes, Ambler’s major means 

of transportation are by small boat, and snow machine.  The Kobuk River is navigable from early 

July to mid-October.  There are no roads connecting Ambler to other parts of the State.   

 

To improve conditions at the Ambler Airport, ADOT&PF would like to: 

 

• Extend and widen the runway 

• Rehabilitate, extend, and widen both runways and runway safety areas 

• Relocate the airport parking apron so it has adequate setback from the runway 

• Improve site visibility by leveling uneven terrain and clearing trees 

• Improve airport lighting 

• Replace Grizzly Bridge, which links the city to the airport 

 
This scoping summary report presents results of public, agency, and Tribal scoping for the 

Ambler Airport Improvements Project and presents other relevant background information 

learned during the scoping process.  Records of meetings and all correspondence are appended to 

this document.   

 

2.0 Scoping Methods 
 

In order for the proposed improvements to be implemented, the project must be analyzed under 

the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  The first step in NEPA is public, agency, and 

Tribal scoping.  The scoping process is designed to help determine information sources available, 

issues to be addressed, and which alternatives to consider.  Scoping also helps to understand the 

degree of controversy associated with the project, thereby helping to determine which 

environmental document (Categorical Exclusion, Environmental Assessment, or Environmental 

Impact Statement) is needed for the project. 

 

2.1 Agency Scoping 
 
On March 10, 2003, a letter was sent to agencies inviting comments regarding the proposed 

improvements to the Ambler Airport.  The letter included a project description, preliminary 

environmental summary, related project figures, and comment period end date.  A phone call was 

made to agency representatives on March 24, 2003, to confirm that the letter was received.  An 

additional phone call was made to agency representatives on April 8, 2003 to request comments 

and remind agencies of the comment period end date. 
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Approximately 15 agency representatives were invited to comment on the proposed Airport 

Improvements Project in Ambler.  Written and verbal agency comments were accepted by mail, 

fax, email, and phone.  The agency comment period ended April 9, 2003.  Comments received by 

agencies are summarized in Table 1 and included in full in Attachment B. 

 

Table 1. Summary of Agency Comments 

Name Agency Comment Received 

Judith Bittner 
State Historic 

Preservation Office 
No response 

Nancy 

Ihlenfeldt 

Alaska Department 

of Fish and Game 

• The Ambler River supports chum salmon 

(spawning), whitefish, sheefish, Arctic char, and 

Arctic grayling.  The Kobuk River supports chum 

and chinook salmon, Arctic char, sheefish, whitefish, 

and Arctic grayling. 

• ADF&G does not have survey data for the creek that 

Grizzly Bridge crosses, but assumes it supports 

resident fish.   

• All fish (anadromous and resident) caught by the 

residents of Ambler are considered subsistence. 

• A Fish Habitat Permit (A.S. 16.05.840) may be 

required to construct the new bridge, depending on 

the design of the bridge (placement of abutments) 

and if erosion protection methods are installed. 

• Construction of a culvert would be fine if sized 

correctly for fish passage. 

• There are no State Critical Habitat Areas near 

Ambler. 

• Wildlife in the Ambler area includes moose, wolf, 

fox, black bear, grizzly bear, and small fur bearing 

animals. 

• The project will not affect wildlife migration 

corridors or habitat areas since the airport has 

existed at this site for many years. 

Becky Iles 

Alaska Department 

of Transportation 

and Public Facilities 

• The proposed airport design has taken into 

consideration that some FAA navaids will have to be 

relocated due to the new apron location. 

• The Division of Airport Leasing is interested in 

having input relative to the final apron, lease lot, and 

apron access road design. 

Judith Lee 
Environmental 

Protection Agency 
No response 

Kerry Walsh 
Department of 

Natural Resources 

• DNR supports the improvements to the airport for 

the increased safety, reliability, and operational 

efficiency. 

• The Northwest Area Management Plan for State 

Lands (February 1989) address the management 

intent for this area.  The Ambler airport is located 

within Native owned land, so there is no 

management intent stated for this area. 
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Name Agency Comment Received 

• Depending on the source for gravel and the amount 

needed for the proposed improvements a reclamation 

plan may be required. 

• DNR may have more project specific comments 

during the AMCP consistency review and/or at a 

later phase of the project.  

Larry Bright 
U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife 

• Ambler is located well inland and is not within the 

range of the endangered short-tailed albatross or the 

threatened spectacled eider. 

• Since the area is located near the base of the Brooks 

Range, the area likely consists of black spruce boreal 

forest, wetlands, and tundra.  Caribou, moose, bears, 

martin and other species could be expected.  The 

area is not considered important critical habitat for 

caribou. 

• May encounter golden eagles and peregrine falcons, 

which tend to nest near the upland foothills of the 

Brooks Range along bluffs and cliff faces, and near 

rivers.  However, because the airport is located away

from the river’s edge it is not expected that the 

project would interfere with either species.   

• Other migratory birds that may be in the area include 

swans, geese, and ducks.  Tropical migrants like 

warblers and resident birds include ravens, grey jays, 

and chickadees may also inhabit the area. 

• Wetlands are likely in the area.  USFWS is 

interested in how much wetlands would be impacted 

by the project. 

• One way to mitigate impacts is to use timing 

restrictions on project construction.  USFWS 

recommends that gravel fill be placed in habitat 

during the winter to minimize disturbance to nesting 

sites during the summer. 

Mike Holley 
U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers 

• An individual Department of the Army permit is 

required prior to conducting proposed work, since 

the proposed project would involve work in and/or 

placement of dredged and/or fill material into waters 

of the United States under the Corps regulatory 

jurisdiction.   

• The project appears to conform to the Memorandum 

of Agreement (MOA) approved on January 10, 

2003, between the Federal Aviation Administration, 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, ADOT&PF, United 

States Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Alaska 

Department of Fish and Game regarding impacts to 

wetlands and airport projects in Alaska.  

Cynthia 

Zuelow-

Osborne 

Division of 

Governmental 

Coordination 

• A Coastal Project Questionnaire with appropriated 

attachments should be completed for the project. 
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Name Agency Comment Received 

Noah Naylor 

Northwest Arctic 

Borough Planning 

Department/Coastal 

Management Plan 

Coordination 

• The resident fish that may be affected by Grizzly 

Bridge rehabilitation include Arctic char and 

sheefish. 

 

The project is within a Village District, therefore the 

following standards apply: 

• 9.24.020 Village Standards:  Uses will not be 

allowed which significantly violate guidelines on the 

rate or amount of growth adopted by a village as part 

of its comprehensive development plan. 

• Uses in a village are required to be consistent with 

any relevant adopted village comprehensive 

development plan. 

• Uses are encouraged which provide or materially 

contribute to lower-cost fuel or power. 

• Uses are encouraged that improve the delivery of 

water, sewer, health, or other community services in 

the villages.  (Ord. 93-02 1 (9.70.020), 1993). 

 

The project will be measured on the following Northwest 

Arctic Borough (NAB) Area-wide Standards: 

9.24.060 Area-wide Standards:  The borough has 

developed these standards that identify the general and 

specific courses of action to achieve region-wide 

comprehensive plan goals and the implementation of this

title.  The standards in this section are approval criteria 

for uses anywhere in the borough.  All uses must comply 

with each of the standards set out in this section, unless 

the administrator or the commission finds that the 

standard is not applicable or the use meets the criteria of 

Section 9.24.070 of this chapter. 

• The policies of the NAB coastal management 

program are incorporated by reference, as they now 

exist and as from time to time are hereafter 

amended.  Those policies are the approval criteria 

for subject uses and are the standards under which a 

coastal consistency recommendation or 

determination is made within the coastal area, but 

are not intended to limit the requirements of stricter 

standards which may be applicable under this title to 

subsistence conservation or other specific districts. 

 

Watershed Protection.  Proposed uses shall provide for 

the conservation of natural features such as drainage 

basins and watersheds, permafrost stability, and the 

general environment of the area.  The proposed use shall 

provide for the protection of watershed areas during and 

after construction.  Conditions of approval shall be 

designed to minimize or eliminate siltation, road and 

surface runoff, and pollution of the water supply.   
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Name Agency Comment Received 

Noah Naylor 

Cont. 

Northwest Arctic 

Borough Planning 

Department/Coastal 

Management Plan 

Coordination 

 

Fire Safety and Emergency Access.  The proposed shall 

not be allowed if it is determined by the administrator or 

the State Fire Marshal to pose a significant fire danger. 

The proposed use shall not be allowed if it does not 

permit clear and easy accessibility for fire and 

emergency apparatus and police protection.  Nothing in 

this section or title shall be interpreted to require the 

administrator to determine that a proposed use is or is 

not a fire hazard or does or does not allow emergency 

access.  Ensuring fire safety and emergency access are 

responsibilities of the permittee or applicant and not the 

responsibility of the borough. 

 

Noise and Nuisance.  The proposed use shall not 

significantly affect surrounding residential properties 

with excessive noise, fumes or odors, glare, smoke, light, 

vibration, dust, litter, interference in any radio or 

television receivers off the premises, or cause significant 

line voltage fluctuation off the premises. 

 

Tundra Travel.  Vehicles shall be operated in a manner 

such that the vegetative mat of the tundra is not 

disturbed.  Blading or removal of the tundra vegetative 

cover is prohibited.  Snow ramps, snow and ice bridges 

or cribbing shall be used to cross frozen water bides to 

preclude cutting, eroding or degrading of their banks. 

Snow ramps and ice bridges shall be substantially free of 

soil and debris and of sufficient thickness to support 

vehicles.  Snow and ice bridges must be removed or 

breached, and cribbing removed after final use or prior 

to breakup, whichever occurs first.  Frozen water sources 

shall be crossed at shallow riffle areas, if such areas 

exist.  Where such areas do not exist, an environmentally 

preferred location will be identified.  Vehicles shall not 

be abandoned.  Vehicles must meet the requirements in 

the definition of tundra travel in Section 9.04.070 of this 

title. 

 

General Effects on Subsistence.  When adverse effects to 

a subsistence resource are likely and cannot be avoided 

or mitigated, uses shall not deplete subsistence resources 

below subsistence needs.  The effects addressed in this 

standard my result from a single project or from a series 

of projects.  This standard is not a basis for permitting 

uses, which have an adverse effect on subsistence in the 

subsistence conservation district.  Such uses will require 

rezoning. 
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Name Agency Comment Received 

Noah Naylor 

Cont. 

Northwest Arctic 

Borough Planning 

Department/Coastal 

Management Plan 

Coordination 

 

Effects on Migration.  Offshore and onshore uses within 

the areas of beluga, bowhead whale, or bearded seal, 

caribou or other species migration shall not significantly 

interfere with subsistence activities nor jeopardize the 

continued availability of migratory animals for 

subsistence purposes during the migration seasons. 

 

Subsistence Access.  Uses shall not preclude reasonable 

subsistence user access to a subsistence resource. 

“Reasonable access” is access using means generally 

available to subsistence users.  Reasonable opportunities 

for access to customary subsistence resources must not 

be precluded.  “Precluding access” addresses not only 

access to areas where resources are present and can be 

used by subsistence users, but also the means of access. 

 

Cultural or Historic Sites.  Uses which are likely to 

disturb cultural or historic sites listed on the national 

register of historic places, sites eligible for inclusion in 

the national register, or sites identified by the 

administrator or the commission as important to the 

study, understanding or illustration of national, state or 

local history, prehistory or culture shall (a) be required 

to avoid the sites, or (b) be required to consult with 

appropriate local, state and federal agencies and to 

properly survey and excavate or stabilize the site prior to 

disturbance.  (Preliminary descriptions of some sites are 

contained in the NAB coastal management program 

background report, referenced on Map 2 of the Coastal 

Resource Atlas or the Alaska Heritage Resource Survey 

available from the State Historic Preservation Officer. 

Information regarding more recently discovered sites is 

available from the administrator.) 

• Uses shall not cause disturbance of newly 

discovered historic, prehistoric, archaeological or 

cultural sites prior to archaeological investigation. 

Uses permitted under this title shall cease upon the 

discovery of archaeological, prehistoric, historic or 

cultural resources during the course of such uses and 

the applicant shall immediately contact the 

administrator to determine the conditions, if any,

under which such uses may continue. 

 

Traditional Activities.  Development uses shall not 

significantly interfere with traditional activities at 

cultural or historic sites identified in the coastal 

management program, the Alaska Heritage resource 

survey, or by the administrator. 
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Name Agency Comment Received 

Noah Naylor 

Cont. 

Northwest Arctic 

Borough Planning 

Department/Coastal 

Management Plan 

Coordination 

 

State and Federal Standards.  Uses shall comply with 

state and federal land, air, and water quality standards, 

regulations, and permitting requirements, including those 

listed below, but this standard does not require the 

borough to enforce such standards, and failure to do so 

shall not impose any liability on the borough. 

• Uses resulting in waterborne or airborne emissions 

must comply with all state and federal regulations. 

• Industrial and commercial development must be 

served by solid waste disposal facilities, which meet 

state and federal regulations. 

• Uses not on a central sewage system are required to 

impound and process effluent to state and federal 

quality standards. 

 

Miscellaneous Standards.  The following standards are 

applicable to the following proposed or actual uses: 

• Vehicles, vessels, and aircraft that are likely to cause 

significant disturbance must avoid areas where 

species that are sensitive to noise or movement are 

concentrated.  Concentrations may be seasonal or 

year-round and may be due to behavior (e.g., flocks 

or herds) or limited habitat (e.g., polar bear denning, 

seal haul-outs).  Horizontal and vertical buffers will 

be required where appropriate.  Concern for human 

safety will be given special consideration when 

applying this policy. 

• Industrial operations and petroleum storage and 

transportation facilities (onshore and offshore) are 

required to have an oil spill control and clean-up 

plan.  The plan must contain a risk analysis 

indicating where oil spills are likely to flow under 

various sets of local meteorological, oceanographic, 

hydrologic, or soil conditions.  Impact areas must be 

identified and strategies fully developed to protect 

environmentally sensitive areas; the spill control and 

clean-up equipment which is available to the 

operator and the response time required to deploy 

this equipment under various scenarios must be 

contained in the risk analysis.  Depending on the 

nature of the activity, adequate spill response 

equipment may be required to be kept on site. 

Duplicative borough oil spill and clean-up plans will 

not be required where a state or federally approved 

plan meeting these criteria is in effect. 
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Name Agency Comment Received 

Noah Naylor 

Cont. 

Northwest Arctic 

Borough Planning 

Department/Coastal 

Management Plan 

Coordination 

• All causeways are required to be sited and designed 

to allow free passage of fish, marine mammals, and 

molting birds with due consideration for migration

patterns, prevent changes in water circulation 

patterns that would have significant adverse effects 

on fish and wildlife, and ensure adequate sediment 

transport. 

• Areas affected by uses associated with industrial and 

resource extraction must be rehabilitated as required 

by the administrator.   

• Impermeable lining and diking or other satisfactory 

secondary containment is required for fuel storage 

facilities with a capacity greater than six hundred 

sixty gallons. 

 

Minimizing Negative Effects.  Even when permitted, 

uses are required to minimize their negative effects, 

including adherence to the following standards: 

• Uses associated with commercial recreational uses 

of land and wildlife habitat (e.g., commercial 

hunting and fishing camps and commercial 

recreational boating, hiking, and viewing) shall 

minimize adverse effects on subsistence activities. 

• Siting, design, construction, and maintenance of 

transportation and utility facilities (including ice 

roads) are required to minimize alteration of 

shorelines, water sources, wetlands, tidal marshes, 

minimize significant disturbance to important 

habitats, and avoid critical fish, whale, caribou, and 

other species’ migration periods. 

• Uses are required to maintain the natural permafrost 

insulation quality of existing soils and vegetation. 

• Airstrips are required to be sited, designed, 

constructed, and operated in a manner that 

minimizes their effect upon wildlife. 

• A means of providing for unimpeded wildlife 

crossing shall be included in the design and 

construction of structures such as roads and 

pipelines that are located in areas used by wildlife. 

Pipeline, railroad, road, or other transportation 

facility designs shall be based on the best available 

information and include adequate pipeline elevation, 

ramping or burial to minimize disruptions of 

migratory patterns and other major movements of 

wildlife.  Best available information will be 

evaluated during project review to determine if 

pipeline burial, ramping, elevation, or a combination 

thereof, will be employed. 
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Name Agency Comment Received 

Noah Naylor 

Cont. 

Northwest Arctic 

Borough Planning 

Department/Coastal 

Management Plan 

Coordination 

• Mining or other extraction of resources (including 

timber) must be conducted in accordance with 

reclamation plans that minimize adverse 

environmental effects as may be required by the 

administrator or the commission.  Reclamation of all 

upland and floodplain mined sites shall be required, 

unless such reclamation would cause greater adverse 

effects to the environmental than leaving the area 

unreclaimed.  Excavated areas should be converted 

to fish or waterfowl habitat whenever feasible and 

prudent. 

• The gravel source for the project should be 

permitted. 

• The creek crossed by Grizzly Bridge is not 

anadromous. 

Jim 

Baumgartner 

Alaska Department 

of Environmental 

Conservation 

• An open burn approval from the Anchorage Air 

Permits Office (Ann Lawton 907-269-3066) will be 

needed if ADOT&PF clears or burns slash greater 

than 40 acres. 

• There should be minimal air quality related issues 

associated with the project, provided that 

ADOT&PF’s contractor(s) implement fugitive dust 

measures for material hauling and placement during 

dry weather (summer roadway watering), and ensure 

that rock crushing activities (if any) comport with 

applicable Federal New Source Performance 

Standards and reasonable dust control measures 

during aggregate crushing and screening such as 

spray bars. 

• The ADOT&PF should incorporate into their 

construction contract(s) an obligation to use fugitive 

dust control measures. 

• The ADOT&PF should ensure that the contractor 

has a valid Air Quality Control Operating Permit for 

the aggregate crushing activities (non-metallic 

mineral processing plan), depending on the age and 

size of the contractor’s equipment.   

Larry Peltz 
National Marine 

Fisheries Service 

 

• There are no endangered species under the 

jurisdiction of NMFS in the Ambler area.   

• The proposed airport improvements will not impact 

salmon Essential Fish Habitat (EFH).   

 

Virginia 

Commack 

Ambler Traditional 

Council/Regional 

Native Health 

Corporation 

No response 

Lee Stoops 
Northwest Arctic 

Economic 
No response 
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Name Agency Comment Received 

Development 

Commission 

Roswell 

Schaffer 

Northwest Arctic 

Borough, Manager 
• No objection to the proposed improvements of the 

Ambler Airport. 

Barbara 

McManus 
City of Ambler 

• The Ambler Airport improvements are all very 

important, especially the repair of Grizzly Bridge. 

• Resurfacing the runways is not mentioned in the list 

of improvements to the airport, but should be 

considered.  In the spring and during times of heavy 

rain, the Ambler Airport has had to close because of 

the soft surface.  Last spring the airport was closed 

for a week. 

 

 

2.2 Public Scoping 
 
On March 7, 2003, project newsletters, posters, and comment sheets were sent to the Post Master 

in Ambler.  A phone call was made to the Post Master on March 13, 2003, to insure that the 

public scoping materials were received.  Project newsletters were distributed to all post office box 

holders in Ambler.  Project posters and comment sheets were distributed to the Ambler School, 

City Office, and the IRA Tribal Council Office.  In addition, project posters and comment sheets 

were placed in the foyer and lobby of the Ambler Post Office.  Written and verbal public 

comments were accepted by mail, fax, email, and phone.  Two Ambler residents provided 

comments on the proposed airport improvements.  The public comment period ended April 9, 

2003.   

 

Members of the public who responded were in favor of the proposed Ambler Airport 

improvements.  The main issues regarding the Ambler Airport Improvements Project were 

whether relocating the Airport access road would impact the fuel line that runs from the airport 

apron into Ambler.  Other comments received were in regard to safety and the FAA weather 

stations.  Comments made throughout the public scoping period, on comment sheets and in 

telephone conversations, are summarized in Table 2 and are included in Attachment C. 

 

Table 2.  Public Scoping Comment Summary 

Comments Related to Runway and Safety Area Expansion 

• Alaska Village Electric Co-op (AVEC) put a fuel line that runs from the airport apron to Ambler.  

Will the proposed upgrades impact the existing fuel line? 
 

Comments Related to the Airport Access Road 

• Will the Airport Access Road be relocated?  If so will it have an affect on the existing fuel line? 
 

Comments Related to Terrain Obstruction Removal Zone 

• It appears that the FAA weather stations (AWAS buildings) are within the proposed terrain 

obstruction removal zone.  If so, will they be relocated? 
 

General Comments Related to Airport Improvements 

• An emergency telephone would be helpful near the IRA or the school, since there have been many 

times when persons have had difficulties with flights. 
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3.0 Special Studies Needed 
 

Based on Corps of Engineers’ comments, and in accordance with the MOA regarding wetlands 

and airport projects, a wetlands delineation and functional assessment, vegetation classification, 

and wildlife habitat evaluation survey and report will be completed for this project.  A Phase I 

environmental audit will also be completed for this project. 
 

4.0 Summary 
 
When it is uncertain whether there will be significant impacts resulting from a project, an 

Environmental Assessment (EA) is often prepared to help answer that question.  Based on the 

comments received from agencies during scoping for the Ambler Airport Improvements Project, 

it is likely that an EA will be needed for this project.  The primary reason for completing an EA 

for the Ambler Airport Improvements Project is to determine and document whether, or to what 

extent, wetlands or a small stream with resident fish will be impacted by the project.  The EA will 

also address whether a reclamation plan will be required for the gravel source, how land-clearing 

operations will be conducted, whether an Air Quality Control Operating Permit will be required, 

and the effects of the proposed improvements on natural resources used for subsistence. 

 

Based on the comments received from Ambler residents during public scoping for the Ambler 

Airport Improvements Project, the EA will address: 

 

• Any impacts the improvements would have on the fuel line that runs from the existing 

airport apron into Ambler.   

• How the improvements project will address additional safety issues such as emergency 

phone access. 

• How the proposed terrain obstruction removal will impact FAA weather stations at the 

airport. 
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Project Figures 
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• Vicinity Map 

 

• Proposed Improvements 

 



AMBLER

ANCHORAGE

FAIRBANKS

PACIF
IC

OCEAN

B
E

R
IN

G
S

E
A

ARCTIC
OCEAN

KOTZEBUE

LOCATION 
AMBLER ALASKA

DATA COMPILED BY HDR ALASKA, INC.
FEBRUARY 2003
X:\GISData\Ambler\vicinity2.mxd

DATA SOURCES:  USGS QUAD AMBLER RIVER A-4, ADOT&PF

NOT TO SCALE

SCALE:  1"  =  1 MILE

FIGURE

1

Ambler Airport

U
nnam

ed C
reek

Kobuk

R
iv

er

A
m

bl
er

River



GRIZZLY BRIDGE SITEGRIZZLY BRIDGE SITE

LANDFILL ROADLANDFILL ROAD

AIRPORT
ACCESS ROAD

AIRPORT
ACCESS ROAD

SEWAGE LAGOONSEWAGE LAGOON

CITY OF AMBLERCITY OF AMBLER

MATERIAL SOURCEMATERIAL SOURCE
AMBLER AIRPORTAMBLER AIRPORT

EXISTING APRONEXISTING APRON
P

R
IM

A
R

Y
 R

U
N

W
A

Y
 1

8/
36

CROSSWIND RUNWAY 09/27

A
M

B
LE

R
 R

IV
E

R

VICINITY MAP 
AMBLER, ALASKA

E
D

G
E

   
   

O
F

   
   

P
H

O
T

O

E
D

G
E

      O
F

      P
H

O
T

O

DATA COMPILED BY HDR ALASKA, INC.
FEBRUARY 2003
X:\GISData\Ambler\areamap.mxd

DATA SOURCES:  AEROMAP U.S., ADOT&PF

500 5000
Feet

FIGURE

2



AMBLER AIRPORT
PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS

NOT TO SCALE

FIGURE

3

DATA COMPILED BY HDR ALASKA, INC.
FEBRUARY 2003
X:GISData\Amlber\adotimprov.mxd

DATA SOURCES:  AEROMAP U.S., ADOT&PF

LEGEND

PROPOSED AIRPORT IMPROVEMENTS

PROPOSED TERRAIN 
OBSTRUCTION REMOVAL AREA

PROPOSED BRIDGE REHABILITATION

EXISTING PROPERTY BOUNDARY

PROPOSED RUNWAY
SAFETY AREA EXTENSIONS

PROPOSED RUNWAY
SAFETY AREA EXTENSIONS

CROSSWIND RUNWAY 09/27
PROPOSED EXTENSION

CROSSWIND RUNWAY 09/27
PROPOSED EXTENSION

PRIMARY RUNWAY 18/36
PROPOSED EXTENSION
PRIMARY RUNWAY 18/36
PROPOSED EXTENSION

PROPOSED AIRPORT 
APRON EXPANSION

PROPOSED AIRPORT 
APRON EXPANSION

PROPOSED RUNWAY
SAFETY AREA EXTENSION

PROPOSED RUNWAY
SAFETY AREA EXTENSION

PROPOSED RUNWAY
SAFETY AREA EXTENSION

PROPOSED RUNWAY
SAFETY AREA EXTENSION

PROPOSED AIRPORT
APRON RELOCATION
PROPOSED AIRPORT
APRON RELOCATION



Ambler Airport Improvements 

Scoping Summary Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Attachment B 

Agency Scoping Materials 

and Comments Received 

 

 

 

 
Agency Scoping Letters 

 
Written Comments 

 
E-mail Comments 

 
Phone Comments 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 5, 2003 

 

 

Judith Bittner 

State Historic Preservation Officer 

Office of History and Archaeology 

3601 C St., Ste. 1278 

Anchorage, AK 99501 

 

Subject: Ambler Airport Improvements, ADOT&PF Project No. 61303 

 Agency Scoping 

 

Dear Judith Bittner: 

 

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (ADOT&PF) in cooperation with the 

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is planning a number of needed improvements to the Ambler 

Airport.  The purpose of this project is to improve safety, reliability, and operational efficiency of the 

airport.  HDR Alaska, Inc. is assisting ADOT&PF with the National Environmental Policy Act 

(NEPA) analysis associated with planned airport improvements. 

The Ambler Airport does not meet current FAA safety standards and we propose the following 

changes: 

 

• Extend and widen the runway 

• Rehabilitate, extend, and widen both runways and runway safety areas 

• Relocate the airport parking apron so it has adequate setback from the runway 

• Improve site visibility by leveling uneven terrain ground and clearing trees  

• Improve airport lighting 

• Replace the Grizzly Bridge, which links the city to the airport 

See attached project description and drawings for more information.   

 

We are in the initial design phase of this project and are soliciting agency input regarding 

environmental aspects of the project. Attached is an environmental summary with information 

gathered so far.  

 

In addition to identifying any concerns or issues your agency might have with the proposed project, 

we request the following specific information:  
 

1. An archaeological survey, done in conjunction with this project by the Alaska Archaeological 

Survey Unit, revealed that there were no cultural resources encountered that are eligible for 

inclusion into the National Register of Historic Places during the investigation of the areas of 

proposed improvements to the Ambler Airport. 
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2. We request your concurrence with our determination of a Finding of No Effect to Historic 

Properties for the Ambler Airport Improvements Project. 

 

Please return your comments before 5:00 pm April 9, 2003 to Toos Omtzigt, ADOT&PF 

Environmental Analyst (907) 451-5294 or toos_omtzigt@dot.state.ak.us. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Patricia Wightman 

Environmental Coordinator 

 
Enclosures:  as stated 

 

Other agencies receiving this letter: 

Army Corps of Engineers Mike Holley 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Judith Lee 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Larry Bright 

National Marine Fisheries Service Larry Peltz 

Alaska Department of Fish and Game Alvin Ott 

DNR/Office of History and Archaeology Judith Bittner – 106 Consultation 

Division of Governmental Coordination Cynthia Zuelow-Osborne 

Northwest Arctic Borough Roswell Schaffer 

City of Ambler Barbara MacManus 

Northwest Arctic Borough Noah Naylor 

Ambler Traditional Council Virginia Commack 

NW Arctic Economic Development Commission Lee Stoops 

Department of Environmental Conservation Jim Baumgartner 

Department of Natural Resources Kerry Walsh 

 

Copies: 

Ryan Anderson, ADOT&PF, Project Manager 

Cindie Little, ADOT&PF 

Robin Reich, HDR Project Manager 

Heather Hammond, HDR Environmental Coordinator 



1 

Ambler Airport Improvements Project 

ADOT&PF Project No. 61303 

Project Summary 
 
Introduction 
Ambler is an Inupiat community located on the north bank of the Kobuk River, near the 

confluence of the Ambler and the Kobuk Rivers, 45 miles north of the Arctic Circle (Figure 1). It 

is 138 miles northeast of Kotzebue, 30 miles northwest of Kobuk, and 30 miles downriver from 

Shungnak (Sec. 31, T020N, R005E, Kateel River Meridian.).  Ambler encompasses 9.5 sq. miles 

of land, 1.3 sq. miles of water, and is within in the Kotzebue Recording District.  Located in the 

continental climate zone, average temperatures in Ambler range from –10 to 15° F during winter 

and 40 to 65° F during summer. Temperature extremes have been recorded from –65 to 92° F. 

Snowfall averages 80 inches, and precipitation is 16 inches total per year.  

 
Existing Conditions and Deficiencies 
The Ambler Airport is a State-owned facility consisting of a 3,000 ft x 60 ft lighted gravel 

runway and a 2,400 ft x 60 ft gravel crosswind runway located 1.5 miles outside of town (Figure 

2).  Daily scheduled and charter services are provided out of Kotzebue. An air taxi service is 

based at the airport.  Aside from planes, Ambler’s major means of transportation are by small 

boat, and snow machine.  The Kobuk River is navigable from early July to mid-October.  There 

are no roads connecting Ambler to other parts of the State.  

 

The Alaska Supplement lists the following information about the airport: 

 

• Runway 18-36 (the main runway) crowns in the center and there is no line of sight 

between the runway ends.  The U.S. Terminal Procedures Manual for Alaska lists a 

circling GPS approach and a straight in non-directional beacon (NDB) approach to 

Runway 36. These are considered non-precision instrument approaches, which allow 

operations in low visibility weather conditions.  The visibility minimums are restricted to 

1 mile in part due to terrain obstructions. 

• All fuel for the community comes in by aircraft. The aircraft used is a DC-6 cargo plane 

with a tail height of approximately 28 ft. When this aircraft parks on the current apron to 

offload it penetrates the airspace. It also takes up most of the apron so that smaller 

aircraft cannot maneuver around. 

• The runways and taxiway were designed for smaller aircraft than are now using the 

airport. The medivac and passenger planes out of Kotzebue are Design Group B-II 

aircraft. The airport was originally designed for Design Group B-I aircraft.  

 

Description of Proposed Action 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (ADOT&PF) has proposed 

several improvements to address these deficiencies at the Ambler Airport.  

 

Extending Primary and Crosswind Runways and Safety Areas 
Primary Runway 18/36 is currently 3,000 ft long x 60 ft wide.  The current primary runway 

length and width does not meet FAA safety guidelines for the aircraft using the runway, and is 

inadequate for current and projected operations.  The proposed improvements would increase 

Primary Runway 18/36 by 1,000 ft in length and 15 ft in width for a total dimension of 4,000 ft 

long x 75 ft wide. The safety area would be expanded from 3,480 ft x 120 ft to 4,600 ft x 150 ft. 
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Crosswind Runway 09/27 is currently 2,400 ft long x 60 ft wide.  FAA AC 150/5325-4A, 

Runway Length Requirements for Airport Design, stipulates that, “A crosswind Runway should 

have a length of at least 80 percent of the primary runway length.”  The proposed improvements 

would increase Crosswind Runway 09/27 by 800 ft in length and 15 ft in width for a total 

dimension of 3,200 long ft x 75 ft wide (Table 1).  The safety area would also be expanded from 

2,880 ft x 120 ft to 3,800 ft x 150 ft. 

 

Table 1.  Existing and proposed runway dimensions at the Ambler Airport 
Ambler Airport Runways Existing Dimensions Proposed Dimensions 

Primary Runway 18/36 3,000 ft x 60 ft 4,000 ft x 75 ft 

Crosswind Runway 09/27 2,400 ft x 60 ft 3,200 ft x 75 ft 

Primary Runway  18/36 

Safety Area 3,480 ft x 120 ft 4,600 ft x 150 ft 

Crosswind Runway 09/27 2,880 ft x 120 ft 3,800 ft x 150 ft 

 

Adjust Runway Grades 
Modifications to the profile of Primary Runway 18/36 are proposed to provide an adequate line of 

sight.  The proposed longitudinal grade will be less than 2%.  
 

Remove Terrain Obstructions 
Terrain obstructs line of site in the Runway Visibility Zone as defined in FAA Advisory Circulars 

(Figure 3).  The material will be excavated to provide adequate line of site and used as fill for 

proposed runway improvements. 

 

Relocate Airport Apron 
The existing apron setback does not meet current safety standards for the aircraft flying into the 

Ambler Airport.  Current conditions only allow for an aircraft with an 18 ft tail height.  Anything 

greater will penetrate the 7:1 transitional surface.  DC-6’s regularly fly into the Ambler Airport to 

deliver fuel.  These aircraft have a tail height of 28 ft, which penetrates the current 7:1 transitional 

surface.  A 700 ft setback will allow for future planning of non-precision instrument approaches 

with a visibility minimum as low as ¾-mile.  The apron access road will be modified to provide 

adequate access to the apron area. 

 

Airport Lighting 
The airport lighting system is over 10 years old. Most systems in the arctic have design lives of 

10 years or less. In order to maintain the safety of aircraft operations airport lighting will be 

replaced.  

 

Land Acquisition: 

Approximately 140 acres of land will be acquired in order to provide room for the expanded 

runways, parking apron setback, terrain obstruction removal, and airspace protection for 

instrument approach procedures.  

 

Grizzly Bridge 
Grizzly Bridge is a log bridge over a non-anadromous fish stream located on the access road 

between the town and the airport.  It is the only way to access the airport.  Residents use the 

access road to transport mail, medicine, fuel and other needed supplies from the airport into town. 

The bridge is over 20 years old and has been damaged by aufeis.  Without replacement or 

rehabilitation the bridge will become impassible.   
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Schedule 
ADOT&PF would like to complete the environmental document for this project by the end of 

June 2003.   Construction of the improvements will occur as soon as funds become available and 

land has been acquired. 
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Environmental Summary 
 

 

• Contaminated Sites, Spills and Underground Storage Tanks: An inventory of potential 

contamination, underground storage tanks (USTs), and leaking underground storage tanks 

(LUSTs) was conducted through a review of existing federal, state, and local documentation.  

There were no documented areas with known or suspected contamination identified within the 

project area (ADEC 2002).   

 

• Anadromous Fish Streams: A search of the Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) 

Catalog of Waters important to the Spawning, Rearing or Migration of Anadromous Fishes lists 

major anadromous fish streams for chum salmon (Onocorhynchus keta) and arctic char 

(Salvelinus alpinus) nearby the project area as (ADF&G 2002a): 

 

• Ambler River   331-00-10490-2205 

• Kobuk River  331-00-10490 

 

The Ambler Airport is not near these waterways.  The stream crossed by Grizzly Bridge is not 

anadromous.  However, in accordance with Executive Order 107, the Department of Natural 

Resources (DNR) will be consulted regarding fish habitat permitting requirements for the proposed 

improvements to the bridge. 

 

• State Refuges, Critical Habitat Areas and Sanctuaries: A review of the ADF&G publication 

State of Alaska Refuges, Critical Habitat Areas, and Sanctuaries found that there are no State 

Refuges, Critical Habitat Areas, or Sanctuaries in the project vicinity (ADF&G 2002b). 

 

• State Land Use Plans, State Parks: A review of the DNR Division of Parks and Outdoor 

Recreation found that there are no State Parks in the project vicinity (DNR 2003b).   

 

• National Parks and Preserves:  A review of the National Park Service (NPS) National 

Parklands in Alaska found that Ambler is bordered by the Noatak National Preserve, Kobuk 

Valley National Park, and the Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve.  However, no 

National Parks or Preserves are in the project area (NPS No Date). 

 

• Historical, Archeological, and Cultural Properties:  During the summer of 2002, an 

archaeological survey was completed by the Alaska Archaeological Survey Unit in conjunction 

with this project.  The results of the survey revealed that there were no cultural resources 

encountered during the investigation of the proposed improvements to the Ambler Airport that 

are eligible for inclusion into the National Register of Historic Places (DNR 2003a). Therefore, 

the airport improvements will not adversely affect any cultural resources. 
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• Coastal Zone Management: A review of the Coastal Zone Boundaries atlas found that the 

proposed project area is within the Northwest Arctic Borough’s Coastal Management Program 

(DGC 2002).  To comply with coastal zone management program stipulations, potential impacts 

to subsistence will be minimized by timing construction and mitigation measures.  In accordance 

with Executive Order 106, DNR will be consulted regarding consistency with state and local 

coastal management plans. 

 

• Navigability:  A review of the Corps of Engineers Navigable Waters found that the Kobuk River 

is considered navigable to 200 miles upstream (USACE 1995).  Although the Kobuk is navigable 

to 200 miles the proposed airport improvements would not adversely impact the river since the 

airport facility is located approximately 1.5 miles northeast of the river.   

 

• Floodplain Management:  A review of the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) 

flood maps revealed that no information exists for the Ambler area (FEMA 2003).  A review of 

Floodplain Management Services for Alaska Communities revealed that the flood hazard is very 

low in Ambler (USACE 2003).  The Village is located on a bluff 75 ft above the Kobuk River.  

The last flood event occurred in 1968 from heavy rains.  The only event recorded after 1968 was 

a flood that occurred from an ice jam in 1973 and was recorded at 47.90 ft.  The area of proposed 

airport improvements has an elevation of approximately 200 feet.  This elevation is well above 

the recorded flood level.   

 

• Wetlands:  A review of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) National Wetland 

Inventory (NWI) revealed that no wetland mapping has been completed for Ambler (USFWS 

2002).  It is unknown at this time whether the proposed airport improvements will impact 

wetlands.  In compliance with the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between the Federal 

Aviation Administration, Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (ADOT&PF), 

Army Corps of Engineers, USFWS, and the ADF&G, wetlands will be mapped, impacts 

determined, and compensation resolved if appropriate.   

 

• Threatened and Endangered Species:  The USFWS and the National Marine Fisheries Service 

(NMFS) indicate that Ambler is not within the range of any threatened or endangered species, 

and that there are no known resident species on the federal list of threatened or endangered 

species in the project area (USFWS 2001).  The spectacled eider and the short-tailed albatross are 

listed as endangered and their range is within the coastal zone of the Kotzebue Sound.  Ambler, 

located well inland, is not within the range of either species (Bright 2003).  It is not expected that 

a formal Section 7 Consultation will be required.   

 

• Essential Fish Habitat: The Catalog of Waters Important for the Spawning, Rearing or 

Migration of Anadromous Fishes documents the presence of arctic char and chum salmon at the 

confluence of the Ambler and Kobuk Rivers (ADF&G 2002a). All waters that support 

anadromous fish species are considered Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) by NMFS.  Therefore, EFH 

exists in the Kobuk and Ambler Rivers.  However, none of the Airport Improvements are located 

near the rivers, and it is not likely that an EFH Assessment will be required.   
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• National Wildlife Refuges: The USFWS web site has been visited to determine if National 

Wildlife Refuges exist in the proposed project area.  The web site indicates that there are none 

(USFWS 2000). 

 

• Bald Eagle Nests:  Although bald eagles are not considered endangered or threatened under the 

Endangered Species Act in the State of Alaska, they fall under the Bald Eagle Protection Act and 

the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.  At this time it is unknown whether bald eagle nests are located 

within the project area.  The ADOT&PF will coordinate with the USFWS to determine if an 

eagle nest survey needs to be completed. 

 

• Wild and Scenic Rivers:  The NPS’s web site on Wild and Scenic Rivers lists the Kobuk River 

as a designated wild and scenic river (NPS 2003).  The proposed airport improvements will not 

affect the free-flowing condition of the river because it is located outside of the project area.  

Therefore, no Section 7 Determination of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act will be required 

(Thomas 2003).  
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Telephone Conversation Record 

 

 

 

 
Project Ambler Airport Improvements  Project No. 1556 

        Time 9:15  am  Date 04/08/03  File No.        

        Call to Heather Hammond, 

HDR 
907-274-2000  Call from Noah Naylor, 

Northwest Arctic 

Borough, Coastal 

Coordinator 

907-442-2500 

 Phone No.  Phone No. 

 
Discussion, Agreement and/or Action:  

Noah returned my call requesting agency comments.  He said that he had gone over the proposed 

improvements to the Ambler Airport with the Mayor and did not see any problems with the project.  

He was concerned with where the gravel was going to come from for the runway extensions.  He 

asked if the gravel source was already permitted – if so then there is not a problem.  He said the 

laying of the gravel is not an issue. 

 

I asked Noah if he new what kind of fish were in the creek crossed by Grizzly Bridge and if residents 

fished out of that creek.  He said that he and Roswell Schaffer had talked about that and the creek is 

not an anadromous fish stream.  I asked him if he new what kind of resident fish species existed in 

the creek.  He didn’t know but would get back to me via email or fax with his comments on the 

project and information about the creek. 
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Project Ambler Airport Improvements  Project No. 07072-1556 

        Time 12:30 pm  Date 02/04/03  File No.        

        Call to Cassie Thomas, NPS 

Anchorage 
257-2644  Call from Heather Hammond, 

HDR 
274-2000 

 Phone No.  Phone No. 

 
Discussion, Agreement and/or Action:  

I called Cassie to inquire about the wild and scenic designation for the Kobuk River and asked her 

what we needed to do for the Ambler Airport Improvements EA.  Cassie asked where the Kobuk 

was in relation to the Airport.  I told her it was approximately 1.5 miles from the airport and the area 

of proposed improvements.  She said since the project was not affecting National Park lands or the 

banks of the river no Section 7 determination would required and it was up to us whether to mention 

it in the final document. 
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Project Ambler Airport Improvements  Project No. 1556 

        Time 8:48  am  Date 04/08/03  File No.        

        Call to Roswell Schaffer, 

Northwest Arctic 

Borough, Manager 

907-442-2500  Call from Heather Hammond, 

HDR 
907-274-2000 

 Phone No.  Phone No. 

 
Discussion, Agreement and/or Action:  

I contacted Roswell Schaffer to ask if he had any comments or suggestions on the Ambler Airport 

Improvements project.  He recalled seeing the letter and said that he had no objections with or 

suggestions for the project but that everything looked good.  He said he gave the letter to his 

planning department to compose a response to us and he would check on it.  He said he would fax 

anything he found. 
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Project Ambler Airport Improvements  Project No. 07072 

        Time 3:30 pm  Date 1/30/03  File No.        

        Call to Heather Hammond, 

HDR Alaksa 
907-274-2000  Call from Larry Bright, 

USFWS, Fairbanks 
907-456-0324 

 Phone No.  Phone No. 

 
Discussion, Agreement and/or Action:  

 

Larry returned my call requesting information regarding a USFWS contact for Ambler.  Larry 

explained that he supervises the project planning branch of USFWS and reviews NEPA and 404 

projects.  He said that he would be the main contact and it would be fine to contact him with 

questions about our project but that in the future others might work on the project as well. 

 

I told Larry that we were collecting information that would help us decide whether an EA or CatEx 

would be appropriate for the proposed airport improvements as well as road bridge reconstruction in 

Ambler.  Through a search of USFWS’s endangered species webpage I found that the spectacled 

eider and the short-tailed albatross were listed as endangered and their range was within the coastal 

zone of the Kotzebue Sound.  I asked Larry if he would expect to see either species in Ambler.  

Larry said that Ambler is located well inland and is not within the range of the short-tailed albatross 

or the spectacled eider.   

 

I asked him if there were any important fish and wildlife habitat areas or migration corridors near 

Ambler, and specifically the airport, that we should be concerned with.  He said that since the area is 

located near the base of the Brooks Range he suspects it consists of black spruce boreal forest, 

wetlands, and tundra.  Therefore, we could expect to see caribou move through the area but he said 

he didn’t think it was important or critical habitat for caribou.  He said we could also expect to see 

moose, bears, martin, etc.  

 

I asked Larry if we might expect to see any eagles and raptors in the area.  He said that we might see 

golden eagles and peregrine falcons.  They tend to nest near the upland foothills of the Brooks 

Range, along bluffs and cliff faces, and near rivers because they like to feed on ducks and songbirds.  

Because the airport is located away from the river’s edge he didn’t think the project would interfere 

with either species.  I asked Larry what kind of other birds to expect in Ambler.  He couldn’t think of 

any particular concerns in relation to migratory birds but said that we might expect to see swans, 

ducks, and maybe geese.  There are also tropical migrants like warblers that probably inhabit the 

area.  He said as far as resident birds are concerned we should expect to see ravens, grey jays, and 

chickadees.   
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Telephone Conversation Record 

 

He suspects that there are wetlands in the area and said that 

USFWS would be looking at how many wetlands would be 

impacted by the proposed airport improvements.  Larry said that one way to mitigate impacts is to 

use timing restrictions on construction of projects.  For example, often they recommend that gravel 

be dumped in habitat during the winter so that there is no take of nesting sites during the summer, 

which are often difficult to identify.  He said that wetland and habitat maps are helpful to USFWS in 

making determinations for the project.  More detailed maps, specifically aerial photography, helps 

them make better determinations and quicker responses.   

 

He asked if I had seen the DOT MOA between the Army Corps of Engineers and other agencies 

regarding wetland avoidance and minimization procedures for airport projects.  The MOA outlines 

techniques to minimize impacts of airport projects specifically.  He said that there is a Wetlands 

Avoidance and Minimization Checklist that serves as a guideline to minimize impacts such as are 

proposed in the Ambler Airport Improvements.   
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Project Ambler Airport Improvements  Project No. 1556 

        Time 10:00  am  Date 04/16/03  File No.        

        Call to Kerry Walsh, 

Department of Natural 

Resources, West Team 

Area Manager 

907-451-2722  Call from Heather Hammond, 

HDR Alaska, Inc. 
907-274-2000 

 Phone No.  Phone No. 

 
Discussion, Agreement and/or Action:  

I contacted Kerry Walsh in regard to her comments submitted for the proposed Ambler Airport 

Improvements Project to find out what kind of DNR Permit may be required for the gravel source.  

She said that if gravel is taken from a river or a sand bar, which are state owned, a permit would be 

required.  I referenced project Figure 2 and explained that the proposed material is located to the east 

of the airport and is not near the Ambler or Kobuk Rivers.  She said in that case a reclamation plan 

would have to be filed with DNR depending on whether the material site has an existing reclamation 

plan and the amount of material needed from the site.  If more than 5 acres is needed for the 

proposed improvements DNR will request a reclamation plan. 
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Project Ambler Airport Improvements  Project No. 07072-1556 

        Time 12:30 pm  Date 02/04/03  File No.        

        Call to Cassie Thomas, NPS 

Anchorage 
257-2644  Call from Heather Hammond, 

HDR 
274-2000 

 Phone No.  Phone No. 

 
Discussion, Agreement and/or Action:  

I called Cassie to inquire about the wild and scenic designation for the Kobuk River and asked her 

what we needed to do for the Ambler Airport Improvements EA.  Cassie asked where the Kobuk 

was in relation to the Airport.  I told her it was approximately 1.5 miles from the airport and the area 

of proposed improvements.  She said since the project was not affecting National Park lands or the 

banks of the river no Section 7 determination would required and it was up to us whether to mention 

it in the final document. 
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Smith, Linda

From: Karczmarczyk, Paul F (DOT) [paul.karczmarczyk@alaska.gov]
Sent: Saturday, December 08, 2012 3:50 PM
To: downeyshield@yahoo.com; cityofamblerak@yahoo.com; virginia.commack@ivisaappaat.org; 

Noah Naylor; abraham.snyder@nana.com
Cc: Johnston, Christopher F (DOT); Schaeffer, Calvin C (DOT); Smith, Linda; Anderson, Ryan 

(DOT); Maybrier, Scott L (DOT)
Subject: Meeting flyer for Ambler Airport Rehabilitation Meeting at Ambler, AK on 12/18/2012
Attachments: FINAL Ambler Airport Rehabilitation 2012_12_18 mtg flyer.pdf
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AAllaasskkaa  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff   TTrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  aanndd  PPuubblliicc  FFaacciilliittiieess    

            ((DDOOTT&&PPFF))  

  

Ambler Airport Rehabilitation 
                                                 Project #61303 

 

 

 

 

  

       
      Public Informational Meeting  

 

Tuesday, December 18, 2012 
Ambler School 

 

 Sign in begins at 6:00 p.m. 
 Presentations start at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Please join us for an informal public meeting to discuss ďŽƚŚ the Ambler Airport 

Rehabilitation ĂŶĚ GƌŝǌǌůǇ CƌĞĞŬ BƌŝĚŐĞ ProjectƐ.  DOT&PF staff will discuss ƌĞĐĞŶƚ studies,

ĞŶŐŝŶĞĞƌŝŶŐ͕ ĂŶĚ ŝƐƐƵĞƐ ƌĞŐĂƌĚŝŶŐ ŶĂƚƵƌĂůůǇ ŽĐĐƵƌƌŝŶŐ ĂƐďĞƐƚŽƐ͘ WĞ ǁĂŶƚ ƚŽ ŐĞƚ ĂƐ ŵƵĐŚ
local input on the projectƐ as we can, ĂŶĚ ŝƚ Ɛ͛ ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ that community residents ƐƚĂǇ
informed and involved.  We͛ll be available to provide project information, ůŝƐƚĞŶ ƚŽ ǇŽƵƌ
concerns and ideas, and answer questions about the work. 
                                                    
  Tentative Agenda:    Sign-in and refreshments (provided)                                 

                                     Introductions                                
   

                                     DOT&PF Project Presentation   

                                                Questions and Answers/Comments 



 
 
 
 
 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and 
Public Facilities (ADOT&PF), in cooperation with 
the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), is 
proposing needed airport improvements at the 
Ambler Airport in Ambler, Alaska.  The purpose of 
this project is to bring the airport up to FAA 
standards. 
 
 
 

 
Ambler residents depend on barge, plane, 
small boat, and snowmachine as their main 
means of transportation.  The Ambler Airport 
plays a major role in transporting mail, 
medicine, fuel, and other needed supplies 
from the airport into town.   

 
There are several deficiencies at the Ambler 
Airport that do not meet current size and 
safety standards according to the ADOT&PF 
and FAA recommended airport facility 
standards.  The proposed Ambler Airport 
Improvements include: 

 

y       Extending Primary and Crosswind 
Runways, runway safety areas, and 
taxiway 

y      Adjust runway grades and remove 
terrain obstructions to provide adequate 
line of sight 

y       Replace/upgrade airport lighting 
y       Rehabilitate apron access road 
y   Rehabilitate Grizzly Bridge 

             
 

Environmental Analysis Begins  
 

ADOT&PF has begun the environmental 
analysis phase for the proposed 
improvements at the Ambler Airport. In order 
to complete an environmental analysis, the 
ADOT&PF needs your assistance to identify 
issues of public concern associated with the 
project. In order to ensure the ideas and 
concerns of the public are reflected in the 
environmental analysis phase, the ADOT&PF 
is soliciting public comments on the project. 
 

How can you be involved? 
 

ADOT&PF and its consultant HDR would like 
to ensure that your community has an active 
role during the environmental analysis 
process. Therefore, the project team invites 
your comments and questions any time 
during the process. ADOT&PF is soliciting 
comments through HDR, and requests that 
you provide your comments and questions by 
phone, fax, email or regular mail.  
Additionally, comment sheets are available at 
the Ambler Post Office. 

February 2003 

Ambler Airport 
 

Improvements Project  

Ambler Airport 

Proposed 

Improvements 



 

 
                                                                                         
                                                                                         
                                                                                         
                                                                                         
       
                                                                                         
                                                                                         
                                                                                         
 

 
 

HDR Alaska, Inc. 
2525 C Street, Suite 305 
Anchorage, AK  99503 

Heather Hammond 
Project Coordinator 
HDR Alaska, Inc. 
2525 C Street, Suite 305 
Anchorage, AK 99503 
(800) 478-2514 toll free 
(907) 274-2022 fax 
hhammond@hdrinc.com 

Ryan Anderson 
Project Manager 
Alaska DOT&PF 
Northern Region 
2301 Peger Road 
Fairbanks, AK 99709-5316 
(907) 451-5466 
(907) 451-5126 fax 
ryan_anderson@dot.state.ak.us 

To:       Boxholder 
            Ambler, Alaska 99786  

Contact Information 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (ADOT&PF) is proposing needed         
improvements to the Ambler Airport.  Your input is needed to help the project team determine potential 
impacts to your community and the environment.  
 
Look inside for more details on the proposed improvements to the Ambler   
Airport.   
 
Please provide your comments by phone, letter, e-mail, or fax as listed below. 
 

Comments must be received by April 1, 2003. 

Improvements Planned at the Ambler Airport! 

Grizzly Bridge in Ambler 



   
  
 
 
 

  
1 

 

 
Telephone Conversation Record 

 

 

 

 
Project Ambler Airport Improvements  Project No. 07072-1556 

        Time 11:00 am  Date 03/11/03  File No.        

        Call to Heather Hammond 907-274-2000  Call from Bobby Tickett 907-445-2187 

 Phone No.  Phone No. 

 
Discussion, Agreement and/or Action:  

Bobby Tickett, the Post Master for Ambler called to inform me that the she received our package of 

Project Newsletters and passed them out to all P.O. Box holders in Ambler.  She hadn’t yet received 

the package with the project poster and comment sheets.  She said that after reviewing the Project 

Newsletter she had a few questions and comments. 

 

Will the airport access road be relocated? 

 

The Alaska Village Electric Co-op (AVEC) put in a fuel line that runs from the existing airport 

apron, past grizzly bridge, into Ambler along the existing access road.  The fuel line was put in place 

because the rivers are too low for barge transport.  Bobby suggested that we check with ADOT to 

see if they have knowledge of the pipeline.  She believes that AVEC implemented the pipeline 

before ADOT did their survey.  She said that Brent Petri, with AVEC, would be a good person to 

talk to.   

 

Bobby believes that the AWAS buildings (FAA weather stations) are within the obstruction removal 

area.  She asked what would happen to the buildings if they were in fact within the obstruction 

removal zone.  Will they be relocated or left alone? 



   
  
 
 
 

  
 

 

 
Telephone Conversation Record 

 

 

 

 
Project Ambler Airport Improvements  Project No. 07072-1556 

        Time 4:30 pm  Date 03/13/03  File No.        

        Call to Bobby Tickett 907-445-2187  Call from Heather Hammond 907-274-2000 

 Phone No.  Phone No. 

 
Discussion, Agreement and/or Action:  

I contacted Bobby Tickett to ask if she received our package of project posters and Newsletters.  She 

said she had and that she distributed the Newsletters to each P.O. Box holder in Ambler.  Project 

posters and comment sheets were distributed to the Ambler School, City Office, and the IRA Tribal 

Council Office.  In addition, project posters and comment sheets were placed in the foyer and lobby 

of the post office. 



Ambler Airport 

Improvements Project 
ADOT&PF Project #61303 

                                Comment Sheet 
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Please send comments to: 

Heather Hammond, HDR Environmental Planner 

 

Comments must be received by April 9, 2003. 
Mail:  Fold this form as noted, affix a stamp, and drop in the mail. 

Phone:  (907) 274-2000 or toll free (800) 478-2514 Fax:  (907) 274-2022 

E-mail: hhammond@hdrinc.com�

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 HDR Alaska, Inc. 

ATTN: Ambler Airport Improvements Project 

 2525 C Street, Suite 305 

 Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

please fold this side in first 
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please tape here 

please 

put  

stamp 

here 

FOLD HERE 

FOLD HERE 



   
  
 
 
 

  
 

 

 
Telephone Conversation Record 

 

 

 

 
Project Ambler Airport Improvements  Project No. 07072-1556 

        Time 12:30 pm  Date 03/03/03  File No.        

        Call to Hageland Aviation 

Services, Inc. 
907-245-0119  Call from Heather Hammond, 

HDR  
907-274-2000 

 Phone No.  Phone No. 

 
Discussion, Agreement and/or Action:  

I contacted Hageland Aviation Services, Inc., Anchorage Office, to find out if they fly into Ambler 

Alaska.  The travel agent said that their Kotzebue branch flew into Ambler regularly.  She said that 

Eric Sieh would be the contact person to send our scoping materials too.  The address to the 

Kotzebue branch of Hageland Aviation Services, Inc. is P.O. Box 697, Kotzebue AK. 99752.   



   
  
 
 
 

  
 

 

 
Telephone Conversation Record 

 

 

 

 
Project Ambler Airport Improvements  Project No. 07072-1556 

        Time 12:35 pm  Date 03/05/03  File No.        

        Call to Larry’s Flying Service 907-474-9169  Call from Heather Hammond, 

HDR  
907-274-2000 

 Phone No.  Phone No. 

 
Discussion, Agreement and/or Action:  

I contacted Larry’s Flying Service to ask them about service to Ambler Alaska.  The travel agent 

there said that they could provide chartered service into Ambler upon request.  However, after 

working there over a year she has never scheduled a flight into Ambler and didn’t feel like they 

could provide adequate input for the Ambler Airport Improvements project.   



Ambler Airport Improvements Project 
 
Back Page 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (ADOT&PF) is proposing 
needed improvements to the Ambler Airport.  Your input is needed to help the project 
team determine potential impacts to your community and the environment. Look inside for 
more details on the proposed improvements to the Ambler Airport.  Please provide your 
comments by phone, letter, e-mail, or fax as listed below. 
  
 
 

For more information, contact: 
 
Heather Hammond, HDR Project Coordinator 
Mail:  2525 C Street, Suite 305 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
Toll free: (800) 478-2514 
Fax:  (907) 274-2022 
E-mail:  hhammond@hdrinc.com 
 
Ryan Anderson, ADOT&PF Project Manager 
Mail:  2301 Peger Road 
Fairbanks, AK 99709-5316 
Phone:  (907) 451-5466 
Fax:  (907) 451-5126 
E-mail: ryan_anderson@dot.state.ak.us 
 
 
 
 
 
Comments must be received by April 9, 2003 
Comment sheets are available at the Post Office 
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The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (ADOT&PF) in cooperation with 

the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is proposing needed airport improvements at the 

Ambler Airport. The purpose of this project is to bring the airport into compliance with current 

FAA and ADOT&PF standards. The proposed airport improvements would:

���������A	�D���AB������������A	�D���AB������������A	�D���AB������������A	�D���AB���

•Extend and widen the runway

•Rehabilitate, extend, and widen both runways and runway safety areas

•Relocate the airport parking apron so it has adequate set back from the runway

•Improve site visibility by leveling uneven terrain and clearing trees

•Improve airport lighting

•Replace the Grizzly Bridge, which links the city to the airport
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Environmental scoping for this project has begun. 

Scoping is a process through which project team members listen to ideas and concerns of people and 

agencies affected by the project and identify a range of issues needing further study. 

Scoping ensures that future studies associated with the project reflect public and agency input. 

The ADOT&PF and its consultant HDR Alaska would like your feedback on the project. 

Please provide your comments by phone, letter, email or fax as listed below.

A project newsletter with more information was mailed to all box holders. 

If you did not receive a newsletter and would like one please contact HDR as listed below. 

Comment sheets are available at the Post Office.
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March 5, 2003 

 

 

 

Bobby Tickett 

Postmaster 

Ambler Post Office 

P.O. Box 9998 

Ambler, AK. 99786 

 

Subject: Ambler Airport Improvements, ADOT&PF Project No. 61303 

 Public Scoping Materials 

 

Dear Bobby Tickett: 

 

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (ADOT&PF) in cooperation with the 

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is planning a number of needed improvements to the Ambler 

Airport.  The purpose of this project is to improve safety, reliability, and operational efficiency of the 

airport.  HDR Alaska, Inc. is assisting ADOT&PF with the National Environmental Policy Act 

(NEPA) analysis associated with planned airport improvements. 

 

We are in the initial design phase of this project and are soliciting public input regarding 

environmental aspects of the project.  In this package you will find the following information: 

 

• Public Scoping Notices – please post at the post office and throughout the community on 

bulletin boards that are clearly visible to the public. 

• Project Newsletter – please post on the bulletin board at the post office near the public 

scoping notice. 

• Comment Sheets – please have comment sheets available at the post office on a table that is 

easily accessible to the public. 

 

Thank you very much for your help in distributing these materials and making them accessible to the 

residents of Ambler.  If you have any questions please call me at 1-800-478-2514.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Heather Hammond 

Environmental Planner 

 
 

Copies: 

Ryan Anderson, ADOT&PF, Project Manager 

Cindie Little, ADOT&PF 

Robin Reich, HDR Project Manager 

 



   
  
 
 
 

  
 

 

 
Telephone Conversation Record 

 

 

 

 
Project Ambler Airport Improvements  Project No. 07072-1556 

        Time 12:20 pm  Date 03/05/03  File No.        

        Call to World Express Travel 907-786-3265  Call from Heather Hammond, 

HDR  
907-274-2000 

 Phone No.  Phone No. 

 
Discussion, Agreement and/or Action:  

I contacted World Express Travel and asked if they what the names were of the airlines that flew 

into Ambler Alaska.  The travel agent gave me the names of two air services, hageland Aveiation 

Services, Inc. 907-245-0119 out of Anchorage; Larry’s Flying Service, Inc. 907-474-9169 out of 

Fairbanks.   



Ambler Airport Improvements 

Scoping Summary Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment D 

Mailing List  

 



Ambler Airport Improvements

Comprehensive Mailing List

Last Updated 4/16/03

(Mailing list will be updated continually throughout the project)

LAST FIRST JOB TITLE ASSOCIATION ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE email phone1 Fax

Bittner Judith State Historic Preservation Officer Office of History and Archaeology 550 W. 7th Ave., Suite 1310 Anchorage AK 99501-3565 judy.bittner@alaska.gov 907-269-8715

Morris Bill (Regional supervisor)Habitat and Restoration Division Alaska Dept. of Fish and Game 1300 College Road Fairbanks AK 99701-1599 907-459-7282

Curtis Jennifer Region 10 Environmental Protection Agency 222 West 7th Avenue #19 Anchorage AK 99513-7588 curtis.jennifer@epa.gov 907-271-6324  907-271-3424

Milles Chris North Region Area Manager Department of Natural Resources 3700 Airport Way Fairbanks AK 99709 chris.milles@alaska.gov 907)451-2711

Smith Louise Conservation Planning Assistance U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 101 12th Ave., Box Fairbanks AK 99701-6267 louise_smith@fws.gov 907-456-0306 907-456-0208

Holley Michiel North team leader U. S. Army Corps of Engineers Regulatory P.O. Box 6898 Elmendorf AK 99506-6898 michiel.e.holley@usace.army.mil 907-753-2712

Chase John Community Development & Flood Program Specialist Northwest Arctic Borough P. O. Box 1110 Kotzebue AK 99752 jchase@nwabor.org 907-442-2500 (112) 907-442-2930

Air Quality Construction Permits Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation410 Willoughby Ave., Ste. 303 Juneau AK 99801-1795 907-456-5108

Fisheries Biologist National Marine Fisheries Service 222 W. 7th Ave. #43 Anchorage AK 99501 907-271-1332

Downey Jr. Shield (Chief) Village Council/Native Housing Authority Ambler Traditional Council P. O. Box 47 Ambler AK 99786 tribemanager@.ivisaappaat.org 907-445-2238 907-445-2187

Cleveland Jr Miles Housing Rep Ambler Traditional Council in Kobuk AK 948-2217

Maniilaq Corporation Regional Native Health Corporation P. O. Box 256 Kotzebue AK 99752

Regional Development NW Arctic Economic Development Commission P. O. Box 1110 Kotzebue AK 99752 907-442-2500 907-442-3740

Borough Manager Northwest Arctic Borough P. O. Box 1110 Kotzebue AK 99752 907-442-2500 907-442-2930

 Johnson Martin Mayor City of Ambler P. O. Box 9 Ambler AK 99786 cityofamblerak@gmail.com 907-445-2122

Sieh Eric Hageland Aviation Services, Inc. P.O. Box 697 Kotzebue AK 99752 hasotz@hageland.com (907) 442-2936

Joule The Honorable Reggie Representative Alaska State Representative State Capitol, Room 410 Juneau AK 99801-1182 Reggie_Joule@legis.state.ak.us 907-465-4833 907-465-4586

Olsen The Honorable Donald Senator Alaska State Senator State Capitol, Room 508 Juneau AK 99801-1182 Senator_Donny_Olson@legis.state.ak.us 907-465-3707 907-465-4821

Adler Penny Chief of Airport Leasing State of AK DOT&PF 2301 Peger Road Fairbanks AK 99709-5399 penny.adler@alaska.gov 907-907-451-5226

Greene Alexa Planning State of AK DOT&PF 2301 Peger Road Fairbanks AK 99709-5399

Worrall

Jeremy Director, M&O North Region State of AK DOT&PF 2301 Peger Road Fairbanks AK 99709-5399 jeremy.worrall@alaska.gov 907) 451-5230

Swarthout, P.E. Mr. Ralph Director State of AK DOT&PF 2301 Peger Road Fairbanks AK 99079-5399

O'Halloran Mr. Bill Regional Safety & Airport Manager M&O State of AK DOT&PF 2301 Peger Road Fairbanks AK 99709-5399

Adams Mr. Jim Western District Mgr. M&O State of AK DOT&PF P.O. Box 1048 Nome AK 99762

Schaffer Calvin Kotzebue Airport Mgr. M&O State of AK DOT&PF P.O. Box 55 Kotzebue AK 99752 907-442-3147

Iles Becky State of AK DOT&PF becky_iles@dot.state.ak.us

Ramos Penny Ambler Resident Ambler AK 99786

Sheldon Nellie Post Master Ambler Resident Ambler AK 99786 nellie.sheldon@usps.gov 907-445-2187

Mailing List Page 1
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Smith, Linda

From: Smith, Linda
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:59 PM
To: sonny.adams@nana.com; penny.adler@alaska.gov; paul.anderson2@alaska.gov; 

jewel_bennett@fws.gov; johnf.bennett@alaska.gov; ethan.birkholz@alaska.gov; 
judy.bittner@alaska.gov; evan.booth@alaska.gov; tribemanager@ivisaappaat.org; 
Curtis.Jennifer@epa.gov; steven.k.davis@noaa.gov; alice.edwards@alaska.gov; 
ierlich@maniilaq.org; marie.greene@nana.com; Elizabeth.Hensley@nana.com; 
s05jacobso@blm.gov; cityofamblerak@yahoo.com; william.morris@alaska.gov; 
tokleasik@nwabor.org; jeanne.proulx@alaska.gov; calvin.schaeffer@alaska.gov; 
Allan.G.Skinner@poa02.usace.army.mil; ted_swem@fws.gov; barbara.trost@alaska.gov; 
Eugene.; jeremy.worrall@alaska.gov

Cc: Anderson, Ryan (DOT); meadow.bailey@alaska.gov; bruce.campbell@alaska.gov; 
roger.healy@alaska.gov; Karczmarczyk, Paul F (DOT); steve.titus@alaska.gov; 
Bruce.Greenwood@faa.gov; Smith, Linda

Subject: Ambler Airport Scoping letter
Attachments: Ambler Scoping letter signed.pdf
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FIGURE 2
Proposed Airport

Improvements
LEGEND

        PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS
1. Lengthen existing main runway
    to 4,000 ft. and widen to 75 ft.
2. Lengthen existing Runway Safety
    Area (RSA) to 4,600 ft. and widen
    to 150 ft.
3. Remove terrain obstructions
4. Overlay runway, taxiway, apron,
    and embankments with surface
    course material
5. Install airport lighting and
    navigational aids
6. Realign 850 ft. of airport access road
7. Rehabilitate and resurface 2,750 ft.
    of airport access road
8. Construct permanent drainage
    structure at Grizzly Creek
9. Acquire land for proposed Runway
    Protection Zones (RPZs)
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Ambler Airport Rehabilitation 
DOT&PF Project #61303 
Environmental Summary 

 

Wetlands:  In July 2003, a field assessment of the project area for the proposed improvements at the 
Ambler airport was conducted to identify wetland areas.  The project team will evaluate opportunities to 
avoid and minimize impacts to these wetland areas.  
 

Wildlife:  The area is located near the base of the Brooks Range, and consists of black spruce boreal 
forest, wetlands, and tundra.  Caribou, moose, bears, marten, and other species use the project area.   
 

Threatened and Endangered Species:  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife (USFWS) and the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) indicated that Ambler is not within the range of any threatened or endangered 
species, and that there are no known resident species on the federal list of threatened or endangered 
species in the project area (USFWS 2011a).  The spectacled eider and the short-tailed albatross are listed 
as endangered, and their range is within the coastal zone of the Kotzebue Sound.  Ambler, located well 
inland, is not within the range of either species (Bright 2003).  It is not expected that a formal Section 7 
Consultation would be required.   
 

Contaminated Sites, Spills and Underground Storage Tanks: There are no documented areas with 
known or suspected contamination identified within the project area (ADEC 2011).  A Phase I 
environmental site assessment was conducted for the project in 2003, and concluded that there were no 
visible indication of hazardous material historic releases and only minor petroleum soil staining.  The 
proposed access road realignment would cross utilities, including a buried petroleum line.  A site 
assessment will be conducted to investigate the potential for contamination within the road realignment 
area.  
 

Naturally Occurring Asbestos: Deposits of asbestos were identified in regions north of the Kobuk River 
over a century ago during the gold stampede.  The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) has since recorded 
twelve deposits along the river near the villages of Ambler, Shungnak, and Kiana (ADPH 2005b).  In 
2003, naturally occurring asbestos was discovered in a local material site.  Gravel from the local material 
site has been used throughout Ambler for 30 to 40 years to construct roads, housing and building pads, 
and the airport runway. The site is currently closed to future projects by the landowner.  Recently, 
DOT&PF investigated several potential material sites within around the project area, and sampling 
identified varying trace amounts of asbestos at all sites.  In addition, the Alaska Division of Public Health 
recognized that the deferral of construction projects carries risks to the community and worked with 
individuals, agencies, and stakeholders to evaluate the significance of the asbestos and develop health and 
safety recommendations for the community. A 2005 report concluded that with appropriate safety 
measures, construction projects can take precautions to minimize airborne dust and worker exposure can 
be controlled to OSHA standards (ADPH 2005a).  This project will proceed in accordance with the new 
Alaska law (Chapter 13 Session Laws of Alaska 2012) for work involving naturally occurring asbestos.  
(http://legiscan.com/gaits/text/630421/Alaska-2011-HB258-Enrolled.pdf).   
 

Anadromous Fish Streams: The Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) Catalog of Waters 
Important to the Spawning, Rearing or Migration of Anadromous Fishes lists two major anadromous fish 
streams near the project area as (ADF&G 2011): 

 Ambler River, #331-00-10490-2205  
Supports chum salmon (spawning), whitefish, and Dolly Varden 

 Kobuk River (Nazuruk Channel), #331-00-10490 
Supports chum, pink, and Chinook salmon, Dolly Varden (spawning), whitefish, and sheefish 

 

The Ambler Airport is over three-quarters mile away from the Ambler River, and about a mile and a half 
away from the Kobuk River.  Grizzly Creek is not anadromous.   
 

Historical, Archeological, and Cultural Properties:  During September 2001, an archaeological survey 
was completed by the Alaska Archaeological Survey Unit for the airport and old material site.  The 
survey revealed no cultural resources that are eligible for inclusion into the National Register of Historic 
Places (DNR 2003). The project team will coordinate with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) 
regarding this project and proposed material site(s). 
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State Parks, Refuges, Critical Habitat Areas and Sanctuaries: A review of the DNR Division of Parks 
and Outdoor Recreation found that there are no State Parks in the project area (2011).  A review of the 
ADF&G publication State of Alaska Refuges, Critical Habitat Areas, and Sanctuaries found that there are 
no State Refuges, Critical Habitat Areas, or Sanctuaries in the project area (2011b).   
 
National Parks and Preserves:  Ambler is bordered by the Noatak National Preserve, Kobuk Valley 
National Park, and the Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve.  However, no National Parks or 
Preserves are in the project area (NPS No Date). 
 
National Wildlife Refuges: A review of the USFWS web site revealed that no National Wildlife Refuges 
exist in the project area (USFWS 2011b).  The northeast corner of the Selawik National Wildlife Refuge 
is about ten miles south of the town of Ambler. 
 
Navigability:  A review of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Navigable Waters found that the 
Kobuk River is considered navigable to 200 miles upstream (2011a).  Although the Kobuk River is 
navigable to 200 miles, the proposed airport improvements would not adversely impact the river as the 
airport facility is located approximately 1.5 miles northeast of the river.   
 
Floodplain Management:  A review of the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) flood 
maps revealed that no information exists for the Ambler area (2003).  A review of Floodplain 
Management Services for Alaska Communities revealed that the flood hazard is very low in Ambler 
(USACE 2011a).  The village is located on a bluff 75 ft above the Kobuk River.  The last flood event 
occurred in 1973 due to ice jamming, with flood water elevation recorded at 47.90 ft.  A flood event 
occurred in 1968 due to heavy rains (no elevation data identified).  The area of proposed airport 
improvements has an elevation of approximately 200 feet, well above the recorded flood level. 
 
Essential Fish Habitat: The Catalog of Waters Important for the Spawning, Rearing or Migration of 
Anadromous Fishes documents the presence of Pacific salmon, whitefish, and sheefish at the confluence 
of the Ambler and Kobuk Rivers (ADF&G 2011a).  All waters that support anadromous fish species are 
considered Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) by NMFS. Therefore, EFH exists in the Kobuk and Ambler 
Rivers; however, none of the proposed improvements are adjacent to or within those rivers.  The airport is 
about three-quarters of a mile from the Ambler River, and almost a mile and half from the Kobuk River.  
Comments from NMFS during the 2003 scoping effort identified that the proposed airport improvements 
would not impact EFH.  It is anticipated that an ice road would be used to transport material from 
identified material sites, and an ice bridge may be needed to cross the Ambler River.   
 
Bald Eagle Nests:  The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act prohibits the take of bald eagles, their 
nests, and eggs either directly, such as by shooting, or indirectly, such as by disturbance of nesting eagles. 
Most nests are located along the southeast coastline of Alaska.  The USFWS Bald Eagle nest atlas does 
not identify any known sites near Ambler.   
 
Wild and Scenic Rivers:  The 110 miles of the Kobuk River that flows through the Gates of the Arctic 
National Park is listed as a designated wild and scenic river (NWRS 2011).  The proposed airport 
improvements would not affect the free-flowing condition of the river because the river is located outside 
of the project area, and the section designated as wild and scenic is far upstream of the project area.  
Therefore, no Section 7 Determination of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act would be required. 
 
Coastal Zone Management: A review of the Coastal Zone Boundaries atlas found that the proposed 
project area is within the Northwest Arctic Borough’s Coastal District.  The Alaska Coastal Management 
Program ended June 30, 2011, and the Alaska Division of Coasts and Oceans Management was dissolved.  
The project team will consult directly with local and borough planners. 
 



Ambler Airport Rehabilitation                                  Project No.: 61303 June 2012 

3 

References 
 

Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC).  2011.  Division of Spill Prevention  
and Response, Contaminated Sites Database. 

 

Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G).  2011a.  Catalog of Waters Important for the Spawning, 
Rearing, or Migration of Anadromous Fishes.  Accessed using the Fish Resource Monitor.  
ADF&G Habitat Division. 

 

_____.  2011b.  State of Alaska Refuges,  
Critical Habitat Areas, and Wildlife Ranges map.  

http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=protectedareas.locator 
 

Alaska Department of Natural Resources, State Historic Preservation Office (DNR).  2003.   
Archaeological Survey of Proposed Improvements to Ambler Airport Draft, ADOT&PF  
Project No. 61303.  Prepared by the Alaska Archaeological Survey Unit.   

 

Alaska Department of Natural Resources (DNR).  2011.   Division of Parks and Outdoor  
Recreation web site.  http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/index.htm 

 

Alaska Department of Health and Social Services, Division of Public Health, Section of Epidemiology.  
2005a.  Asbestos Exposure – Ambler:  Public Health Evaluation and Assessment. Interim Report.  
Prepared by John P. Middaugh, M.D. and Scott Arnold, PhD. 

 

_____.  2005b.  Investigation of Possible Environmental Asbestos Exposure Asbestos Exposure in 
Northwest Alaska, 2004-2005.  Interim Report.  Prepared by Marc Chimonas, M.D., M.P.H., 
John P. Middaugh, M.D. and Scott Arnold, PhD. 

 

Bright, Larry.  January 2003.  Conversation between Bright of U.S. Fish and Wildlife  
Service and Heather Hammond of HDR Alaska. 

 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  2003.  The Multi-Hazard Mapping Initiative  
web site.  http://www.hazardmaps.gov/atlas.php 

 

National Park Service (NPS).  2003.  Wild and Scenic Rivers web site.  
www.nps.gov/rivers/wildriverslist.html 

 

_____.  No Date.  Kobuk Valley National Park Map. http://www.nps.gov/kova/index.htm 
 

National Wild and Scenic River System (NWSR).  2011.  Kobuk Wild and Scenic River, Alaska. 
http://www.rivers.gov/wsr-kobuk.html, updated 8/18/2011.   
 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE).  2011a.   Public Floodplain Viewer, accessed through the 
USACE Alaska District Floodplain Management Services web site.  
http://www.poa.usace.army.mil/en/cw/fld_haz/floodplain_index.htm 

 

_____. 2011b.  Corps of Engineers Alaska District Navigable  
Waters web site.  www.poa.usace.army.mil\reg\NavWat.htm 
 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).  2011a.  Alaska Region:  Endangered Species. 
http://alaska.fws.gov/fisheries/endangered/listing.htm 

 

_____.  2011b.  America’s National Wildlife Refuge System web site.  
http://www.fws.gov/refuges/profiles/ByState.cfm?state=AK 
 

_____.  No date.  Alaska Bald Eagle Nest Atlas 
http://alaska.fws.gov/mbsp/mbm/landbirds/alaskabaldeagles/default.htm 



�

Smith, Linda

From: Sackinger, Robert B (DNR) [robert.sackinger@alaska.gov]
Sent: Monday, July 30, 2012 4:10 PM
To: Smith, Linda; Karczmarczyk, Paul F (DOT)
Cc: Wait, Alexander J (DNR); Proulx, Jeanne A (DNR); Gleason, Mary E (DNR)
Subject: Re: Ambler Airport Scoping Letter, DNR-Lands Comments
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Smith, Linda

From: Elizabeth Hensley <Elizabeth.Hensley@nana.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 4:22 PM
To: Smith, Linda
Cc: Marie Greene; Sonny Adams
Subject: RE: Ambler Airport Scoping letter
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Elizabeth Saagulik Hensley, J.D.  | Corporate & Public Policy Liaison  

NANA Regional Corporation  | 3150 C St. Suite 150, Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Direct 907 265 3774 | Fax 907 343 5729 | elizabeth.hensley@nana.com  
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Smith, Linda

From: Karczmarczyk, Paul F (DOT) [paul.karczmarczyk@alaska.gov]
Sent: Saturday, December 08, 2012 3:50 PM
To: downeyshield@yahoo.com; cityofamblerak@yahoo.com; virginia.commack@ivisaappaat.org; 

Noah Naylor; abraham.snyder@nana.com
Cc: Johnston, Christopher F (DOT); Schaeffer, Calvin C (DOT); Smith, Linda; Anderson, Ryan 

(DOT); Maybrier, Scott L (DOT)
Subject: Meeting flyer for Ambler Airport Rehabilitation Meeting at Ambler, AK on 12/18/2012
Attachments: FINAL Ambler Airport Rehabilitation 2012_12_18 mtg flyer.pdf
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Ambler Airport Rehabilitation 
                                                 Project #61303 

 

 

 

 

  

       
      Public Informational Meeting  

 

Tuesday, December 18, 2012 
Ambler School 

 

 Sign in begins at 6:00 p.m. 
 Presentations start at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Please join us for an informal public meeting to discuss ďŽƚŚ the Ambler Airport 

Rehabilitation ĂŶĚ GƌŝǌǌůǇ CƌĞĞŬ BƌŝĚŐĞ ProjectƐ.  DOT&PF staff will discuss ƌĞĐĞŶƚ studies,

ĞŶŐŝŶĞĞƌŝŶŐ͕ ĂŶĚ ŝƐƐƵĞƐ ƌĞŐĂƌĚŝŶŐ ŶĂƚƵƌĂůůǇ ŽĐĐƵƌƌŝŶŐ ĂƐďĞƐƚŽƐ͘ WĞ ǁĂŶƚ ƚŽ ŐĞƚ ĂƐ ŵƵĐŚ
local input on the projectƐ as we can, ĂŶĚ ŝƚ Ɛ͛ ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ that community residents ƐƚĂǇ
informed and involved.  We͛ll be available to provide project information, ůŝƐƚĞŶ ƚŽ ǇŽƵƌ
concerns and ideas, and answer questions about the work. 
                                                    
  Tentative Agenda:    Sign-in and refreshments (provided)                                 

                                     Introductions                                
   

                                     DOT&PF Project Presentation   

                                                Questions and Answers/Comments 
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