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The Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) proposes to reconstruct 3™
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1 PROPOSED ACTION

1.1 INTRODUCTION

The Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&PF), in cooperation with the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), proposes to reconstruct 3™ Street in Fairbanks, Alaska
between the Old Steese Highway and Hamilton Avenue (Figure 1). The project proposes to

widen 3" Street for the addition of through lanes, improve intersections by adding exclusive right

and left turn lanes, and modify existing signal systems.

This Environmental Assessment (EA) evaluates the alternatives and impacts of the 3 Street
project. This project was initially evaluated in an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The
Draft EIS (DEIS) was written in 1992, and the Final EIS was approved in 1997. Three years
lapsed after document approval without a major step to advance the project. Therefore, a written
re-evaluation is required (23 CFR 771.129). DOT&PF has developed a new EA due to the time
lapse and design changes from the previous environmental documents. This EA relies on new
engineering, traffic, socio-economic, and impacts analyses to consider and evaluate the

alternatives.
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2 PURPOSE AND NEED

2.1 PURPOSE

The purpose of this project is to:
e Decrease delay by improving traffic flow

¢ Improve safety for motorized and non-motorized users

22 NEED

2.2.1 Improve Traffic Flow

Traffic flow through the project corridor was evaluated by performing a traffic capacity analysis.
This analysis calculated Levels of Service (LOS) for all intersections in the project corridor
(USKH Capacity Analysis Report, May 2004). LOS is a measure of how well an intersection
accommodates traffic within an acceptable range of delay. LOS is measured on a scale from A
(excellent) through F (failing). Intersections rated LOS D and below perform at unacceptable

levels. Table 1 shows the general definitions of these levels of service.

There are four intersections with a total of 12 intersection approaches in the project corridor.
Four of the twelve (33%) approaches are currently rated LOS D or worse for evening peak hour

traffic, increasing to nine of twelve (75%) by 2025 if no action is taken (Table 2).

Table 1: General Definitions of Levels of Service

Level of Service General Operating Conditions

Free flow
Reasonably free flow
Stable flow
Approaching unstable flow
Unstable flow
Forced or breakdown flow

TmoOwm >

Note: Specific definitions of these levels of scrvice vary-by facility type.

Source: AASHTO, A Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and Strects, 2004,

The Fairbanks Metropolitan Area Transportation System (FMATS), the official transportation
planning organization for the Fairbanks urban area, identifies the project area as an “Existing
Traffic Congestion/Problem Area.” FMATS also considers this corridor a “Future Traffic

Congestion/Problem Area” unless construction improvements are undertaken.
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Photo 1 illustrates the congestion that currently occurs in the corridor. The lack of turn pockets
creates additional delay at the 3" Street/Steese Expressway intersection. As a result, drivers
experience long delays caused by backed-up traffic at peak hours. Mid-block congestion, as

shown in Photo 1, creates poor property access throughout the entire project corridor.

Photo 1: 3™ Street Eastbound PM Peak Hour Traffic, March 2002
‘_:\;:’ % g
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Table 2 summarizes the LOS ratings for evening (PM) peak hour traffic if no action is taken.

Information in bold print indicates unacceptable LOS.

Table 2: Traffic Capacity Analysis, No Build Scenario

3" Street Intersection at: 2005 LOS 2025 LOS
Forty Mile Avenue
(Two-Way Stop)
Northbound Approach C
Southbound Approach™ E F

Eagle Avenue
(Two-Way Stop)

Northbound Approach F F

0

Southbound Approach

Old Steese Highway
(Signalized)

Northbound Approach

Southbound Approach

Eastbound Approach

vl N@N livell N
oNE-NNoNNQ!

Westbound Approach

Steese Expressway
(Signalized)

Northbound Approach

Southbound Approach

Eastbound Approach

SiElO]lO
CRECRE-R R

Westbound Approach

*This is a commercial driveway.
Source: USKH, Capacity Analysis Report, May 2004.

2.2.2  Improve Safety

From 1997-1999, the accident rate for the 3" Street/Steese Expressway intersection was nearly
twice the statewide average for signalized, four-approach intersections (USKH, Accident
Analysis Report 2004). Six of the accidents within the project corridor resulted in major personal
injuries. The following tables show project corridor collisions separated by location, intersection

collisions (Table 3) and mid-block collisions (Table 4).
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Table 3: Collisions at Intersections, 1997-1999

1d
. — 39 St. & Old F‘Z’) ﬁf&'\ﬁ‘le 39St & 39St & | Total
Steese Hwy. s Steese Expy. Eagle Ave.

Rear-end 12 2 30 1 45
Overtaking 0 1 4 0 5
Left-turn 4 0 29 0 33
Angle 4 1 3 0 8
Right-turn (opposing dir.) 1 0 8 0 9
Sign/utility post/signal 1 0 1 0 2
Pedacycle (Bicycle) 0 0 2 0 2
Total 22 4 77 1 104

Note: There were no reported accidents involving right-turn (same direction), head on, sideswipe, or pedcestrians.

Source: USKH, Accident Analysis Report 2004.
Table 4: Collisions not at Intersections, 1997-1999
Accident Type Old Steese Hwy. To 40 Mile Ave. to Steese Expy. To Total

Forty Mile Ave. Steese Expy. Eagle Ave.

Rear-end 1 0 1
Overtaking 1 0 1
Total 22 0 2

Source: USKH, Accident Analysis Report 2004.
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3 ALTERNATIVES
Three Build Alternatives and one No Build alternative were developed and evaluated for this

document.

3.1 NO BUILD ALTERNATIVE

The No Build alternative does not meet the project purpose and need of this project because it
does not reduce delay or improve safety. Over the 20-year design period evaluated in this EA,
LOS would continue to get worse (Table 2), and safety would continue as an unabated problem
(Tables 3 & 4). This alternative is carried through the document as a viable alternative per
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) procedures. The No Build alternative clearly

demonstrates the needs and beneficial results of the following Build Alternatives.

32 BUILD ALTERNATIVES

The Build Alternatives differ only in the direction 3™ Street is widened. The North Alternative
widens 3" Street to the north, the South Alternative widens it to the south, and the Middle
Alternative widens it in both directions. All Build Alternatives require the following right of way

(ROW) to be acquired along the Steese Expressway:

e 7 feet (ft) of ROW along the east side of the Steese Expressway to accommodate dual left
turn lanes at the 3" Street/Steese Expressway intersection and the right turn lane at the
College Road/Steese Expressway intersection

e 19 ft of ROW along the Steese Expressway adjacent to Gavora Mall to construct

southbound dual left-turn lanes at the 3™ Street/Steese Expressway intersection

Additional ROW is required for each Build Alternative and is discussed individually below. All
three Build Altemmatives meet the project purpose and need of reducing delay and improving
safety. They all provide sufficient capacity to safely handle the traffic demands for both

motorized and non-motorized users for a 20-year design life.
Lane configurations would be the same for all Build Alternatives.
All Build Alternatives would equally impact project area utilities. Utility impacts would be

developed further in the design phases of this project. DOT&PF would maintain communication

with utility companies to address any impacts this project may cause to utilities.
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3.2.1 North Alternative

The North Alternative maintains the south curb line and widens 3™ Street by building to the north
(Figure 2). ROW acquisitions on the north side of 3™ Street would occur from 0 to 60 feet
beyond the existing ROW. This alternative would impact five commercial structures, housing
nine businesses and about 27 employees, and one residence (Updated Relocation Study, 2005).

The cost estimate for North Alternative ROW acquisition is $8,400,000.
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3.2.2  South Alternative

The South Alternative would maintain the north curb line and widen 3™ Street to the south
(Figure 3). This alternative requires ROW acquisitions from the south side of 3™ Street, with a
maximum acquisition of about 60 ft at the southeast and southwest corners of the 3™ Street and
Steese Expressway intersection. Required ROW then tapers back toward the existing roadway to

the east and west.

This alternative requires additional ROW on the north side of 3™ Street to improve access to
Gavora Mall and to reconstruct the 3™ Street and Eagle Avenue intersection. This alternative
would impact nine commercial structures, housing 21 businesses and about 86 employees

(Updated Relocation Study, 2005). The cost estimate for ROW acquisition is $7,900,000.

Lane configurations for the South Alternative are shown in Figure 4. The lane configurations for

the North and Middle Alternatives are similar to the configurations for the South Alternative.

3.2.3 Middle Alternative

The Middle Alterative widens the roadway along both sides of 3™ Street (Figure 5). About 30 ft
of ROW would be required from each side at the 3™ Street and Steese Expressway intersection.

Required ROW tapers back to meet the existing ROW to the east and west.

The Middle Alternative would impact eight commercial structures, housing 18 businesses and
about 53 employees. The cost estimate for ROW acquisitions is about $9.4 million. These costs
are about $1.0 million greater than the North Alternative and $1.5 million greater than the South
Alternative. This alternative does not minimize ROW, relocation or economic impacts and is

therefore eliminated from further consideration in this EA.

10
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4 ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES
Several environmental impact categories are not affected by the proposed project actions. The

following table briefly outlines these categories.

Table 5: Impact Categories Not Affected by this Project

Impact Category | Description

Coastal Zone Fairbanks is not within a designated Alaska Coastal Zone, nor is it near a
zone of influence. (Alaska Coastal Management Program,
www.alaskacoast.state.ak.us/, Jan 05). This project would not affect land or
water covered by the Alaska Coastal Zone Management Program (CZMP).
No coastal barriers are within reach of project impacts.

Farmlands The Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) regulates Federal actions with
the potential to convert farmland to non-agricultural uses, and the FHWA
requires an assessment for prime or unique farmland in accordance with the
US DOA Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS). The NRCS
states that there are no prime or unique farmlands within the State of Alaska
(NRCS official website Jan 05).

Floodplain The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) designated the
project area as “Zone X on the 1992 Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM)
Community Panel 025009-0182G. All Zone X areas on the FIRM panel are
protected from the 100-year flood by levee, dike or other structures.
Therefore, this project does not encroach upon a base floodplain (E-mail
from Doug Sims, FNSB Community Planning Division, 3/11/05)

Natural The natural resources and energy resources required by this project would

Resources and not adversely impact the local or regional supply.

Energy

Wetlands There are no wetlands, as defined by the US Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE), and protected under the Clean Water Act and Executive Order
(EO) 11990 in or near the project area.

Wildlife The Alaska Department of Fish & Game (ADF&G) confirmed that there are

Resources no wildlife resources of concern within the project corridor (Personal

communication, Don Young, 2/11/05). No eagle nests exist in the project
area. Wildlife resources are limited in the urban limits of Fairbanks.
Moose may occasionally wander into the residential areas surrounding 3™
Street in search of browse in the winter.

Threatened & No Threatened, Endangered or candidate species on the United States Fish
Endangered & Wildlife Service (USFWS) Alaska Region list are in or near the project
Species area.

Wild & Scenic No wild and scenic rivers, as listed by the National Park Service, are located
Rivers in or near the project area (http://www.nps.gov/rivers/wildriverslist.html).
Visual The proposed project does not have the potential for visual quality impacts.

There are no visually sensitive resources in or near the project area.

The existing environment is discussed for each of the following impact categories, and the

impacts of the No Build and the North and South alternatives are described.
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4.1 RIGHT OF WAY IMPACTS

4.1.1 Existing Environment

The 3" Street corridor is a fully developed, mixed commercial corridor. This project corridor
contains both General Commercial (GC) and General Use (GU-1) FNSB zoning districts. The
project properties west of the Steese Expressway are zoned GC, and the properties east of the

Steese Expressway are zoned GU-1.

GC zoning is intended to provide for a variety of retail, office, wholesale, personal service and
general service uses for the consumer population. The GC zoned properties in this project
corridor have no minimum lot size restrictions, but they are required to have a minimum building
setback. The setback requirement is 20 feet for front yards. There is no side or back yard
requirement except for properties abutting residential or agricultural zones, for which the setback
1s 10 feet and may be reduced to five feet if a sight-obscuring screen is provided (FNSB Zoning
Ordinance 18.34.030).

GU-1 zoning has very few restrictions and is intended for rural areas where sewer and water are
not available. However, water and sewer services are available along the project corridor. The

minimum lot size for a GU-1 property is 40,000 square feet (FNSB Zoning Ordinance 18.44.030).

Within both zoning districts, two or more contiguous lots under common ownership may be used
as one lot to meet minimum zoning requirements. Additionally, the FNSB Zoning Ordinance
provides specific procedures for obtaining variances from zoning requirements as a remedy for

impacts resulting from highway projects (FNSB Zoning Ordinance 18.54.045).

Nine structures are located on the north side, and 19 structures are located along the south side of
the project. Six of these structures house multiple businesses. The dates of construction range
from 1947 to 1991. Over half of the buildings are 25 years old or older (pre-1979) and show
signs of age and neglect. Novus Windshield Repair, the newest building in the corridor, was built
in 1991. Four buildings were built in the 1980’s. Several of the buildings have been added on to

a number of times.

The businesses in the area appear to be in decline. The number of tenants in the Gavora Mall has

shrunk from 14 in 1992 to four in 2005. Recollections Antique Shop and the log structure behind
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House of Tabs are now used for storage and would require major renovations to support
businesses. Recollections Antique Shop was vandalized in the 1990°s and has been used only for
storage since. It is no longer connected to electricity or water, is not heated, and the roof has
begun to leak causing the ceiling to sag (Northern Land Use Research (NLUR), Phase III Historic
Resources Evaluation, April 2004). Decline throughout the corridor may be attributed to the age
of the buildings, inconvenient access and change in the local retail economy from small

individually owned businesses to large national chain stores.

There are no public facilities in the project corridor. Jubilee Worship Center stopped allowing
public use of church facilities in 2004 (Personal communication, Rochelle Markle, 4/4/05). The
dental offices in the Helmbrecht Dental Clinic building provide commercial dental services.

These offices are privately leased, and the clinics do not serve as public facilities.

4.1.2 No Build Alternative

This alternative does not require land acquisition and business relocation payments. The No
Build alternative would likely continue the decline of productive land use, and members of the
community would not benefit from the potential revitalization present with the Build

Alternatives.

The No Build alternative would not decrease delay or improve safety throughout the project

corridor for all users.

4.1.3 Build Alternatives

North Alternative

ROW impacts for the North Alternative range from loss of parking to structure removal. Specific

impacts are outlined Table 6.
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Table 6: Right of Way Impacts, North Alternative

Name Description

North Side of 3" St.

Gavora Mall Loss of 72 parking spaces to
Gavora Mall; removal of
vacant Office Depot space

Eagle Plaza Mall Loss of some off-street parking

China 1 Restaurant Structure would be acquired

Jorgensen Residence Structure would be acquired

Reddot Studio Structure would be acquired

South Side of 3™ St.

Helmbrecht Dental Clinic Loss of landscaping; structure
would be acquired

Note: ROW impacts arc in the preliminary design phase. DOT&PF would determine
actual squarc footage for ROW takes during the final design stage.

The following table outlines businesses that qualify for relocation assistance under the Uniform

Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, and as amended.

Table 7: Businesses Qualified for Relocation, North Alternative

Business Name Location

North Side of 3 St.
JoAnn Fabrics' 250 3™ St.
China 1 Buffet 418 3" St.
Alaska Barber Shop 305 Eagle St.
Reddot Studio 305 Eagle St., Ste. B
Recollections Antique Shop” 512 3" st.
South Side of 3" St.
Helmbrecht Dental Office 42139 St., Ste. 1
Jess T. Ellis, DDS, MS Office 421 3 St., Ste. 2A
Robert W. Morehead, DMD Office 421 3" St., Ste. 2A
Stan W. Sapkos Office 421 3" St., Ste. 2 B

IJoAnn Fabrics is currently rclocating into the vacant Office Depot space at Gavora Mall

(cast cnd).

2 Recollections Antique Shop is an abandoned business.

South Alternative

ROW impacts for the South Alternative range from loss of parking to structure removal. Specific

impacts are outlined in Table 8.
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Table 8: Right of Way Impact Descriptions, South Alternative

Name Description

North Side of 3™ Street

Gavora Mall Loss of three parking spaces, increasing its
current non-compliance with FNSB parking
standards

South Side of 3™ Street

Holiday Alaska Inc. (Holiday Gas Station)

One (of two) gas pump islands would be
removed

Wendy’s Restaurant

Partial structure acquisition and building
remodel

Six businesses at 229 3™ Street, Suites 1-6

Structure would be acquired

Novus Windshield Repair

Structure would be acquired

Sign Detail Shop

Structure would be acquired

Award Makers Structure would be acquired
House of Tabs Structure would be acquired
Real Estate Offices Structure would be acquired

Helmbrecht Dental Clinic/Dental Offices

Partial loss of landscaping and parking;
structure would be acquired

Independent Carpenters Garage

Partial loss of off-street parking. FNSB
GU-1 zoning does not require off street
parking (18.50.060)

Trademark Screenprinters

Structure would be acquired

The Chowder House Restaurant

Partial loss of off-street parking. FNSB
GU-1 zoning does not require off street
parking (18.50.060)

Jubilee Worship Center

Front entrance and wheelchair ramp would
be impacted

Table 9 outlines the 21 businesses that qualify for relocation assistance under the Uniform

Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, and as amended

(Updated Relocation Study, 2005). There are no businesses on the north side of 3™ Street that

qualify for relocation assistance under the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property

Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, and as amended.

Table 9: Businesses Qualified for Relocation, South Alternative

Business Name Address
South Side of 3" Street
Holiday Gas Station 205 3™ St.
Wendy’s Restaurant 209 3" St.

Vacant Retail Space

229 3" St., Ste. 1

Curves For Women

229 3" St Ste. 2
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Mitigation measures are often determined during negotiations with the property owner. These

negotiations can be affected by settlements reached with adjoining owners and the ability to

secure FNSB zoning variances. Table 10 outlines typical types of damages that may result from

acquisition along commercial corridors, and the tools used to mitigate or compensate for such

damages.

Table 10: Typical Damages and Mitigation Measures
Damages Mitigation Measures
Zoning Impacts

Remaining lot size below minimum

Obtain zoning variance

Increase lot size with excess lands acquired from
adjoining parcels

Monetary compensation for damages resulting from
size non-conformance

Combine commonly owned contiguous lots

Setback distance below minimum

Obtain zoning variance

Move or reduce size of structure to clear setback areas

Increase lot size with excess lands acquired from
adjoining parcels

Monetary compensation for damages resulting from
setback non-conformance

Combine commonly owned contiguous lots

Available space for commercial
parking below zoning minimum

Reconfigure parking layout to meet zoning
requirements

Reconfigure remaining structures to allow for more
parking area

Obtain zoning variance

Incorporate adjoining excess lands or acquire offsite
property to increase parking area

Compensate for monetary damages resulting from
parking non-conformance

Combine commonly owned contiguous lots

Driveway Impacts

Grade changes, relocation, access
control

Provide frontage road, common driveways, acquire
easement for alternate access, increase driveway length
to meet maximum grade requirements

Elimination of Vehicular Access
(Access Control)

Monetary compensation for damages resulting from
elimination of vehicular access

Improvements Impacts

Move structure on-site, reduce
building size, entrance modification

Provide cost-to-cure damage payment to relocate or
modify entrance and to move or modify structure

Miscellaneous

Provide cost-to-cure damage payment to reinstall
fences, paving, landscaping, commercial signs, etc.
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Ultimately, the input of the property owner is important to determine which type of damage
mitigation measure would be most appropriate. A change in land use may make a remainder
property unsuitable for the existing business but very suitable for future activities. Where
damages cannot be mitigated by a zoning variance, cost to cure payment, or a reconfiguration of
structures or parcel boundaries, the owner may elect to retain the remainder and receive

compensation for the unmitigated damages, or request a total acquisition.

In cases where a property owner elects to retain a remnant lot or lots that do not individually meet
current zoning requirements and are contiguous and commonly owned, the lots as a whole may be
combined into one lot to meet current zoning requirements according to FNSB Zoning Ordinance

18.54.045. Figure 6 depicts contiguous, commonly owned lots within the project area.

ROW acquisition and relocation activities would comply with the Uniform Relocation Assistance

and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, and as amended (Public Law 100-17).

The Fairbanks area has sufficient vacant land that is zoned General Commercial to give any
business the opportunity to relocate within the City if the owner chooses. Mitigation for any
business relocated includes a maximum reestablishment expense, moving costs for personal
property, and help in finding an appropriate location. Relocation and its associated benefits are

explained in the booklet, “Coming Your Way” (DOT&PF).
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4.2 SOCIAL IMPACTS

4.2.1 Existing Environment

The five neighborhoods adjacent to the project area are Slaterville, Grachl, Timberland, Hamilton
Acres, and Island Homes (See Figure 7). Accessibility to businesses and neighborhoods is

hampered by congestion in the project area.

Executive Order 12898 mandates adherence to Environmental Justice standards for determining
disproportionate effects on minorities or disadvantaged people. Year 2000 U.S Census Data
shows the race characteristics and income levels of the project area. Census tract 4, block group
2 stretches from the Steese Expressway ecast along 3™ Street to C Street and north to W. Trainor
Gate Road. Census Tract 4, block group 4 stretches east along 3™ Street to C Street, south to the
Chena River. Census tract 5, block group 2, is bounded by College Road and the Chena River

and stretches west from Steese Expressway to Johansen Expressway (See Figure 1).

Table 11: Percentages of Minority or Poverty Populations Potentially Affected

Category Alaska FNSB Tract 4 (Block | Tract 5 (Block
Groups 2 & 4) Group 2)
Minority 32.4% 24.0% 26.3% 25.5%
Individuals in Poverty 9.4% 7.8% 10.0% 8.1%

The six pereentages for cthnicity “alone or in combination” may add to more than 100 percent because individuals may report more
than one race.
Sourcc: 2000 US Census, www consus.gov

Minority and low-income populations surrounding the project area are slightly but not

substantially higher than in the FNSB.
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Pedestrian and bicycle facilities within the project corridor allow alternate means of
transportation. North of 3" Street, the Steese Expressway has 4 to 5-foot sidewalks on the west
side and 8-foot sidewalks on the east side. South of 3 Street, the Steese Expressway has 4 to 5-
foot wide sidewalks on both sides. On the north side, 3™ Street has 6-foot sidewalks west of the
Steese Expressway and 5-foot sidewalks east of the Steese Expressway. On the south side, 3™
street has 5-foot wide sidewalks. The majority of sidewalk ramps do not meet current standards

for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

The DOT&PF accident database for 1997 through 1999 lists two bicycle accidents at the 3™
Street/Steese Expressway intersection. The following signalized intersections have pedestrian

signals:

e Steese Expressway & 3" Street
e Old Steese Highway & 3™ Street

4.2.2 No Build Alternative

This alternative would adversely affect LOS and safety along the project corridor as both
continue to deteriorate. The No Build alternative would negatively impact public safety because
congestion hinders emergency response vehicles. Retail shoppers, churchgoers, commuters and

residents would continue to be inconvenienced by congested traffic conditions.

Access by non-motorized users would be negatively impacted as traffic congestion increases and
safety decreases. This alternative would maintain pedestrian facilities that are below current
ADA guidelines along 3" Street. The No Build alternative would not improve pedestrian/bicycle
facilities or access to the surrounding community. Serious accidents, including accidents with
pedestrians and bicyclists, would continue unabated as annual average daily traffic (AADT)
volumes increase from 11,000 in 2000 to 15,000 in 2025 (USKH, Capacity Analysis Report, May
2004).

4.2.3 Build Altematives

Social impacts for the North and South alternatives are similar. Both improve traffic safety and
increase neighborhood cohesion as access and safety are improved for motorized and non-
motorized users. The Build Alternatives include upgrades to the intersection of 3 Street and

Steese Expressway, which would improve safe access from area neighborhoods to community

25



3" Street Widening Project Environmental Assessment
June 14, 2005

facilities and local businesses. This project is not expected to increase traffic activity on

neighborhood side streets.

All Build Alternatives would equally impact traffic patterns along 3™ Street. Properties along 3™
Street located across from raised medians would be limited to right-turn only movements (See

Figure 4).

Both Build Alternatives provide 5-foot pathways on each side of the Steese Expressway. Both
Build Alternatives would provide an 8-foot sidewalk on the north side of 3™ Street from 40 Mile
to Eagle Avenue and 6-foot sidewalks along the rest of the project. Both Build Alternatives
would provide 6-foot sidewalks on the south side of 3" Street. All pedestrian facilities
throughout the corridor would be upgraded to meet ADA guidelines. Pedestrian push button

signals would be updated as well.

The Updated Relocation Study indicates a Build Alternative (South Alternative) would impact
only one minority-owned business. The Build Alternatives would not disproportionately impact

minority or disadvantaged populations.

424 Mitigation

This project provides a net beneficial impact. No mitigation is required.

4.3 ECONOMIC IMPACTS

43.1 Existing Environment

Fairbanks is the primary service and supply center for Interior Alaska. The City has a diverse
economy. Factors affecting the local economy include government, manufacturing,

communication, medical and financial services, tourism, and mining.

The FNSB economy is strong. Opportunity in the Fairbanks job market is good and rising. Total
employment has increased 1.0% from the second quarter of 2003 to the second quarter of 2004
with 36,900 civilian employees in the FNSB during the fall 2004 quarter (Fairbanks Community
Research Quarterly, Fall 2004). This is a slow, steady job growth rate.
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The project area is in the late stages of transition from residential to commercial. At this time,
only two residences remain within the project corridor. The corridor is essentially fully

developed.

4.3.2 No Build Alternative

This alternative would cause negative impacts to the businesses in the area, as increasing traffic

congestion would hamper access and thereby reduce sales.

The No Build alternative would not utilize this project’s support of both public and private
economic development plans outlined in the FNSB Comprehensive Plan for sustainable land use
and responsible economic development (Comprehensive Plan, Comprehensive Plan Advisory
Committee (CPAC) Draft 6-2-03). This alternative does not provide the opportunity for growth

through business revitalization associated with a construction project.

4.3.3 Build Alternatives

General short-term economic impacts could include new business revenue resulting from the
construction work force and the loss of business revenue due to construction inconvenience.
Once this project is complete, businesses would be more accessible to customers due to improved

traffic flow and reduced congestion, thereby potentially increasing sales.

North Alternative

Nine businesses would quality for relocation benefits under the Uniform Relocation Assistance
and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, and as amended. The North Alternative

would impact about 27 employees (Updated Relocation Study, 2005).

Table 12: Employees Displaced by North Alternative

Business Name Number of
Employees
JoAnn Fabrics 9
China 1 Buffet 4
Alaska Barber Shop 1
Reddot Studio 1
Recollections Antique Shop (abandoned business) 0
Helmbrecht Dental Office 4
Jess T. Ellis, DDS, MS Office 3
Robert W. Morehead, DMD Office 2
Stan W. Sapkos Office 3
Total 27
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Property acquisitions resulting from this alternative could result in the reduction of the FNSB
property tax base by about $30,000 annually. According to the FNSB, the Borough collects
around $65 million a year in property tax. However, this decrease in property tax revenue may be

temporary as businesses may choose to relocate within the Borough.

This alternative would require the demolition of the future JoAnn Fabrics space (Office Depot) at
Gavora Mall to meet parking regulations. China 1 Buffet would be removed. China 1 may

rebuild on the existing site by combining commonly owned contiguous lots or relocate elsewhere
in the Borough. The Alaska Barber Shop and Reddot Studio may rebuild and relocate at another

site within the project area.

South Alternative

For the South Alternative, 21 businesses would qualify for relocation benefits under the Uniform
Relocation Assistance and Real Property Policies Act of 1970, and as amended. This alternative

would impact about 86 employees (Updated Relocation Study, 2005).

Table 13: Employees Displaced by South Alternative

Business Name BAer OF
Employees

Holiday Gas Station 8
Wendy’s Restaurant 36
Vacant Retail Space 0
Curves For Women 3
Vacant Retail Space 0
Hair by Chung Hee 1
Razors Edge 1
All Star Hair 1
Novus Windshield Repair 2
Sign Detail Shop 1
Award Makers 3
House of Tabs 2
Otter Realty 1
Premier Realty 2
Frontier Realty 1
Helmbrecht Dental Office 4
Jess T. Ellis, DDS, MS Office 3
Robert W. Morehead, DMD Office 2
Stan W. Sapkos Office 3
Trademark Screenprinters S
The Chowder House Restaurant 7

TOTAL 86
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The assessed total property value of properties affected by the South Alternative under current
design is around $2.3 million. The estimated decrease in property taxes is around $47,800 per
year. Again, this decrease in property tax revenue may be temporary as businesses may choose to

relocate within the Borough.

This alternative would acquire one gas pump island from the Holiday Gas Station. This impact
may decrease business profits. The Wendy’s Restaurant building would be impacted and may be
fully acquired under this alternative. If the structure is fully acquired, the business owner may
choose to re-establish within the project area. The size of the Helmbrecht Dental Clinic parking
lot would be reduced, and the structure will be impacted. Parking lot reduction may result in a
future loss of parking lease revenues. Helmbrecht Dental Clinic may reposition on the same lot,

or relocate.

4.3.4 Secondary Economic Impacts

Secondary economic impacts are changes to land use that take place after the initial ROW
acquisition and mitigation have been completed. These changes have the potential to revitalize
the 3" Street corridor with new businesses that are more suitable to the remaining properties and

property owners.

The secondary economic impacts may change the face of 3" Street. New retail and service
outlets may return in modern structures built to today’s construction standards that would
revitalize this business community. As the project improvements reduce travel delays through the
corridor, more of the consumer population would seck area businesses, increasing revenues.
Opportunities for entrepreneurs to develop successful businesses within the project area, thereby

improving the local economy, are discussed below.

North Alternative

The North Alternative impacts fewer buildings than the South Alternative and therefore, the
opportunity for new construction is less. As with the South Alternative, remnant lot areas may be

adequate for service businesses.
China 1 Buffet is on eight commonly owned contiguous lots. All of these lots, or a portion of

them, may be joined to provide adequate space for new businesses. Entrepreneurial options are

limited only by GU-1 zoning codes, which state any use is permitted except for correctional
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facilities. There is no minimum parking requirement for properties zoned GU-1. It is most likely

the remaining lots would be used as additional parking for the Eagle Plaza Mall.

The remaining Alaska Barber Shop/Reddot Studio and Recollection Antique Shop lots would not
meet the GU-1 minimum lot size of 40,000 square feet. The Jorgensen residence is on three
contiguous lots under common ownership. These lots may be joined to provide adequate space

for general service businesses allowed under GU-1 zoning regulations.

South Alternative

The South Alternative has the potential to revitalize the project corridor with new businesses.

The South Alternative would require partial acquisition of several lots. The lots west of the Steese
Expressway, with the exception of Wendy’s Restaurant and Holiday Gas Station, are adjacent to
commonly owned properties that may be combined as one lot. Additional adjoining individual
lots east of the Steese Expressway that remain after ROW acquisition may be used for smaller

general service businesses.

The Wendy’s Restaurant building would be impacted and may be fully acquired under this
alternative. However, the limit of structure impact may not extend past the existing dining room.
If the owner chooses to use the remaining structure, the restaurant may provide drive-through or
take-out service. The remaining property would be reduced from approximately 30,700 square
feet to 23,700 square feet. This new lot size would still be an adequate size to support a

commercial business, in accordance with FNSB zoning regulations.

This alternative would acquire one gas pump island from the Holiday Gas Station. The remaining
lot is not of adequate size for the owner to redevelop and re-establish this pump island in another
location. If the owner chooses to liquidate and move, alternate property uses for the Holiday Gas
Station lot include a liquor store, video rental, drive-through bank, or other retail convenience

store requiring easy access to major roads with high traffic volume.

Most of the remaining lots on the south side of 3™ Street, west of the Steese Expressway, after the
ROW acquisition would be about 85 feet by 50 feet wide. All of these properties are contiguous
to adjoining properties under common ownership that can be used as one lot under GC zoning

codes. The individual remnant lots adjacent to each other afford adequate area as one lot for
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smaller general service types of businesses permitted in the GC zoning district and still allow
adequate space for required front yard, off street parking, and vehicle turning and maneuvering.
The owners of these properties could rebuild and resume their old businesses on the lots or

redevelop to a higher and better use of the lot.

The average remnant lot size east of the Steese Expressway, on the south side of 3 Street, is
about 100 feet by 50 feet wide and zoned GU-1. All of these lots except for the lot containing the
Independent Carpenters Garage are contiguous to adjoining properties under common ownership.
These contiguous properties can be used as one lot offering the owners a useable lot to rebuild

and resume their old businesses or redevelop to a higher and better property use.

The existing Helmbrecht Dental Clinic building would be acquired. The owner of the dental
clinic building also owns two lots adjacent to the clinic. The owner may choose to rebuild the
clinic structure and redevelop his adjoining lots to offset parking loss and associated potential

revenue loss.

4.3.5 Mitigation

Economic impacts to individual properties would be mitigated through the Uniform Relocation

Act and DOT&PF policies and procedures. This project provides a beneficial economic impact.

4.4 LOCAL LAND USE AND TRANSPORTATION PLAN

441 Existing Environment

The FNSB Regional Comprehensive Plan (Plan) provides regional planning oversight. Fairbanks
Metropolitan Area Transportation System (FMATS) has established a Long Range Transportation
Plan (LRTP), which is a component of the Regional Comprehensive Plan. The Plan outlines
goals, objectives and policies necessary for the continued development of the FNSB. The LRTP
identifies the project corridor as a “Future Traffic Congestion/Problem Area” based on 2025
Forecasted Traffic to the Existing Plus Committed (E+C) Roadway Network. The E+C Network
consists of existing roadways plus proposed improvement projects currently under design and

scheduled for construction over the next one to six years (FMATS Official Website).

Local land use and zoning is discussed in Section 4.1 Right of Way.
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4.42 No Build

The No Build alternative would likely continue the decline of land use in the project area (See
4.1.1). This alternative is not consistent with the regional transportation plan, and it is
incompatible with the regional comprehensive plan for responsible and increased economic

development. The No Build alternative is inconsistent with the FNSB Regional Comprehensive

Plan and FMATS by failing to:

e Upgrade core area utilities, streets and sidewalks to meet future needs
e Support multi-modal transportation linkages between communities in the Borough

¢ Increase capacity, LOS, and safety throughout the project corridor

4.43 Build Alternatives
Both Build Alternatives support FNSB planning and transportation goals. The revitalization

provided by the Build Alternatives would conform to FNSB plans for furthering economic

development with minimal land use conflict. The North and South alternatives would:

e Upgrade streets and sidewalks to meet future development needs

¢ Encourage land redevelopment within the project area

e Provide for a safe, convenient and attractive commercial area

e Create a more pedestrian friendly roadway along 3™ Street and Steese Expressway
e Reduce accidents in the project area

* Improve traffic flow through the area, reducing travel time and improving local air

quality

444 Mitigation

No mitigation is required.
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4.5 NOISE

4.5.1 Existing Environment

The dominant source of noise in the project area is from traffic on 3™ Street and the Steese
Expressway. The existing land use in the study area is mostly commercial, with a few residences,
a park next to the Chena River, and the Jubilee Worship Center. Land use by noise activity
category is illustrated in Figure 8. Table 14 describes FHWA noise abatement criteria (NAC) by

land-use category.
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Table 14: FHWA Noise Abatement Criteria by Land-Use Category

Activity Category

Design Noise Levels

Land-Use Category Description

L(eq) hourly dBA
A 57 Tracts of land for which serenity and quiet are of
(exterior) extraordinary significance and which serve an
important public need. The preservation of
serenity and quiet is essential if this land is to
continue to serve its intended purpose. Such
areas could include amphitheaters, particular
parks or portions of parks, open spaces, or
historic districts dedicated to or recognized by
appropriate local officials for activities requiring
special qualities of serenity and quiet.
B 67 Picnic areas, recreation areas, playgrounds, active
(exterior) sports areas, and parks which are not included in
category A and residences, motels, hotels, public
meeting rooms, schools, churches, librartes, and
hospitals.
C 72 Developed lands, properties or activities not
(exterior) included in Categories A and B above.
D - Undeveloped lands.
52 Residences, motels, hotels, public meeting
(Interior) rooms, schools, churches, libraries, hospitals, and

auditoriums.

Source: Federal Highway Administration, April 1992, Codc of Federal Regulations, Title 23, Part 772, Procedures for Abatement of
Highway Traffic Noise and Construction Noise

A noise study was performed for this project and is on file with the DOT&PF. During the study,

nine noise monitors and 16 noise receptors were placed throughout the project corridor to analyze

existing (2004) noise levels. Businesses to be removed by either Build Alternative were not

analyzed for noise impacts. A noise impact occurs where FHWA/DOT&PF noise abatement

criteria is approached within 2 dBA or exceeded. Analysis indicates there is an existing noise

impact for 14 locations. Tables 15 and 16 depict existing noise levels by noise activity category.

NAC for Category B is 65 dBA. NAC for Category C is 70 dBA. Cells in bold indicate locations

where NAC is approached or exceeded.
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Table 15: Category B Existing (2004) Peak-Hour Noise Levels

Source: CH2MHill Noisc Analysis Report

4.5.2 No Build Alternative

36

Existing
Receiver Receiver Location LYOISe
Level
(dBA)
M1 West of Steese Expy., at end of Front Street, near park 60
R1 West of Steese Expy., North of the park, along Second Street 63
R2 About 116 ft north of R1 66
R2a West of Steese Expy., south of 3™ Street 67
M3 Assembly of God residence 66
M3a Inside Jubilee Worship Center 41
M4 Jorgensen residence 70
R4 Jorgensen front yard 69
M5 East of Steese Expy., at end of Timberland Drive 7
RS East of Steese Expy., at end of Timberland Drive. vard of residence 71
R5a East of Steese Expy., at end of Timberland Drive, yard of residence 70
R5b Adjacent to second row of homes behind RS 62
M6 West of Steese Expy., at end of Timberland Drive, residence 72
R6 West of Steese Expy., south of Timberland, front yard of residence 70
R6a West of Steese Expy., south of Timberland, back yard of residence 70
R8 Southeast of Steese Expy./3™ Street intersection, yard of residence 71
R8a Southeast of Steese Expy./3rd Street intersection, vard of residence 71
R10a Castle Place Condominiums, front row 65
R10b Castle Place Condominiums, 1* floor unit in center of lot 59
R10c Castle Place Condominiums, back row 57
NAC is 65 dBA
Source: CH2MHill Noisc Analysis Report
Table 16: Category C Existing (2004) Peak-Hour Noise Levels
Existing
Receiver Receiver Location Dotse
Level
(dBA)
M2 West of Steese Expy., at end of Second Street 66
M7 Southwest of Steese Expy./3™ Street, front of second row of 68
buildings
R7 Southwest of Steese Expy./3™ Street, behind first row of 68
businesses
M8 Behind Trademark Screenprinters 64
M9 Northwest of Steese Expy./3™ Street intersection, Gavora Mall 69
parking lot
NAC is 70 dBA

Under the No Build alternative, the projected traffic (year 2025) would increase existing noise

levels by 1 dBA at all monitoring and receptor locations except M3a (Jubilee Worship Center),
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which would have no change, and M8 (Trademark Screenprinters), which would increase 2dBA.
Location M9 (Gavora Mall parking lot) would increase to 70 dBA, which would approach NAC

and be a noise impact. Fifteen locations approach or exceed NAC under the No Build alternative.

4.5.3 Build Alternatives

Noise level increases would vary by Build Alternative. Both Build Alternatives would create
noise impacts at 15 locations. The North Alternative would require the removal of the Jorgensen
residence. Therefore, no noise impact would occur at this location. However, the North
Alternative would create a noise impact at the Gavora Mall parking lot receptor because traffic

lanes would move closer.
Construction activities would generate noise levels ranging from 82 to 86 dBA at a distance of
100 ft (CH2MHIill Noise Analysis Report). Construction noise impacts would be temporary in

nature. No FHWA or DOT&PF criteria exist for construction noise impacts.

Tables 17 and 18 depict design year (2025) noise impacts for both Build Alternatives.

Information in bold indicates a noise impact.
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Table 17: Category B Build Alternative Noise Level Changes

North Alternative South Alternative
Noise Receiver Location Receptor GRS Chan.ge.from Nise nge
Level Existing Level from
Existing
Park Ml 61 1 61 1
West of Steese Expy., north of
Park, alor(lrg ond Strgz:lt B ) . Ba :
End of 2" Street, 116 feet
north of R1 R2 67 1 67 |
(\))\?;sntj (éfrietese Expy., South R2a 69 ) 69 5
Assembly of God residence M3 66 0 68 2
Jubilee Worship Center M3a 41 0 43 2
Jorgensen residence M4 NA* NA* 71 1
Jorgensen front yard R4 73 4 69 0
East of Steese Expy., end of
Timberland Drive A B 1 B .
East of Steese Expy., end of
Timberland Drive, yard of RS 72 1 72 1
residence
East of Steese Expy., end of
Timberland Drive, yard of R5a 71 1 71 1
residence
Adjacent to second row of
homes behind R5 R 62 2 a2 .
Residence west of Steese
Expy.. Timberland Drive iy (s : R !
West of Steese Expy., south of
Timberland, front yard of R6 71 1 71 1
residence
West of Steese Expy., south of
Timberland, back yard of Réa 72 2 72 2
residence
Southwest of Steese Expy./3rd
Street intersection, front yard R7 70 2 70 2
of residence
Southeast of Steese Expy./3™
Street intersection, yard of R8 72 1 72 1
residence
Southeast of Steese Expy./3™
Street intersection, yard of R8a 2 1 72 1
residence
Castle Place Condominiums, R10a 67 9 67 9
front row
Castle Place Condominiums,
1* floor unit in center of lot Ri0s g : ol ]
Castle Place Condominiums, R10c 58 1 58 1
back row
NAC is 65 dBA

*Alternative impacts reccptor location, and it is no longer applicable.
Source: CH2MHill Noisc Analysis Report
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Table 18: Category C Build Alternative Noise Level Changes

North Alternative South Alternative
Noise Receiver Receptor Noise Change Noise Change
Location P Level from Level from
Existing Existing
West of Steese Expy.,
at end of Second Street L i ] A 2
Southwest of Steese
rd
Expy./3"™ Street, front M7 68 1 69 ’
of second row of
buildings
Behind Trademark M8 65 1 66 5
Screenprinters
Northwest of Steese
rd
BRs, M9 72 3 69 0
intersection, Gavora
Mall parking
NAC is 65 dBA

Source: CH2MHill Noisc Analysis Report

4.5.4 Mitigation

DOT&PF has considered the following options for noise abatement measures where noise levels

approach or exceed the NAC:

e Construction of noise barriers between the roadway and residences

e Realignment of the roadway

e Implementation of traffic management measures (reduced speed limits, limitation or
restrictions on truck traffic)

e Acquisition of “buffer zones” between the roadway and affected properties

Of these options, only the construction of noise barriers was considered reasonable and feasible.
Realignment of the roadway and acquisition of “buffer zones” cannot be achieved without
significant acquisition of commercial and residential property. Traffic management measures do

not meet the purpose and need of the project of decreasing delay and improving safety.

Based on the criteria outlined in the DOT&PF Noise Abatement Policy, five noise barriers were
analyzed for this project (Figure 9). Table 19 summarizes the noise barrier analysis. Barriers 1,
2, 3, and 5 are not reasonable and feasible to construct because they exceed the reasonable cost
threshold per benefited residence outlined in the DOT&PF Noise Abatement Policy. Barrier 1

would be located along the east side of Steese Expressway, north of 3 Street. The barrier would
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be about 180 feet long and vary in height from 7 to 9 feet. Barrier 1 would benefit one residence
(R5). Barrier 2 would be located on the west side of Steese Expressway. It would be about 180
feet long and 7 feet high. Barrier 2 would benefit one residence (R6). Barrier 3 would be located
south of 3™ Street on the east side of Steese Expressway. Barrier 3 would be about 220 feet long
and 8 feet high, and it would benefit one residence (R8). Barrier 5 would be located near the
south end of the project corridor along the east side of Steese Expressway. This barrier would be
about 280 feet long and 13 feet high. It would benefit two residences at the Castle Condominium

property (R10a).

Barrier 4 would be both feasible and economically reasonable for each Build Alternative. The
barrier would be adjacent to the west side of the Steese Expressway and stretch north toward 3%
Street. The barrier would be 420 feet long and vary in height from 7 to 8 feet. This barrier would
benefit three residences (M2, R2, and R2a), and it would cost about $25,300 per benefited

residence.

Barrier 4 would be located in the ROW adjacent to a commercial structure. The DOT&PF Noise
Abatement Policy establishes criteria for abating noise impacts to Land-Use Categories A and B.
A commercial structure (Land-Use Category C) would be located directly between noise barrier 4
and the three residences the noise barrier would benefit (See Figure 9). DOT&PF will not
construct noise barriers for Land-Use Categories C and D which include commercial uses unless
it is necessary to protect adjacent sensitive uses for Land-Use Categories A and B (DOT&PF
Noise Abatement Policy, 1996). DOT&PF may provide a noise barrier at this site if the
residential property owners request a barrier. According to DOT&PF Noise Abatement Policy, a
landowner would document his desire for a barrier by requesting the barrier through the FNSB.
However, Barrier 4 may contradict the intention set forth in the DOT&PF Noise Abatement
Policy. Business owners do not usually want noise barriers adjacent to their property.
DOT&PF would consider impacts to the commercial property from Barrier 4 in making the final

decision whether or not to construct the barrier.

40




FIGURE 9

3™ STREET WIDENING
NOISE EARRIER AND MONITORING LOCATIONS

';}h':‘.

ND DRIVE

%5 & 'INNIAY N..utml
I Y. .

e
m... ;
s "4

" S raSa——— :....T...:.' Fp——
..J?__”r iatiingpeen o - Iy A I e S AN i S, { i
T s e B A MG STUAXE 2STALS

-

RD STREET

INNIAY 3TN ALNOY
L3 WVl

et S I l‘l

N
&y

L 4
¢

A8 Vae




3" Street Widening Project Environmental Assessment
June 14, 2005

Table 19: Noise Barrier Analysis

Barrier Number of Barrier Barrier Area | Total Barrier Cost per
Benefited Length (feet) | (square feet) Cost” Benefited
Residences® Residence
Barrier 1 1 180 1440 $36,000 $36,000
Barrier 2 1 180 1260 $31,500 $31,500
Barrier 3 1 220 1760 $44,000 $44,000
Barrier 4 3 420 3040 $76,000 $25,300
Barrier 5 2 280 3640 $91,000 $45,500

"A benefited residence is defined as any residential unit being provided a noise reduction of SdBA or more by the barricr regardless of
whether the unit approaches or cxceeds the NAC.
®Barricr construction costs arc assumed to be $25 per square foot
Source: CH2MHIill Noisc Analysis Report
The following construction noise abatement measures would be included in this project:
e Limit heavy equipment operation and other noisy construction activities to non-sleeping
hours
* Use of effective mufflers on equipment

e Limit unnecessary equipment idling

¢ Locate equipment and vehicle staging areas away from residential areas

4.6 AIR QUALITY

4.6.1 Existing Environment

The Fairbanks area was designated as a Carbon Monoxide Serious Non-attainment Area in March
1998. EPA approved the State of Alaska air quality maintenance plan on September 27, 2004,
and the area is now listed as a CO maintenance area (Personal communication, ADEC Air Non-
Point & Mobile Source Program, January 2005). The following table presents the existing air
quality conditions using 2000 traffic data compared to National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(NAAQS).

Table 20: Existing (2000) Air Quality Conditions

Scenario 1-hour concentration (ppm) | 8-hour concentration (ppm)
NAAQS =35 ppm NAAQS =9 ppm
2000 existing 15.0 10.5

Source: Draft Final Conformity Document, 2005

4.6.2 All Alternatives

Modeling shows that air quality would improve under all alternatives. However, both Build

Alternatives would equally improve air quality more than the No Build alternative by improving
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traffic flow and reducing congestion; thereby reducing the time vehicles spend idling in stopped
traffic. The improvement from the No Build alternative may be due to newer cars with fewer

emissions. Table 21 depicts air quality for all alternatives.

Table 21: No Build and Build Alternative Air Quality Conditions

Scenario 1-hour concentration (ppm) | 8-hour concentration (ppm)
NAAQS =35 ppm NAAQS =9 ppm
No Build
2005 14.6 10.2
2025 10.8 7.6
Build Alternatives
2005 12.6 8.8
2025 9.4 6.6

I/\

Source: Draft Final Conformity Document, 2005

At the time of the air quality analysis, Fairbanks was not a designated Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) and did not have a separate Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).
This project was included in the 2004-2006 Statewide Transportation Improvement Program
(STIP) and has been determined to conform to the State Implementation Plan (SIP) for air quality.
Thus, a currently conforming transportation plan and TIP was in effect at the time of project
approval, and the project was identified in that plan and STIP. There have been no significant
changes to project design and scope since it was analyzed in the conformity determinations for
the plan and STIP. This project has been determined to conform to the state and federal
implementation plans as required under section 176(c)(4) of the Clean Air Act, as amended in

1990 (Final Conformity Document, 2005).

4.6.3 Mitigation

All alternatives are beneficial to air quality. No mitigation is required.

4.7 HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

4.7.1 Existing Environment

Phase I and Phase II Environmental Site Assessments (ESA) have been prepared for this project
(Golder Associates 2004 & 2005). The Phase I ESA recommended a further analysis of four sites
with ADEC Leaking Underground Storage Tank (LUST)/Solvent Site status. Table 22 lists sites
with LUST/Solvent Site status.
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Table 22: LUST/Solvent Sites

Site Name Site Address Explanation

Holiday Gas Station 205 3" Street Confirmed LUST site

The former Flower 229 3" Street A dry cleaner operated on this property in

Shop Downtown the past. Old dry cleaners are well known
as sources of solvents to the subsurface.

Eagle Plaza Mall 400 3™ Street Northwest lots housed past auto repair

businesses that used and stored parts,
cleaning solvents, and petroleum fuels.

Former Tesoro Gas 550 3 Street This former service property contained
Station, Domino’s underground storage tanks (USTs) and is a
Pizza, Jalapeno’s confirmed LUST site that utilized a soil
Mexican Restaurant vapor extraction system as part of the site
(currently vacant) remediation.

Source: Phasc | Environmental Sitc Assessment, September 2004.

The Phase II ESA analyzed potential contamination at these sites and established the following

conclusions.

The Phase II ESA reports the extent and magnitude of petroleum-impacted soil at the Holiday
Gas Station is known to the north of the site (3" Street) and unknown to the west (Old Steese
Highway). Analysis determined contaminants above ADEC clean up levels exist primarily on the
southwest portion of the site about 30 to 50 ft inside the existing ROW, and impacted soil to the
north (near 3 Street) is limited to the southwest corner of the pump island area, about 45 ft inside
the existing ROW (Golder January 2005). It is not likely that groundwater exceeds Diesel Range
Organic (DRO), Gasoline Range Organic (GRO), and benzene standards in the 3™ Street or Old
Steese Highway ROW (Golder January 2005).

Results from soil samples at the former Flower Shop Downtown indicate tetrachloroethylene
(PCE) may be present in the proposed ROW. PCE was detected at 1,700 pg/kg (Golder January
2005). The ADEC soil clean-up standard for PCE is 30 pg/kg (Table B1 and B2 of “18AAC75,
Article 3 and 9, Oil and Other Hazardous Substances Pollution Control,” as amended through
May 26, 2004). The extent of this contamination is unknown. Additional investigations would
be performed during the design phase of this project to determine the existence of USTs on the
property. A groundwater sample at this location showed all VOC concentrations detected were
below ADEC clean-up levels. The groundwater sample showed a low level detection of
trichlorofluoromethane at 1.64 pg/L (Golder January 2005). There is no published drinking water

standard for trichlorofluoromethane.
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Field tests at the Eagle Plaza Mall indicate petroleum contamination on the north end of the lot.
The ADEC soil clean up standard was exceeded in a sample collected along the Steese
Expressway ROW adjacent to 4™ Street. During groundwater sampling, there was a low level
detection of trichlorofluoromethane (2.91 ng/L), which does not have a drinking water standard

(Golder January 2005).

Contamination above ADEC cleanup standards for GRO, DRO, and VOC’s does not exist within
the ROW adjacent to Eagle Plaza Mall on the lot near Steese Expressway and 3" Street.
Groundwater samples showed a relatively low concentration of trichlorofluoromethane (6.5

ug/L). There is no published water quality standard for this compound (Golder January 2005).

It is unlikely that petroleum-impacted soil and contaminated groundwater exist in the 3" Street
ROW from the former Tesoro Gas Station (Golder January 2005). However, the ADEC
groundwater clean up level for benzene is exceeded elsewhere on the site. Groundwater flow
direction from known groundwater contamination locations is away (to the northwest) from 3™

Street (Golder January 2005). The table below summarizes Phase II findings for each property.

Table 23: Phase 11 ESA Findings

Site Address Findings

Holiday Gas Station 205 3" Street Petroleum contaminated soil is not defined
along Old Steese Highway.

The former Flower 229 3™ Street Soil with PCE above ADEC cleanup levels

Shop Downtown located near the southeast comer of the
property.

Eagle Plaza Mall 400 3" Street Petroleum impacted soil encountered in the

Southwest northwest portion of Block 12.

Eagle Plaza Mall 400 3" Street No evidence of petroleum release.

Southeast

Former Tesoro Gas 550 3™ Street Contaminated soil limited to property

Station boundaries.

Source: Phasc II Environmental Assessment, January 2005.

Due to the age of buildings, it is probable that regulated asbestos containing material (RACM)
exists in building materials within the project areca. For all structures built before 1978, lead

paints may exist. Table 24 lists pre-1978 buildings impacted by this project.
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LEGEND NOTES

205 STREET ADDRESS OF PROPERTY WITH 229 THIRD STREET (THE FLOWER SHOP DOWNTOWN)
AN ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERN — FORMER DRY CLEANER, HEATING OIL UST ON
PROPERTY

! [ PROPERTY WITH A RECOGNIZED EAGLE PLAZA — FORMER SERVICE GARAGE, TRANSPORT

ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITION (REC) COMPANY, AND JUNKYARD. HEATING OIL USTS ON
PROPERTY

REFERENCES
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BOROUGH GIS
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4.7.4 Mitigation

DOT&PF has coordinated with ADEC in preparing a work plan for handling petroleum and PCE
contaminated soils (Appendix B). The work plan outlines a contaminated soils handling
procedure. DOT&PF has submitted this work plan to ADEC for review and concurrence (See
Appendix B, Agency Correspondence, Letter to ADEC 6/8/05). DOT&PF anticipates ADEC

concurrence with this work plan based on coordination during work plan development.

DOT&PF may have two options for soil treatment, removal or reuse. ADEC would determine if
contaminated soils may be re-used on-site during construction based on contamination levels. If
contamination levels are minimal, DOT&PF would coordinate with ADEC regarding soil re-use
during the design process as well as during construction. If ADEC determines contamination
levels are too high to allow on-site soil re-use, DOT&PF would follow an ADEC approved work

plan for proper contaminated soils handling procedures.

During construction, the Project Engineer shall be notified of any release of petroleum products,
hazardous waste, or hazardous materials. The Project Engineer shall be informed about clean up

in accordance with State and Federal regulations

DOT&PF would undergo a reasonable and prudent effort delineating buildings that contain
asbestos, lead-based paints, and other hazardous materials encountered during demolition. The
construction contract for this project would establish demolition standards in accordance with

EPA, ADEC, and Department of Labor (DOL) regulations.

4.8 HISTORIC PRESERVATION

48.1 Existing Environment

A historical evaluation report has been prepared for this project (NLUR, February 2004). This
report noted that eight buildings warrant a Phase III Historic Evaluation. FHWA determined
those eight properties were ineligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places
(NRHP). The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) concurred with this determination
(Letter from SHPO, November 1, 2004). There are no historic properties within the project

corridor.
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4.8.2 All Alternatives

FHWA found that no historic properties would be affected by this project, and SHPO concurred
(Appendix B).

483 Mitigation

No mitigation 1s required. If historic properties are discovered during construction, the
Contractor shall contact the Project Engineer. The Project Engineer shall halt construction and

notify DOT&PF, who will notify SHPO and FHWA.

49 WATER QUALITY

49.1 Existing Environment

Storm water runoff west of Forty Mile Avenue is collected and discharged untreated into the
Noyes Slough. Storm water collected around the 3™ Street/Steese Expressway intersection is

collected and discharged untreated into the Chena River.

Noyes Slough and the Chena River are listed Category 5 waters by the Alaska Department of
Environmental Conservation (ADEC). These are waters not attaining Alaska’s Water Quality
Standards (18 AAC 70) and Clean Water Act Section 303(d). Waters on this list are impaired by
pollutant(s) for one or more designated uses and require a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL).
The Chena River is on the Section 303(d) list for sediments, hydrocarbons, petroleum, and oil and
grease products. Noyes Slough is listed for non-attainment of the Sediment, Petroleum
Hydrocarbons, Oil & Grease and Residues standards for sediment, petroleum products and debris.
Currently, there is no TMDL in place for Noyes Slough and the Chena River (Personal
communication, Amy Ash, ADEC, March 18, 2005).

EPA issued a Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) on April 25", 2005 with an
effective date of June 1, 2005 for the City of Fairbanks, City of North Pole, University of Alaska-
Fairbanks, and DOT&PF-Northern Regional Office. The MS4 permit requires permit operators
to develop a municipal storm water management program (SWMP), and outlines the types of best
management practices (BMP’s) operators should use to control pollutants in their storm water

discharges to the maximum extent practicable.
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4.9.2 No Build Alternative

The No-Build alternative would not improve storm water runoff deficiencies in the project
corridor. Storm water would continue to flow untreated into the Noyes Slough and Chena River.

Current poor drainage conditions caused by flat terrain would continue along 3™ Street.

4.9.3  Build Alternatives

Both Build Alternatives would establish positive drainage along 3" Street by constructing new
sidewalks with a 2% cross slope grade to drain water onto the road and a curb and gutter system.
3" Street would have a 2% crown, and the existing crown on Steese Expressway would be
matched, to direct storm water into the drainage system. Both Build Alternatives would utilize
existing curb and gutter facilities along Steese Expressway and create new curb and gutter along

3" Street.

Existing outfall locations into Noyes Slough on the west end of the project corridor and the Chena
River on the South end of the corridor would not be changed. Storm water handling to the east of
the Steese Expressway would be addressed during creation of the SWMP. DOT&PF would
utilize mechanical separators to treat storm water before discharge into Noyes Slough and the
Chena River. Mechanical separators would comply with current construction general permit

(CGP) and future MS4 regulations.

494 Mitigation
DOT&PF would prepare an Erosion and Sediment Control Plan (ESCP). This ESCP would be

incorporated in the construction contract. The ESCP would describe the BMP’s for the control
of sediment during construction. The construction contractor would use the ESCP as guidance to
prepare the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) for approval by ADEC. The
SWPPP would establish measures the Contractor would use to protect water quality during

construction. Mechanical separators would be installed on the west and south end of the project.

4.10  PERMITS AND AUTHORIZATIONS

4.10.1 Existing Environment

Currently, there are no permits in effect.

4.10.2 No Build Alternative

The No Build alternative would require no permits.
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from construction activities would be limited to daytime hours whenever possible. Additional
mitigation would likely include a public relations program during construction to keep project

corridor users informed about construction activities.
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D SUMMARY

5.1 IMPACTS

The Build Alternatives would cause impacts under Right of Way, Noise, Hazardous Materials
and Construction. Under the North Alternative, nine businesses and one residence would qualify
for relocation assistance under the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition
Policies Act of 1970, and as amended. The North Alternative would impact 27 employees. The
South Alternative would impact 21 businesses eligible for relocation assistance under the
Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, and as
amended, and the Jubilee Worship Center ADA ramp and front entrance. The South Alternative
would impact about 86 employees. Both Build Alternatives would create noise impacts at 15
locations. The North Alternative may encounter contaminated soil at the Eagle Plaza Mall. The
South Alternative may encounter contaminated soil at the former Flower Shop Downtown site.
Construction of this project would create temporary construction impacts, including noise, dust,

altered traffic controls and access.

Both Build Alternatives would create beneficial impacts for the Social and Economic

environment, Water Quality, Air Quality, and thé¢ Local Land Use and Transportation Plan

52 MITIGATION AND SPECIAL CONDITIONS

Right of Way

e Impacts to the Jubilee Worship Center would be mitigated through cost-to-cure payments
for replacing the front entrance and ADA access.

e ROW impacts would be mitigated through cost-to-cure payments, zoning variances, and
Jjoining commonly owned contiguous lots to meet current zoning requirements.

e Relocation resources are available to all residential and business relocates without
discrimination.

e The DOT&PF acquisition and relocation program would be conducted in accordance
with the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of

1970, and as amended (Public Law 100-17).
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Noise
e DOT&PF would consider construction of a noise barrier west of Steese Expressway,
south of 3rd Street if residents and commercial property owners request one through the

FNSB.

Hazardous Materials

If soil with minimal contamination is encountered, DOT&PF may consider re-using this material
within the project. 1f this situation occurs, DOT&PF would seek ADEC approval for this activity.
Special provisions outlined in the Petroleum & PCE Soil Handling Work Plan will, at a

minimum, require the contractor to:

e Assure DOT&PF that all personnel handling PCE contaminated material have the
appropriate OSHA training per Title 29 CFR 1910.120

e Provide an ADEC and DOT&PF approved work plan for handling petroleum and/or PCE
contaminated soils prior to commencement of construction activities. This work plan

will include, at a minimum, the following requirements:

e Provide an ADEC qualified person on site during excavation activities at
suspected contaminated sites to perform field screening in accordance with
standard ADEC testing procedures, using an organic vapor analyzer (OVA), or
equivalent, equipped with a photoionizing detector (PID), or other ADEC
approved field screening instrument.

® Provide a sampling and analysis plan identifying the sampling frequency and
describing the sampling and analysis methods. Analytical samples will be
submitted to an ADEC approved independent laboratory to determine petroleum
and/or PCE contaminant concentrations.

e Provide an ADEC and DOT&PF approved designated contaminated soils
stockpile area, design and operational plan prior to commencement of
construction activities. Petroleum contaminated soils will be stockpiled
separately from PCE contaminated soils.

e Provide detailed contaminated soil handling methods. Loaded truck boxes shall
be covered during transport to stockpile and/or to the approved soil remediation

center.
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e [fhazardous waste is encountered during construction, the Contractor will contact the
Project Engineer immediately for mitigation and notification procedures. Contaminated
materials would be handled in accordance with an ADEC approved work plan for this
project.

¢ DOT&PF would undergo a reasonable and prudent effort delineating buildings that

contain asbestos, lead-based paints, and other hazardous materials encountered during

G 40 .N am =

construction.
e The construction contract for this project would establish building demolition standards

in accordance with federal and state regulations.

Construction
e The Contractor would clean up all trash and excess materials and equipment at the project
site upon completion of the project.
e The Contractor would not excavate or use any fill material at any site known or suspected
of containing hazardous materials or fuels without an approved permit.
e The Contractor would not use land from any park, recreation area, or historical site inside
or outside the project limits for excess fill disposal, staging activities, equipment or

material storage, or for any other purposes unless permitted.

53 PERMITS REQUIRED

e Section 401 Water Quality Certification from the ADEC for storm water and construction
activities (CGP), state water quality certification

e Section 402 National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
construction/storm water permit from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency as

authorized by the Clean Water Act

54 CONTRACT CONDITIONS

The contract for this project would contain an Erosion and Sediment Control Plan (ESCP). The
contractor would use the ESCP to develop a SWPPP. The contract would include the mitigation
measures addressed above and further develop those identified in the permit process in an
environmental commitment summary. The contract would require the contractor to submit traffic
and control plans to the Department for approval. The contract would include dust control

mitigation measures. The contract would outline building demolition, asbestos and lead-based
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paint handling measures, and contaminated soils handling measures. The contract would require

the contractor to develop a hazardous material control plan.

5.5 PRELIMINARY FINDINGS

ROW, hazardous waste, noise, and construction impacts are less than significant.

57




3" Street Widening Project Environmental Assessment
June 14, 2005

6 CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION

The Department mailed scoping letters to permit issuing and resource agencies on March 30,
2004. Scoping letters described the project and intentions for the agency scoping meeting on
April 13;2004. In an effort to assure agency coordination, the Department met or discussed the

project with:

e Cecily Hodges, Fairbanks North Star Borough, Land Management

e Karen Lavery, Fairbanks Downtown Association

e  Guy Douglas, Fairbanks Downtown Association

e Torsten Emst, Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC), Spill
Prevention and Response

® Dr. James Connor, Fairbanks North Star Borough, Transportation Department, Air
Quality

e  Christy Everett, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

e Don Young, Fairbanks Area Biologist, Alaska Department of Fish & Game

¢ Emie Misewicz, City of Fairbanks, Fire Department

Doug Sims, FNSB Planning Department
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7 PUBLIC COMMENT
Public involvement for this project provided the following opportunities for public comment in

the NEPA process:

e April 13, 2004 Public Meeting
e Requests for written comments including contact information via scoping letters, on-line

public notice, and public announcements

DOT&PF distributed a notification mailer, placed an advertisement in the Fairbanks Daily News
Miner, posted an on-line public notice on the State of Alaska website, and provided public service
announcements for airing on Fairbanks radio stations. Copies of these notices and copies of the

written comments are found in Appendix A.

7o)l PUBLIC COMMENT SUMMARY

Most comments related to increasing traffic capacity and service throughout the project corridor.
Some citizens proposed using 3" and 7" Avenues to improve traffic flow to and from the Steese

Expressway.

Response: Both 3 and 7" Avenues end short of the Steese Expressway. If connected, the Steese
Expressway would introduce high volumes of traffic into residential areas, and right of way
acquisition could significantly impact residences. A goal of this project is to minimize negative
impact; thus the Department would avoid introducing new streams of traffic into residential

neighborhoods and minimize right of way acquisitions as much as possible.

Comments indicate an interest in placing a signal at 3™ Street and Eagle Avenue to address

ingress and egress for the Island Homes Neighborhood.

Response: The Department thoroughly analyzed the need for a traffic signal at 3 Street/Eagle
Avenue, and analysis results did not show current and future needs to approach threshold levels
that would necessitate a signal at this intersection. Furthermore, the close proximity of Eagle
Avenue to Steese Expressway would not allow efficient coordination of lights at both
intersections. The proposed action includes turning lanes for left turning vehicles at the 3™
Street/Eagle Avenue intersection. These turning lanes, combined with other improvements to 3"

Street, would reduce lefi-turn wait times.
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Citizens proposed using a roundabout at the intersection of Steese Expressway and 3™ Street as a

viable traffic control measure.

Response: FHWA guidelines for the selection and design of roundabouts indicate that a
roundabout is not an appropriate type of intersection for this project. According to FHWA
guidelines, the capacity of a two-lane roundabout is barely adequate to service the 4,500 vehicles
per hour projected at the 3 Street/Steese Expressway intersection. Furthermore, a roundabout
would be an inconsistent intersection type for both the 3™ Street and Steese Expressway traffic
corridors. At current traffic levels, traffic at the Steese Expressway/College Road intersection
occasionally backs up through the 3™ Street/Steese Expressway intersection. This condition

could cause the failure of a roundabout at this intersection, resulting in gridlock.
Citizens questioned if the China 1 Buffet building would be removed for this project.

Response: The North Alternative would require ROW acquisition of the China 1 Buffet building.

The South Alternative does not impact this building.

Comments indicate a concern that as 3™ Street improves the traffic tuming onto the Steese

Expressway would back up more, creating worse conditions than currently exist.

Response: The proposed improvements would increase the flow of traffic along 3™ Street from
Old Steese Highway to Hamilton Avenue and improve the circulation through the Steese
Expressway intersection by adding dual left turn lanes and dedicated right turn lanes. These

improvements are expected to eliminate vehicles from blocking other intersections.
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1.0 Introduction

This document is a record of scoping efforts carried out in support of the 3™ Street Widening
project and Environmental Assessment (EA) in Fairbanks, Alaska. The purpose of the scoping
process was to identify issues and alternatives to be addressed in the EA and to determine the
need to conduct special studies and identify sources of information.

3rd Street is commonly written and referred to as both “3'*” and “Third” Street. We adopted a
naming convention and will use 3™ Street throughout our project documents.

2.0 Project Overview

The purpose of this project is to upgrade 3™ Street between Old Steese Highway and Hamilton
Avenue to increase capacity and improve safety. 3" Street currently has one eastbound and one
westbound lane with a combination of either a center-two-way left-turn-lane or striped left turn
pockets. The upgrade will consist of two eastbound lanes and two westbound lanes with
protected left turn pockets from the Old Steese Highway to east of Eagle Avenue. 3" Street will
then taper down to match the existing three lane street section at Hamilton Avenue. At the
intersection of the Steese Expressway and 3" Street, dual left turn lanes will be provided on the
eastbound prism and on the Steese Highway. This will require improvements to the Steese
Expressway from College Road to the Chena River Bridge to accommodate lane-tapering

requirements.

In the early 1990’s the Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (ADOT&PF)
began planning for widening the roadway. A draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) was
prepared in 1992, re-evaluated in 1995 and a Record of Decision (ROD) for the project was
approved and signed on June 6, 1997. In the EIS, ADOT&PF evaluated three alternatives. One
alternative widened the roadway to the north, one widened it to the south, and the third
maintained the existing centerline and widened it on both sides. The preferred alternative was

the South Alternative.

ADOT&PF in cooperation with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) agreed to write an
EA to serve as a written reevaluation of the Final EIS (FEIS). Per FHWA Guidance for
Preparing and Processing Environmental and Section 4(f) Documents, Technical Advisory T
6640.8A, an FEIS reevaluation is required since the Department has not taken major steps to
advance the project within a 3-year time period after approval of the FEIS. The purpose of a
reevaluation is to determine whether there have been changes in the project surroundings or
impacts, or whether new information has become available that would require a supplement to

the EIS.
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The EA will determine if the original conclusion of the FEIS is still valid. Additionally, the EA
will evaluate the impacts of dual left turn lanes at the 3™ Street and Steese Expressway
intersection that were not considered in the original document.

3.0 Scoping Methods

Table 1 summarizes the activities and techniques used to solicit input from the public and local,
state, and federal agencies. This information is presented in chronological order.

Table 1-Scoping Activities

Date and Time Activity Location
Mailed March 26, 2004 To Project Mailing List, mailed Various
_ meeting notices
Hand Delivered March Flyers with public meeting and contact | Fairbanks, Alaska
29, 2004 information
March 30, 2004 To Agency Mailing List, mailed scoping | Various
i, letter and meeting notification

Posted March 30, 2004 State of Alaska On Line Public Notice | Statewide
“Intent to Conduct Engineering and

Environmental Studies”

Run March 31, April 11 | Newspaper Advertisement in Fairbanks | Fairbanks, Alaska

and April 13, 2004 Daily News-Miner advertising public
meeting
Sent by fax April 5, Public Service Announcements Fairbanks Radio
2004 advertising public meeting Stations
April 13, 2004 from Agency Scoping Meeting ADOT&PF
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 2301 Peger Road
Fairbanks, Alaska
April 13, 2004 from Public Meeting Fairbanks North Star
5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Borough Chambers
809 Pioneer Road

Fairbanks, Alaska

3.1  Agency Scoping Meeting

An agency scoping meeting was held on Tuesday, April 13, 2004 in the large conference room at
ADOT&PF Northern Region, 2301 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. The
following outside agencies where represented at the meeting:

Fairbanks North Star Borough, Transportation Planning Department

Fairbanks North Star Borough, Land Management

Main Street Fairbanks/Downtown Association

Department of Natural Resources, Office of Habitat Management and Permitting
City of Fairbanks, Fire Department

The following in-house, Federal agencies and consultants were also represented:

Fairbanks-3" Street Widening
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e FHWA

e ADOT&PF Environmental Section
e ADOT&PF Planning

o ADOT&PF Right of Way

e ADOT&PF Utilities Section

e ADOT&PF Traffic Section

e USKH, Inc.

e Northern Land Use Research

Appendix A contains a copy of the agency scoping letter/meeting invitation, the mailing list, and
sign in sheets.

The list below summarizes verbal comments made at the agency scoping meeting:
»  Were the Bentley Trust Properties development considered in traffic forecasts?
»  Special consideration should be given to pedestrian crossings in the project area.

= Was the closing of Trainor Gate Road access to Ft. Wainwright considered in traffic
forecasts?

» Consider a solid median in 3™ Street across from Forty Mile Road for safety
improvement.

»  Will duel left turn lanes be needed at Steese and College in the future? Make sure our
project won’t conflict with that possibility in the future.

» Pay close attention to construction impacts and access to businesses during construction.

» Will the project include the Wendell Street Bridge? Access to downtown a concern.

3.2  Agency Scoping Letter

The list below summarizes written comments received in response to an agency scoping/scoping
meeting invitation letter sent on March 30, 2004. A total of 72 agency scoping letters were sent
to city and borough officials and staff, state and federal agencies, the local tribal organization,
ADOT&PF staff and local business organizations. Appendix B contains the letters received
from agencies in response to the scoping letter.

Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) letter dated 4/6/04 —
=  “The Department (DEC) has found a number of contaminated sites that may be of interest

in the general area of the project.”

= < it is possible that other, undocumented sources of contamination exist in the vicinity of
the road project.”

Fairbanks-3™ Street Widening
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= “__if dewatering is necessary, particularly in the vicinity of a contaminated site, a permit
may be required.”

U.S. Amy Corps of Engineers email dated 4/12/04 —
= “_..No one for the Alaska District Corps of Engineers Regulatory Branch will be available
to attend. However, based on the information provided, the portions of the project that seem
to have the greatest potential to require authorization from our office would include any work
below ordinary high water on the Chena River, either for storm water drainage structures or
for widening of the Steese Highway Bridge.”

Fairbanks North Star Borough, Air Quality Specialist, email dated 4/21/04 —
» “This widening should reduce idling and increase the flow of vehicles through the area

and therefore produce a reduction in CO accumulation.”

3.3  Public Meeting

A public meeting was held on Tuesday, April 13, 2004 in the Fairbanks North Star Borough
Assembly Chambers from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. Twenty-seven entries were made on the public
meeting sign in sheet. Of the 27 entries, seven éntries were agency or project staff. The format
of the meeting was open house with a brief presentation and question and answer period held
from 6:00 to 6:30 p.m. Appendix C contains a copy of the public meeting invitation, the mailing
list, and the sign in sheets. Appendix D contains the written public comments.

The list below summarizes both written and verbal public comments received:
= Confirm that South Alternative is the preferred alternative.

» To improve the flow of traffic to and from the Steese Expressway use 3™ and 7® Streets,
as these were a part of the original design of the Steese Expressway.

= If 3 Street is improved, vehicles wishing to access the Steese Expressway will be backed
up to the Old Steese Highway at 3" and Minnie.

= The traffic problem on 3’ 4 Street results from the timing of the traffic signal at Steese
Highway and 3™ Street. The duration of the green phase for eastbound traffic on 3™ Street

should be longer.

» Consider adding a signal to Eagle Avenue.

= Consider constructing a roundabout at 3™ Street and Steese Expressway.
; Consider four lanes from Noyes Slough Bridge to Hamilton Avenue.

» Take into account traffic increases when the Gavora Mall is full, when Dimensions Salon
builds in the residential area behind the current location along the Steese Expressway, and
when the lot near Front and Eagle Streets is occupied.
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» There is only one access in and out of the Eagle Plaza Mall, which 1s not sufficient due to
the volume of traffic on 3'% Street.

= Take out the building China 1 Buffet occupies, as it has been vacant most of the past 10
years.

= Provide adequate parking at the Gavora Mall.
»  Cars fighting for parking spaces at Chowder House sometimes don’t turn at the
intersection, but instead into the Chowder House lot off of 3" Street. This is a traffic hazard

due to the heavy traffic coming from the Steese intersection and the proximity to the Eagle
Avenue and 3" Street intersection.

= Chowder House’s sign that rests on their lot near the sidewalk is too close to the street and
sometimes blocks driver views.

= Address egress and ingress into and out of Island Homes.
»  Address construction impacts like dust control and traffic flow.

» Consider a lane dedicated to right turns on 3" coming from east and turning north on
Steese.

» Do not delay the project any longer.

= Consider dedicated tumning lanes on all four quadrants.
» Consider wider and longer turn lanes.

» Consider median and/or corner radius landscaping

» Consider adding sidewalks to Hamilton Avenue north of Third Street to connect to new
Nordale School site improvements

» Be aware that traffic from Minnie to Third is increasing as commercial businesses in the
area increase.

3.4  Public Meeting Announcements

A total of 158 public meeting notices were mailed to property owners, businesses and interested
parties on Friday, March 26, 2004. In addition flyers were hand delivered and distributed to
businesses along and adjacent to 3™ Street on Monday, March 29, 2004. Appendix E contains a
copy of the flyer/mailer hand delivered and/or mailed to businesses and residences along 34
Street, adjacent to 3" Street, in the project area and other interested parties. Other advertising in
support of the scoping effort included newspaper advertisement, posted website meeting notice
and public service announcements distributed to local radio stations. Documentation for these

efforts are contained in the appendices listed below:
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Appendix E — Fairbanks Daily News Miner Advertisement, Advertising Order, Affidavit of

Publication
Appendix F — State of Alaska website, online public notice
Appendix G — Public Service Announcement and Radio Station Distribution List
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES

2301 PEGER ROAD
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99709-5316

PRECONSTRUCTION, NORTHERN REGION TELEPHONE: (907)451-5295
TDD: (907) 451-2363
FAX: (907) 451-5103

EMail: linda_heck@dot state ak us

March 30, 2004

Re:  Third Street Widening-Project No. 62541
Agency Scoping Meeting Invitation

Mr. Ron Goughnour | RECE‘VED

USKH, Inc.

2515 A Street

Anchorage, AK 99503 APRO 1 2008
orage

Dear Mr. Goughnour: USKH Anchorage

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (ADOT&PF), in cooperation
with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), is soliciting comments and information to
upgrade Third Street between Old Steese Highway and Hamilton Avenue and Steese Highway
between the Chena River Bridge and College Road. A new Environmental Assessment (EA)

re-evaluate the original environmental document and evaluate any new

will be prepared to
e firm USKH to write the EA

impacts not addressed in the original document. We’ve hired th
and carry out preliminary engineering to support this document.

Third Street sees a high volume of traffic and it reaches gridlock during peak hours. In the early
1990's, ADOT&PF began planning for widening the roadway. A draft Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) was prepared in 1992, re-evaluated in 1995, and a Record of Decision for the
project was approved and signed on June 6, 1997. In the EIS, ADOT&PF evaluated three
alternatives—one widened the roadway to the north, one widened it to the south, and the third
maintained the existing centerline and widened it on both sides. The South Alternative was

chosen as the preferred alternative.

We intend to hold an agency scoping meeting for cooperating agencies and interested parties:

Tuesday, April 13,2004
From 9:00 to 11:00 a.m
ADOT&PF Northern Region
Main Conference Room
2301 Peger Road
in Fairbanks, Alaska



'w

Ron Goughnour _ -2- March 30, 2004

USKH, Inc.

The aim of this meeting is to:

Introduce ADOT&PF and USKH staff who are involved with the project.
Introduce resource agencies to the project, the Third Street corridor, and surrounding area.

Briefly explain where we are in the project process.

Introduce the range of alternatives we are considering for this project and explain some of the
constraints, special conditions, and problems unique to this project.

Introduce the methods we plan to use to identify potential impacts of the alternatives.

Ensure that our methodology will provide adequate information for resource agencies to
comment on the project and, if necessary, develop an alternative to avoid or minimize

impacts.

DL N —

N »n

We wish this to be a collaborative project and request your early input into the process. Any
information your agency can provide is greatly appreciated. Enclosed is an agenda for your

information.

We look forward to seeing staff from your agency on April 13. Please call Tim Woster, Design
Engineering Manager, at (907) 451-2288, or email tim_woster@dot state ak.us; or Linda Heck,
Environmental Analyst, at (907) 451-5295 or e-mail linda_heck@dot state ak us, if you require

further information.
Sineerely
- — /J.!

- Patricia L. Wightman
Environmental Coordinator

LH/dt

Enclosure: Meeting Agenda

Edward DeCleva, Northern Region Liaison, FHWA, P.O. Box 21648, Juneau, AK 99802
Ron Goughnour, USKH, Inc. 2515 A Street, Anchorage, AK 99503

Linda Heck, Environmental Analyst, ADOT&PF, 2301 Peger Rd., Fbks, AK 99709

Tim Woster, P.E., Project Mgr., ADOT&PF, 2301 Peger Rd., Fbks., AK 99709

CC:



Third Street Widening
Agency Scoping Meeting

April 13, 2004
Agenda

. Welcome & Introduction
. Project History

- Draft EIS {010

- Re-Evaluation 1995

- Final EIS & Record of Decision 1997

- Draft Traffic Safety Study 2002

- Fnwireneoents] Assessment 2004

. Alternatives to be Considered

- No Build

- North Alternative

- Middle Alternative
- South Alternative

. Environmental Consequences and Special Studies

- Air Quality Analysis
- Noise Analysis
- Cultural Resource Investigation

Development Schedule

- Environmental Assessment 2004/2005
- Design 2005/2006
- Construction

- 2007

Cooperating Agencies
- Review of agencies expectations/deliverables/timelines

. Any Other Business



THIRD STREET WIDENING
Project No. 62541
AGENCY SCOPING MEETING INVITATION
MAILING LIST as of 3/30/04

Mr. Terry Aldridge

Borough Assembly

Fairbanks Nozth Star Borough
P. 0. Box 71267

Fairbanks, AK 99707-1267

Ms. Lori Backes

Special Assistant to the Mayor
Fairbanks North Star Borough
P. O. Box 71267

Fairbanks, AK 99707-1267

Mr. Harry Bader

Regional Land Manager

State of AK Dept. of Natural Resources
Division of Mining, Land, & Water
610 University Avenue

Fairbanks, AK 99709-4699

Mr. Hank Bartos

Borough Assembly

Fairbanks North Star Borough
P. O. Box 71267

Fairbanks, AK 99707-1267

Mr. Tim Beck

Borough Assembly

Fairbanks North Star Borough
P. 0. Box 71267

Fairbanks, AK 99707-1267

Mr. John F. Bennett
Right-of-Way Chief

State of AK DOT&PF

2301 Peger Road

Fairbanks, AK 99709-5316

Mr. Tim Biggane

Direct/Emergency Services Director
Fairbanks North Star Borough

P. 0. Box 71267

Fairbanks, AK 99707-1267

Ms. Judith Bittner

State Historic Preservation Officer
State of AK Dept. of Natural Resources
Office of History & Archaeology

550 W. 7th Avenue, Suite 1310
Anchorage, AK 99501-3565

Mr. Todd Boyce

Transportation Planning Department
Fairbanks North Star Borough

P. O. Box 71267

Fairbanks, AK 99707-1267

Mr. Lawrence Bredeman
Transportation & Housing Director
Tanana Chiefs Conference, Inc.
122 First Avenue, Suite 600
Fairbanks, AK 99701

Mr. Larry Bright

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
101 12th Avenue, Box 19
Fairbanks, AK 99701-6267

Mr. Harold Brown
President

Tanana Chiefs Conference
122 First Avenue, Suite 600
Fairbanks, AK 99701

Ms. Michelle Calyillo
Festival Fairbanks

516 2nd Avenue, Suite 318
Fairbanks, AK 99701



Mr. John Carnahan

State of AK Dept. of Environmental
Conservation

610 University Avenue

Fairbanks, AK 99701

Mr. Jerry Cleworth
City Council

City of Fairbanks

800 Cushman Street
Fairbanks, AK 99701

Ms. Marcia Combes

Director-Alaska Operations Office
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
222 W. 7th Avenue, #19

Anchorage, AK 99513-7588

Mr. Paul Costello

Land Management Director
Fairbanks North Star Borough
R. (G Bax 71261

Fairbanks, AK 99707-1267

Mr. Larry Crouder, P.E.
City Engineer

City of Fairbanks

800 Cushman Street
Fairbanks, AK 99701

Mr. Warren Cuminings
Fire Chief

City of Fairbanks

800 Cushman Street
Fairbanks, AK 99701

Ms. Eileen Cummings

Borough Assembly

Fairbanks North Star Borough
P. O. Box 71267

Fairbanks, AK 99707-1267

Mr. Larry Dailey

Planning Commission
Fairbanks North Star Borough
P. O. Box 71267

Fairbanks, AK 99707-1267

Ms. Mona Lisa Drexler, CMC
Clerk

Fairbanks North Star Borough
P. O. Box 71267

Fairbanks, AK 99707-1267

Mr. Kelly Dryer

Planning Commission
Fairbanks North Star Borough
P. O. Box 71267

Fairbanks, AK 99707-1267

Mr. John Eberhart
City Council

City of Fairbanks

800 Cushman Street
Fairbanks, AK 99701

Ms. Christie Everett

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Fairbanks Regulatory Office .
3437 Airport Way, Suite 206
Fairbanks, AK 99709-4777

Mr. Randy Frank

Borough Assembly

Fairbanks North Star Borough
P. O. Box 71267

Fairbanks, AK 99707-1267

Ms. Donna Gilbert
City Council

City of Fairbanks

800 Cushman Street
Faitbanks, AK 99701

Mr. Clyde Gillespie

Planning Commission
Fairbanks North Star Borough
P. O. Box 71267

Fairbanks, AK 99707-1267

Mr. Ron Goughnour
USKH, Inc.

2515 A Street
Anchorage, AK 99503



Mr. Toby Hall

Planning Commission
Fairbanks North Star Borough
P. O. Box 71267

Fairbanks, AK 99707-1267

Mr. Paul Harris

Police Department Director
City of Fairbanks

800 Cushman Street
Fairbanks, AK 99701

Ms. Linda Heck
Environmental Analyst
State of AK DOT&PF

2301 Peger Road

Fairbanks, AK 99709-5316

Ms. Cynthia Henry

Borough Assembly

Fairbanks North Star Borough
P. O. Box 71267

Fairbanks, AK 99707-1267

Mr. Bernardo Hernandez
Planning Director

Fairbanks North Star Borough
P. O. Box 71267

Fairbanks, AK 99707-1267

The Honorable Jim Holm
Alaska State Representative
State Capitol, Room 110
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Mr. Luke Hopkins

Planning Commission
Fairbanks North Star Borough
P. O. Box 71267

Fairbanks, AK 99707-1267

Ms. Deborah Horner

Planning Commission
Fairbanks North Star Borough
P O.Box 71267

Fairbanks, AK 99707-1267

Mr. John Huber, P.E.
Utilities Engineer

State of AK DOT&PF

2301 Peger Road

Fairbanks, AK 99709-5316

Mr. Gary Hutchison

Borough Assembly

Fairbanks North Star Borough
P. O. Box 71267

Fairbanks, AK 99707-1267

Mr. David Jacoby
Public Works Director
City of Fairbanks

800 Cushman Street
Fairbanks, AK 99701

Mr. Merle Jantz

Planning Commission
Fairbanks North Star Borough
P. O. Box 71267

Fairbanks, AK 99707-1267

Mr. Scott Johnson

Acting Public Works Director
Fairbanks North Star Borough
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Fairbanks, AK 99707-1267

Mr Jeff Johnson

City Council

City of Fairbanks

800 Cushman Street
Fairbanks, AK 99701

Mr. David Karalunas
Planning Commission
Fairbanks North Star Borough
P. O. Box 71267

Fairbanks, AK 99707-1267

Mr. Scott Kawasaki
City Council

City of Fairbanks

800 Cushman Street
Fairbanks, AK 99701



Mr. Joe Keeney, P.E.
PD&E Chief

State of AK DOT&PF

2301 Peger Road
Fairbanks, AK 99709-5316

Ms. Karen Lavery

Main Street Fairbanks/Downtown
Association

551 2nd Avenue, Suite 225
Fairbanks, AK 99701

Mr, Max Lyon
Transportation Director
Fairbanks North Star Borough
P. O. Box 71267

Fairbanks, AK 99707-1267

Ms. Shannon McCarthy
Information Officer

State of AK DOT&PF

2301 Peger Road

Fairbanks, AK 99709-5316

Mr. Robert "Mac" McLean

State of AK Dept. of Natural Resources
Office of Habitat Mgmt. & Permitting
1300 College Road

Fairbanks, AK 99701

Mr. Chris Miller

Planning Commission
Fairbanks North Star Borough
P. O. Box 71267

Fairbanks, AK 99707-1267

Ms. Kara Moriarty
President
Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce
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' » LI 610 University Avenue

Fairbanks, AK 99709-3643

DEPT. OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION PHONE: (007) 4512183
DIVISION OF SPILL PREVENTION AND RESPONSE FAX: (907) 451-2155
CONTAMINATED SITES PROGRAM https//www.state ak us/dec/

5 1
File: 900.38.009 B

April 6, 2004

Patricia Wightman o FCE@VED
ADOT&PF g RELE = \
2301 Peger Road i o
Fairbanks, AK 99709-5316 AR 8¢ ‘

Re:  Third Street Widening-Project No. 62541 NTAL SECTION
e reet Widening-Project No HELW‘““‘J

ENVIRON

Dear Ms. Wightman:

The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC) has reviewed the Third Street
Widening-Project proposal for the area surrounding Third Street and the Steese Highway,
mentioned in the scoping document submitted to us on the 31% of March. The Department has
found a number of contaminated sites that may be of interest in the general area of the project.
These are documented in the enclosed figure. A search area with a radius of 1/2 kilometer was used
to locate contaminated sites in the vicinity of the project area, though sites on the periphery of this
boundary may also be of interest to you. It should be noted that the Contaminated Sites and LUST
Sites in the associated figure may not be positioned accurately and ADEC files should be examined
for specific information. Contamination may be encountered throughout this area and it is possible
that other, undocumented sources of contamination exist in the vicinity of the road project.

Additional information for contaminated sites can be found on our on-lirie GIS, at
http://squid.dnr.state.ak.us/website/fbxstoret, which also connects to the DEC’s on-line databases,
or see www.state.ak.us/dec/dspar/csites/home.htm. Hard copies of site files are available at the
ADEC office, 610 University Avenue. Finally, if dewatering is necessary, particularly in the
vicinity of a contaminated site, a permit may be required. The permit can be obtained online at
www state.ak.us/dec/dawq/waterpermits/onlinepermits.

Sincerely,

L Lt

Torsten Ernst
Environmental Specialist

Enclosure

G:\SPAR\CS\Contaminaled Site Files (38)\900 Statewide\500.38 009 ADOT&PF Statewide Ulility-Construction Project Comments\ThirdStreetResponse April6,2004 doc



9 SWOZ "WOIRAB DIBUIRIOX

posajold IO{B3I0W HAIDAIUTI) [ERIOAUN ¥ $09T PUD £OBY X
WNIBQ UBSUBWY LLION 04) U0 POSE] 8 UGHTULIA [FUOIEI0| B
‘(03aY) LORIAIOSUSS [EIUBUAIGHAUT Jo 1oredag

WIS 6y] W) POITLILO MED [CIUOWLIONAUT ‘3UCK)|PUt

843 [PNIS8 6U WA} Jop(P (13 ©q ABW 11q ' 61ewsS O] posn wiE]
oy} o uoyRidap BjeNnIow Ue 8| dew &y asojaioy]) ‘U Axjen|
10 SUTIRIBY 110408 BUSIOPUN BRY PUY UGIIFLLLIOJLE DIGIHITAR 1900
ol Buisn padopaop sesm dew gjy) *Auo 6au0r0jal (o sosodind
10] pesn 6q 01 3] ¥1UP G4 "|TUDJTW SNOPIvZEY jo pouasad oy
Aup J0 LLIJUGD |oU E0OP PLB O} FUEXDICAR 81 LOHFULO)LY [BUOHEDY

w——l Z01

ey DAL STUAINS IS H0STY

»

Sy LEOBETOLY

il e, o

SIFYHAIS PIE

Wi T
991°8€°00]

d s, Ldapuags,

s . Lo09TT0r”

45, €014 I0ISHION = 04083 L.

o B Sy kR
N A A

e U WS .mﬁ..mmz.n.@_. & : BaJY 4OIESS WY G
mmw,wﬂi.c&_.m. 3 N C oS mmm.*_\;z ks %" s e
seslhel GO L= N . . -
_”—Ol_\ummmﬂvmu_..ﬂ;‘mut@% L5 Qﬁcm.nm 001 «n.ff . uojjeuluBiuo) 81qI1ssod D
3 Lo gt g wummmao SudID# 3 oF

susism &
a)IS pereulwRIu0) @

.

3 ,_Emmm._._ 109loid Buiuapipp
SLSN %31 Eau__.«z.«_»_ﬂ__.:_om. PJIIYL

¥
L)




UGS RS
From: Jim Conner [jconner @co.fairbanks.ak.us]

Sent: Thursday, April 15, 2004 12:24 PM

To: 'Linda Heck’; Jim Conner

Cc: Timothy J Woster; Julianne Hanson; Ron Goughnour

Subject: RE: Third Street Widening-Project No. 62541

Linda,

Could | drop by today around 2:30?
Thanks,

Jim

----- Original Message-----

Sent: Thursday, Ap
To: Jim Conner
Ce: Timothy J Woster; Julianne Hanson; Ron Goughnour

Subject: Re: Third Street Widening-Project No. 62541

Jim,

Thank you for your interest in the project. At the meeting we had two 24x36 inch display boards
showing the proposed project overlain on an aerial photo of the project area. You are weicome to
view the display boards at the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities Office at
2301 Peger Road. Tim Woster, Design Project Manager, and | would be happy to meet with you
and discuss the proposed project.

Linda Heck
Environmental Analyst
907.451.5295

Jim Conner wrote:

Linda Heck,
| was not able to attend the meeting on the 13" for the Borough.

How may | view the plans for the widening so that | can advise our
Transportation Director?
Jim

Dr. James Conner

Air Quality Specialist
jconner@co.fairbanks.ak.us
459-1325



Julianne Hansonant s o

From: Tim Woster [tim_woster @ dot state.ak.us]
Sent: Wednesday, April 21, 2004 2:51 PM

To: Linda Heck; Ron Goughnour; Julianne Hanson

Subject:  [Fwd: DOT-PF Third Street Widening Project No. 6254]

DOT-PF Third

Street Widening P...
This isn’t really a public comment'to DOT, but it is the report from Jim Connor to

his supervisor at the Borough after reviewing the public meeting displays with me.
Jim Connor is an Air Quality Specialist with Fairbanks North Star Borough. He came to my office

at 1:30 this afternoon to view the displays that we had presented at the Agency and Public
Scoping Meetings. We discussed the status of the project and the geometry of the preferred

alternative.

Mr. Connor’s main concermn is the potential affect of the project on air quality, especially carbon
monoxide levels. We discussed the geometry and traffic flow, but that was a secondary interest
for him. His comment was that it appears the project will reduce congestion and therefore reduce

carbon monoxide levels.
[ told Mr. Connor that we will soon be conducting a new air quality analysis, and the results will be
available to the public.

Tim



From: Jim Conner [jconner@co.fairbanks.ak.us]
Sent: Wednesday, April 21, 2004 2:26 PM

To: Max Lyon

Cc: Glenn Miller; 'tim_woster @dot.state.ak.us’

Subject: DOT-PF Third Street Widening Project No. 6254

Max,
On March 30, 2004 DOT-PF sent you a letter inviting comment on the proposed Third Street

Widening Project No. 6254.
[ met with Tim Woster today, at the DOT, and looked at the prelimiary plans. They are working
on an EIS and not likely to begin work until the summer of 2007. 2

This proposed widening will put six lanes along third, between the Old Steese and Hamilton
Avenue, and seven lanes along the New Steese between the Chena River and College Road.

This widening should reduce idling and increase the flow of vehicles through the area and
therefore produce a reduction in CO accumulation.

Jim

Dr. James Conner

Air Quality Specialist
jconner@co.fairbanks.ak.us
459-1325




Julianne Hanson

From: Linda Heck [linda_heck@dot.state.ak.us]
Sent:  Monday, April 12, 2004 1:03 PM

b Timothy J Woster; Ron Goughnour; Julianne Hanson
Subject: [Fwd: Third Street/Steese Highway Upgrade]

l——- ---- Original Message --------
ubject: Third Street/Steese Highway Upgrade
Date:Mon, 12 Apr 2004 13:38:32 -0700
From:Everett, Christy A POA02 <Christy.A Everett@poa02.usace.army.mil>
To:’linda_heck @dot state.ak.us’ <linda_heck @dot.state.ak.us>

linda,

thank you for your invitation to the scoping meeting for the above project on April 13" 2004. Unfortunately, no one for the Alaska
istrict Corps of Engineers Regulatory Branch will be available to attend. However, based on the information provided, the
ortions of the project that seem to have the greatest potential to require authorization from our office would include any work
ielow ordinary high water on the Chena River, either for stormwater drainage structures or for widening of the Steese Highway
ridge. This is a very preliminary assessment, and of course, more information would be necessary to complete a more thorough

jurisdictional determination.

Ilook forward to working with you as the design progresses.
fsty Everett
Fairbanks Field Office Manager

74-2166



GARY WILKEN

SENATOR
Fairbanks

1851 Fox Ave.
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
Tel: 451-5501 (from Fbks)
Tel: (907) 465-3709 (outside Fbks)
Fax: (907) 4654714

Ms. Patricia Wightman

1 on:
State Capitol Building
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
Tel: 451-5501 (from Fbks)
Tel: (907) 465-3709 (outside Fbks)
Fax: (907) 4654714
Website: www.garywilken com
E-Mail: Senator. Gary Wilken @legis state ak us

....:.—-.-'.ﬂ.

g RECEIVED

April 8, 2004

st g TR A = R

|
APR1Z2: 0

s e

ENVIRONMENTAL SECH o

et

Environmental Coordinator

ADOT&PF
2301 Pegar Road

Fairbanks, OK 99709-5316

A T
Dear Ms. Wightman,

Thank you for your letter notifying me of the agency scopmg meeting you are having on

April 13" about the Third Street upgrade. ' I appreciate knowing about i

t ahead of time,

however I will not be able t6 attend since T will be back in Juneau.

Please keep me informed of the types of cornmients and information you get from this
meeting, and on the pmjeci itselt, -

I look forward to hearing from y@u SOON.

Sincerely, '

Gary Wilken
Senator, Fairbanks

cc: Darwin Peterson

[Drandlv Ranrecenting the Golden Heart of Alaska !_
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PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE

THIRD STREET WIDENING
Project No. F-M-670(1)/62541

Tuesday, April 13, 2004
From 5:00 to 8:00 p.m
With a presentation from 6:00 to 6:30 p.m.
at Fairbanks North Star Borough Chambers
on 809 Pioneer Road
in Fairbanks, Alaska

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (ADOT&PF), in cooperation
with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), is soliciting comments and information to
upgrade Third Street between Old Steese Highway and Hamilton Avenue and Steese Highway
between the Chena River Bridge and College Road. A new Environmental Assessment (EA)
will be prepared to re-evaluate the original environmental document and evaluate any new

impacts not addressed in the original document.

Third Street sees a high volume of traffic and it reaches gridlock during peak hours. In the early
1990's, ADOT&PF began planning for widening the roadway. A draft Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) was prepared in 1992, re-evaluated in 1995 and a Record of Decision for the
project was approved and signed on June 6,1997. In the EIS, ADOT&PF evaluated three
alternatives—one widened the roadway to the north, one widened it to the south, and the third
maintained the existing centerline and widened it on both sides. The South Alternative was

chosen as the preferred alternative.

We are seeking your input. Your participation will help ensure all possible factors are
considered in the EA.

If you are unable to attend the meeting, you can submit your comments by April 27,2004 in
writing, by fax, or by telephone to: Tim Woster, Design Engineering Manager at (907) 451-2288,
fax (907) 451-5126, email tim_woster@dot.state. ak.us or Linda Heck, Environmental Analyst,
(907) 451-5295), fax (907) 451-5103, email to linda_heck@dot.state.ak.us, or in writing to:
2301 Peger Road, Fairbanks, AK 99709. If you require special accommodations in order to
participate in this meeting, please call so that arrangements can be made to assist you. To

correspond by text telephone (TDD), please call (907) 451-2363.
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03/13/2004 22:31 9-12868388410 EHAMM PAGE  B1/81

FAX TRANSMISSION

RIEHL SEW N VAC, INC.
@01 W 36TH AVE, STE 18
ANCHORAGE, AK 9503
o0 7-563-2908
Fax: QO7-583-1076

April 12,2004

To: TIM WOSTER, ADOT&PF Date:
ONE, including this cover sheet.

Fax #: 9074515126 Pages:
From: E. A. HAMM JR.
Subject: PROJECT F-M-670(1)/62541

COMMENTS:

AS THIS PROJECT AFFECTS OUR LEASED PREMISES AT 300 OLD STEES
FIRM WISHES TO CONFIRM THAT “SOUTH ALTERNATIVE” IS A PREFERRED

ROUTING FOR THIS NEEDED IMPROVEMENT.

E HWY, OUR

YOURS TRULY, E A HAMM JR, FOR RIEHL SEW N VAC, INC
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| AEERE
“  Merrill J. Hakala ; FRENE
140 Front St ? e le IF |8
Fairbanks, AK 99701 R ﬂ:g

SITR
Ph # 456 5498 Fax # 456 5499 stz
| N W
| il d
April 2, 2004 { EELEEL
| MNIR
Tim Woster ; ST &
Design Engineering Manager | e R ggg
2301 Peger Rd | ;:'{} v
Fairbanks, AK 99709 | N

-

I

Mr. Woster, |
This message is concerning the Third St in
Graehl widening project no. F M-670(1)62541.

There is ho real good reason for it. What
should be done to improve the! flow of traffic
to and from the Steese Expressway is to use
Ird St and 7th St. These Streets were a part
of the original design of the Steese Express
way. The only reason that was| not done was
because Harold Gilliam, who at that time was
the Mayor of Fairbanks oppose it because his
home was in the area. |

The traffic flow to and from the Steese
Expressway will really improv if what I
suggest is truly considered and done, If the
3rd St in Graehl project 1is qone, we will
<till have vehicles who want to use the Cteese

Expressway backed up all the‘way to the 0ld
Steese Highway at 3rd ond Mijnie St and even

i
|
04/05/20J4 MON 08:58 [TX/RX NO 86971 [doo1




04/0APR. 5. 2004 10:55AM4515LUSKH - ANCHORAGES NO. 4166 P 3/3,

AFR-pS-2004 @T:49 AM MERRILL J. HAKALA ﬁav 456 5499

around the corner. It will be; this way at noon
and in the afternoon from 4:3é thru 6:30 P.M..

The projéct that was done 2/3 years ago on
the 0ld Steese, north of the fendall St Bridge
which was suppose to improve the traffic flow
did not improve at all. At the pre-
construction hegrings, I suggested what I have
stated above but my thoughts were completely
ignored. That project was a complete waste of
money. I do hope that my sugg?stions will be
considered seriously. i

M&uw¢&Z§yﬂﬁuQ§aQ
Merrill J. Hakala

Sincerely l
|

04/05/2004 MON 08:55 [TX/RX NO 8898] ool



From: Ron

Sent: Thursday, April 01, 2004 11:57 AM
To: Julianne Hanson

Subject:  FW: 3d Street Comment

FYI

e sl 23
telakusins dnis

Heck, Linda; Ron Goughnour
3d Street Comment

Ron/Linda,

| received a call commenting on 3™ Street Widening.

The call was from Kasey Stanley, Manager of the House of Tabs on 3™ Street. She wasn't sure
whether she would be able to attend the public meeting, but had received notice and would like to
comment,

She said that from watching traffic in front of her business, she believes that a big part of the
traffic problem results from the timing of the traffic signal at Steese Highway and 3 Street. She
believes the duration of the green phase for east-bound traffic on 3™ Street should be longer.

Often, she thinks that the east-bound green phase will only let about 4 cars through the
intersection before changing phases. She said that she often sees traffic backed up from the

Steese Highway to the Old Steese Highway.
She said that she has been operating her business in it's current location for about 2 years.

| encouraged her to try to attend the meeting if possible. However, please include this comment
with any other comments that we may receive at the meeting, in case she can't attend.

Tim



Third Street Widening
Old Steese Highway to Hamiliton Avenue &
Steese Expressway between the College Road and

. Chena River Bridge

Fairbanks North Star Borough Chambers
April 13,2004
Comments Are Welcome

We would like to stay in touch with you throughout the planning process to learn about your concerns and hear
your suggestions. Please take a moment to fill out this comment sheet so that we can respond to any comments
you may have. If you don't finish the comment sheet today, please mail to Linda Heck, Environmental
Coordinator, ADOT&PF Northern Region, 2301 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska 99709; fax to (907) 451-5126;
or e-mail linda_heck@dot.state.ak.us. Thank You!

Name: (D Q"ll e <SS

Address: I . - |
22Y OLD STEESE Hwt 2 7FO

Telephone:

¢S (=5rS

. Please add comments that you think may be helpful during the design development process. Are there any
specific elements of the planned improvements that you feel may cause a particular problem?
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Third Street Widening
Public Meeting Questionnaire

Please answer the following questions. Your answers will
l " ~Ip us understand your concemns and ideas regarding this
¥
Jject.

1. Which of the following describes your interest in the
' project corridor. Mark all that apply:

Public cfficial
Interested citizen

Business Owner (3]
Property Owner a
Travel route to/from work
Travel route for other trips
Work in the project area
Live in the project area

&

.

o0oo

O
. Do you regularly drive in the project area?
Yes O No

. If yes, how often do you drive in the project area?

Once a week
l O
a

Once a day
One to five times a day
More than five times daily
. Rarely
3. Do you ever use Third Street to access the downtown
* busjngss area?
' % Yes O No
. |Is there another route you could use to get to your
§tlnat|on?

Yes O No

If yes, describe the route

A >
T fﬂaﬁ& (LY
g ot b ey S om oL

5. Do you, or any family members ride your bike on Third

ireet?
Yes O No

If yes, is it primarily:
& Recreational 0O Commute

6. Do you, or any family members walk along Third Street?
l d No

7. What problems apply to your driving on Third Street?
Check all that apply:

e Delay at signals
iy Waiting more than one signal cycle
Lack of right turning lanes eA/S© STEES &

0O Access into driveways

8] Access from driveways

S Bike/pedestrian movements
Tgestion

(]

8. Do you even intentionally avoid traveling on Third Street?

K Yes m) No

&CC ASE | OSRIATUN
8. As traffic volumes increase in the future causing more
congestion on Third Street, would you still use the corridor?

/@ Yes O No O0 Maybe
10. What improvements would you like to see on Third
Street? What needs to be done?

Reou wv ABOVTS

11. In your opinion, what would be the negative effects, if
any, of upgrading Third Street?

During construction HelATYL o G BATS
T3 AaD US pil G~ CovldheZ 12
CERAEZ «

ND T MU St

After construction

12. In your opinion, what are the benefits you see to
upgrading Third Street?

CLSE CaNGESTION

Listed below are potential issues often associated with urban
transportation improvement projects. We are interested in
what you think are the highest priorities for Third Street.
Please circle the three most important issues.

Pedestrian and bicycle facilities
Air quality

Traffic noise

Hazardous materials
Right of Way acquisition
Business impacts
Access control
Parking spaces
Access fo properties and businesses |
Construction impacts (&)

Project costs

Please use the backside of this questionnaire for
additional comments you may have. —

Contact Tim Woster P.E , ADOT&PF, 2301 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska 99709, phone: 451-2288, tim_woster@dot state ak.us



Third Street Widening
Public Mesting Questionnaire

Please answer the following questions. Your answers will
Ip us understand your concerns and ideas regarding this
Jject.

1. Which of the following describes your interest in the

project corridor. Mark all that apply:

‘g Business Owner a Public cfficial
Property Owner 5{ Interested citizen

ﬁ Travel route to/from wor’

O Travel route for other trips

0

O

Work in the project area
Live in the project area

2. Po you regularly drive in the project area?
Yes O No

If yes, how often do you drive in the project area?

Once a week
l O
%

Once a day
One to five times a day
. Rarely
3. Do you ever use Third Street to access the downtown
business area?

More than five times daily
' ; Yes O No

4. |s there another route you could use to get to your

stination?
Yes O No

If yes, describe the route

l CO//éqe @ jn{me’ Cate Al
5. Do you, or any family members ride your bike on Thlrd
Street?

K Yes [ No
If yes, is it primarily:
Commute

O Recreational g

' 6. Do you, or any family members walk along Third Street?

X Yes O No

l 7. What problems apply to your driving on Third Street?

Check all that apply:
Lack of right turning lanes

e
l =]
Access into driveways

' O Access from driveways
™

Delay at signals
Waiting more than one signal cycle

7,4\16 .

Bike/pedesirian movements
Congestion
lﬂ/ Other @ &S 7@6“" \gc?j,?

8. Do you even intentionaily avoid traveling on Third Street?

}( Yes O No

9. As traffic volumes increase in the future causing more
congestion on Third Street, would you still use the corridor?

K Yes O No O Maybe

10. What improvements would you like to see on Third
Street? What needs to be done?

/pme-s‘ ‘|(r"arv1 /Ua,/f’_f <-570’c-£czA
__rm/ﬂ,cb&’j‘?‘ %Mr/ﬁn )&uf’, ”
Df mAmL (R E e )//A:e’

11. In your opinion, what would be the negative effects, if
any, of upgrading Third Street?

During construction Qn q p_rf’/ [o¥a) u.//
Okl%ei nqr\r/é acce S s

After construction

12. In your opinion, what are the benefits you see to
upgrading Third Street?

Listed below are potential issues often associated with urban
transportation improvement projects. We are interested in
what you think are the highest priorities for Third Street.
Please circle the three most important issues.

Pedestrian and bicycle facilities
Air quality
Traffic noise

Hazardous materials

<Right of Way acqui
o
ccess control

Parking spaces

ATEESS fo properties and hisinesses
Construction impacts

Project costs

Please use the backside of this questionnaire for
additional comments you may have. —

Contact: Tim Woster P E., ADOT&PF, 2301 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska 99709, phone: 451-2288, tim_woster@dot state ak us
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Julianne Hanson

From: mike milke [m.dmilke @acsalaska.net]
Sent: Monday, April 19, 2004 7:52 PM

To: tim_woster@ dot.state.ak.us

Subject: Third Street Widening - Comments

Thank you for inviting public input.

The Old Steese was just redone 2 years ago—I'm surprised that the planning wasn’t long range enough
to be in service for more years. Please don’t make the mistake again of contributing to the concrete
meccal | was pleased when the Old Steese was redone and sidewalks were put in, but disappointed that

not a blade of grass, much less a bush or tree were left in sight for blocks.

The new stairway leading from the Wendell Street Bridge down to Graehl Park is nice if you're on foot,
but impassable by bicycles. There is heavy pedestrian and bicycle traffic from Riverside Park in Island
Homes, through Graehl Landing, over Wendell Street Bridge to downtown; any of these individuals on
bikes have to go down another block to access the Old Steese sidewalk that leads across the Wendesll

Street Bridge.

When cars park in Fred's lot near the retaining wall along the Old Steese, the view of drivers taking the
side exit out of Fred’s lot onto the Old Steese is blocked due to the angle of the street.

The intersection of Third and Old Steese is horrible during peak times. Inconsiderate drivers try to
squeeze through the light and end up sitting in a line of traffic; once the light changes, they’re stuck in line
and blocking traffic in the other direction from moving, causing frustrating gridlock.

When redoing Third Street, please take into account the fact that if and when Gavora Mall is fully
occupied the traffic will increase; when Dimensions Salon builds in the residential area behind their
current location and along the Steese Expressway, traffic will increase; when the lot cleared last summer
near Front and Eagle streets is occupied (I assume it will be commercial), traffic will increase. It's already
difficult to exit from Eagle onto Third, or out of the Eagle Plaza mall onto Third, due to the volume of
traffic. There is only one access in and out of the mall, which isn't sufficient due to the volume of traffic on
Third Street. The borough has allowed businesses to build in what have traditionally been residential
neighborhoods—they aren’t equipped to handle the traffic. | don’t see how Third can be widened without
some buildings coming out. | vote for taking out the building China 1 Buffett is in. Its been vacant most of
the past 10 years; when it is occupied it raises the level of traffic in and out of the mall above levels that

the roads are equipped to handle.
If, however, you take out a strip of Gavors’s lot to widen the road, if the mall is ever fully occupied it won't

have adequate parking.
Cars fighting for parking spaces at Chewder House sometimes don't turn at the intersection, but instead
into it's lot off of Third. This is a traffic hazard due to the heavy traffic coming from the Steese intersection

and the proximity to the Eagle and Third intersection. Chowder House's sign that rests on their lot near
the sidewalk is too close to the street and sometimes blocks drivers views.

I cringe to think what traffic on Old Steese and College is going to be like once Walmart, the new Fred’s,
and the new restaurants are all open. There are too many streets in the area that deadend, i.e. College,

Trainer Gate, the access road that runs behind Sam’s and the Bentley Mall, Minnie, 10t Avenue, Phillips
Field, etc.

Thanks for listening!
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Third Street Widening |
Old Steese Highway to Hamiliton Avenue & i
Steese Expressway between the College Road and
k 2 Chena River Bridge
! Fairbanks North Star Borough Chambers
April 13, 2004 _,
Comments Are Welcome- [

We would like to stay in touch with you throughout the planning process to learn about your concerns and hear
your suggestions. Please take 2 moment to fill put this comment sheet so that we can respond to any comments
you may have. If you don't:finish the comiment sheet today, please mail to Linda Heck, Environmental
Coordinator, ADOT&PF Northern Region, 2301 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska 99709; fax to (907) 451-5126;
or e-mail inda_heck@dot state.akns. Thank You!

Name:
Address:
Telephone: . i
‘I D v N
ANCHORAGE-KENAI Trés%%éANKs
, ) 7 s David Lean Terminal Mpr 1:: 4m
Please add comments that you thitik may behelpful ‘during the d B e o5 5 SavidGuhbislaska com

specific elements of the planned improvements that you feel may prourcm:

N 07291 gy ||
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Third Street Widening |
01d Steese Highway to Hamiliton Avenue & -

Steese Expressway between the College Road and |

i | Chena River Bridge |

Fairbanks North Star Borough Chambers |

. April 13, 2004 |

Comments Are Welcome- :

APR 2 0 2304

ENVIRONMENTAL SECTIGN -
= ToTtlike tostay prteuel with you throughout the planning process 10 leamn gbout your concems and hear
your snggestions. Please take 2 moment to fill out this comment sheet so that we can respond to any comments ]
yon may have, If you don’t Fnish the copument shieet today, please mail to Linda Heck, Environmental
Coordinstor, ADOT&PF Northern Region, 2301 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska 99709; fax to (907) 45 1-5126;

or e-mail linda_heck@dot.state.ak.us. Thank You!

g hj;%nh@‘w\emgaha

Address: c; 30 Etl S & _
S = & & T
Yo - /LD

Please add comments that you think may be helpful during the design development process. Aye there any
that you feel may cause a particular problem?

specific elements of the planned improvements
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Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities
Attn: Linda Heck

2301 Peger Raod

Fairbanks, AK 99709

Place
Stamp
Here
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Public Meeting Questionnaire
Please answer the following questions. Your answers will
help us understand your concerns and ideas regarding this

vroject.

1. Which of the following describes your interest in the
project corridor. Mark all that apply:

Business Qwner O  Public official
Property Owner [ Interested citizen
Travel route toffrom wark -

Travel route for other trips
Work in the project area
Live in the project area

DDDE}\R{{\

)

E/l:!e you regularly drive in the project area?
Yes a No

If yas, how often do you drive in the project area?
O Cnce a week

] Once a day
& One o five times a day
a More than five times dailly

O Rarely
3. Do you ever use Third Street o access the downtown
business area?
E/ No

m| Yes
4. ls there another route you could use to get to your
d esttii@on?
Yes O No

i yes, describe the route

Ol) Stease(Fatolly Yllowde 52

5. Do you, or any family members ride your bike on Third

Street?
= D/ No

O Yes
If yes, is it primarily:

O Recreational 0O Commute

w

6. Do you, or any family members walk along Third Street?

No D Pnes

7. What problems apply to your driving on Third Street?
Check ail that apply:

B~ Delayat signals

Waiting more than one signal cycle
Lack of right turning lanes

Actess into driveways

Access from driveways
Bike/pedestrian movements

e iR 1D Edfer

' Mepad O

Yes 0

Wi

Q\ISQ]GD

NO. 021 P 13

8. Do you even intentionally avoid traveling on Third Street?

i

9. As traffic volumes incre@se in the future causing more
congestion on Third Street, would you still use the corridor?

U/ Maybe

10. What improvements would you like to see on Third
Street? What needs to be done?

DonlP Cack Bre. frtles
—Potl ) Fese & 1Lxe

1 Yes., O Na

|
]
|
|

11. In your opinicn, what would be the negative effects, if
any, of upgrading Th‘ud?eet?
ﬁng construction Z_’ UE;W /A;bzzcﬂp',
vsl™ 0 m%ﬁ L
7 rd

After constructior:J}f (V'e?’ﬂ) ?“'4 7€ 4)%

fGe s P Peaih Ste e o
‘fﬁ( (e c'.«!’/layge

12. In your opinion, what are the be you see o

SN o ol 7y
fess Pwe o [2b¥s foss
Prcbed ‘

Lieted below are potential issues often associated with urban
transportation improvement projects. We are interasted in
what you think are the highest priorities for Third Strest.
Please circle the three most important issues.

Pedestrian and bicycle faciliies

~ Arr quality
Traffic noise
Hazardous materials
Ri Way geguisition

=/

Consiruction impacts
Project costs

Please use the backside of this questionnaire for
additional comments you may have. —

—
Contzdt: Tim Woster P €., ADOT&PF, 2301 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska 98708, phone: 451-2288, $m_woster@dotstate.ak.us
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APR. 21. 2004 7:46AMmen.DOT&PF ENVIRONMENTAL

1und oucer (317

Public Meeting Questionnaire

Please answer the following questions. Your answers will
help us understand your concerns and ideas regarding this

nroject.

1.l Which of the following describes your interest in the
project corridor. Mark all that apply:

Public official
Interested citizen

Business Owner O
Property Owner =
Travel raute to/from work
Travel route for other trips
Work in the project area
Live in the project area

oogpoao

2. Do you regularly drive in the project area?
vy Yes 0 No

If yes, how often do you drive in the project area?
O Once a week
] Once a day

& OCne to five times a day
| More than five times daily
O Rarely

3. Do you ever use Third Street to access the downtown
business area?

IS Yes O Na

4. Is there another route you could use to get to your
destination?

B Yes 0 No

|ffyes, describa the route
S(ﬂta/‘"—? H‘awnt'&b/\

5. Do you, or any family members ride your bike on Third
Street?
.

Yes d No
If yes, is it primarily:
= Recreational O Commute

-

5. Do you, or any family members walk along Third Street?
24 Yes O

7. What problems apply to your driving on Third Street?
Check all that apply:

No

Delay at signals

Waiting more than one signal cycle
-Lack of right turning lanes

Access into driveways

Access from driveways
Bike/pedestrian movements
Congestion

Other,

SINIEINIV . T,

NO. 021 P 3 ol

8. Do you even intentionally avoid travefing on Third Street? ‘

O  Yes B No

9. As traffic volumes increase in the future causing mare |
congestion on Third Street, would you still use the corridar? '

No [  Maybe

® Yes O

10. What improvements would you fike to see on Thitd
Street? What needs fo be done?

N Plau ceaus e . T wwu@fﬁm
2 lane dedreated B ridt Bvn on Thie

_ (mma ’{:J’E:W\ &S d-{)u:mu\g MD("HA aA

LT
Qoee.sﬁ
11. In your opinion, what would be the negative effects, if
any, of upgrading Third Street?

During constructian Hfllﬂm'tb UL CQM'SH\&/' "

VCIIJJE bo\ﬂf\ dg;:ﬂfjtﬂ‘fﬂ ’bem home 4 ve‘mr Nelng
T bowe =

After construction

12. In your opinion, what are'the benefits you see to
upgrading Third Street?

T 17 -
Timprased ‘Cratfec Lo ; vy u{:i[a{ﬂ mles
L | - P J
kmkﬁhﬂakw£Wmhnmmmwwtﬁkk5
(W) ot =
Listed below are potential issues ofien associated with urban
transportation improvement projects. We are interested in

what you think are the highest priorities for Third Street.
Please circle the three most important issues.

Pedesfrian and bicycle facilities
Air quality

Traffic noise

Hazardous materials

Right of Way acquisition
Business impacts

Parking spaces

Access to properties and businesses
onstruction impacts
Froject costs

Please use the backside of this questionnaire for
additional comments you may have, —»

Contact Tim Woster P.E., ADOT&PF, 2301 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska 99709, phone: 451-2288, fim_woster@dat state.ak.us
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1 nird Strest Widenuiy
Public Meeting Questionnaire

Pleasa answer the followingquestians. Your answers will
help us understand your concems and ideas regarding this

-roject.

1. Which of the following describes your interest in the
project corridor, Mark all that apply:

Business Owner O  Public official
Property Qwner O Interested citizen
Travel raute toffrom work

Travel toute for ather trips

Work in the project area

Live in the project area

oo®MOo0

Do you regularly drive in the project area?
Yes O Nao

¥

If yes, how often do you drive in the project area?
O Once a week
O Once a day
O One to five times a day
= More than five times daily 40
O Rarely

3. Do you ever use Third Street to access the downtown

business area?
O Yes X No

4. Is there ancther route you could use to get to your
destination?
O Yes 0 No

If yes, describe the route

DOT&PF ENVIRONMENTAL

5. Do you, or any femily members ride your bike on Third

Street?
O Yes W No

If yes, is it primarily:

3 Recreational O Commute

6. Do yau, or any family members walk along Third Street?

O Yes 7:1 No

7. What problems apply to your driving on Third Street?
Check all that apply:

Delay at signais

Waiting more than one signal cycle
Lack of right turning lanes

Access into driveways

Access fram driveways
Bike/pedestrian movements
Congestion

Other

hnfu) Jup= )y

NO. 021 P 5 |

8. Do you even intentionally avaid traveling on Third Street? ]

18 Yes O No - J

9. As traffic volumes increase in the future causing more :
congestion on Third Street, would you still use the comidor? |

=t Yes O No 0O

Maybe ]

10. What impravements would you like to see on Third
Street? What needs ta be done? .. ‘

Déd"ce-}ed Ty.rm‘ng\ lanes *‘q’,‘fq.unJvan

11. In your opinion, what would be the negative effects, if
any, of upgrading Third Street?

During construction QQ"?QS:L.QL\ -—dg ¥ gna wa J

Y

Mone

After construction

12. In your opinion, what are the benefits you see to

upgrading Thé ci[Street?

———aery
Qangess 1'm§)rtm ml

" Listed below are potential issues often asscciated with urban

{ransportation improvement projects. We are interested in
what you think are the highest pricrities for Third Street.
Please circle the three most important issues.

Pedestrian and bicycle facilities
YAir quality
Traffic noise
Hazardous materials
Right of Way acquisition
Business impacis
Access control
Parking spaces -
Access to properties and businesses
Construction impacts

- ¥Project costs

Please use the backside of this questionnaire for
additional comments you may have. —

Cantact: Tim Waster P E., ADOT&PF, 2301 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alasz 99709, phone: 451-2288, tim_woster@dot state.ak.us
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Third Street Widening
Old Steese Highway to Hamiliton Avenue &
Steese Expressway between the College Road and

s -+ Chena River Bridge

Fairbanks North Star Borough Chambers
April 13, 2004
Comments Are Welcome-

'ENVIRONMENTAL SECTION |
W Wmm with you throughout the planning process to learn about your concerns and hear
your suggestions. Please take a moment to fill out this comment sheet so that we can respond to any comments
you may have. If you don’t finish the comment sheet today, please mail to Linda Heck, Environmental
Coordinator, ADOT&PF Northern Region, 2301 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska 99709; fax to (907) 451-5126;

or e-mail linda_heck@dot.state.ak.us. | Thank You! IS /gé (v T3 e

|

*. Address: - _ WO /ﬁﬁ%r Cg/é 7 e /—Z//S ?ffd_ﬁ’

Telephone:

=%/~ @ ol

Please add comments that you t.hm.k n#ay be helpful during the design development process. Are there any
'specific elements of the planned improvements that you fee] may cause a particular problem?
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MAY. 18. 2004 11:01AM DOT&PF ENVIRONMENTAL
Third Street Widening
' Public Meeting Questionnaire
Please answer the following questions. Yeur answers will
- ~Ip ys understand your concerns and ideas regarding this
Ject.

1. Which of the following describes your interest in the
project corridor. Mark afl that apply:

O Business Owner X . Public official

O Property Owner W] Interested citizen
' a Travel route to/from work

O Travel route for other trips

O Work in the project area

Live in the project area

h; yes. how oﬂen do you dnve In the project area?

Once a week
O Once a day
' O One to five times a day
ad More than five times daily
a Rarely

3. Do you ever use Third Street to access the downtown

business area?

Yes O No

. 4. lsthere another route you could use to get to your

“=stination?
a No
' If yes, describe the route
g-leye b ol Stozse
5. Do yof; or any family members ride your bike on Third

Street?
0 eX_ No
If yes, is tprimarily: ..
O Recreational

' -

6. Do you, or any family members walk along Third Street?

QK No

7. What preblems apply to your driving on Third Street?

Yes

Yes

O Commute

Yes

Check all that apply:

=] Delay at signals

Waiting moere than one signal cycle
Lack of right tuming lanes

Access inte driveways

Access from driveways

Bike/pedestrian movements

S e A o padls
east—o ' flew s5FCzse.

Contack Tim Wcstar P.E., ADCT&PF, 2301 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Arasksg?’m phene: 4

NC. 108 P 2

8. Do you even intentionally avoid traveling on Third Street?

y (071l

. As tra volumes lncr%aSe ln%e future cau ng more
congestlon on Third Street, would you still use the corridor?

Yes Maybe

\ﬁl:;at mpro@memod yofhke to see on Thrrd

, Street” What needs fo be done?
Comie CF 5¢ ewall (rmphirens
at_east pnd ﬁ’ia/ec‘/ w4
News Meardaly . ' sl 1/,
— don 'f Gaw_a_seclon mmw

11. In your opinion, what would be the negative effects, if
any, of upgrading Third Street? -~

During construction

After construction (7 € cezd 7%}1/( VidlZi /

12. In your opinion, what arethe benefits you s

upgradjng Third Street? é
Mot S 5]

ex beyond Fr fre 4l
4 Y’“aflj}ézze./?/ Shars a1 2> fﬁé'(é

Listed below are potential issues often associated with urban
transportation improvement prejects. We are interested in
what you think are the highest priorities for Third Street.
Please circle the three most important issues.

§* RECEIVED

iy 182004

Pedesfrian and bicycle
_ Alr quality

Traific noise

Hazardous materials

Right of Way acquisition

Busiress impacts
4=m
Parking s _eMVIRQNMENTAL SECTION
ccess to properties and GUSINESses—

Construction :mpacts
P t
FDJEC mz fz‘%—‘ {WW

c?
easeu e the backside of thi§ quastionnaire for

additional comments you may have, —
(s 5.

Mo, c_,[cg;
?L(%&SB [|'n/ Q— %Qj

wostar@dotstzlc ak_Us
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eSTATE. OF ALASKA
ADVERTISING
ORDER

/- 'SEE BOTTOM FOR INVOICE ADDRESS
STATE OF ALASKA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION&PUBLIC FACILITIES
ENVIRONMENTAL SECTION
2301 PEGER ROAD
FAIRBANKS, AK 99709-5316

INVOICE MUST BE IN TRIPLICATE SHOWING ADVERTISING
ORDER NO., CERTIFIED AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION (PART
2 OF THIS FORM) WITH ATTACHED COPY OF ADVERTISE-

NOIICE | O PUBLISHEH

MENT MUST BE SUBMITTED WITH INVOICE.

ADVERTISING ORDER NO.

AQ- 2524ENV-020

AGENCY CONTACT

DEBORAH TODD

DATEOF AQ

MARCH 30, 2004

PHONE
(907)

451-2237

FAX: (907) 451-5103

IMIN—rowcu O-

[

FAIRBANKS, AK

FAIRBANKS DAILY NEWS-MINER
P. 0. BOX 70710

99707-0710

ATTN; DISPLAY ADVERTISEMENT DEPARTMENT

'DATES ADVERTISEMENT REQUIRED:!

MARCH 31, APRIL 11, AND APRIL 13, 200/

THE MATERIAL BETWEEN THE DOUBLE LINES MUST BE PRINTED IN ITS ENTIRETY
ON THE DATES SHOWN.

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS:

SMALL SIZE DISPLAY AD

O Classified

O Other (Specify):

#’ype of Advertisement: O Legal XA Display

5
i
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PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE
AND
NOTICE OF INTENT
TO BEGIN ENGINEERING AND ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

Notice of Floodplain Involvement E.O. 11988
Notice of Possible Historic Properties Involvement

THIRD STREET WIDENING
Project No. F-M-670(1)/62541

Tuesday, April 13, 2004
From 5:00 to 8:00 p.m
With a presentation from 6:00 to 6:30 p.m.
at Fairbanks North Star Borough Chambers
on 809 Pioneer Road
in Fairbanks, Alaska

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (ADOT&PF), in cooperation
with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), is soliciting comments and information to
upgrade Third Street between Old Steese Highway and Hamilton Avenue and Steese Highway
between the Chena River Bridge and College Road. A new Environmental Assessment (EA)
will be prepared to re-evaluate the original environmental document and evaluate any new
Impacts not addressed in the original document.

Third Street sees a high volume of traffic and it reaches gridlock during peak hours. In the early
1990's, ADOT&PF began planning for widening the roadway. A draft Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) was prepared in 1992, re-evaluated in 1995 and a Record of Decision for the
project was approved and signed on June 6, 1997. In the EIS, ADOT&PF evaluated three
alternatives—one widened the roadway to the north, one widened it to the south, and the third
maintained the existing centerline and widened it on both sides. The South Alternative was
chosen as the preferred alternative.

We are seeking your input. Your participation will help ensure all possible factors are
considered in the EA.

If you are unable to attend the meeting, you can submil your comments by April 27, 2004 in
writing, by fax, or by telephone to: Tim Woster, Design Engineering Manager at (907) 451-2288,
fax (907) 451-5126, email tim_woster@dot state ak us or Linda Heck, Environmental Analyst,
(907) 451-5295, fax (907) 451-5103, email to linda_heck@dot. state.ak us, or in writing to:

2301 Peger Road, Fairbanks, AK 99709. If you require special accommodations in order to
participate in this meeting, please call so that arrangements can be made to assist you. To
correspond by text telephone (TDD), please call (907) 451-2363.



AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
STATE OF ALASKA
FOURTH DISTRICT

}es

Before me, the undersigned, a notary public, this day
personally appeared Shanna Spracklenwho, being
first duly sworn, according to law, says that he/she is an
Advertising Clerk of the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, a
newspaper (i} published in newspaper format, {ii)
distributed daily more than 50 weeks per year, {iii} with
a total circulation of more than 500 and more than 10%
of the population of the Fourth Judicial District, (iv)
holding a second class mailing permit from the United
States Postal Service, (v) not published primarily to
distribute advertising, and (vi) not intended for a
particular professional or occupational group. The
advertisement which is attached is a true copy of the
advertisement published in said paper on the following

day(s):
/3172004

ST OF AK/DEPT TRANS

110

AC—2524 ENRV=UZ0
10448

14269317

and that the rate charged thereon is not excess of the
rate charged private individuals, with the usual

discounts.

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this
MARCH 75 2004

b, bm)

Notary Public in and for the State Alaska.
August 3, 2005
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My commission expires
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Online Public Notice Public Open House & Notice of Intent to Begin
State of Alaska Engineering & Environmental Studies: Third
' Street Widening/62541

Submitted by: Pamela Lord/NR/DOTPF
Date Submitied: 03/30/2004 08:57 AM

l Date Modified:
Ak Admin Journal: [not printed]

l Attachments: No files attached

' Public Open House & Notice of Intent to Begin Engineering & Environmental Studies: Third
Street Widening/62541

l Category: Public Notices Department: Transportation & Public Facilities

Publish Date: 03/30/2004 l.ocation: Fairbanks
Coastal District: N/A

lody of Notice:

otice of Floodplain Involvement E.O. 11988
otice of Possible Historic Properties Involvement

Tuesday, April 13, 2004
rom 5:00 to 8:00 p.m
ith a presentation from 6:00 to 6:30 p.m.
7 1irbanks North Star Borough Chambers
09 Pioneer Road
' Fairbanks, Alaska

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (ADOT&PF), in cooperation with the Federal Highway
dministration (FHWA), is soliciting comments and information to upgrade Third Street between Old Steese Highway and

!ami!tcm Avenue and Steese Highway between the Chena River Bridge and College Road. A new Environmental Assessment
A) will be prepared to re-evaluate the original environmental document and evaluate any new impacts not addressed in the

i:ginal document.
ird Street sees a high volume of traffic and it reaches gridlock during peak hours. In the early 1990's, ADOT&PF began
planning for widening the roadway. A draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) was prepared in 1992, re-evaluated in 1995 and
Record of Decision for the project was approved and signed on June 6, 1997. In the EIS, ADOT&PF evaluated three
!:ernatives: one widened the roadway to the north, one widened it to the south, and the third maintained the existing centerline
d widened it on both sides. The South Alternative was chosen as the preferred alternative.

e are seeking your input. Your participation will help ensure all possible factors are considered in the EA.

If you are unable to attend the meeting, you can submit your comments by April 27, 2004 in writing, by fax, or by telephone to: Tim
ioster, Design Engineering Manager at (907)451-2288, fax (907)451-5126, email tim_woster@dot.state.ak.us or Linda Heck,

nvironmental Analyst,
07)451-5295, fax (907)451-5103, email to linda_heck @dot.state.ak.us, or in writing to: 2301 Peger Road, Fairbanks, AK 99709.

If you require special accommodations in order to participate in this meeting, please call so that arrangements can be made to
tsist you. To correspond by text telephone (TDD), please call (907)451-2363.

evision History:
~0/2004 08:57:31 AM by Pamela Lord/NR/DOTPF/State/Alaska/US
2bClient [Ancn]
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UNWIN SCHEBEN KORYNTA HUETTL, INC ARCHITECTURE e ENGINEERING & LAND SURVEYING e PLANNING

USKH"

A quarter century of design for Alaskans

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL

TO: KAKQ, KIAK (AM/FM), The Edge DATE:  April 5, 2004

104.7
CO: PROJ.: Third Street Widening
DEPT: SUBJ.: PSA
FAX#: 1-907-457-2128 W.O.#: 608900

NO. OF PAGES (including this transmittal): 2

The information in this fax is confidential and proprietary and is intended only for the individual or entity
named on the cover sheet. If you are not the intended recipient, disclosure, copying, distribution or use
of this information is prohibited. If you do not receive all of the pages or have received this fax in error,

| please notify us immediately at (907) 790-2901. «
ORIGINAL:
X  KEPT IN OFFICE
- TO FOLLOW VIA:
T Regular Mail Courier Overnight Service

MESSAGE:

Please run the attached Public Service Announcement through April 13 at 5:00 p.m.

SIGNED Julianne Hanson
Department Juneau
o 2515 A Street, Anchorage, AK 99503 o 1830 Second Avenue, Fairbanks, AK 99701
PHONE: (907) 276-4245 PHONE: (907) 452-2128
FAX: (907) 258-4653 _ FAX: (907) 452-4225
B 3017 Clinton Drive, Suite 201, Juneau, AK 99801 O 809 S. Chugach Street, Suite 1, Palmer, AK 99645

PHONE: (907) 790-2901 PHONE: (907) 746-7815
FAX: (907) 790-3901 FAX: (907) 746-7819



UNWIN SCHEBEN KORYNTA HUETTL, INC ARCHITECTURE e ENGINEERING e LAND SURVEYING e PLANNING

A guarter cenfury of design for Aloskans

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL

TO: KCBF, KFAR, KUWL, KWLF, DATE: April 5, 2004
KXLR
CO: PROJ.: Third Street Widening
DEPT: SUBJ.: PSA
FAX#: 1-907-451-5999 W.O#: 608900

NO. OF PAGES (Including this transmittal): 2

The information in this fax is confidential and proprietary and is intended only for the individual or entity
named on the cover sheet. If you are not the interided recipient, disclosure, copying, distribution or use
of this information is prohibited. If you do not receive all of the pages or have received this fax in error,

please notify us immediately at (907) 790-2901.

ORIGINAL:

X  KEPTIN OFFICE
to TO FOLLOW VIA:
W=, Regular Mail Courier Overnight Service
MESSAGE: o -

Please run the attached Public Service Announcement through April 13 at 5:00 p.m.

SIGNED Julianne Hanson
Department Juneau
O 2515 A Street, Anchorage, AK 99503 O 1830 Second Avenue, Fairbanks, AK 99701
PHONE: (907) 276-4245 PHONE: (907) 452-2128
FAX: (907) 258-4653 FAX: (907) 452-4225
[l 3017 Clinton Drive, Suite 201, Juneau, AK 99801 0 809 S Chugach Street, Suite 1, Palmer, AK 99645
PHONE: (907) 780-2901 PHONE: (907) 746-7815
FAX: (907) 790-3901 FAX: (907) 746-7819

f—— - — - . ladabtad: Cahricam: 49 4NAN0O
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UNWIN SCHEBEN KORYNTA HUETTL, INC

A quarter certury of design for Aloskans

ARCHITECTURE e ENGINEERING o LAND SURVEYING e PLANNING

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL

TO: KUAC Public Radio
CO:

DEPT:

FAX#: 1-907-474-5064

DATE:
PROJ.:
SUBJ.:
W.O.%#:

NO. OF PAGES (Including this transmittal): 2

April 5, 2004

Third Street Widening
PSA

608900

The information in this fax is confidential and proprietary and is intended only for the individual or entity
named on the cover sheet. If you are not the intended recipient, disclosure, copying, distribution or use
of this information is prohibited. If you do not receive all of the pages or have received this fax in error,

please notify us immediately at (907) 790-2901.

' ORIGINAL:
X  KEPT IN OFFICE
el TO FOLLOW VIA:
= Regular Mail
MESSAGE: N«

Courier

Overnight Service

Please run the attached Public Service Announcement through April 13 at 5:00 p.m.

2515 A Street, Anchorage, AK 99503
PHONE: (907) 276-4245
FAX: (907) 258-4653

O

3017 Clinton Drive, Suite 201, Juneau, AK 99801
PHONE: (907) 790-2901
FAX: (907) 790-3901

SIGNED Julianne Hanson
Department Juneau
O 1830 Second Avenue, Fairbanks, AK 99701

LA AARARAL -l lfe For ol e e BV AP M e U VTARA T LT o 4

PHONE: (907) 452-2128
FAX: (907) 452-4225

809 S. Chugach Street, Suite 1, Palmer, AK 89645
PHONE: (907) 746-7815
FAX: (907) 746-7819

sman



UNWIN SCHEBEN KORYNTA HUETTL, INC ARCHITECTURE e ENGINEERING e LAND SURVEYING e PLANNING

USKH

A guarter century of design for Aloskans

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL

TO: KSUA-FM DATE: April 5, 2004
CO: PROJ.: Third Street Widening
DEPT: _ SUBJ.: PSA

b 31y
FAX#: 1-907474%314 W.O.#: 608900

NO. OF PAGES (including this transmittal): 2

The information in this fax is confidential and proprietary and is intended only for the individual or entity
named on the cover sheet. If you are not the intended recipient, disclosure, copying, distribution or use
of this information is prohibited. If you do not receive all of the pages or have received this fax in error,

please notify us immediately at (907) 790-2901.

: ORIGINAL:
X  KEPTIN OFFICE
ry TO FOLLOW VIA:
F Regular Mail Courier Overnight Service
MESSAGE: T -

Please run the attached Public Service Announcement through April 13 at 5:00 p.m.

SIGNED Julianne Hanson
Department Juneau
o 2515 A Street, Anchorage, AK 99503 g 1830 Second Avenue, Fairbanks, AK 99701
PHONE: (907) 276-4245 PHONE: (907) 452-2128
FAX: (907) 258-4653 FAX: (907) 452-4225
Bl 3017 Clinton Drive, Suite 201, Juneau, AK 99801 O 809 8. Chugach Street, Suite 1, Paimer, AK 99645
PHONE: (907) 790-2901 PHONE: (907) 746-7815
FAX: (907) 790-3901 FAX: (907) 746-7819
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PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE

THIRD STREET WIDENING

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities will be holding an Open House
Meeting to solicit comments and information for the upgrade of Third Street between Old Steese
Highway and Hamilton Avenue and Steese Highway between the Chena River Bridge and
College Road. The Open house will be held on Monday, April 13™ at the Fairbanks North Star
Borough Chambers, 809 Pioneer Road from 5 PM to 8 PM.

Your participation will help ensure all possible factors are considered in this project.
If you require special accommodations in order to participate in this meeting, please call Tim

Woster at 451-2288 so that arrangements can be made to assist you. To correspond by text
telephone (TDD), please call (907) 451-2363.



Date
6/8/05

4/27/05
4/13/05
4/12/05
4/4/05
4/4/05
3/29/05
3/23/05
3/18/05
3/17/05
3/8/05
2/11/05
1/31/05
11/16/04
11/16/04
11/1/04
10/25/04
10/08/04
10/08/04
10/08/04
10/08/04
10/08/04
8/2/04
8/2/04
8/2/04
8/2/04
4/21/04
4/21/04

APPENDIX B
AGENCY CORRESPONDENCE
Title Content
DOT&PF Letter to ADEC Petroleum and PCE Soil
Handling Work Plan

DOT&PF Parking Appeal to FNSB
Email from Christy Everett, USACE
Record of Conversation (ROC): ADEC
ROC: ADEC

ROC: Jubilee Worship Center

Email from/to Wayne Elson

ROC: ADEC, Solid Waste

Email from Amy Ash, ADEC

ROC: Kim DeRuyter, ADEC

Email from Doug Simms, FNSB

ROC: Don Young, ADF&G

Email from Alice Edwards, ADEC
Email from Tim Woster

Email from Tim Woster

Letter from SHPO

Email from Jeff Roach

DOT&PF Letter to FHWA

DOT&PF Letter to EPA

DOT&PF Letter to FHWA

DOT&PF Letter to FNSB

DOT&PF Letter to ADEC

FHWA Letter to SHPO

FHWA Letter to Tanana Chiefs Conference
FHWA Letter to Denakkanaaga, Inc
FHWA Letter to Fairbanks Native Association
Email to Max Lyon, FNSB

Email from Tim Woster

Gavora Parking Lot Appeal
Jurisdictional Determination
Gaffney Road Contamination
Gaffney Road Contamination
Public Facility Operations
Hot Spot Analysis Conformity
Contaminated Material Disposal
TMDL’s

PCE Contamination
Floodplain Determination
Project Area Wildlife

Air Quality Maintenance Area
Dale Lewis/Hot Spot Analysis
FTA Conformity Review
Finding of No Adverse Effect
Air Quality (AQ) Conformity
Request for AQ Conformity
Request for AQ Conformity
Request for AQ Conformity
Request for AQ Conformity
Request for AQ Conformity
Consultation Request
Consultation Request
Consultation Request
Consultation Request

AQ

FNSB AQ Concerns



FRANK H MURKOWSK], GOVERNOR

O A A 2301 PEGER ROAD
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99709-5316
TELEPHONE: (907) 451-5295
TDD: (907) 451-2363

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES FAX: (907) 451-5103

EMAIL: linda heck@dot.state ak us
NORTHERN REGION, PRECONSTRUCTION

June 8, 2005

3" Street Widening
Project F-M-670(1)/62541
Petroleum & PCE Soil Handling Work Plan
Mr. Doug Bauer
Contaminated Sites Program
Division of Spill Prevention & Response
State of Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation
610 University Avenue
Fairbanks, AK 99709-3643

Dear Mr. Bauer:

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (ADOT&PF), in cooperation
with the Alaska Division of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), is proposing to widen
3™ Street in Fairbanks, Alaska. ADOT&PF, through environmental studies performed by Golder
Associates, discovered PCE and petroleum soil contamination within the project area. PCE soil
contamination was discovered at 229 3™ Street (formerly The Flower Shop Downtown).
Petroleum soil contamination was discovered at 400 3™ Street (Eagle Plaza Mall Southwest). A
copy of the Golder Associates report, Phase II Environmental Site Assessment 3" Street
Widening, Fairbanks, Alaska, dated May 2005 is enclosed. For your convenience, I've enclosed
copies of the figures from the report illustrating sampling points at the Flower Shop Downtown
(Figure 3) and Eagle Plaza Mall (Figure 4). The enclosed Tables 1 through 4 summarize the
sampling results. ADOT&PF respectfully requests your review and, if appropriate, concurrence
with the soil handling procedures outlined below.

ADOT&PF proposes the following soil handling standards for project work in the above
referenced areas. Based on discussions with your office, we don't expect to encounter soils
contaminated with hazardous levels of petroleum or PCE during this project. Contaminated soils
encountered will be handled in accordance with Alaska Department of Environmental
Conservation (ADEC) and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regulations. We do
not anticipate excavating to the depth of ground water during our excavation activities.

Petroleum and PCE Contaminated Soils:

For petrolenm and PCE contaminated soils encountered during project construction, the
following special provisions will be included in the contract documents for Third Street
Widening Project in Fairbanks, Alaska.

These special provisions will, at a minimum, require the contractor to:

e Assure ADOT&PF that all personnel handling PCE contaminated material have the
appropriate OSHA training per Title 29CFR1910.120.

"Providing for the movement of people and goods, and the delivery of State services.”




Sn

» Provide an ADEC and ADOT&PF approved work plan for handling petroleum and/or PCE
contaminated soils prior to commencement of construction activities. This work plan will

include, at a minimum, the following requirements.

e Provide an ADEC qualified person on site during excavation activities at suspected
contaminated sites to perform field screening, in accordance with standard ADEC testing
procedures, using an organic vapor analyzer (OVA), or equivalent, equipped with a
photoionizing detector (PID), or other ADEC approved field screening instrument.

e Provide a sampling and analysis plan identifying the sampling frequency and describing
the sampling and analysis methods. Analytical samples will be submitted to an ADEC
approved independent laboratory to determine petroleum and/or PCE contaminant
concentrations.

e Provide an ADEC and ADOT&PF approved designated contaminated soils stockpile
area, design and operational plan prior to commencement of construction activities.
Petroleum contaminated soils will be stockpiled separately from PCE contaminated soils.

e Provide detailed contaminated soil handling methods. Loaded truck boxes shall be
covered during transport to stockpile and/or to the approved soil remediation center.

If soil with minimal contamination is encountered, ADOT&PF may consider re-using this
material within the project. If this situation occurs, ADOT&PF will seek ADEC approval for

this activity.

Thank you for your assistance. Please contact Linda Heck, Environmental Analyst, at (907) 451-
5295, or by e-mail to linda_heck@dot.state.ak.us with any questions or comments.

Sincerely,

Tim Woster, P.E.
Engineering Manager

LH/dt

Enclosures: Golder Associates, Phase II Environmental Site Assessment 3" Street Widening,
Fairbanks, Alaska, May 2005
Vicinity map
Tables 1-4-Summary of Chemical Analysis
Figures 3 & 4-Push Probe Locations: Flower Shop Downtown & Eagle

Plaza

cc: Ron Goughnor, USKH, 2515 A St., Anchorage, AK 99503
Linda Heck, Environmental Analyst, ADOT&PF Northern Region
Tim Woster, P.E., Engineering, ADOT&PF, Northern Region
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January 2005 TABLE 1 043-5668
] Summary of Seil Chemical Analysis
. 3" Street Phase I ESA, Fairbanks, AK
SAMPLE IDENTIFICATION AND SAMPLE DATE
' Downtown Flower Shop (229 Third Street)
G04-01 G04-01 G04-02 G04-03
4-6' 14-16' 14-16' 8-10'
STANDARDY |  11/11/04 11/12/04 11/11/04 11/11/04
COMPOUND & METHOD
Volatile Organic Compounds by 80218
' (1g’Kg) (1g/Kg) (ng/Kg) (1g/Ke)
Methylene chloride 65.17 ND (28.9) ND (40.9)
' Tetrachloroethene 30 ND (11) ND (7.26) ND (10.3)
Toluene 55 2871 ND (14) ND (19.8) ND (19.9)
Trichlorofluoromiethane 51 ND (7.26) ND (10.3) ND (10.3)
. Notes:
Me/Kg = concentration in micrograms per kilogram
ND (10) = Not detected at concentrations above Method Detection Limit (MDL) shown in parenthesis
T = Indicates an estimated value that falls below Practical Quantition Limit (PQL), but is greater than the MDL
MTable Bl and B2 of "I8AACTS, Articles 3 and 9, Oil and Other Hazardous Substances Pollution Control”
Regulations as amended through May 26, 2004. "Migration to Groundwater” - Under 40 inch Zone"
. Analytical Labsum 043-5668 Golder Associates Page 1 of 1




Jaruary 2005 TABLE 2 043-5668
Summary of Groundwater Chemical Analysis
3™ Street Phase II ESA, Fairbanks, AK
SAMPLE IDENTIFICATION AND SAMPLE DATE
' The Flower
Shop Eagle Plaza Eagle Plaza Eagle Plaza
Downtown Southeast Southeast Southwest
. G04-01 G04-04 Dup G04-07
STANDARD" |  11/11/04 11/12/04 11/12/04 11/12/04
COMPOUND & METHOD
' Petroleum Hydrocarbons
mg/L mg/L mg/L mg/L mg/L
Gasoline Range Organics by AK10] 1.3 - 001777 0014J 0017
l Diesel Range Organics by AK 102 1.5 - ototy 0.08397J 006387
Residual Range Organics by AK 103 1.1 - 0.138] 01227 0.0638 J
Volatile Organic Compounds by 80218
. (ug/L) (ne/L) (g/L) (e/l) (ueL)
P &M -Xylene ND (0.62) ND (0 62) 1177 ND (0.62)
Trichloroflucromethane 1.64 6.5 6.75 291
Notes:
mg/L. = concentration in milligrams per liter
pg/L = concentration in micrograms per liter
l ND (10) = Not detected at concentrations above Method Detection Limit (MDL) shown in parenthesis
7 = Indicates an estimated value that falls below Practical Quantition Limit (PQL), but is greater than the MDL
()} Table C of "18AACTS, Articles 3 and 9, Oil and Other Hazardous Substances Pollution Control”
. Analytical Labsum 043-5668 Golder Assoclates Page 1 of 1




January 2005 TABLE 3 043-5668
Summary of Soil Chemical Analysis - Eagle Plaza Southeast
' 3" Street Phase Il ESA, Fairbanks, AK
SAMPLE IDENTIFICATION AND SAMPLE DATE
Eagle Plaza Southeast
G04-04 G04-05 Dup G04-06
14-16' 12-14' G04-05 14-16'
STANDARD® |  11/11/04 11/12/04 11/12/04 11/12/04
l COMPOUND & METHOD
Petrolenm Hydrocarbons
mg/Kg mg/Kg mg/Kg mg/Ke mg/Kg
' Residual Range Organics by AK 103 11000 6.65J 3.1873 ND (2.33) 2.76 J
Notes:
mg/Kg = concentration in milligrams per kilogram
' ND (10) = Not detected at concentrations above Method Detection Limit (MDL) shown in parenthesis
T = Indicates an estimated value that falls below Practical Quantition Limit (PQL), but is greater than the MDL
()Table B1 and B2 of "18AAC7S, Articles 3 and 9, 0il and Other Hazardous Substances Pollution Contr ol”
' Regulations as amended through May 26, 2004. "Migration to Groundwater" - Under 40 inch Zone™
l Analytical Labsum 043-5668 Golder Assoicates Page 1 of 1




!

(ACREELE

moa«_UOmmdu JIpJoDH) 8996-¢{( WNSqe] _nomfﬁmé
(o1 AN S61 (s18) AN (¢ aN (11°L) aN ouszuaqfdoig-u
(g'01) AN S8 (sT'8) aN (€1) aN arvan auazuaqiAing-u
(8'61) AN 0929 (Ls1) AN (s an (Le1) aN 00017 susfeyyden
(coD AN £E1 (sr'g) aN (€1 aN aroaN 000427 (susum)) suszuaqjidordosy
(¢01) AN (s1'8) AN (€1 aN (iry) an §'S suazuaqiApd
(91°9) AN (16'9) AN (80°t) AN (15'9) an (95°¢) AN 70°0 SUAZUSH
(con) aN £SS (s1°8) AN (£1) aN (1) aN susnjojAdosdos]-f
(co1) AN 699 (s1°8) AN (€1 aN (11°2) aN 008 ausZuaqoIoYoId-+*1
(€01) AN ovss (sT'8) aN (e anN (11°2) an 00052 auaZUAqIAYIRWHL-S € T
(g01) AN e (s1°8) AN (€1 aNn (1L an 000L 2uazZu2qoIo[YOIg-T 1
(g01) AN 00,07 (s1°8) AN (1) aN rdaN 00256 suazuaqAYWL -4 T 1
B>/21) (3>/31) (@>1/81) (8/31) (&>1/81) (8>1/3M)
gI208 49 spunoduto) oyuvSiQ 110104
(€°LD) aN 0I8¥ r 1ot (v6'1) AN roz 00011 £01 MV 4Aq sowuediQ 23uey [BnpISay
£sLe . (61°7) AN (v6'1) AN (z1'D) aN 0st 701 MV 4q soreSiQ o8uey [osalg
1990 697 (£25°0) AN I 6880 (9s¥°0) AN 00€ 10TV Aq sowed1Q o8uey auljosen
3318w S8 31/8u 331/8m ay/8u 3y /8u
SUOQIDI0JPAR WN3]0413 ]
TOHLAN % ANNOJINOD
PO/TI/TT PO/ZT/TL PO/ZT/TT PO/TT/IT $0/ZT/TL oTIAVANYLS
9171 St II-P1 I-0T 91-¥1
60-r09 60-70D 80-v09 80-v09 LOo"p0D
ISOMYINOS BZB[J 3[aBT
ALVA ATJINVS ANV NOILVOIALLNAAI A TdINVS
YSH 11 @seyd 13348 P i€
SIsAJeuy [edWAY)) 10§ JO Arsmuing
8995-€40 v A19V.L $00Z Arenuer




730 7 oleg $I)RINOSSY PO 8995-€p0 WnsqeT] [BoHAIEIY

,AUOZ Yout gp 13pu(] - I3)eMpunoID) o) uoneIBIN, ‘¥00T ‘9T Kepy y3noyy papuswe se suone[nday
,1013UC)) uoNN{jo4 $20UBISGNS SNOPIEZEH JAYIQ PUE [IO 6 PUE € SARNTY ‘SLOVVSI1, 30 7d Pue 1d 2[qBL ),
TN 24 Uey) 1332218 st 3ng (TOJ) UL UonHuEn) [EOROBI MO[3q S[[E) JY) ANfeA PALLINSI UR SHEIPU = [
sisapualed ut umoys (TIAL FWIT U0 POTISIAl SACGE SUOHERUIIUAD J8 PAJO3IIP 10N = (o1) aN
weaSoyny 3od swerdij[ru ul uoyexUacued = 33y/Bw

1SPON
(£01) AN LTE (S1'8) aN (c1) aN (11°L) aN QuazuaqAIng-112j
(o aN 97¢ (s1°8) AN (e1) AN (11°L) aN suazuaqAIng-0as
(8°61) AN (s aN (s7) aN (e anN 8L ausjAx- W% d
(¢'01) aN (s1°8) AN (e aN (1r°2) aN 8L aus[Ax-0
VS II 2seyd 313308 ,.€
sIsA[euy [edqudy)) [0S Jo Arpwwng
8995-¢10 y AT19VL $00¢ Arenuef




$OJDIDOSSY 19p|0Y

AVD INMYNO w061/l 3LV ZHA'NIALS

T4 699G-€FD'ON LO3M0Ud

MY / ¥ST ONINIQIA LS GYE / MYSH

NMOLNMOQ dOHS 43MOT1d T%

SNOILYD01 380¥4d HSNd -

¢ ainbl4

z00T
“ONI 'S'N dYNO¥EY A8 NINVL AHJYHOOLOHd

$00Z/Z1 /0L G3LVA ‘HASN A8 (3QIAOHd dVW3SVE !

81 AYN NO
IVIMaY {2

SAONIYIAZY

SNOILYDO1 380dd HSNd ¥002 ¥30T09 /0—v09

%

aN3n3a7




53JDID0SSY I8PI0D

NAMVHQA  $O/SHTH 3LVE ZH NId3LS 311 889G-E¥0"ON 1L23rodd

¥/ VS3 ONINIQIM 18 GYE 7 HYSN
\ 74 BLERDLE

SNOILYD01 390Ud HSNd
¢ ainbiy

—— el

zooz ‘8L AYA NO
‘ONI ‘S dVHOMIY AB NINVL AHJWYOOLOHd Wid3v (T

o

400Z/21/0} Q3LYQ ‘HMSN AB Q30IAQHd dYW3SVE (i

S3ONIUALTY
<

SNOLLYJO1 i HS 002 3010 . '
1Y | 380dd HSNd ¥00Z 30102 /0—%09

sHELER




‘ 0570372005 09:
A : 13 FAX 9074515126 D&ES o001

STATE OF ALASKA

' DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES

FRANK H. MURKOWSKIL,
GOVERNOR

2301 PEGER ROAD
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99709-5399

TELEPHONE: (907) 451-5407
TDD: (907)451-2363

NORTHERN REGION, PRECONSTRUCTION . FAX: (907)451-5411
. 1-800475-2464

“ D) April 27, 2005
Fairbanks North Star Borough , /R

Borough Clerk
P. O. Box 71267 :
Fairbanks, AK 99707

Dear Ms. Drexler:

ublic Facilities appeals the Planning Commission’s denial
G1, Graehl Townsite at a hearing held April 19, 2005.
818 in the amount of $275.00 is enclosed.

The Department of Transportation and P
of parking variance V0 12-2005 for Tract
The Notice of Appeal and Field Warrant No. 70432
Please call me at 45 1:5414 if you have any questions.

Sincerely, |

Qe it —

o SR R A Kathleen D;icldn'son
r e e s e e — NJpootiatiors SUPEIVISOr——- —-- v mm o e mm s
. ' Northern Rggion Right of Way

. Enclosures as stated )

cc: Gavora, Inc.
' PO Box 70021
Fairbanks, AK 99707

st-it® F =
t Fax Note 7671 Date —/,27,,- Fj*aggsb e

o i ol i M Zi a0 o
Co./Dept.

w54 e Co. o) a;“_:‘/’ =
Phone #

one # g
2 ¥y7~7500 S R

ax ‘
e = F - =
58 - 03¢0 | e~ b

delivery of statz services

Providing for the movement of people and goods and the




'05/03/_2005 09:13 FAX 9074515126 D&ES .
. \ [d1o02
]:"

s - r

NOTICE OFAPPEAL .

State of Alaska, Department of Transportation &' Pub

Print Name ;

1ic Facilities, ROW

2301 Peger Rd. MS 2553 i

—_———
]

Mailing Address

Residence Address
FTairbanks, AK 99709

City, State, Zip Code
n detailed and specific allegations

FNSB Code 18.54.070 (C)(1) states that the Appeal must contai
erlclose additional shests.

of error. Please present those allegations. If you need you may

*SEE ATTACHED*

L

Signature
worddocsfboalnotapp.doc

- e am
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NOTICE OF APPEAL

The State of Alaska, Department of Transportation and Publid Facilities, 2301 Peger
Road, Fairbanks, AK 99709 appeals the denial of 'V012-2005! (parking variance for Tract
G1 Grachl — Gavora Mall) by the Fajrbanks North Star Borough Planning Commission

on April 19, 2005.

ant to FNSB Code 18.54.070 (C)(1) the specific allegations of error are that the

Pursu
Conclusions were unsupported by evidence.

Commission’s Findings and
Il The Department of Transportation and Public Facilitiés presented a variance
request which conforms to the intent and purpose of Title 18, to other ordinances

and Alaska Statutes.

The Department of Transportation and Public Facilitiés presented a Parking Study

which conforms to the intent and purpose of Title 18.

3. The Planning Commission can not support its Findings of Fact that approval of

the variance will jeopardize public health, safety or welfare.

N -
’ G B G B B A W .
N




lnird Street/Steese Highway Upgrade

Page 1 of 2

liulianne Hanson

From: Everett, Christy A POA [Christy.A.Everett @poa02.usace.army.mil]

Wednesday, April 13, 2005 10:03 AM
Julianne Hanson

'Subject: RE: [Fwd: Third Street/Steese Highway Upgrade]

Ms. Hanson:

1
"

ank you for the additional information on this project provided by your email and subseqgue
'ore is no work proposed below ordinary high water of the Chena River or Noyes Slough, or
pear at this time that the project would require authorization from the Corps of Engineers. If you would like a formal written
termination, you may submit a map and brief description of the project to our office with the attached form

anks again,

nt telephone conversation. Since
in other waters of the US, it does not

iwristy Everett

————— Original Message-----
From: Julianne Hanson [mailto:JHanson@uskh.com]
Sent: Thursday, March 31, 2005 8:19 AM

To: Everett, Christy A POA
Cc: tim_woster@dot.state.ak.us; linda_heck@dot.state.ak.us; Ron Goughnour; Jeffrey Raun

Subject: FW: [Fwd: Third Street/Steese Highway Upgrade]

Ms Everett:
The purpose of this email is to:

Obtain your concurrence that none of the work proposed by the DOT&PF will require U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers authorization
. Inform you of the status of the 3™ Street Widening project in Fairbanks, Alaska

Since we last corresponded almost a year ago, altematives to address the capacity and safety deficiencies of 3 street
have been further refined. Currently two alternatives are under consideration. One would widen 3 Street to the north
and the other would widen it to the south. Neither alternative requires work below ordinary high water on the Chena
River, either for drainage structures or for widening the Chena River Bridge.

First, existing outfall locations into Noyes Slough on the west end of the project corridor and the Chena River on the South
end of the corridor would be maintained. DOT&PF will use mechanical separators (storm ceptors) to treat stormwater
before discharge into Noyes Slough and the Chena River. Second, the project does not include work on the Chena River

Bridge.

The DOT&PF is planning on advertising the availability of the draft Environmental Assessment (EA) in May for both public
and agency comment. DOT&PF also intends to hold a public meeting for the project in mid May.

| look forward to hearing back from you to obtain your concurrence that none of the work proposed by the DOT&PF will
require U.S. Army Corps of Engineers authorization. If you have any questions or need more information please don't

hesitate to give me a call.

Julianne Hanson
USKH, Inc.
p. (907) 790-2901

————— Original Message-----

From: Linda Heck [mailto:linda_heck@dot.state.ak.us]
Sent: Monday, April 12, 2004 1:03 PM

To: Timothy J Woster; Ron Goughnour; Julianne Hanson



'hird Street/Steese Highway Upgrade Page 2 of 2

Subject: [Fwd: Third Street/Steese Highway Upgrade]

-------- Original Message --------
Subject:Third Street/Steese Highway Upgrade
Date:Mon, 12 Apr 2004 13:38:32 -0700
From:Everett, Christy A POA02 <Christy.A.Everett@poa02.usace.army.mil>
To:linda heck@dot.state.ak.us’ <linda _heck @dot.state.ak.us>

Linda,

Thank you for your invitation to the scoping meeting for the above project on April 131, 2004. Unfortunately, no one for
the Alaska District Corps of Engineers Regulatory Branch will be available to attend. However, based on the information
provided, the portions of the project that seem to have the greatest potential to require authorization from our office would
include any work below ordinary high water on the Chena River, either for stormwater drainage structures or for widening
of the Steese Highway Bridge. This is a very preliminary assessment, and of course, more information would be

necessary to complete a more thorough jurisdictional determination.
| look forward to working with you as the design progresses.

Christy Everett

Fairbanks Field Office Manager

474-2166

%**********************************k************************************

This electronic communication (including all attachments) is intended
only for the named addressee(s) and may contain confidential

information. It has not passed through our standard review process.
Design data and recommendations included herein are provided as a matter
of convenience and should not be used for final design. RELY ONLY ON
THE FINAL HARDCOPY MATERIALS BEARING THE CONSULTANT'S ORIGINAL SIGNATURE
AND SEAL. If you are not the named addressee(s), any use, dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication is prohibited. If you
have received this communication in error, please notify the sender by

return e-mail and delete the original communication from your system. (JNU)
***************i******k*********k******************k*********************




l ISKH WO#: 608900
Project: 3" Street Widening

Date: 4/12/05 Time: 10:45 am Phone#:  907-451-5175

Talked To:  Larry Johnson, DEC Project Manager

By: Jeff Raun

SUBJECT: Gaffney/3™ Street Comparison

Larry Johnson left a voicemail message answering additional questions | asked via e-mail last week:

There is no simple comparison between contamination at Gaffney and 3™ Street. There are at least two dry
cleaners in the Gaffney area that are likely contributors, but any number of other point sources (i.e. service
stations) may have contributed to contamination. The Gaffney file is open for review as public record in

Fairbanks.

ACTION REQUIRED:
Type text here.

Page 1 of 1

RECORD OF CONVERSATION / MEMO TO FILE

1:\608900\Environmenta\EA\Appendices\ROC_Larry Johnson DEC_4_12_05.doc




WO#: 608900
Project: 3™ Street

USKH

Date: 4/4/05 Time: 4:10 pm Phone#:  907-451-5175

Talked To:  Larry Johnson, ADEC Fairbanks

By: Jeff Raun

SUBJECT: Gaffney Road Area-Wide GW Investigation

Gaffney contamination carried into GW. GW contamination from PCE is unknown at Flower Shop. Some
comparisons may be made. Flower Shop is a historic spill, like Gaffney, with fewer potential contamination
point sources in business for less time, so lower contamination levels are expected. Gaffney GW

contamination at the head of the plume is approximately 1.85 mg/L.

L

ACTION REQUIRED:
Type text here.

=

Page 1 of 1

RECORD OF CONVERSATION / MEMO TO FILE

1-\608900\Environmenta\EAVAppendices\ROC_Larry Johnson DEC_4_4_05doc




USKH

WO#: 608900

Project: 3™ Street Widening

Date: 4/4/05

Time:

12:35 pm Phone #:

907-452-7031

Talked To:  Rochelle Markle, Jubilee Worship Center

By: Jeff Raun

SUBJECT: Public Facility Component of Worship Center

Jubilee Worship Center stopped allowing outside groups to use church facilities a little over one year ago
because of associated clean-up costs.

ACTION REQUIRED:
Type text here.

Page 1 of 1

RECORD OF CONVERSATION / MEMO TO FILE

1:\608900\EnvironmentahEA\Appendices\ROC_Jubilee Worship Center_4_4 05 doc




'Ju[ianne Hanson

Page 1 of 2

From: Ron Goughnour
' Sent: Wednesday, March 30, 2005 8:19 AM
" To: Julianne Hanson; Jeffrey Raun
lSubject: FW: [Fwd: Draft Conformity Document, 3rd Street Widening, Fairbanks, Alaska]

FYI

.—--Original Message-----
From: Elson.Wayne@epamail.epa.gov [mailto:Elson.Wayne@epamail.epa.gov]

nt: Tuesday, March 29, 2005 11:05 PM
: tim_woster@dot.state.ak.us
ubject: Re: [Fwd: Draft Conformity Document, 3rd Street Widening, Fairbanks, Alaskal

lhave reviewed the revisions to the hot spot analysis and find it acceptable. -Wayne Elson, EPA
-----Tim Woster <tim_woster@dot.state.ak.us> wrote: -----

.o: Wayne Elson/R10/USEPA/US@EPA
From: Tim Woster <tim_woster@dot.state.ak.us>

ate: 03/29/2005 03:48PM
ubject: [Fwd: Draft Conformity Document, 3rd Street Widening, Fairbanks, Alaska]

Mr . Elson,

ve you had time to review the attached document for the 3rd Street
Widening project in Fairbanks, Alaska? This document was originally

nt to you on 3/22/05.
Eease let me know if the original analysis and this additional document
are adequate to document conformity with air quality requirements for
is project. If you need additional information or documentation,
rease let me kn
Tim Woster

sign Manager
aska DOT&PF

07)451-2288

--- Message from Tim Woster <tim_woster @ dot state.ak.us> on Tue, 22 Mar 2005 16:04:26 -0900



To: Elson.Wayne@epamail.epa.gov
cc: Linda Heck <linda_heck@dot.state.ak.us>
.ubject: Draft Conformity Document, 3rd Street Widening, Fairbanks,

Elson,
e attached file is a draft of a conformity document that our

consultant has prepared to address air gquality conformity for our 3rd

street Widening project in Fairbanks. Their intenticon is te attach this
cument to the front of the analysis that we submitted pre

‘ocument includes a table that shows the change in CO concentrations
at results from revising the background concentration as you

suggested.

Please review this document and let me know if you think it is adequate
meet conformity requirements for this project. If you need any
ditional information or documentation, please let me know .
m Woster

Design Manager

aska DOT&PF

|
i
U
i
|
i
i
i
[
|

Page 2 of 2

Alaska



WO#: 608900
Project: 3™ Street Widening

USKH

Date: 3/23/05 Time: 8:45 am Phone #: 907-451-2360

Talked To:  Doug Buteyn, DEC Solid Waste Dept. in FBX

By: Jeff Raun

SUBJECT: Asbestos Handling Measures

Building Survey

Abate Building

Borough Landfill o.k. for disposal if material does not test out as hazardous

See DEC pamphlet “How to Dispose of Wastes from Building Demolition, Renovation and

Construction Projects” (DEC Website).

oA boES

ACTION REQUIRED:
Type text here.

Page 1 of 1

RECORD OF CONVERSATION / MEMO TO FILE

11\608900\E nvironmenta\EA\Appendices\ROC_DEGC Solid Waste FBX_3_23_05doc




Jeffrey Raun

From: Ash, Amy [Amy_Ash@dec.state.ak.us]
Sent: Friday, March 18, 2005 12:02 PM

To: Jeffrey Raun

Subject: RE: Chena River/Noyes Slough TMDL's

Jeff, these TMDL's have not even been jnitiated yet, and will not likely be
completed this year, or, even next. We need to do some verification
sampling to see if what the Chena is listed for is actually the problems,
and if more parameters need to be added or deleted. Right now, it is listed
for sediments, hydrocarbons, petroleum, oil and grease products. Data
supporting any of that is over 15 years old.

Effectively, there is no TMDL in place.

BMP's undexr SWPP's, or other guidance, should be sufficient at this tile for
projects.

Hope this helps! Amy

————— Original Message———--—

From: Jeffrey Raun

To: Ash, Amy

Sent: 3/18/05 10:52 AM

Subject: Chena River/Noyes Slough TMDL's

Amy:

I spoke with you about a week ago regarding the MS4 status for
Fairbanks. Thank you for your assistance with that issue. If you don't
mind, I have another question! My research indicates that TMDL work for
the Chena and Noyes Slough is supposed to be completed in 2005. Has
this work been completed yet, and if so what are the TMDL's?

Thanks and best wishes,
Jeff Raun
Environmental Intern
USKH, Inc.

907-257-7517
jraun@uskh.com




USKH

Project: 3" Street Widening

3/17/05 10:00AM Phone #: 451-2752

Date:
Talked To:  Kim DeRuyter @ DEC

By: Julianne Hanson

SUBJECT:

DEC has records of PCE hits west of the Downtown Floral Shop. DEC wants to find out where it is
coming from.

Normally, DEC just requires the contaminated material to be excavated, trucked to OIT in North Pole
and burned.

Doug Bauer or Bower will likely be the PM for DEC on this job.

DEC wants to see our Phase Il report. DEC understands that DOT&PF is evaluating alternatives
right now and may want to avoid this property. DEC needs to open a file and assign a PM anyway.

PCE contamination has help up construction projects in the past as DEC tries to locate the
“Responsible Party” and make them pay for clean-up.

ACTION REQUIRED:
Type text here.

Documenti1

Page 1 of 1

RECORD OF CONVERSATION / MEMO TO FILE

es\OLKA\ROC for Kim DeRuyter1.doc

C:\Documents and Settings\jraun\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Fil




From: Jeffrey Raun
Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2005 11:28 AM
To: Julianne Hanson

Subject:  FW: 3rd Street and Bridge

#2005-2
Bridges.doc
FYI

-----Original Message-----

e DotG ST mAlto s Geo anbanKke akius ik
Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2005 11:29 AM
To: Jeffrey Raun

Subject: 3™ Street and Bridge

Jeff....There is no impact on the 100 year floodplain as a result of the ADOT 3" Street Widening
Project. A resolution adopted yesterday by the Riverfront Commission regarding the Bamette

Street bridge should be attached.

If | can be of further assistance, please call at 907.459.1260
Regards, Doug

<<#2005-2 Bridges.doc>>



l ISKH WO#: 608900
Project: 3" Street Improvement Project

Date: 2/11/05 Time: 2:00 pm Phone #: 907-459-7233

Talked To:  Don Young, regional biologist

By: Jeff Raun

SUBJECT: Wildlife Resources

Don Young confirmed there are no wildlife resources of concern within the project area. Mr. Young explained the normal
process for obtaining comments from ADF&G regarding wildlife impacts.

ACTION REQUIRED:
Type text here.

Page 1 of 1

RECORD OF CONVERSATION / MEMO TO FILE

1\608900\Environmenta\EA\Appendices\Record of Conversation 2_11_05 ADF&G doc



Jeffrey Raun

From: Edwards, Alice [Alice_Edwards@dec.state.ak.us]
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2005 10:47 AM

To: Jeffrey Raun

Cc: Edwards, Alice

Subject: RE: Fairbanks CO Non-Attainment Area

EPA reclassifed Fairbanks to a CO maintenance area last September.

know if you need any details.

Alice Edwarxds
Section Manager

Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation
Air NonPoint & Mobile Source Program

410 Willoughby Ave, Suite 303

Juneau, AK 99801-1795

phone: (907) 465-5109
fax: (907) 465-5129
email: alice edwards@dec.state.ak.us

————— Original Message—--—-

From: Jeffrey Raun [mailto:jraun@uskh.com]
Sent: Thursday, January 27, 2005 2:46 PM
To: Edwards, Alice

Subject: Fairbanks CO Non-Attainment Area

Hi Alice,

Let me

I am working on an environmental assessment for a road project within the
Fairbanks CO Non-Attainment area (3rd Street between Old Steese and Hamilton
Avénue). It is my understanding that the state has submitted a maintenance
plan to EPA for approval, but approval has not been granted, and the area
remains a CO Serious Nonattainment area. Is my understanding correct?

Thanks for your assistance,
Jeff Raun

Environmental Intern

USKH, INC.

907-257-7517



From: Ron Goughnour
Sent: Tuesday, November 16, 2004 2:30 PM
To: Julianne Hanson; Linda Smith

Subject: FW: FHWA Review of Air Quality Analysis

FYI
----- Original Message-----

R TSRS eSS ot STat e AR TS T R

Ll

Sent:

Monday, November 15, 2004 3:09 PM
To: Ron Goughnour :
Cc: Linda Heck

Subject: FHWA Review of Air Quality Analysis

Ron,

| am going to fax to you a copy of a telephone log of a conversation | had with Dale Lewis of
FHWA.

Dale has recently been assigned the responsibility of reviewing Hot Spot Analyses for Air Quality.
We did not send Dale a copy of the report when we began coordinating the review for Air Quality

Conformity.

| spoke with Dale today, and asked him if he would like us to send him a copy of the report for his
review and comment. Dale said that he was aware of our analysis and that we had been
coordinating with Edrie Vincent and with Jeff Houk in Denver. He was also aware that Edrie had
sent us an email saying that FHWA would have no comment on the report.

Dale said that he had seen the copy of the report that we had sent to Edrie, and he would have
no comment beyond the email that Edrie sent us.

| will fax a copy of the telephone log to you this afternoon.

Tim



THEnSena
Ron Goughnour

Tuesday, November 16, 2004 2:30 PM
Julianne Hanson; Linda Smith

FW: FTA Conformity Review

il

-----Original Message-----

[Froms; IO STer [maitoinmwoster@dotstate.akeus|
Sent: Tuesday, November 16, 2004 2:30 PM

To: Ron Goughnour; Linda Heck
Subject: FTA Conformity Review

Linda and Ron,

Jennifer Bowman from FTA returned my call, regarding FTA participation in Conformity Review
for Air Quality. | told her that Barbara Shepard (DEC) had suggested that FTA is involved in
developing a Finding of Conformity for air quality.

Jennifer told me that FTA is routinely involved in Conformity Review at the Planning and TIP
level. They are not normally involved at the project level unless there is a Transit link or if FTA
funds are involved in the project. She said that for 3" Street Widening, FTA would have nothing
to contribute that is not provided by FHWA and EPA review. She suggested that it is a good idea
to contact FTA to ask about their involvement, but for many projects, including 3™ Street
Widening, FTA would decline to participate. In that case, she said that a phone log of the
telephone conversation would be adequate documentation of coordination.

I've prepared a telephone log of the conversation and sent copies to each of you.

Tim
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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES f; 550 W. 7th Ave, SUITE 1310
/ ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501-3565

DIVISION OF PARKS AND OUTDOOR RECREATION  / PHONE: (907) 269-8721

OFFICE OF HISTORY AND ARCHAEOLOGY / FAX:  (907) 269-8908
November 1, 2004
File No.: 3130-1R FHWA A _
3130-2R DOT RECEIVED |
3330-6N FAI-1594 through FAI-1601 j
SUBJECT:  Third Street Widening, Fairbanks, Alaska T v 2 2004
Edrie Vinson ENVIRONMENTAL SECTION

Environmental Project Manager
Federal Highway Administration
Alaska Division

P. 0. Box 21648

Juneau, AK 99802

Dear Ms. Vinson,

The Alaska State Historic Preservation Office has reviewed your letter and attached report 3 Street
Widening Fairbanks, Alaska, Project No. F-M-0670(1 )/62541: Historic Resources Evaluation Phase
[II/Final Report (received September 27, 2004) for potential conflicts with cultural resources under
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. We concur with your determination that the
following properties are not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places:

Award Makers (FAJ-1594)

House of Tabs (FAI-1595)

Dog Daze Grooming (FAI-1596)
Gavora Mall (FAI-1597)

Trademark on Third (FAI-1598)
Assembly of God (FAI-1599)
Recollections Antique Shop (FAI-1600)
Jorgensen Residence (FAI-1601)

YVVVYYVYYYY

We also concur that no historic properties will be affected by this project. Please contact Stefanie Ludwig
at 269-8720 if you have any questions or if we can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

JOM/’(MW\,

Judith E. Bittner
State Historic Preservation Officer

.

JEB:sll
Cc: Bruce Campbell, Environmental Analyst, DOT & PF, Northern Region




[Fwd: 31d Street Widening AQ Conformity]

Subject: [Fwd: 3rd Street Widening AQ Conformity]
From: Joe Keeney <joe_keeney@dot.state.ak.us>
Date: Fri, 29 Oct 2004 08:48:59 -0800

To: Linda Heck <linda_heck@dot.state.ak.us>

Linda,
FYT

JK

Subject: 3rd Street Widening AQ Conformity

From: Jeff Roach <jeff roach@dot.state.ak.us>

Date: Mon, 25 Oct 2004 15:26:26 -0800

To: Joseph H Keeney JR <joe_keeney@dot.state.ak.us>
CC: Ethan N Birkholz <ethan_birkholz@dot.state.ak.us>

Joe,

is for the 3rd Street Widening

Upon reviewing the Air Quality Analys
I recommend a change on the

project the document is acceptable.
second

e introduction under Existing Air Quality indicating that

page of th
the
Fairbanks AQ maintenance plan was approved on 27 September, 2004.
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STATE O ALASKA

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES

FRANK H. MURKOWSKI, GOVERNO}

2301 PEGER ROAD
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99709-5316

NORTHERN REGION, PRECONSTRUCTION TELEPHONE: (907) 451-5295
IDD: (907)451-2363

FAX: (907)451-5103
EMail: linda_heck@dot state ak us

October 8, 2004

Re: 3" Street Widening
Project No. F-M-670(1)/62541
Air Quality Conformity
Consultation and
Request for Finding of Conformity

Mr. Peter Serrano

Air Quality Division

Federal Highway Administration
P. O. Box 21648

Junean, AK 99802-1648

Dear Mr. Serrano:

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (ADOT&PF), in
cooperation with the Alaska Division of the Federal Highways Administration (FHWA),
is proposing to widen 3% Street between Old Steese Highway and Hamilton Avenue, in
Fairbanks, Alaska, to increase capacity and improve safety. This project is located near
Fairbanks’ city center as shown on the enclosed Location and Vicinity Map (Figure 1).

Pursuant to 18 AAC 50.700 — 50.735 and 40 CFR Part 51, Subpart T, and Part 93,
Subpart A, State and Federal air quality conformity regulations, we request a Finding of
Conformity based on the enclosed quantitative analysis.

We would like to advertise the analysis for public comment by October 25, 2004. Please
inform us prior to October 25, 2004, if you feel this document is not appropriate for

public review and comment.

3" Street currently has one eastbound and one westbound lane with a combination of
either a center-two-way left-turn-lane or striped left turn pockets. The proposed project
will widen 3" Street from the Old Steese Highway to Eagle Avenue, providing two
eastbound lanes and two westbound lanes with protected left turn pockets. 3" Street will
then taper down to match the existing three lane street section of Hamilton Avenue. At
the intersection of the Steese Expressway and 3'Y Street, dual left turn lanes will be
provided on the eastbound prism and on the Steese Highway.

"Providing for the movement of people and goods, and the delivery of State services.”
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Project No. F-M-670(1)/62541

This will require improvements to the Steese Expressway from College Road to just short
of the Chena River Bridge to accommodate lane-tapering requirements (4ir Quality
Analysis, 3™ Street Widening Project, Fairbanks, Alaska, June 2004, Figure 1).

CH2M HILL was hired to perform the air quality analysis for this project. Vehicle
emissions were estimated using the EPA-approved MOBILE6 model (U.S. EPA
Version 2.0 dated October 21, 2002). Their results are presented in the enclosed report,
Air Quality Analysis, 3" Street Widening Project, Fairbanks, Alaska, June 2004. Since
the date of the report, Fairbanks has been designated a Carbon Monoxide Maintenance

Area (effective 9/27/04).

The results of this analysis are tabbed for your convenience and state: “The build and no-
build scenarios for each year have predicted maximum 1-hour concentrations below the

CO (Carbon Monoxide) 1-hour NAAQS (National Ambient Air Quality Standard) of
35 ppm. Likewise, the modeled 8-hour concentrations are below the 8-hour CO NAAQS

of 9 ppm. Therefore the project would not result in violations of these standards. The
project is determined to conform with the purpose of the current SIP (State
Implementation Plan) and the requirements of the Clean Air Act.”

The analysis further indicates the proposed project may improve air quality in the vicinity
of the project as follows (excerpted from Table 5):

Maximum CO Concentrations (ppm)
Scenario 1-Hour Concentrations (ppm) | 8-Hour Concentrations
- ‘ (ppm) _
2005 No Build 11.9 8.3
2005 Build 9.9 6.9
2025 No Build 8.1 ' 5.7
2025 Build 6.7 4.7

This project is included in the 2004-2006 State Transportation Implementation Plan
(STIP), approved by the FHWA and the FTA (Federal Transit Administration) December
19, 2003. This approval notes a conformity analysis was completed for the Fairbanks
area and the programmed projects are in conformity.

L]
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Project No. F-M-670(1)/62541

If you have questions or comments related to this proposed project, please contact
Linda Heck, Environmental Analyst, at the above listed information, or Tim Woster,
P.E., Engineering Manager, at (907) 451-2288 or e-mail tim_woster@dot. state.ak us..

Sincerely,

/
oy C Lyl
Jor David T. Bloom, P.E.

Preconstruction Engineer

LH/dt

Enclosures:  Figure 1-Location and Vicinity Map
Air Quality Analysis-3rd Street Widening Project, Fbks., AK, June 2004

Distribution:

Wayne Elson, U.S. EPA, Region 10, 1200 Sixth Ave., Seattle, WA 98101

Joan Hardesty, Air Quality, ADEC, 610 University Ave., Fbks., AK 99709

Jeff Houk, Resource Center, FHWA, 12300 W. Dakota Ave., Ste. 175, Lakewood CO
Max Lyon, Transportation Director, FNSB, 3175 Peger Rd., Fbks., AK 99709

Jeff Roach, ADOT&PF Planning, 2301 Peger Rd., Fairbanks, AK 99709

Peter Serrano, Air Quality, FHWA, P.O. Box 21648, Juneau, AK 99802-1648
Barbara Shepherd, Air Quality, ADEC, 410 Willoughby Ave., Suite 303, Juneau, AK

99801
cc: Edward DeCleva, Northern Region Liaison, FHWA, P.O. Box 21648, Juneau, AK

99802
Edrie Vinson, Environmental Project Manager, FHWA, P.O. Box 21648, Juneau, AK
99802-1648
, AK 99709

Tim Woster, P.E., Engineering Manager, DOT&PF, 2301 Peger Rd., Fbks.
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STATE OF ALASKA

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES

FRANK H. MURKOWSKI, GOVERNI

2301 PEGER ROAD
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99709-5316

NORTHERN REGION, PRECONSTRUCTION TELEPHONE: (907) 451-5295
1DD: (907) 451-2363

FAX: (907)451-5103
EMail: linda_heck@dot state.ak.us

October 8, 2004

Re: 3™ Street Widening
Project No. F-M-670(1)/62541
Air Quality Conformity
Consultation and
Request for Finding of Conformity

Mr. Wayne Elson
U.S. EPA-Region 10
1200 Sixth Avenue
Seattle, WA 98101

Dear Mr. Elson:

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (ADOT&PF), in
cooperation with the Alaska Division of the Federal Highways Administration (FHWA),
is proposing to widen 3™ Street between Old Steese Highway and Hamilton Avenue, in
Fairbanks, Alaska, to increase capacity and improve safety. This project is located near
Fairbanks’ city center as shown on the enclosed Location and Vicinity Map (Figure 1).

Pursuant to 18 AAC 50.700 — 50.735 and 40 CFR Part 51, Subpart T, and Part 93,
Subpart A, State and Federal air quality conformity regulations, we request a Finding of
Conformity based on the enclosed quantitative analysis.

We would like to advertise the analysis for public comment by October 25,2004. Please
inform us prior to October 25, 2004, if you feel this document is not appropriate for

public review and comment.

3% Street currently has one eastbound and one westbound lane with a cormbination of
cither a center-two-way left-turn-lane or striped left tum pockets. The proposed project
will widen 3" Street from the Old Steese Highway to Eagle Avenue, providing two
eastbound lanes and two westbound lanes with protected lefi turn pockets. 3" Street will
then taper down to match the existing three lane street section of Hamilton Avenue. At
the intersection of the Steese Expressway and 3" Street, dual left turn lanes will be
provided on the eastbound prism and on the Steese Highway.

"Providing for the movement of people and goods, and the delivery of State services. ¥
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Project No. F-M-670(1)/62541

ments to the Steese Expressway from College Road to just short
ane-tapering requirements (A#r Quality
ks, Alaska, June 2004, Figure 1).

This will require improve
of the Chena River Bridge to accommodate ]
Analysis, 3" Street Widening Project, Fairban

CH2M HILL was hired to perform the air quality analysis for this project. Vehicle
emissions were estimated using the EPA-approved MOBILE® model (U.S. EPA
Version 2.0 dated October 21, 2002). Their results are presented in the enclosed report,
Air Quality Analysis, 374 Siroer Widening Project, Fairbanks, Alaska, June 2004. Since
the date of the report, Fairbanks has been designated a Carbon Monoxide Maintenance

Area (effective 9/27/04).

The results of this analysis are tabbed for your convenience and state: “The build and no-
build scenarios for each year have predicted maximum 1-hour concentrations below the

CO (Carbon Monoxide) 1-hour NAAQS (National Ambient Air Quality Standard) of
35 ppm. Likewise, the modeled 8-hour concentrations are below the 8-hour CONAAQS

of 9 ppm. Therefore the project would not result in violations of these standards. The
project is determined to conform with the purpose of the current SIP (State
Implementation Plan) and the requirements of the Clean Air Act.”

The analysis further indicates the proposed project may improve air quality in the vicinity
of the project as follows (excerpted from Table 5):

Maximum CO Concentrations (ppm)

Scenario 1-Hour Concentrations (ppm) 8-Hour Concentrations :
(ppm)
2005 No Build 11.9 .
2005 Build 9.9 6.9
2025 No Build 8.1 5.
2025 Build 6.7 4.7

6 State Transportation Implementation Plan
FTA (Federal Transit Administration) December
ty analysis was completed for the Fairbanks

This project is included in the 2004-200
(STIP), approved by the FHWA and the
19, 2003. This approval notes a conformi
area and the programmed projects are in conformity.
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Project No. F-M-670(1)/62541

If you have questions or comments related to this proposed project, please contact
Linda Heck, Environmental Analyst, at the above listed information, or Tim Woster,
P.E., Engineering Manager, at (907) 451-2288 or e-mail tim_woster@dot state.ak.us..

Sincerely,

C o, /4.,,3_

Joseph H. Keeney, P.E.
Preliminary Design & Environmental Chief

LH/dt

Enclosures:  Figure 1-Location and Vicinity Map
Air Quality Analysis-3rd Street Widening Project, Fbks., AK, June 2004

Distribution:

Wayne Elson, U.S. EPA, Region 10, 1200 Sixth Ave., Seattle, WA 98101

Joan Hardesty, Air Quality, ADEC, 610 University Ave., Fbks., AK 99709

Jeff Houk, Resource Center, FHWA, 12300 W. Dakota Ave., Ste. 175, Lakewood CO
Max Lyon, Transportation Director, FNSB, 3175 Peger Rd., Fbks., AK 99709

Jeff Roach, ADOT&PF Planning, 2301 Peger Rd., Fairbanks, AK 99709

Peter Serrano, Air Quality, FHWA, P.O. Box 21648, Juneau, AK 99802-1648
Barbara Shepherd, Air Quality, ADEC, 410 Willoughby Ave., Suite 303, Juneau, AK

99801

cc: Edward DeCleva, Northern Region Liaison, FHWA, P.O. Box 21648, Juneau, AK
99802
Edrie Vinson, Environmental Project Manager, FH

99802-1648
Tim Woster, P.E., Engineering Manager, DOT&PF, 2301 Peger Rd., Fbks., AK 99709

WA, P.O. Box 21648, Juneau, AK




STATE OF ALASKA | oo

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES

2301 PEGER ROAD
FATRBANKS, ALASKA 99709-5316
TELEPHONE: (907) 451-5295

TDD: (907) 451-2363
FAX: (907)451-5103

EMail: linda_heck@dot state.ak us

NORTHERN REGION, PRECONSTRUCTION

October 8, 2004

Re: 3™ Street Widening
Project No. F-M-670(1)/62541
Air Quality Conformity
Consultation and
Request for Finding of Conformity

Mr. Jeff Houk

Resource Center

Federal Highway Administration
12300 W. Dakota Avenue, Suite 175
Lakewood, CO 80228

Dear Mr. Houk:

ion and Public Facilities (ADOT&PF), in
cooperation with the Alaska Division of the Federal Highways Administration (FHWA),
is proposing to widen 3" Street between Old Steese Highway and Hamilton Avenue, in
Fairbanks, Alaska, to increase capacity and improve safety. This project is located near
Fairbanks’ city center as shown on the enclosed Location and Vicinity Map (Figure 1).

The Alaska Department of Transportat

Pursuant to 18 AAC 50.700 — 50.735 and 40 CFR Part 51, Subpart T, and Part 93,
Subpart A, State and Federal air quality conformity regulations, we request a Finding of

Conformity based on the enclosed quantitative analysis.

public comment by October 25,2004, Please

We would like to advertise the analysis for
feel this document is not appropriate for

inform us prior to October 25, 2004, if you
public review and comment.

3 Street currently has one eastbound and one westbound lane with a combination of
d left turn pockets. The proposed project

either a center-two-way left-turn-lane or stripe

will widen 3" Street from the Old Steese Highway to Eagle Avenue, providinf two
eastbound lanes and two westbound lanes with protected left turn pockets. 3" Street will
then taper down to match the existing three lane street section of Hamilton Avenue. At
the intersection of the Steese Expressway and 3 Street, dual left turn lanes will be

provided on the eastbound prism and on the Steese Highway.

-.--

"Providing for the movement of people and goods, and the delivery of State services."
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Project No. F-M-670(1)/62541

This will require improvements to the Steese Expressway from College Road to just short
of the Chena River Bridge to accommodate lane-tapering requirements (4ir Quality
Analysis, 3" Street Widening Project, Fairbanks, Alaska, June 2004, Figure 1).

CH2M HILL was hired to perform the air quality analysis for this project. Vehicle
emissions were estimated using the EPA-approved MOBILE6 model (U.S. EPA
Version 2.0 dated October 21, 2002), Their results are presented in the enclosed report,
Air Quality Analysis, 3 Street Widening Project, Fairbanks, Alaska, June 2004. Since
the date of the report, Fairbanks has been designated a Carbon Monoxide Maintenance

Area (effective 9/27/04).

The results of this analysis are tabbed for your convenience and state: “The build and no-
build scenarios for each year have predicted maximum 1-hour concentrations below the

CO (Carbon Monoxide) 1-hour NAAQS (National Ambient Air Quality Standard) of
35 ppm. Likewise, the modeled 8-hour concentrations are below the 8-hour CO NAAQS

of 9 ppm._Therefore the project would not result in violations of these standards. The
project is determined to conform with the purpose of the current SIP (State
Implementation Plan) and the requirements of the Clean Air Act.”

The analysis further indicates the proposed project may improve air quality in the vicinity
of the project as follows (excerpted from Table 5):

Maximum CO Concentrations (ppm)
Scenario 1-Hour Concentrations (ppm) 8-Hour Concentrations
' (ppm)
2005 No Build 11.9 .
2005 Build 9.9 6.9
2025 No Build 8.1 ' 5.7
2025 Build 6.7 4.7

This project is included in the 2004-2006 State Transportation Implementation Plan

(STIP), approved by the FHWA and
19, 2003. This approval notes a conformity analysis was completed fo

area and the programmed projects are in conformity.

the FTA (Federal Transit Administration) December
r the Fairbanks

- I_
—
= -
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Project No. F -M-670(1)/62541

s or comments related to this proposed project, please contact
mental Analyst, at the above listed information, or Tim Woster,
1.2288 or e-mail fim_woster@dot state.ak.us..

If you have question
Linda Heck, Environ
P.E., Engineering Manager, at (907) 45

Sincerely,

My & Ty

45— David T. Bloom, P.E.
Preconstruction Engineer

LH/dt
Enclosures:  Figure 1-Location and Vicinity Map

Air Quality Analysis-3rd Street Widening Project, Fbks., AK, June 2004
Distribution:

Wayne Elson, U.S. EPA, Region 10, 1200 Sixth Ave., Seattle, WA 98101

Joan Hardesty, Air Quality, ADEC, 610 University Ave., Fbks., AK 99709

Jeff Houk, Resource Center, FHWA, 12300 W. Dakota Ave., Ste. 175, Lakewood CO
Max Lyon, Transportation Director, FNSB, 3175 Peger Rd,, Fbks., AK 99709

Jeff Roach, ADOT&PF Planning, 2301 Peger Rd., Fairbanks, AK 99709

Peter Serrano, Air Quality, FHWA, P.O. Box 2 1648, Juneau, AK 99802-1648
Barbara Shepherd, Air Quality, ADEC, 410 Willoughby Ave., Suite 303, Juneau, AK

99801
cc: Edward DeCleva; Northern Region Liaison, FHWA, P.O. Box 216438, Juneau, AK:

99802
Edrie Vinson, Environmental Project Manager, FHWA, P.O. Box 21648, Juneau, AK

99802-1648

Tim Woster, P.E., Engineering Manager, DOT&PF, 2301 Peger Rd., Fbks., AK 99709




-

STATE OF ALASKA

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES

FRANK H. MURKOWSKI, GOVERNOF

2301 PEGER ROAD
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99709-5316

NORTHERN REGION, PRECONSTRUCTION TELEPHONE: (907) 451-5295
TDD: (507)451-2363

FAX: (907)451-5103
EM ail: linda_heck@dot state ak us

October 8, 2004

Re: 3" Street Widening
Project No. F-M-670(1)/62541
Air Quality Conformity
Consultation and
Request for Finding of Conformity

Mr. Max Lyon
Transportation Director
Fbks. North Star Borough
3175 Peger Road
Fairbanks, AK 99709

Dear Mr. Lyon:

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (ADOT&PF), in
cooperation with the Alaska Division of the Federal Highways Administration (FHWA),
is proposing to widen 31 Sireet between Old Steese Highway and Hamilton Avenue, in
Fairbanks, Alaska, to increase capacity and improve safety. This project is located near
Fairbanks’ city center as shown on the enclosed Location and Vicinity Map (Figure 1).

Pursuant to 18 AAC 50.700 — 50.735 and 40 CFR Part 51, Subpart T, and Part 93,
Subpart A, State and Federal air quality conformity regulations, we request a Finding of
Conformity based on the enclosed quantitative analysis.

We would like to advertise the analysis for public comment by October 25, 2004. Please
inform us prior to October 25, 2004, if you feel this document is not appropriate for

public review and comment.

3" Sireet currently has one eastbound and one westbound lane with a combination of
either a center-two-way left-turn-lane or striped left turn pockets. The proposed project
will widen 3" Street from the Old Steese Highway to Eagle Avenue, providing two
eastbound lanes and two westbound lanes with protected left turn pockets. 3" Street will
then taper down to match the existing three Jane street section of Hamilton Avenue. At
the intersection of the Steese Expressway and 3" Street, dual left turn lanes will be
provided on the eastbound prism and on the Steese Highway.

"Providing for the movement of people and goods, and the delivery of State services."
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Project No. F-M-670(1)/62541

This will require improvements to the Steese Expressway from College Road to just short
of the Chena River Bridge to accommodate lane-tapering requirements (4ir Quality
Analysis, 3¢ Street Widening Project, Fairbanks, Alaska, June 2004, Figure 1).

CH2M HILL was hired to perform the air quality analysis for this project. Vehicle
emissions were estimated using the EPA-approved MOBILEG6 model (U.S. EPA
Version 2.0 dated October 21, 2002). Their results are presented in the enclosed report,
Air Quality Analysis, 3" Street Widening Project, Fairbanks, Alaska, June 2004. Since
the date of the report, Fairbanks has been designated a Carbon Monoxide Maintenance

Area (effective 9/27/04).

The results of this analysis are tabbed for your convenience and state: “The build and no-
build scenarios for each year have predicted maximum 1-hour concentrations below the

CO (Carbon Monoxide) 1-hour NAAQS (National Ambient Air Quality Standard) of
35 ppm. Likewise, the modeled 8-hour concentrations are below the 8-hour CO NAAQS

of 9 ppm. Therefore the project would not result in violations of these standards. The

project is determined to conform with the purpose of the current SIP (State
Implementation Plan) and the requirements of the Clean Air Act.”

The analysis further indicates the proposed project may improve air quality in the vicinity
of the project as follows (excerpted from Table 5):

Maximum CO Concentrations (ppm)
Scenario 1-Hour Concentrations (ppm) | 8-Hour Concentrations
(ppm) _
2005 No Build 11.9 8.3
2005 Build 9.9 6.9
| 2025 No Build 8.1 ’ 5.7
2025 Build 6.7 4.7

This project is included in the 2004-2006 State Transportation Implementation Plan
(STIP), approved by the FHWA and the FTA (Federal Transit Administration) December
19,2003. This approval notes a conformity analysis was completed for the Fairbanks
area and the programmed projects are in conformity.
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Project No. F-M-670(1)/62541

If you have questions or comments related to this proposed project, please contact
Linda Heck, Environmental Analyst, at the above listed information, or Tim Woster,
P.E., Engineering Manager, at (907) 45 1-2288 or e-mail tim_woster@dot.state.ak.us..

Sincerely,

Joseph H. Keeney, P.E.
Preliminary Design & Environmental Chief

LH/dt

Enclosures:  Figure 1-Location and Vicinity Map
Air Quality Analysis-3" Street Widening Project, Fbks., AK, June 2004

Distribution:

Wayne Elson, U.S. EPA, Region 10, 1200 Sixth Ave., Seattle, WA 98101

Joan Hardesty, Air Quality, ADEC, 610 University Ave., Fbks., AK 99709

Jeff Houk, Resource Center, FHWA, 12300 W. Dakota Ave., Ste. 175, Lakewood CO
Max Lyon, Transportation Director, FNSB, 3175 Peger Rd., Fbks., AK 99709

Jeff Roach, ADOT&PF Planning, 2301 Peger Rd., Fairbanks, AK 99709

Peter Serrano, Air Quality, FHWA, P.O. Box 21648, Juneau, AK 99802-1648
Barbara Shepherd, Air Quality, ADEC, 410 Willoughby Ave., Suite 303, Juneau, AK

99801
¢c: Edward DeCleva, Northern Region Liaison, FHWA, P.O. Box 21 648, Juneau, AK

99802
Edrie Vinson, Environmental Project Manager, FHWA, P.O. Box 21648, Juneau, AK
09802-1648
709

Tim Woster, P.E., Engineering Manager, DOT&PF, 2301 Peger Rd., Fbks., AK 99
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STATE OF ALASKA

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES

FRANK H. MURKOWSKI, GOVERNOR

2301 PEGER ROAD
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99709-5316

NORTHERN REGION, PRECONSTRUCTION TELEPHONE: (907)451-5295
TDD: (907)451-2363
FAX: (907)451-5103

EMail: linda_heck@dot state.ak us
October 8, 2004

Re: 3" Street Widening
Project No. F-M-670(1)/62541
Air Quality Conformity
Consultation and
Request for Finding of Conformity

Ms. Barbara Shepherd

Air Quality Division

State of AK DEC

410 Willoughby Ave., Suite 303
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Ms. Shepherd:

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (ADOT&PF), in
cooperation with the Alaska Division of the Federal Highways Administration (FHWA),
is proposing to widen 31 Sireet between Old Steese Highway and Hamilton Avenue, in
Fairbanks, Alaska, to increase capacity and improve safety. This project is located near
Fairbanks’ city center as shown on the enclosed Location and Vicinity Map (Figure 1).

Pursuant to 18 AAC 50.700 — 50.735 and 40 CFR Part 51, Subpart T, and Part 93,
Subpart A, State and Federal air quality conformity regulations, we request a Finding of
Conformity based on the enclosed quantitative analysis.

We would like to advertise the analysis for public comment by October 25, 2004. Please
inform us prior to October 25, 2004, if you feel this document is not appropriate for

public review and comment.

3 Street currently has one eastbound and one westbound lane with a combination of
either a center-two-way left-turn-lane or striped left turn pockets. The proposed project
will widen 3" Street from the Old Steese Highway to Eagle Avenue, providing two
eastbound lanes and two westbound lanes with protected left turn pockets. 3" Street will
then taper down to match the existing three lane street section of Hamilton Avenue. At
the intersection of the Steese Expressway and 3" Street, dual left turn lanes will be
provided on the eastbound prism and on the Steese Highway.

"Providing for the movement of people and goods, and the delivery of State services.”
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Project No. F-M-670(1)/62541

This will require improvements to the Steese Expressway from College Ro ad to just short
of the Chena River Bridge to accommodate lane-tapering requirements (4ir Quality
Analysis, 3' Street Widening Project, Fairbanks, Alaska, June 2004, Figure 1).

CH2M HILL was hired to perform the air quality analysis for this project. Vehicle
emissions were estimated using the EPA-approved MOBILE6 model (U.S. EPA
Version 2.0 dated October 21, 2002). Their results are presented in the enclosed report,
Air Quality Analysis, 3" Street Widening Project, Fairbanks, Alaska, June 2004. Since
the date of the report, Fairbanks has been designated a Carbon Monoxide Maintenance

Area (effective 9/27/04).

The results of this analysis are tabbed for your convenience and state: “The build and no-
build scenarios for each year have predicted maximum 1-hour concentrations below the

CO (Carbon Monoxide) 1-hour NAAQS (National Ambient Air Quality Standard) of
35 ppm. Likewise, the modeled 8-hour concentrations are below the 8-hour CO NAAQS

of 9 ppm. Therefore the project would not result in violations of these standards. The
project is determined to conform with the purpose of the current SIP (State
Implementation Plan) and the requirements of the Clean Air Act.”

The analysis further indicates the proposed project may improve air quality in the vicinity
of the project as follows (excerpted from Table 5):

Maximum CO Concentrations (ppm)

Scenario 1-Hour Concentrations (ppm) | 8-Hour Concentrations
(ppm)
2005 No Build 11.9 8.3
2005 Build 9.9 6.9
2025 No Build 8.1 ' 5.7
2025 Build 6.7 4.7

the 2004-2006 State Transportation Implementation Plan
HWA and the FTA (Federal Transit Administration) December
formity analysis was completed for the Fairbanks

This project is included in
(STIP), approved by the F
19, 2003. This approval notes a con
area and the programmed projects are in conformity.
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If you have questions or comments related to this proposed project, please contact
Linda Heck, Environmental Analyst, at the above listed information, or Tim Woster,
P.E., Engineering Manager, at (907) 451-2288 or e-mail tim_woster@dot.state.ak.us..

Sincerely,

(Dot

Joseph H. Keeney, P.E.
Preliminary Design & Environmental Chief

LH/dt

Enclosures:  Figure 1-Location and Vicinity Map
Air Quality Analysis-3rd Street Widening Project, Fbks., AK, June 2004

Distribution:

Wayne Elson, U.S. EPA, Region 10, 1200 Sixth Ave., Seattle, WA 98101

Joan Hardesty, Air Quality, ADEC, 610 University Ave., Fbks., AK 99709

Jeff Houk, Resource Center, FHWA, 12300 W. Dakota Ave., Ste. 175, Lakewood CO
Max Lyon, Transportation Director, FNSB, 3175 Peger Rd., Fbks., AK 99709

Jeff Roach, ADOT&PF Planning, 2301 Peger Rd., Fairbanks, AK 99709

Peter Serrano, Air Quality, FHWA, P.O. Box 21648, Juneau, AK 99802-1648
Barbara Shepherd, Air Quality, ADEC, 410 Willoughby Ave., Suite 303, Juneau, AK

99801

cc: Edward DeCleva, Northern Region Liaison, FHWA, P.O. Box 21648, Juneau, AK

99802
Edrie Vinson, Environmental Project Manager, FHWA, P.O. Box 21648, Juneau, AK

99802-1648
Tim Woster, P.E., Engineering Manager, DOT&PF, 2301 Peger Rd., Fbks., AK 99709
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL HIGHIWAY ADMINISTRATION
ALASKA DIVISION
709 West Ninth Street, Roow 851
P.0. Box 21648
Juneau, Alaska 99802
907-586-7418 | 907-586-7420 FAX

August 2, 2004

REFER TQ
HDA-AK,
File # MGL-M-0670(1)/62541

M. Judith Bittner

State Historic Preservation Qfficer
Alaska Office of History and Archaeology
S50 W. 7 Avenue, Suite 1310
Axnchorage, Alaska 99501-3565

SUBJECT:  Faitbanks: 3rd Street Widening Project,
Initiation of Consultation pursuant to 36 CFR 800.3

Dear Ms. Bittner:

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (AKDOT&PF), in cooperation
with the Alaska Division of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), is Pproposing to
upgrade 3™ Street in Fairbanks, Alaska. The improvement would widen 3™ Street between Old
Steese Highway and Hamilton Avenue. In addjtion, the project would add a secured left-tum
lane on the Steese Highway at the 3™ Street and Steese Expressway intersection. This
intersection improvement would result in widening of the Steese Expressway between the Chena
River Bridge and College Road to accommodate lane-tapering requirements. The project is
located north of the Chena River in downtown Fairbanks. The city of Fairbanks is located in
Section 10, Township 18, Range 1W, Fairbanks Meridian. Please reference the enclosed figure
to see an aerial of the project area.

The AKDOT&PF began planning to widen 3™ Street in the early 1990°s. A draft Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) was prepared in 1992, re-evaluated in 1995 and a Record of Decision
(ROD) for the project was approved and signed on June 6, 1997. Tn the EIS, the AKDOT&PF
evaluated three altematives. One alternative widened the roadway to the north, one widened it to
the south, and the third maintained the existing centerline and widened it on both sides. The
preferred alternative Was the South Alternative.

The AKDOT&PF in cooperation with FHWA is currently preparing an EA to serve as a written
evaluation of the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS). The purpose of the EA is to
determine if the original conclusion of the FEIS is still valid. Additionally, the EA will evaluate
the impacts of dual left turn lanes at the 3™ Street and Steese Expressway intersection not
considered in the original document.
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For purpose of the National Historic Preservation Act, we are initiating this consultation
with you to assist us in identifying historic properties that may be affected by the proposed
project.

The AKDOT&PF contracted with Northemn Land Use Research' (NLUR) to examine possible
Impacts on cultural and historic resources in the project area. The NLUR defined the Area of
Potential Effect (APE) for the project to consist of all structures impacted by the North, Middle,
or South Alternatives. The NLUR compiled a list of all buildings within the APE for all three
alternative footprints, and listed the construction dates for the building. They then searched for
_existing historic evaluations of buildings in the project area. They searched the National
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and did not find any listings. The NLUR then determined
whether an evaluation of £ligibility to the NRHP was warranted by the structure’s age, character,
and physical condition. Finally, they prepared draft historic evaluations of eligibility for eight
properties for consideration by FHWA, as FHWA determines eligibility and impacts.

If you have questions or comuments related to this proposed project; I can be reached at the
address above, by telephone at 907-586-7464, or by e-mail at Edrie. Vinson @fhwa dot.gov.
However, I encourage you to include the AKDOT&PF, so that your comments and concetns may
be immediately directed to project development. The point of contact is:

Mr. Joseph Keeney, Acting Environmental Coordinator

Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities

2301 Peger Road

Fairbanks, Alaska 95709

907-451-2776

joe_keeney@dot.state.ak.ns

Your timely response will greatly assist us in incorporating your concerms into project
development. For that purpose, we request that you respond within thirty days of your receipt of
this correspondence.

Sincexely,

Edrie Vinson
Environmental Project Manager

Enclosuzes: )
Aerial of project area with construction limits.

-

cc w/o enclosures: ~
Tim Woster, P.E., AKDOT&PF Northern Region, Project Manager
Joseph Keeney, AKDOT&PF, Northemn Region, Acting Envixormental Coordinator
Laurie Mulcahy, AKDOT&PF HQ, Environmental Program Manager
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| U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
T FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
ALASKA DIVISION
709 West Ninth Street, Room 851
P.0. Box 21648
Tuneau, Alaska 99802
907-586-7418 l 907-586-7420 FAX.

August 2, 2004

REFER TQ
HDA-AK
File #: MGL-M-0670(1)/62541

Mx. Buddy Brown, President
Tanana Chiefs Conference
122 Fixst Avenue, Suite 600
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

ATTIN: Mr. Tom Gillispie, Realty Archeologist

SUBJECT: Fairbanks: Third Street Widening Project,
Initiation of Consultation pursuant to 36 CFR 800.3

Dear Mr, Gillispie:

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (AKDOT&FF), in cooperation
with the Alaska Division of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), is proposing to
upgrade 3™ Street in Fairbanks, Alaska. The improvement would widen 3™ Street between Old
Steese Highway and Hamilton Avenue. In addition, the project would add a secured left-twm
lane on the Steese Highway at the 3™ Street and Steese Expressway intersection. This
intersection improvement would result in widening of the Steese Expressway between the Chena
River Bridge and College Road to accommodate lane-tapering requirements. The project is
Jocated north of the Chena River in downtown Fairbanks. The city of Fairbauks is located in
Section 10, Township 1S, Range 1W, Fairbanks Meridian. Please reference the enclosed figure
to see an aerial of the project arca.

For purposes of the National Historic Preservation Act, we are initiating this consultation
to assist us in identifying properties that may be of traditional religious and cultural
importance to your organization.

The AKDOT&PF bégen planning to widen 3™ Street in the early 1990°s, A draft Environmentat
Impact Statement (EIS) was prepared in 1992, re-evaluated in 1995 and a Record of Decision
(ROD) for the project was approved and signed on June 6, 1997, In the EIS, AKDOT&PF
evaluated three alternatives. One alternative widened the roadway to the north, one widened it to
the, south, and the third maintained the existing centerline and widened it on both sides. The
preferred alternative was the South Alternative.

The AKDOT&PF, in cooperation with FHWA, is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA)
to serve as a written evaluation of the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS). The
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Additionally, the EA will evaluate the impacts of dual left turn lanes at the 3™ Street and Steese
Expressway intersection not considered in the original document.

The AKDOT&PF contracted with Northem Land Use Research (NLUR) to examine possible
impacts on cultural and historic resources in the project area. The NLUR defined the Area of
Potential Effect (APE) for the project to consist of all structures impacted by the North, Middle,
or South Alternatives. We are not aware of any traditional religious or cultural properties that
we may be impacting with this project.

If you bave questions or comments related to this proposed project, Ms. Edrie Vinson can be
reached at the address above, by telephone at 907-586-7464, or by e-mail at

edrie.vinson @fhwa.dot.gov. However, I encourage you to include the AKDOT&PF, so that
your comments and concems may be immediately directed to project development. The point of
contact 1s:

Mr. Joseph Keeney, Acting Environmental Coordinator
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
2301 Peger Road

Fairbanks, Alaska 99709

907-451-2776

joe _keeney@dot.state.ak.us

Your timely response will greatly assist us in incorporating your concerms into praject
development. For that purpose, we request that you respond within thirty days of your receipt of
this correspondence.

Sincerely,

Karen A. Schmidt
Assistant Division Administrator

Enclosures:
Project graphic

cc w/o enclosures:
Tim Woster, P.E., AKDOT&PF Northern Region, Project Manager
Joesph Keeney, AKDOT&PF Northern Region, Acting Environmental Coordinator
Laurie Mulcahy, AKDOT&PF HQ, Environmental Program Manager
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
ALASKA DIVISION
709 West Ninth Street, Room §51
P.O. Box 21648
Juneau, Alaska 99802
907-586-7418 | 907-586-7420 FAX

August 2, 2004

REFER TO
HDA-AK
File #: MGL-M-0670(1)/62541

Ms. Cathi Ipalook, Executive Director
Denakkanaaga, Inc.

299 First Avenue

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

SUBJECT:  Fairbanks: Third Street Widening Project,
Initiation of Consultation pursuant to 36 CFR 800.3

Dear Ms. Ipalook:

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (AKDOT&PF), in cooperation
with the Alaska Divisien of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), is proposing to
upgrade 3" Street in Fairbanks, Alaska. The improvement would widen 3% Street between Old
Steese Highway and Hamilton Avenue. In addition, the project would add a secured left-turn
lane on the Steese Highway at the 3™ Street and Steese Expressway intersection. This
intersection improvement would result in widening of the Steese Expressway between the Chena
River Bridge and College Road to accomunodate lane-tapering requirements. The project is
located north of the Chena River in dowmtown Fairbanks. The city of Fairbanks is located in
Section 10, Township 1S, Range 1W, Fairbanks Meridian. Please reference the enclosed figuce
to se¢ an acrial of the project area. :

For purposes of the National Historic Preservation Act, we are initiating this consultation
to assist us in identifying properties that may be of traditional religious and cultural
importance to your organization.

The AKDOT&PF began planning to widen 3™ Street in the early 1990’s. A draft Envixommental
Impact Statement (EIS) was prepared in 1992, re-evaluated in 1995 and a Record of Decision
(ROD) for the project 'was approved and signed on June 6, 1997. In the EIS, the AKDOT&PF
evaluated three alternatives. One alternative widened the roadway to the north, one widened it to
the south, and the third maintained the existing centerline and widened it on both sides. The
preferred alternative was the South Altermative.

S

The AKDOT&PF, in cooperation with FHWA, is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA)
to serve as a written evaluation of the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS). The
purpose of the EA is to determine if the original conclusion of the FEIS is still valid.
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Additionally, the EA will evaluate the impacts of dual left turn lanes at the 3™ Street and Steese
Expressway intersection not considered in the original document.

The AKDOT&PF contracted with Northern Land Use Research (NLUR) to examine possible
impacts on cultural and historic resources in the project area. The NLUR . defined the Area of
Potential Effect (APE) for the project to consist of all structures impacted by the North, Middle,
or South Alternatives. We are not aware of any traditional religious or cultural properties that
we may be impacting with this project.

If you have questions or comments related to this proposed project, Ms. Edrie Vinson can be
reached at the address above, by telephone at 907-586-7464, or by e-mail at

edrie. vinson@fhwa.dot.gov. However, I encourage you to include the AKDOT&PF, so that
your commments and concerns may be immediately directed to project development. The point of
contact is: '

Mz, Joseph Keeney, Acting Environmental Coordinator
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
2301 Peger Road '

Fairbanks, Alaska 99709

807-451-2776

joe keeney@dot.state.ak.us

Your timely response will greatly assist us in incorporating your concerns into project
development. For that purpose, we request that you respond within thirty days of your receipt of
this correspondence.

Sincezely,

Kareh A, Schmidt
Assigtant Division Administrator

Enclosures:
Project praphic

¢¢ w/o enclosures:
Tim Woster, P.E., AKDOT&PF Northermn Region, Project Manager
Joesph Keeney, AKDOT&PF Northern Region, Acting Environmental Coordinator
Laurie Mulcahy, AKDOT&PF HQ, Environmental Program Manager
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
ALASKA DIVISION
709 West Ninth Sweet, Room 851
P.0.Box 21648
Juneau, Alaska 99802

907-586-7418 | 907-586-7420 FAX

August 2, 2004

. REFERTO
HDA-AK
File # MGL-M-0670(1)/62541
M. Steve Kakaruk
President Board of Directors
Faitbanks Native Association
201 First Avenue

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

SUBJECT:  Fairbanks: Third Street Widening Project,
Initiation of Consultation pursuant to 36 CFR 800.3

Dear Mr. Kakaruk:

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (AKDOT&PF), in cooperation
with the Alaska Division of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), is proposing to
upgrade 3™ Street in Fairbanks, Alaska. The improvement would widen 3™ Street between Old
Steese Highway and Hamilton Avenue. In addition, the project would add a secured Jeft-tum
lane on the Steese Highway at the 3™ Street and Steese Expressway intersection. This
intersection improvement would result in widening of the Steese Expressway between the Chena
River Bridge and College Road to accommodate lane-tapering requirements. The project is
located north of the Chena River in downtown Fairbauks. The city of Fairbanks is located in
Section 10, Township 1S, Range 1W, Faitbanks. Meridian. Please reference the enclosed figure
to see an aerial of the project area.

For purposes of the Natjonal Historic Preservation Act, we are initiating this consultation
to assist us in identifying properties that may be of traditional religious and cultural
importance to your organization.

The AKDOT&PF began planning to widen 3™ Street in the early 1990°s, A draft Environmental
Impact Staterment (EIS) was prepared in 1992, re-evaluated in 1995 and 2 Record of Decision
(ROD) for the project was approved and signed on June 6, 1997. In the EIS, the AKDOT&PF
evaluated three alternatives. One alternative widened the roadway to the north, one widened it to
the south, and the third maintained the existing centerline and widened it on both sides. The
preferred altemative was the South Alternative.

The AKDOT&PF, in cooperation with FHWA, is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA)
to serve as a written evaluation of the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS). The
purpose of the EA is to determine if the original conclusion of the FEIS is still valid.
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Additionally, the EA will evaluate the impacts of dual left turn Janes at the 3% Street and Steese
Expressway intersection not considered in the original document.

The AKDOT&PF contracted with Northern Land Use Research (NLUR) to examine possible
impacts on cultural and historic resources in the project area. The NLUR defined the Area of
Potential Effect (APE) for the project to consist of all structures impacted by the North, Middle,
or South Alternatives, We are not aware of any traditional religious or cultural properties that
we may be impacting with this project. ‘

If you have questions or comments related to this proposed project, Ms. Edrie Vinson can be
reached at the address above, by telephone at 907-586-7464, or by e-mail at
edrie.vinson@fhwa.dot.gov. However, I encourage you to include the AKDOT&PF, so that

your comments and concerns may be immediately directed to project development. The point of
contact s

Mr. Joseph Keeney, Acting Environmental Coordinator
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
2301 Peger Road

Fairbanks, Alaska 99709

907-451-2776

joe_keeney@dot.state.ak us

Your timely response will greatly assist us in Incorporating your concerns into project
development. For that purpose, we request that you respond within thirty days of your receipt of
this correspondence.

Sincerely,
@CENW—I""

Karem A. Schmidt
Assistant Divi§ion Administrator

Exclosures;
Project graphic

cc w/o enclosures:
Tim Woster, P.E., AKDOT&PF Northern Region, Project Manager
Joesph Keeney, AKDOT&PF Northern Region, Acting Environmental Coordinator
Laurie Mulcahy, AKDOT&PF HQ, Environmental Program Manager




Julianne Hanser R
From: Jim Conner [jconner @co.fairbanks.ak.us]

Sent: Wednesday, April 21, 2004 2:26 PM

To: Max Lyon

Cc: Glenn Miller; 'tim_woster @ dot.state.ak.us’

Subject: DOT-PF Third Street Widening Project No. 6254

Max,
On March 30, 2004 DOT-PF sent you a letter inviting comment on the proposed Third Street
Widening Project No. 6254.

| met with Tim Woster today, at the DOT, and looked at the prelimiary plans. They are working
on an EIS and not likely to begin work until the summer of 2007.

This proposed widening will put six lanes along third, between the Old Steese and Hamilton
Avenue, and seven lanes along the New Steese between the Chena River and College Road.

This widening should reduce idling and increase the flow of vehicles through the area and
therefore produce a reduction in CO accumulation.

Jim

Dr. James Conner

Air Quality Specialist
jconner@co.fairbanks.ak.us

459-1325
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From: Tim Woster [tim_woster@dot.state.é'l-(.usg]
Sent: Wednesday, April 21, 2004 2:51 PM
To: Linda Heck; Ron Goughnour; Julianne Hanson

Subject:  [Fwd: DOT-PF Third Street Widening Project No. 6254]

DOT-PF Third
Street Widening P...
This isn't really a public comment to DOT, but it is the report from Jim Connor to

his supervisor at the Borough after reviewing the public meeting displays with me.
Jim Connor is an Air Quality Specialist with Fairbanks North Star Borough. He came to my office

at 1:30 this afternoon to view the displays that we had presented at the Agency and Public
Scoping Meetings. We discussed the status of the project and the geometry of the preferred

alternative.

Mr. Connor’s main concern is the potential affect of the project on air quality, especially carbon
monoxide levels. We discussed the geometry and traffic flow, but that was a secondary interest
for him. His comment was that it appears the project will reduce congestion and therefore reduce

carbon monoxide levels.

| told Mr. Connor that we will soon be conducting a new air quality analysis, and the results will be
available to the public.

Tim



Date
4/28/05
4/5/05
4/5/05
4/1/01
3/22/05
1/21/05
10/27/04

8/11/04
8/11/04
8/9/04

6/25/04
6/15/04
5/17/04

APPENDIX C

COMMENTS AND COORDINATION

Title
DOT&PF Letter to Rudy Gavora
Tim Woster ROC: Premier Realty
Tim Woster ROC: Helmbrecht Dental
Faxed Public Comment
Tim Woster ROC: Frontier Realty
Email to/from Randy Zarnke
Daily-News Miner Public Meeting Notice
Public Notice
DOT&PF Letter to Zin Kittredge
Tim Woster ROC: Helmbrecht Dental
Public Comment From Zin Kittredge
Email to/from Randy Zarnke
DOT&PF Newsletter
DOT&PF Letter to Doug Isaacson

Content
Parking Appeal
Premier Realty Comments
Helmbrecht Comments
3" Street Visual Character
Frontier Realty Comments
Project Delay
AQ Conformity
AQ Conformity
Public Comment Response
Business Acquisition
3™ Street Visual Character
Response to 6/15 Newsletter
Project Update
Public Comment Response



05_/03/2005 09:13 FAX 9074515126 D&ES F1004

a

 STATE OF ALASKA sz

2301 PEGER ROAD ,
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99709-5399

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES - | TELEPHONE: (907) 451:5407
TDD: (907) 451-2363

FAX: (507) 451-5411
1-800-475-2464

NORTHERN REGION, PRECONSTRUCTION

April 28, 2005

Mr. Rudy Gavora : - 7
P. 0. Box 70021 | \ )
Fairbanks, AK. 99707 iy i \ .

Dear Mr. G&vora: / |

;
4

'
|
[

] understand that your consultant, Mr. Degerlund, has been in cbntact with our project Manager,
ign that you feel will bétter suit your needs than the one we

Tim Woster, regarding a parking lot desi :
have prepared. Iappreciate your effort in working towards a solution and I hope that a parking plan
can be developed that is acceptable to you, the State and the FN'SB Planning Commission.

However, in the event we are not able to find such a solution, we feel compelled to appeal the April
19 denial of our request for a parking variance for the Gavora "Mall that the department has

prepared for the 3" Street Widening Project.

1 am enclosing a copy of our appeal and will keep you infoﬁne%l of our progress. Ihope that we can

continue to work towards a solution that will be suitable to all. :Thank you.

Sincérely, i 4 @—/
Kathleen Dickinson
Negotiatiolns Supervisor

- Northern Region Right of Way

Enclosure as stated
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I
Variance appeal process:
Due dates Actual Party Process
dates i .
April 19 FNSB PC issues findings of fact and denies variance
request
15 days = April 28 DOT File appeal with fees of $275
May 3 :
? ENSB Appeal accepted;
1 day FNSB Request tapes of [meeting
10 working Heartland | Transcribe tapesi
days Reporter : ]
30 days = DOT Submit transcript of 4/5/05 and 4/19/05 PC meeting
May 28 re V012-2005 to [Clerk
None 'FNSB Clerk will notify DOT of cost of preparing for
appeal, if costs exceed bond, DOT must send them
a check within 7 \days; Clerk sends copies of
_ transcripts to DJT and Gavora
15 days = DOT File brief of points and authorities in support of
June 16 ? those allegations;of error specified in our appeal
30 days = Gavora File appellee brisf (has 30 days from when
July1? transcript mailed to him from FNSB)
10 days = DOT Reply brief
July 11 7 - .
None FNSB Sets date for heating
i
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' Page 1 of 1

' Julianne Hanson

From: Randy Zarnke [itrap2 @acsalaska.net]
l 5nt:  Friday, January 21, 2005 4:13 PM

To: tim_woster @dot.state.ak.us

Subject: RE: 3rd Street upgrade

I just wanted to check with you to be sure that the project has not run into any
more delays. | read in the News-Miner that the FBX area has not received much
state & federal money for road projects. | would not want a funding shortfall to
postpone this project any longer.

-----Original Message-----

From: Tim Woster [mailto:tim_woster@dot.state.ak.us]
Sent: Wednesday, January 19, 2005 1:46 PM

To: Randy Zarnke

Subject: Re: 3rd Street upgrade

We arte currently reevaluating the Environmental Impact Statement that was prepared for this project in 1997, We
hope to complete the reevaluation this summer and begin detailed design. If you have spetific questions or would
like to discuss the project, please call me at 451-2288

Tin1 Wosier

Please advise regarding the current status of the 39 Street project.

. Randy Zarnke wrote:
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more win!” after the final out.
Meanwhile, this sign curiously
was posted on a side ‘scoreboard
at Busch Stadium: “Thanks for a
great 2004 season. ”

Pitching a day after his 33rd
birthday, Martinez threw seven
innings of shutout ball, holding
the limp Cardinals to three hits
and retiring his last 14 batters.

“He has a history of being
pretty good,” Red Sox manager
Terry Francona said.

with a first-inning homer and the
three-time Cy Young Award win-

CARDS: Need league’s be

Continued from Page D1

“Anything can happen in base-
ball,” Sanders gaid. “Anything
can turn around. That's what
we're believing n." _

8t. Louis {8 in a tight spot

mostly due to a combination of |

lousy starting pitching and poor
“clutch hitting. ' '

The Cardinals are the first
team since the 1989 San Francis-
co Giants to go the first three
games without a starter lasting
long enough to qualify for a victo-
ry—five innings.

Suppan held hitters to a 154
average in the playoffs before get-
ting knocked out in the fifth
inning Tuesday night, following
the shaky leads of Woody
Williams and Matt Morris in the
first two games. The three com-
bined to go 42-27 in the regular
season, but together have lasted
11 2-3 innings and given up 15

e

Ramirez put Martinez ahead

in Jett field.” ~

But Ramirez’s arm hurt
Louis even more in the bottq
half.

A pair of walks wrapp
around a slow-rolling single
Albert, Pujols loaded the ba
with one out, and the ballp
hoped for something big. W
the crowd standing and the sta
um organ pumping, caich
Jason Varitek made his seco
trip to the mound to visit M:
tinez.

Edmonds lofted a fly ball
shallow left and Walker decid|

. “Why are we talking about t}
pitching?” pitching coach D
Duncan said. “We gave up fq

runs to a tremendously potd |&

offensive club " :
8t. Louls' most domind’
pitcher, Chris Carpenter, {sn't
the roster after sustaining nery
damage to his right biceps Sef:
18. That could’ve changed ti
complexion of the series.
Instead, the Cardinals h

been playing catchup from tfi

first inning of each game. T
Red Sox scored four runs in t
first off Williams in Game 1, t4
off Morris in Game 2 and got]
home run from Manny Ramir
in Game 3 off Suppan.

Jason Marquis will get the b
to try to salvage the season. Hd
been a disappointment thus far
the postseason, allowing six rus
in 7 1-3 innings in his two start

but he’s coming off a career-be
15-win season.

el P Y P

DEPARTMENT QF TRANSPORTATIO

OPEN HOUSE PUBLIC MEETING

THIRD STREET WIDENING
AIR QUALITY CONFORMITY
Project No. STP-MGL M-0670(1)/62541

The Alaska Division Office of the Federal Highway Administration and
the Alaska Deparrment of Transportation and Public Facilices will be
holding an Open House Public Mecting to discuss the Air Quality
Conformity analysis document for the 3rd gl:réet Widening project.

This meeting will be held November 10, 2004, from noon -2 p.m. in
the Alska Department of Tmnsportation and Public Facilities, Main
Conference Room, 2301 Peger Road, Faitbanks, Alaska.

For further information regarding the meeting or the projéct, if you are
unable w arend or to submit comments, you can contact Tim Woster,
PE,, Design Enginecring Manager, at (907) 451-2288, e-mail
tim_woster@dot statre.ak us. You can also fax your comments to (907)
451-5126. Comments may be submitted until November 29, 2004.

If you require special accommodations in order to pardcipate in this

meeting, lcase_c:all_so arrangements can be made to assist you. To
cotrespond by téxt telephone (TDD), call (907) 451-2363.

WINTERIZATION SPECIALS

WINTERIZATION'

5\ gy g g oo ey
4 LY
For those new to Fairbanks, we'll install an ol pan, gg
. block & battery heater, change your ofl & oil filker, \j j‘ A
replentish your wiper fluid, rofate your fires, and y i

{RE-WINTERZATIONS () (300




OPEN HOUSE PUBLIC MEETING

THIRD STREET WIDENING
AIR QUALITY CONFORMITY
Project No. STP-MGL-M-0670(1)/62541

The Alaska Division Office of the Federal Highway Administration and the Alaska Depart-
ment of Transportation and Public Facilities will'be holding an Open House Public Meet-
ing to discuss the Air Quality Conformity analysis document for the 3" Street Widening
project.

This meeting will be held November 10, 2004 from noon to 2 p.m. in the Alaska Depart-
ment of Transportation and Public Facilities, Main Conference Room, 2301 Peger Road
Fairbanks, Alaska.

For further information regarding the meeting or the project, if you are unable to attend, or
if you would like to submit comments, you can contact Tim Woster, P E, Design Engineer-
ing Manager, at (907) 451-2288, e-mail tim_woster@dot state.ak us. You can also fax
your comments to (907) 451-5126. Comments may be submitted until November 29, 2004

If you require special accommodations in order to participate in this meeting, please call so
arrangements can be made to assist you. To correspond by text telephone (TDD), call
(907) 451-2363.

;




STATE OF ALASKA / .....coommecnmne

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES

2301 PEGER ROAD
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99709-5316

NORTHERN REGION, PRECONSTRUCTION TELEPHONE: (907) 451-5295

RECEIVED

AUG 13 2004
USKH Juneau

Zin Kittredge
605 Front Street
Fairbanks, AK 99701

Dear Ms. Kittredge

TDD: (907) 451-2363
FAX: (907) 451-5103

EMail: linda_heck@dot state ak us
August 11, 2004

Re: 3" Street Widening
Project STP-MGL-M-0670(1)/62541

Thank you for your comments on the proposed 3™ Street Widening project. We will
develop design alternatives using your input as well as information gathered on traffic,
safety, right of way, air quality, noise, and many other issues. Your letter will become
part of the environmental document we are preparing for approval by the Federal

Highway Administration.

Your comments are greatly appreciated. Please feel free to contact me at (907) 451-2288
if you have any further questions or conceins.

LH/dt

Sincerely,

Timothy J. Woster, P.E.
Project Manager

cc: Timothy Woster, P.E., Engineering Manager, DOT&PF, Northern Region
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Page 1 of 2

Julianne Hanson

From: Ron Goughnour

Sent: Friday, June 25, 2004 12:14 PM
To: Julianne Hanson

Subject: FW: 3rd Street widening newsletter

-----Original Message-----

From: Randy Zarnke [mailto:itrap2@acsalaska.net]
Sent: Friday, June 25, 2004 11:41 AM

To: tim_woster@dot.state.ak.us

Subject: RE: 3rd Street widening newsletter

Thanks for your reply. It is comforting to know that comments are given
consideration.

Yes, you can ignore my first e-mail message. The subsequent arrival of the
newsletter in the mail provided the update that | was seeking.

From: Tim Woster [mailto:tim_woster@dot.state.ak.us]
Sent: Friday, June 25, 2004 11:20 AM

To: Randy Zarnke

Cc: Ron Goughnour; Linda Heck

Subject: Re: 3rd Street widening newsletter

Mr Zarnke,

Thank you for your comments. I've forwarded these comments to the project designer for
consideration. We will give additional attention {o the parking at this location.

I received an additional email from you, dated a couple of days before this one, asking for an update
on the project. Did our newsletter give you the information that you wanted at this time? You are
welcomie (o either email or call me if you have additional guestions or would like fo discuss our
schedule.

Tim Woster
Design Manager
Alaska DOT&PF

Randy Zarnke wrole:

i received your recent newsleiter.As | recall, you were hoping to begin
construction in 26071 now see that the date has been pushed back
again to 2008.That is disappoiniing.

. ----- Original Message-----

A Iy mmnng




Page 2 of 2

The last question in the Q&A section of the newsletier addresses
access to the Chowder House restaurant.The answer implies to me that
your group may not be aware of the full complement of access &
parking problems related to this business.

(a) The access off of Third Street is very awkward.The driveway is
narrow & requires a driver to slow almost to a stop in order to
enter the parking lot off of Third Sireet.Most drivers are not
expecting the car in front of them to slow at that point or to
that degree. Thus, there are many 'close calls’' of rear-end
collisions.Access o the lot off of Third Street should be
eliminated.

(b) The parking lot is so small that vehicles try to squeeze in
wherever they can. Vehicles are always on the area which
should be the sidewalk.The owner makes no attempt to keep
the sidewalk area free of cars.Cars occasionally park right on
the very corner of the lot. This blocks sight lines for any
drivers coming out of Eagle Avenue onto Third Street.DOT
should mandate that the owner develop & maintain a realislic
parking plan for his business.

(¢) The Chowder House leases a parking area across Eagle
Avenue from the restaurant.Drivers often drive over the
sidewalk & curb as they are leaving this alternate parking
lot.Dirt & rocks are dragged from the lot onto the sidewalk &
street. This is unsightly & somewhat hazardous for walkers &
bikers.l approached the owner & asked him to develop a plan
for either preventing the mess or cleaning it up pericdically.His
attitude is that the lot belongs io the church & therefore it is
not his problem (although his customers cause the problem).

in short, the parking & access for the Chowder House is a major
inconvenience for drivers and residents of the area.These problems
could be rectified by the owner if he was motivated (perhaps by DOT) o
become a better 'corporate citizen.’

A MY inine




This newsletter discusses the current status of the 3™ Street Widening Project, the preferred
alternative, and comments and questions from the April public meeting.

What's happening with the 3" Street widening project?

he Department of Transportation and Public

Facilities (DOT&PF) is currently preparing a
new Environmental Assessment (EA) for the
project. The EA will look at what conditions have
changed since the draft Environmental Impact
Statemient (EIS) was written in 1992. The EA will
determine if there are any new impacts from the
project that were not addressed in the EIS and test
the assumption that the South Alternative is still
the preferred alternative.

We anticipate having the EA approved by next
spring, and then we will jump into the detailed
design. Right of way acquisitions will begin once
the design is far enough along to determine the
exact right of way needs. We plan to start
construction in 2008,

What will the new 3™ Street look
like?

he preferred alternative is the south

alternative. This alternative maintains the
north curb line and widens the street by building io
the south.

To determine how many.lanes and what the
intersection configurations should be, DOT&PF
estimated future traffic volumes along the corridor
for the year 2025. The projections assumed
continued growth in Fairbanks, and the Gavora
Mall fully utilized. Based on these projected
volumes, computer simulations were run to
determine the required number of through lanes
throughout the project, the number of turming lanes
required, and the length of the turning lanes. Based
on the analyses, the preferred alternative
recommends:

» Four lanes plus protected left turn lanes from
Old Steese Expressway to east of Eagle
Avenue,

» Two lanes plus a center two-way left turn lane
from Eagle Avenue to Hamilton Avenue.

» North and south bound dual left tumn lanes
from the Steese Expressway onto 3" Street.

» Westbound dual left turn lanes and a dedicated
eastbound right tumn lane from 3" Street onto

3" Street Iookjhg west

> Dedicated left turn lanes at Eagle Avenue and
Forty Mile Avenue.

Did we consider a signal at 3™
Street and Eagle Avenue?

Ves, we considered adding a signal at Eagle
= Avenue. We evaluated the need for a traffic
signal at this intersection by comparing traffic
conditions at the intersection with established
thresholds that indicate a need for a signal. The
thresholds were compared with both current traffic
conditions and with the projected traffic growth that
can be expected. Our analysis considered traffic
volumes, turning movements, accident history,
numbers of pedestrians and traffic volumes at rush
hour. None of these conditions approached the
thresholds that indicate a need for a signal. In
addition, the Eagle Avenue intersection is too close to
the Steese Expressway intersection for the two signal
systems to be coordinated efficiently.  Poorly
coordinated signal systems disrupt traffic flow, and
slow the movement of traffic through the system. We
recognize that Eagle Avenue is the primary access to
and from the Island Homes subdivision. An
alternative signalized access is available via

Hamilton Avenue.

This project includes adding turning lanes for left
turning vehicles at this intersection. These turning
lanes, with the other improvements being made to 3
Street and Eagle Avenue, will reduce the wait to make
a left turn. We expect the delay for vehicles leaving
the Eagle Plaza Mall will be reduced by




More queations and answers

n April 13", we held a public scoping meeting at the Fairbanks North Star Borough Assembly Chamber.
We received good feedback from those attending, and we want to share with you the comments and our
responses to some of the remarks we heard that evening. F\}

Q Why not use 3" and 7" Avenues to improve the flow of traffic to and from the Steese Expressway as
pr oposed in an earlier project which was not constructed?

A Both 3" and 7* Avenues end short of the Steese Expressway withina Ies1dent1a1 area of the Fairbanks
Townsite adjacent to the downtown business area. If connected, the Steese Expressway would
introduce high volumes of trafﬁc into the residential areas. Right of way acquisition could
significantly impact homes and yards. One of our project goals is to minimize the negative impacts
that result from the project. Therefore-we will avoid introducing new streams of traffic into
residential neighborhoods and minimize right of way acquisition as much as possible.

Won't improving 3" Street cause the traffic turning onto the Steese Expressway to back up even
worse than it is now?

A The proposed improvements will increase the flow of traffic along 3" Street from Old Steese Highway
to Hamilton Avenue and improve the circulation through the Steese Expressway intersection by
adding dual left turn lanes and dedicated right turn lanes. These improvements are expected to
eliminate vehicles from blocking other intersections.

Q Can't the problems at Steese Expressway be solved by simply increasing the length of the green
light for traffic on 3" Street?
Not entirely since increasing the green time for 3” Street means decreasing the green time for Steese
Expressway, which would cause that traffic to back-up. To best solve the problem, we are proposing
increasing the number of lanes on 3™ Street and optimizing the signal timing.
Why not construct a roundabout at the intersection of the Steese Expressway and 3" Street? )
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) guidelines for the selection and design of roundabouts
indicate that a rouudabout is not an appropriate type of intersection for this project. Traffic entering
the intersection of 3" Street with the Steese Expressway is projected to reach 4,500 vehicles per hour.
According to FHWA guidelines, the capacity of a two-lane roundabout is barely adequate for this
traffic volume, and the traffic flow at peak hours would be poor. In addition, the performance of
roundabouts is not well understood as traffic volumes approach maximum capacity. Finally, a
roundabout would be an inconsistent intersection type within the traffic corridor. Generally,
roundabouts perform better if they are used consistently within a corridor. Because this project
" intersects the Steese Expressway, the consistency issue applies to the St