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M E E T I N G  S U M M A R Y   

 

Talkeetna Airport Improvements, Phase II  

Draft EA Public Hearing and Open House  
May 18, 2006  

See attendance list

Presentation graphics, letters to agencies, general mailing, Sign in sheets, 
meeting photos, written comments 

FROM: Eric Cutbirth 

DATE: September 5, 2006 

 
A Public Hearing and Open House for the Draft Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
Environmental Assessment was held May 18, 2006 at Talkeetna Elementary School from 
6:00 to 9:00 p.m. A presentation was given 7 p.m. A copy of the graphics used during the 
presentation is attached. Before and after the presentation an open house style format 
allowed the public to ask questions of team members and review graphics. A court recorder 
was present to record the presentation, testimony after the presentation and to record public 
comments at other times during the open house. 

Meeting Notice 
A letter notifying agencies of the availability of the Draft Environmental Assessment and 
public hearing were sent. Copies are attached. 

Prior to the meeting a newsletter was distributed to approximately 900 stakeholders 
announcing the availability of the Draft Environmental Assessment and the Public Meeting 
and Open House on it. A copy of the newsletter is attached.  

A meeting notice was placed in the Anchorage Daily News published on April 18, 2006 and 
in the Talkeetna Times Newspaper in the May 1 and 15, 2006 editions.  

The availability of the Draft Environmental Assessment and public hearing was also posted on 
the ADOT&PF web site on April 26, 2006.  

Meeting Attendance 
Approximately 30 members of the public and agency or organization representatives signed 
in at the meeting. Copies of the sign in sheets are attached. Additionally, four consultant 
representatives from CH2M HILL, seven ADOT&PF representatives, one FAA, and one 
National Park Service representative were in attendance.  

ATTENDEES: 

ATTACHMENTS 



DRAFT EA PUBLIC HEARING AND OPEN HOUSE  
MAY 18, 2006 
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Comments 
A meeting transcript, including testimony following the presentation and oral comments 
recorded during the open house, and copies of the written comments on the Draft 
Environmental Assessment and ADOT&PF responses are provided in Appendix F of the final 
Environmental Assessment. 
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Talkeetna Airport 
Improvements

Public Hearing
May 18, 2006

State of Alaska Department of Transportation & Public 
Facilities (DOT&PF)
Project No. 54660

Federal Project No. 3-02-0287-0409



Purpose of Tonight’s Meeting
• To review the description of the proposed 

action and the purpose & need for the 
proposed Talkeetna Airport Improvement 
project

• To explain future conditions under the No 
Action and Proposed Action 

• To request your comments on the 
Environmental Assessment



PROJECT HISTORY

Master Plan 
• Prepared in 2001 
• Recommended safety enhancements and 

efficiency improvements to TKA
Environmental Assessment (EA)
• Draft EA prepared in 2000 by DOT&PF, but 

not finalized due to the need for additional 
studies

• Scoping for new EA held in August 2004



PROJECT HISTORY

Additional Studies
• Hydrologic study conducted to identify 

floodplain boundaries
• Evaluated various alternative locations 

for heliport
• Results of these studies presented at a 

public meeting in February 2003



PROJECT HISTORY

Purpose of the Project
• To satisfy current and forecasted demand 

for airport facilities, enhance safety, and 
to improve efficiency of airport operations



PROJECT HISTORY

Relationship to Master Plan 
• The 2001 TKA Master Plan looked at 

improvements to meet projected airport 
demand through 2015  

• This project or Proposed Action will 
encompass improvements through 2008

• Additional planned future improvements 
are described and assessed for 
cumulative impacts



• Project History

• NEPA Process
• Proposed Action
• Environmental Effects
• Project Timeline

THE NEPA PROCESS



THE NEPA PROCESS

• CEQ guidelines
• FAA Orders 1050.1E and 5050.4A

The EA is being conducted in accordance
with National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) requirements



THE NEPA PROCESS

Key Decision Factor: 
Future conditions 
under No Action and 
Proposed Action 
alternatives

We are here in the 
process

ADDRESS AGENCY COMMENTS

PUBLISH NOTICE OF
AVAILABILITY & PUBLIC HEARING

ADDRESS COMMENTS

PREPARE DRAFT EA

AGENCY & PUBLIC SCOPING

PUBLIC HEARING

FAA DECISION



• Project History
• NEPA Process

• Proposed Action
• Environmental Effects
• Project Timeline

PROPOSED ACTION



Talkeetna Airport 
Improvements

What is
proposed?



PROPOSED ACTION

What is proposed?



Environmental Effects

• Project History
• NEPA Process
• Proposed Action

• Environmental Effects
• Project Timeline



Environmental Effects

• Noise and Air Quality
• Compatible Land Use 
• Social Impacts/Induced Socioeconomic Impacts
• Transportation
• Subsistence
• Historical, Archeological and Cultural Resources
• Coastal Zone Management
• Water Quality, Water Supply and Wastewater
• Floodplains and Wetlands
• Biotic Communities, Threatened and Endangered Species
• Light Emissions
• Solid Waste and Hazardous Materials
• Wild & Scenic Rivers and Farmlands
• Construction Impacts
• Mitigation Measures and Required Permits

Future effect of Proposed Action compared
to No Action in terms of:



Environmental Effects

• Noise
• Wetlands
• Floodplains
• Light Emissions and Visual 

Impacts
• Construction
• Environmental Permits



Environmental Effects

• Noise
– Proposed Action - Heliport further from 

residential areas under Proposed Action, 
two residential properties within the 65 DNL

– No Action - Two residential properties 
within the 65 DNL 



Noise Contours

No Action Proposed Action



Environmental Effects

• Wetlands
– Proposed Action – Unavoidable fill in 0.48 

acre of wetland.  No impact to Twister 
Creek. 

– No Action – No impact to wetlands or to 
Twister Creek



Environmental Effects

• Floodplains
– Proposed Action – Safety path, security 

fencing, access road resurfacing in 
floodplain. Fence gates will be opened when 
flood is predicted. Continued flood hazard 
risk to existing facilities

– No Action – No new construction in 
floodplain; continued flood hazard risk 



Wetlands, 
Floodplain, 
Vegetated Buffer

Environmental 
Effects



Environmental Effects

• Light emissions and visual impacts
– Proposed Action – Increased lighting effect 

will be minimized with 25’ vegetative buffer
– No Action – No change in lighting



Environmental Effects

• Construction
– Noise – Minimized by limiting construction to daytime hours and 

use of mufflered equipment
– Waste and stormwater management – Minimized through 

BMPs
• Install sediment fences 
• Provide check dams for drainage
• Utilize settling ponds where necessary

– Traffic and circulation – Minimized by designating haul routes
– Emissions & dust – Minimized through BMPs

• Restrict speed of construction vehicles
• Minimize area of disturbance
• Control dust with water spraying
• Use emission control devices



Environmental Effects

• Environmental Permits
– Wetlands
– Floodplains
– Coastal Zone Management
– Construction Stormwater



• Project History
• NEPA Process
• Proposed Action
• Environmental Effects

• Project Timeline

PROJECT TIMELINE



PROJECT TIMELINE

NEXT STEPS

Construction will be programmed when 
final design is nearing completion

April Fall/Winter

Comment Period
Public Hearing
Final Environmental Assessment
FONSI and Permit Approval, Final Design

May June AugustJuly

(May 18, 2006)

2006



PLEASE COMMENT

• You may give verbal comments today
• You may submit comments in writing 

today
• You may mail comments to DOT&PF
• You may e-mail comments to DOT&PF 

(don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us)
• Comments must be received by May 30, 

2006, to become part of the official record



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

 
 

Mr. Steve Hanson 
DOT&PF Talkeetna Maintenance 
P.O. Box 610 
Talkeetna, AK  99676 
 
 
Dear Mr Hanson: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 

        CENTRAL REGION DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
       PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES 



TALKEETNA AIRPORT IMPROVEMENTS 
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND PUBLIC HEARING  
APRIL 20, 2006 
Page 2 
 

“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
Enclosures: Talkeetna Airport Improvements, Draft Environmental Assessment 
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 
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April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

 
 
 

Mr. Steve Francel 
U.S. Geological Service 
4230 University Drive Suite 201 
Anchorage, AK 99508 
 
Dear Mr. Francel; 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport. The project is located 
in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian.  The proposed 
project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation support uses, 
new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a designated 
heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the existing access 
road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be programmed for 
construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 

        CENTRAL REGION DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
       PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES 



TALKEETNA AIRPORT IMPROVEMENTS 
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND PUBLIC HEARING  
APRIL 20, 2006 
Page 2 
 

“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

 
 

 
 

Mr. Tom Brooks 
Alaska Railroad Corporation  (ARRC) 
PO Box 107500 
Anchorage, AK 99510-7500 
 
Dear Mr. Brooks: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 

        CENTRAL REGION DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
       PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES 



TALKEETNA AIRPORT IMPROVEMENTS 
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND PUBLIC HEARING  
APRIL 20, 2006 
Page 2 
 

“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
Enclosures: Talkeetna Airport Improvements, Draft Environmental Assessment 
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 

 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

 
Mr. Dave Carlton 
FEMA Region 10 
130 228th St SW 
Bothel, WA 98021 
 
Dear Mr. Carlton: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 

        CENTRAL REGION DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
       PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES 



TALKEETNA AIRPORT IMPROVEMENTS 
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND PUBLIC HEARING  
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

 
Mr. Murph O’Brien 
Mat-Su Borough 
350 E. Dahlia Ave. 
Palmer, AK 99645-6488 
 
Dear Mr. O’Brien: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport. The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian.  The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 

        CENTRAL REGION DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
       PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES 



TALKEETNA AIRPORT IMPROVEMENTS 
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND PUBLIC HEARING  
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
Enclosures: Talkeetna Airport Improvements, Draft Environmental Assessment 
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

 
Mr. Mike Bethe 
Alaska DNR,  Mat-Su Area Office 
1800 Glenn Parks Highway, Suite 12 
Palmer, AK 99645-6736 
 
Dear Mr. Bethe: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 

        CENTRAL REGION DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
       PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES 



TALKEETNA AIRPORT IMPROVEMENTS 
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND PUBLIC HEARING  
APRIL 20, 2006 
Page 2 
 

“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
Enclosures: Talkeetna Airport Improvements, Draft Environmental Assessment 
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

 
 

Mr. John Duffy 
Mat-Su Borough Planning Department 
350 E. Dahlia Avenue 
Palmer, AK 99645-6488 
 
Dear Mr. Duffy: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 

        CENTRAL REGION DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
       PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

 
Mr. Mark Eberlein 
Regional Environmental Officer, FEMA Region 10 
130 228th St SW 
Bothel, WA 98021 
 
Dear Mr. Eberlein: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 

        CENTRAL REGION DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
       PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
Enclosures: Talkeetna Airport Improvements, Draft Environmental Assessment 
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

 
Mr. Greg Gooddale 
Mat-Su Borough Public Works 
350 E. Dahlia Avenue 
Palmer, AK 99645-6488 
 
Dear Mr. Gooddale: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 

        CENTRAL REGION DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
       PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

 
Mr. Don Shiesl 
Mat-Su Borough--Public Works Director 
350 E. Dahlia Avenue 
Palmer, AK 99645-6488 
 
Dear Mr. Shiesl: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 

        CENTRAL REGION DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
       PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
Enclosures: Talkeetna Airport Improvements, Draft Environmental Assessment 
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

 
Ms. Jeanne Hanson 
NOAA Fisheries 
222 W 7th Avenue, #43 
Anchorage, AK 99513-7577 
 
Dear Ms. Hanson: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport. The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian.  The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 

        CENTRAL REGION DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
       PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
Enclosures: Talkeetna Airport Improvements, Draft Environmental Assessment 
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

 
Ms. Mary Hanson 
Bureau of Land Management 
6881 Abbott Loop Road 
Anchorage, AK 95507-2599 
 
Dear Ms. Hanson: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 

        CENTRAL REGION DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
       PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
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TALKEETNA AIRPORT IMPROVEMENTS 
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND PUBLIC HEARING  
APRIL 20, 2006 
Page 2 
 

“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

 
Mr. Chuck Braun 
Mat-Su Borough 
350 E. Dahlia Ave. 
Palmer, AK 99646-6488 
 
Dear Mr. Braun: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport. The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian.  The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 

        CENTRAL REGION DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
       PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

 
Ms. Barbara Hotchkins 
Alaska Railroad Corporation 
P.O.Box 107500 
Anchorage, AK 99510-7500 
 
Dear Ms. Hotchkins: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 
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       PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

 
Mr. William Ashton 
Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation  
555 Cordova Street  
Anchorage, AK  99501 
 
 
Dear Mr. Ashton; 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 
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       PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
Enclosures: Talkeetna Airport Improvements, Draft Environmental Assessment 
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

 
Mr. Ken Hudson 
Mat-Su Borough Coastal Program 
350 E. Dalia Ave. 
Palmer, AK 99645-6488 
 
Dear Mr. Hudson: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
Enclosures: Talkeetna Airport Improvements, Draft Environmental Assessment 
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

Mr. Steve Duncan 
U.S. EPA, Alaska Operations Office 
222 W. Seventh Ave, Box 19 
Anchorage, AK 99513-7588 
 
Dear Mr. Duncan: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
Enclosures: Talkeetna Airport Improvements, Draft Environmental Assessment 
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 

Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

 
 
Mr. Bill Keller 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Regulatory Branch 
P.O. Box 6898  
Elmendorf, AK 99506-6898 
 
Dear Mr. Keller: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 

        CENTRAL REGION DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
       PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES 



TALKEETNA AIRPORT IMPROVEMENTS 
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND PUBLIC HEARING  
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
Enclosures: Talkeetna Airport Improvements, Draft Environmental Assessment 
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

 
Mr. Skip Joy 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
P.O. Box 6898 
Elmendorf AFB, AK 99506-6898 
 
Dear Mr. Joy: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 

        CENTRAL REGION DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
       PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
Enclosures: Talkeetna Airport Improvements, Draft Environmental Assessment 
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

 
Mr. Harlan Legare 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
P.O. Box 6898 
Elmendorf AFB, AK 99506-6898 
 
Dear Mr. Legare: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport. The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian.  The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 

        CENTRAL REGION DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
       PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

Librarian 
Talkeetna Public Library 
P.O. Box 786 
Talkeetna, AK 99676 
 
Dear Talkeetna Public Library: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 

        CENTRAL REGION DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
       PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
Enclosures: Talkeetna Airport Improvements, Draft Environmental Assessment 
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

 
Postmaster 
Talkeetna Post Office 
none 
Talkeetna, AK 99676 
 
Dear Postmaster: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 

        CENTRAL REGION DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
       PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

 
Mr. John Lovett 
Federal Aviation Administration, Airports Division 
222 West 7th Ave., #14 
Anchorage, AK 99513 
 
Dear Mr. Lovett: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 

        CENTRAL REGION DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
       PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
Enclosures: Talkeetna Airport Improvements, Draft Environmental Assessment 
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

Ms. Judith Bittner 
State Historic Preservation Officer, Dept. of Natural Resources 
550 West  7th Ave., Suite 1310 
Anchorage, AK 99501-3565 
 
Dear Ms. Bittner: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport. The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian.  The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 

        CENTRAL REGION DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
       PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
Enclosures: Talkeetna Airport Improvements, Draft Environmental Assessment 
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

Librarian 
Wasilla Public Library 
391 N. Main St. 
Wasilla, AK 99654 
 
Dear Librarian: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 

        CENTRAL REGION DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
       PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
Enclosures: Talkeetna Airport Improvements, Draft Environmental Assessment 
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

 
 

Mr. Kirk McGee 
Vice President, Land Office/Real Estate, Cook Inlet Region, Inc. 
P.O Box 93330 
Anchorage, AK 99509-3330 
 
Dear Mr. McGee: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport. The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian.  The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 

        CENTRAL REGION DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
       PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

 
 

Ms. Christy Miller 
Alaska Dept. of Community and Economic Development 
333 W 4th Avenue, Suite 319 
Anchorage, AK 99508-4302 
 
Dear Ms. Miller: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 
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       PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

 
Mr. Daryl Miller 
National Park Service, Talkeetna Ranger Station 
P.O. Box 588 
Talkeetna, AK 99676 
 
Dear Mr. Miller: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
Enclosures: Talkeetna Airport Improvements, Draft Environmental Assessment 
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 

Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

Librarian 
Anchorage Lousacc Library 
3600 Denali St.  
Anchorage, AK 99503-6093 
 
Dear Librarian: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
Enclosures: Talkeetna Airport Improvements, Draft Environmental Assessment 
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 

Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

Ms. Christine Ballard 
Alaska DNR, Office of Management and Permitting 
550 West 7th Ave, Suite 1050 
Anchorage, AK 99501-3565 
 
Dear Ms. Ballard: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
Enclosures: Talkeetna Airport Improvements, Draft Environmental Assessment 
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

 
Ms. Dorothy Cook 
President, Village of Eklutna 
26339 Eklutna Village Road 
Chugiak, AK 99567 
 
Dear Ms. Cook: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
Enclosures: Talkeetna Airport Improvements, Draft Environmental Assessment 
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

Ms. Shirley Gammon 
National Resource Conservation Service 
949 E 36th Avenue, Suite 400 
Anchorage, AK 99508-4302 
 
Dear Ms. Gammon: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

Ms. Ann Rappoport 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
605 West Fourth Avenue, Room G-61 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
 
Dear Ms. Rappoport: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport. The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian.  The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
Enclosures: Talkeetna Airport Improvements, Draft Environmental Assessment 
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

 
 

Mr. Paul Anderson 
National Park Service,  
Denali National Park P.O. Box9 
Denali Park, AK 99755 
 
Dear Mr. Anderson.: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
Enclosures: Talkeetna Airport Improvements, Draft Environmental Assessment 
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 

 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

 
 

Ms. Carol Theodore 
President, Knik Tribe 
PO Box 871565 
Wasilla, AK 99687 
 
Dear Ms. Theodore: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
Enclosures: Talkeetna Airport Improvements, Draft Environmental Assessment 
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

 
 

Mr. Mike Sullivan 
Alaska DNR, Mining, Land, and Water 
550 W. 7th Ave., Suite 900C 
Anchorage, AK 99501-3577 
 
Dear Mr. Sullivan: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 
 



“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

 
 

Mr. Mike Tranel 
National Park Service 
240 W. 5th Ave. 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
 
Dear Mr. Tranel: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 

        CENTRAL REGION DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
       PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
Enclosures: Talkeetna Airport Improvements, Draft Environmental Assessment 
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 
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April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

Mr. Bob Norton 
DOT&PF Leasing 
P.O. Box 196900 
Anchorage, AK 99519 
 
Dear Mr. Norton: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 

        CENTRAL REGION DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
       PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 
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April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

 
 

Ms. Ruth Wood 
Talkeetna Community Council 
P.O. Box 608 
Talkeetna, AK 99676 
 
Dear Ms. Wood: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 

        CENTRAL REGION DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
       PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
Enclosures: Talkeetna Airport Improvements, Draft Environmental Assessment 
  
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 
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April 20, 2006 
 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660 
 
 

     Re: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Public Hearing 

 
 

Ms. Susan Dickenson 
Mat-Su Borough 
350 E. Dahlia Ave.  
Palmer AK 99645-6488 
 
Dear Ms. Dickenson: 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The project is 
located in Township 26 North, Range 4 West, Sections 19 and 30 of the Seward Meridian. The 
proposed project would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation 
support uses, new general aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a 
designated heliport, security fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the 
existing access road, and a new path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be 
programmed for construction after approval of the environmental document. 
 
The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, 
and environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and 
objectives of such local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna.  
 
Copies of the draft EA are available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public 
libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and 
at: www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 
 

FRANK MURKOWSKI, 
GOVERNOR 

    4111 AVIATION DRIVE 
   P.O. BOX 196900 
  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6900 
 (FAX) 243-6927 – TDD 269-0473 
(907) 269-0528 or (907) 269-0542 

        CENTRAL REGION DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
       PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES 
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“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.” 
  

 

 
Written comments will be accepted at the address above until May 30, 2006.   
 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF 
Project Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
  
 
 
cc:  Don Baxter, P.E. ADOT&PF 
  John Lovett, P.E. FAA Project Manager 
  Eric Cutbirth, P.E. CH2M HILL 
 



Project Purpose
The purpose of the Talkeetna Airport 
Improvements project is to enhance 
safety, to satisfy current and forecast 
demand for airport facilities, and 
to improve the efficiency of airport 
operations. 

The Proposed Action consists of 
projects prioritized by the Alaska 
Department of Transportation and 
Public Facilities (ADOT&PF) to meet 
current and forecast demand through 
2008. Other projects recommended 
for implementation by 2015 in the 
revised Master Plan are assessed 
for cumulative impact but are not 
considered part of the Proposed 
Action. Any future need to implement 
these projects would be the subject 
of separate National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA), permitting, and 
other approval processes. 

What is the Proposed 
Action?
The following improvements 
comprise the Proposed Action, as 
illustrated in the figure (right):

•	 Construct new apron with eight 
additional lease lots for use by 
commercial and general aviation 
(GA) tenants of the airport to 
satisfy existing and forecast 
demand for lease lots.

•	 Construct new GA and transient 
aircraft parking aprons to satisfy 
existing and forecast demand for 
aircraft parking.

•	 Construct automobile parking 
spaces to satisfy existing and 
forecast demand for automobile 
parking.

•	 Relocate the existing helicopter 
parking area and establish a 
designated heliport in compliance 
with FAA design standards to 
separate fixed wing and rotary 
aircraft, thus enhancing airport 
safety.

•	 Install security fence around 
western perimeter portions of 
the airport to minimize trespass 
incursions by pedestrians and 
domestic animals and to segregate 
aircraft operational areas from 
public areas to enhance public 
and airport safety.

•	 Provide an access road from 
Second Avenue to the new lease 
lots, GA apron, and new heliport. 
Pave the existing access road 
to the existing apron and lease 
lots to improve maintenance and 
operations, decrease dust, and 
improve drainage.

•	 Provide a pedestrian safety path 
to improve public and airport 
safety. 

Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) 
and Public Hearing—Talkeetna Airport Improvements

TB042006001ANC

The Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared to disclose 
any environmental effects that would result from the Proposed Action. 
Key environmental issues associated with elements of the Proposed Action 
include floodplains, wetlands, and temporary disruption from construction 
activity and noise. Section 5, of the Draft EA Environmental Consequences, 
describes the effects of the project and mitigation proposed to compensate 
for any impacts.

Proposed Action - 2008
Talkeetna Airport
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Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental 
Assessment (EA) and Public Hearing

Individuals with a hearing impairment can contact ADOT&PF at the 
Telephone Device for the Deaf (TDD) number, 269-0473. We are also 
able to offer, upon request, reasonable accommodations for special 
needs related to disabilities.

Talkeetna Airport Improvements
Project Number: 54660

Public Hearing
May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM  

(Open House format with presentation at 7 PM,  
opportunity for formal testimony to follow)

Talkeetna Elementary School,  
13798 E. Veteran’s Way

Written comments on the Draft EA will be accepted at the address below 
until 4 PM, May 30, 2006. These comments will be considered by the 
FAA before they sign a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI). 

Jerry O. Ruehle, Regional Environmental Coordinator,  
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities,  

P.O. Box 196900, Anchorage, AK 99519-6900.

The Draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates 
the probable economic, social, and environmental effects of the 
Proposed Action and its consistency with the goals and objectives 
of such local planning as has been carried out by the community 
of Talkeetna. 

Copies of the Draft EA are available for public review in the 
Talkeetna and Wasilla public libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac 
Library and ADOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and at: 
www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml.

To obtain a copy of the Draft EA or for additional information 
contact Don Baxter, ADOT&PF Project Manager at (907) 269‑0610 
or by e‑mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us.

B
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Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental Assessment and Public Hearing 
Talkeetna Airport Improvements 
State Project No. 54660/Federal Project No. 3-02-0287-0409 
 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has prepared a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements at the Talkeetna Airport.  The proposed project 
would include construction of a new apron with eight lease lots for aviation support uses, new general 
aviation and transient aircraft parking aprons, automobile parking, a designated heliport, security 
fencing, an access road from Second Avenue, improvement of the existing access road, and a new 
path for pedestrian safety.  These improvements will be programmed for construction after approval 
of the environmental document. 

The draft EA describes the alternatives considered and evaluates the probable economic, social, and 
environmental effects of the proposed action and its consistency with the goals and objectives of such 
local planning as has been carried out by the community of Talkeetna. Copies of the draft EA are 
available for public review in the Talkeetna and Wasilla public libraries, in Anchorage at the Loussac 
Library and DOT&PF office at 4111 Aviation Avenue and at: 
www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/index.shtml 
 
A Public Hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 6 to 9 PM 
(presentation at 7 PM) at Talkeetna Elementary School, 13798 E. Veteran’s Way, Talkeetna, AK. 

Written comments will be accepted at the address below until May 30, 2006.   
Jerry O. Ruehle 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
Preliminary Design and Environmental 
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 
P.O. Box 196900 Anchorage, AK 99519-6900 
To obtain a copy of the draft EA or for additional information contact Don Baxter, DOT&PF Project 
Manager at (907) 269-0610 or by e-mail at don_baxter@dot.state.ak.us. 
Individuals with a hearing impairment can contact DOT&PF at the Telephone Device for the Deaf (TDD) number, 
269-0473. We are also able to offer, upon request, reasonable accommodations for special needs related to 
disabilities. 
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