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Agency Coordination

Agency Pre-Applzcatton/Scopmg Meetmg Coordmatwn e o

Letter from DOT&PF to Agencles mallmg list initiating the agency scopmg process

and announcing agency scoping meeting.
Newspaper advertisement (proof of publication) from Anchorage Daily News
Agency Meeting Notes

FederalAgenczes G

Letter from USFWS to DOT&PF regardmg concurrence concerning T&E species
under USFW jurisdiction.

Letter from NMFS to DOT&PF regarding concurrence concerning T&E species
under NMFS jurisdiction.

Letter from USACE to DOT&PF regarding comments on the Draft EA.

Email Record between Dan Golden of DOT&PF and Shannon Hansen of POA
regarding comments on the Draft EA.

: State A genaes

Email Record between SaIly Boggs of HDR and T1m Srmth of ADNR OHA
regarding archeological surveys near Takotna.

Telephone Conversation Record between Saily Boggs of HDR and Mac McLean
of ADF&G regarding fish resources near Takotna.

Telephone Conversation Record between Sally Boggs of HDR and Doug Moulinoux
of Bethel ADF&G regarding fisheries concerns near Takotna.
Letter from Jerry Ruehle to Christine Ballard regarding availability of the Draft EA.
Email Record between Jerry O Ruehle and Dan Golden of DOT&PF and Christine
Ballard of DNR OPMP regarding no coastal consistency review needed.
Email Record between Dan Golden of DOT&PF and Nancy Thlenfeldt of ADNR-
OHM&P regarding Fish Habitat Permit.

Email Record between Jerry O Ruehle of DOT&PF and Kara More of ADNR
regarding materials sites.

Email Record between Jerry O Ruehle of DOT&PF and Kara More of ADNR
tegarding the MOA on Iditarod Trail.

Local Nattve and Other Orgamzatlons a

Fax from the John Florey of VSW to Andra Love of HDR regardmg proposed
sewage lagoon.

Letter from DOT&PF to Native Organizations Mailing List initiating Tribal
consultation.

Telephone Conversation Record between Sally Morsell of HDR and John Florey
of VSW regarding proposed sewage lagoon.

Letter from the Takotna Community Association Inc. to the Honorable Ted
Stevens, U.S. Senate.

Date Recezved

April 25, 2002
April 29, 2002
May 13, 2002

" Date Received
July 17, 2002

July 18, 2002
May 2, 2007

July 23, 2007

- Date Received

August 13, 1999
June 17, 2000

June 19, 2000
March 30, 2007

April 3, 2007
April 17, 2007
April 19, 2007

April 19, 2007

E "Dat;'e: Eé:eéivéd

April 22,2002
June 4, 2002
July 29, 2002

November 1, 2005



Public Coordination

ptember 19, 2000
Takotna Phase I Public Meeting Poster September 25, 2000
Takotna Phase I Public Meeting Notes, Attendees List, and Comment Sheets September 26, 2000
Takotna Iditarod Site Visit Report. Summary of communication with HDR and

Takotna community members, local air service providers, and Iditarod

volunteers March 12,2002
Project Newsletter (announcing second public scoping meeting) April 2002
Opportunity for Public Hearing Newspaper Advertisements March & April 2007



STATE OF ALASKA /.

P.O. BOX 196900

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES (‘TADI\;?’Z-IC%R&?% ALASKA 99519-6900

CENTRAL REGION - PLANNING /  (907) 269-0520  (FAX 265-0621)

April 26, 2002

Karlee Gaskill

Resource Assessment i
DNR/ Land, Mining, and Water
3601 C Street, Suite 1080
Anchorage, AK 99503-5937

-Subject: Takotna AirpottMaster Plan S
Agency: Scoping Meeting :

Déar Ms. Gaskill:

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and the Alaska Department of Transportation and
Public Facilities (ADOT&PF) are planning needed improvements fo the airport at Takotna,
Alaska. The purpose of this project is to bring the airport into compliance with cnrrent FAA 'and
ADOT&PF recommendations and standards and prepare a strategy for meeting the community’s
long-term aviation needs.

Project Background
The existing Takotna Airport is sitnated on a hillside and does not meet current FAA or state
recommendations and standards. During the Phase I process, existing airport facilities were
inventoried, issues affécting airport development were analyzed, a twenty-year aviation forecast
was prepared, and airport improvement alternatives were identified. A public meeting was held
in Takotna on September 25, 2000 to present the alternatives in the Phase I Report. ADOT&PF,
supported by comimunity input, has selected one build alterative and the no-build alternative to
evaluate in the Environmental Assessment.

The village of Takotna is located in Interior Alaska on the north bank of the Takotna River in the
Kilbuck-Kuskokwim Mountains (Figure 1). It is approximately 17 air miles west of McGrath and
385 air miles northwest of Anchorage at 62° 59° N Latitude, 156° 04 W Longitude (Sec. 35,
T034N, R036W, Seward Meridian, USGS Quadrangle Iditarod D-1). Takotna is located near the
Iditarod National Historic Trail (INHT) and is also a checkpoint for the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog
Race.

The only year-round access to the village of Takotna (Figure 2) is via its community class airport.

Auviation forecasts are presented in the Phase I Report (USKH 2000). These forecasts, FAA
recommendations, and State of Alaska Aviation System Plan (AASP) guidelines were used fo
develop proposed facility improvements that would be required to meet current and fiture
demand (Table 1).




Takotna Airport

Page 2
Table 1 — Existing Conditions and Proposed Improvements for Takotna Airport
Design Element Existing Proposed Improvements
Primary Runway (06/24) Length | 1,717 ft 4,000 ft
Primary Runway (06/24) Width | 65 fi' 75 £t
Shoulders: 10 ft
Runway Surface Gravel Crushed Aggregate Base
Course
RSA Length Beyond Runway 24: 170 £ 240 ft
06: 100 ft
RSA Width 100 it 120 ft
OFA Length (beyond nnway 24: 170 & 240 ft
end) 06: 100 ft
OFA Width 65 ft 400 f
RPZ Not maintained Inner width: 500 ft
Outer Width: 700 ft
Length: 1,000 £
1 Building Restriction Line (BRL) | None 330 f
-Taxiway-Widih None 25-8
Taxiway Safety Area Width None 49 fi
Taxiway OFA Width None 89 fi
Taxilane OFA Width | None 79 ft _
Lighting ) None MIRL, MITL, rotating beacon
Navaids None Windsock in segmented circle
Apron ‘ Widened portion of umway | 200 ft by 300 ft
60,000 f*
Aviation Support Area None 100 ft by 200 £t
_ 20,000 ft*
Maintenance & Operations Pad | None 100 feby 70 £t
7,000
Equipment Building None M&O Building
Service Access Road to village Road to village

Four build alternatives were considered during the initial phase of the project-(see Phase I Report,
USKH 2000). Three of the alternatives were dismissed after thorough consideration of their
feasibility.

Tmproving the existing airport (Alternative A) was not feasible becanse the existing facility is
located on a hill with unpredictable winds and obstructions to the north and west. Improving the
airport in the current location would not solve these problems, and would require the placement
of excessive fill before the runway could be expanded.

Relocating the airport south of the village across the Takotna River (Alternative B) was not
considered feasible because of the cost and environmental impacts associated with the project.
Alternative B would cost significantly more than the other alternatives (see Phase 1 Report,
USKH 2000). Alternative B would also impact an area of open water wetland.
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Use of the existing landing strip at Tatalina Air Force Station (Alternative D) is not a feasible
alternative due to access issues. The U.S. Air Force has not responded to ADOT&PF inquiries
about using the landing strip.

The two alternatives being considered in the environmental assessment phase are:

Alternative C. Relocate the airport to a new location about 0.8 miles east of the village.
Alternative E. No action.

The community and ADOT&PF support alternative C. It would involve constructing a new
airport about 0.8 miles east of the village (Figure 1 & 2). A new runway would be aligned
approximately 05/23, parallel with prevailing winds as described by pilots and residents. A.0.8-
mile airport access road would be constructed from existing roads at the eastern limits of the
village to the new apron, as well as 0.8 miles of power line extension for airport lighting.

The new runway would be 4,000 feet by 75 feet within a safety area 4,480 feet by 120 feet.
Although there is no FAA standard for apron size, the AASP guidelines for commumity class
airports recommend a minimum apron size of 200 by 300 feet (60,000 f*). There will be an
© - aviation suppott atéa 100 by 200 feet (20,000 fi’) and a muintenance and operations pad

-——————pproximately-100-by-70-feet-(7;,000-f2) contiguous-to-the-apron—Currently;-there-is-no-taxiway:
at the Takotna Airport. The standards recommend that an apron be separated from the nmway by
a 25-foot wide by approximately 200-foot long taxiway.

The build alternative would have lighting that meets AASP recommendations. This would
include radio-controlled MIRL and MITL, reflective cones, threshold panels, a rotating beacon,
and a lighted windsock and segmented circle. There would also be a supplemental unlighted
wind cone. A 24 by 46 foot unheated airport snow removal and equipment storage building
would be constructed adjacent to the aviation support area. Fuel for snow removal equipment
would be stored in a double-walled skid-mounted tank with a capacity of 500 gallons. No fuel for
aircraft use would be stored in the equipment storage building.

Culverts would be installed where needed to maintain existing drainage patterns along the access
road and runway.

No material sites have been identified at this time. It is assumed that the borrow required for this
project will come from excess material within the project slope limits, or from an existing public
or private material site. If the contractor decides to develop a new noncommercial private
material site, the contractor is required (by our contract) to obtain all necessary state, federal and
local permits and approvals, including and reclamation plan for Alaska Department of Natural
Resources approval per AS 27.19 Reclamation.

Agency Scoping Meeting

With this letter, ADOT&PF would like to initiate agency scoping for this project. We would
appreciate your input on the project to ensure that the environmental document covers important
issues. The proposed airport improvements are described in detail in a report titled “Takotna
Airport Master Plan Phase I Report.” If you would like copies of this report, please let us know.
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You are invited to an agency scoping meeting to provide any concerns or issues your agency
might have with the proposed project. The meeting is scheduled for:

10:00 a.m. Monday May 13, 2002
CIRI Building--4th Floor Conference Room
2525 C Street Anchorage

In addition to identifying any concerns or issues your agency might have with the proposed
project, the following information is requested:

Please let us know of existing or proposed land use plans and any land use objectives that may
conflict with the proposed project.

Agency comments are important to understanding the scope of the environmental and permitting
effort. You can return comments to me by regular mail at P.O. Box 196900, Anchorage AK
99519, by e-mail to mark mayo@dot.state.ak.us, or by fax to 269-0521. I would appreciate
recejving your comments by June 13, 2002.

— . Preliminary-researchresults-are-included-in-Appendix-A-

1 look forward to seeing you at the Agency Scoping Meeting. If you have any questions, please
feel free to call me at 269-0519 or Sally Morsell, HDR Scientist, at 274-2000.

Sincerely,

Ui Uk

Mark Mayo
ADOT&PF Project Manager

Enclosures:  Figures 1 &2
Appendix A

cc: Rae Deley, Environmental Analyst, ADOT&PF PD&E
Sally Morsell, HDR. Alaska, Inc.
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Agency Name Title Address city state Zip
U.S. Army Corps of _ |Regulatory 99506~
Engineers - Eevin Morgan [Branch P.0. Box 898 | Anchorage|AK 0898
: Alaska
U.S. Environmental Operations 222 W. 7th 99513-
Protection Agency Ted Rockwell [Office Avenue, #19 | Anchorage|AK 7588
U. 8. Fish & Wildlife [Ann 605 W. 4th 99501-
Service Rappoport Ave,, R, G-62 {Anchorage JAK 2231
National Marine Western AK 222 W. Tth . 99513~
Fisheries Service " {Yeanne Hanson|Office Supervisor]Ave., #43 Anchorage |AK 7577
Alagka Dept. of Fish & |[Wayne - Permits 333 Raspberry 99518-
(Game - Dolezal Supervisor Road Anchorage |AK 1599
State Historic .

DNR/Office of History Preservation  [550 W. 7th 90501-
and Archaeology Judith Bittner |Officer Ave., Suite 1310} Anchorage JAK 3565
DNR/ Land, Mining, Resource 3601 C Street, 99503
and Water Karlee Gaskill jAssessment Suite 1080 Anchorage |AK 5937
Department of '
Environmental Environmental [P.0. Box
Conservation Alan Wien  |Specialist 871064 " [Wasilla  |AK 99687
Burean of Land 22ZW. Ttk Ave.

Robert King |Archeologist  {Unit 13 Anchorage AR 99513

Management
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APPENDIX A

Preliminary Research Results

Coniaminated Sites, Spills and Underground Storage Tanks: The Alaska Department of
Environmental Conservation (ADEC) reports that no spills have been recorded at Takotna, the

Takotna Airport, or the new airport location. Although proposed work at this location could
include some ground disturbing activities, contamination is not expected to be encountered.

Aﬁadromous Fish Streams: Although this project does not involve impacts to any waterways, .
a search. of the Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) Catalog of Waters important
to the Spawning, Rearing or Migration of Anadromous Fishes lists major anadromous fish

- streams in the project area as: :

e Takotna River # 335-30-16600-2255

The ADF&G reports that sculpin, whitefish, grayling, burbot, pike, sucker, lamprey, coho,
chinook, and chums are present in the Takotna River. :

State Refuges, Critical Habitat Areas and Sanctuaries: A review of the ADF&G publication
State of Alaska Refuges, Critical Habitat Areas, and Sanctuaries found that there are no State
Refuges, Critical Habitat Areas, or Sanctuaries in the project vicinity.

Land Use Plans: There are no known community comprehensive plans for Takotna. There is
a Village Safe Water, 1998, “Community Water, Sewer, and Solid Waste Feasibility Study” and
a Bureau of Land Management, 1986, “The Iditarod National Historic Trail, Seward to Nome
Route: A Comprehensive Management Plan.” Future sewer facilities and impacts to the Historic
Iditarod Trail will be addressed in the EA.

State Parks: The proposed project components are not near any state parks.

Historical, Archeological, and Cultnral Properties: The Alaska Heritage Resources Survey,
(meeting with State Historic Preservation Office on 4/17/02) indicates that there are no historic -

properties in the project area. Although two native allotments across the river (south) of Takoina
have been surveyed, no cultural survey of the project area has been conducted. The proposed
airport site is in the vicinity of the National Historic Iditarod Trail. The trail rums along the north
side of the Takotna River floodplain and through the community itself. The trail is recorded with
the State as a public right of way but with the Bureau of Land Management as a National
Historic Trail under the National Trails System Act, Public Law 90-543 of October 2, 1968.

Public Law 95-625 (The National Parks and Recreation Act) specifically named the Iditarod trail
as a National Historic Trail. East of the village and north of the proposed access road, isa -
gravesite of unknown age. During the meeting on 4/17/02, the State Historic Preservation Office
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recommended a survey of the access road alignment, which connects to the east end of the
village. Section 106 and Section 110 Consultation will likely be required.

o Coastal Zone Management: A review of the Coastal Zone Boundaries atlas found that the
proposed project is not within a coastal zone management district.

» Navigability: The project will not impact any navigable waters. The Takotna River is navigable
but will not be impacted by the project.

¢ Flood Plain Management., and Wetlands: The proposed project is not within a mapped -
floodplain and no Floodplain Permit is expected to be needed. Wetlands have been mapped at
the relocation site. The wetland types mapped in the project area include forested, scrub-shrub,
shrub-sedge, emergent vegetation, and open water ponds. The proposed project will impact
wetlands and, an application for a Department of the Army Permit will be submitted to the Corps
of Engineers.

'« Threatened and Endangered Species: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) indicates

that Takotna is not within the breeding range of any threatened and endangered species. No
surveys have been conducted in the area and USFWS expects the project would exert minimal
impact on endangered species. Therefore, it is unlikely that a formal Section 7 Consultation will
be required.

e [Essential Fish Habitat: Essential Fish Habitat exists in the Takotma River. Hoﬁvever, work
below ordinary high water will not be required to complete this project, therefore an Essential
Fish Habitat Assessment will not be necessary.

s National Wildlife Refuges and Wetlands: The USFWS web site has been visited to determine
if National Wildlife Refuges exist in the proposed project area. The web site indicates that there
are none.

e Eagles: Bald eagles do visit the Takotna area and perch in trees along the Takotna River.
Residents report that they nest approximately 10 to 20 miles up river. The USFWS has done no
surveys in the Takotna area nor have any bald eagle nests been recorded. Although eagles are
not considered endangered or threatened under the Endangered Species Act in the State of
Alaska, they still benefit from the protection of the Bald Eagle Protection Act and the Migratory
Bird Treaty Act. The contractor will be responsible for monitoring for bald eagle nests during
construction.
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Public & Agency Scoping Meeting Note

Ll

'

Date May 13,2002 10:00 am,

Location 4® Floor Conference Room, CIRI Building, Anchorage

Subfect Takotna Airport Master Plan
Attendees
Sally Morsell(FHIDR) . | Mike Zaidlicz (BLM) Rae De Ley (DOTEPE)

Brandy Prosser (HDR)- | Mark Mayo (DOT&PF)
Jason Wenger (HDR) Brian Elliott (DOT&PF)
Leslie Robbins (HDR) Gabriel Mahns (FAA)

Meeting Duration: appraximately 45 minnies
MEETING AGENDA

A. Tiroductions (S. Morsell)
B. Description of Alternafives.
a. Alternative A~ improve in existing Jocation
b. Alternative B — build new airport across the Takotna River
. Alisrnative C — build new atrport east of Takoina
4. Alternative D — nse the Tataling AFS munway
e. Alternative E—no build
C. Projest Description (J. Wenger)
Discussed the enginesring standpoint for the preforred alternative (C)
) Discuossed Iditarod trails and drainage issues
D. NEFPA Process
a. Envirommental Assessment ]
b. Issnes: wetlands, wildlife, land use, cultural resources.
i." 8. Mossell said there is one identified gravesite
{although the community is not 2 traditional native village)
ii. SHPO asked for an additional survey to ensure no more gravesites exist
E. Questiops and Comrments
F. Meeting Close.

ISSUES DISCUSSED BY REPRESENTED AGENCIES

Mike Zaidlicz (BLM) had the following concerns and questions:

» Will the airport be fenced?
(8. Morsell: Generally, rural airports are not fenced)
(M. Mayo: A fence would be put in if necessary)

5= BLM will be going to Takotua this suramer.

¥ What's the construction schedule?
(M. Mayo: optimistically 3-5 years from now)

¥ The width of the mmway is pretly narzow at 75 feet.




- e

‘What will happen to the old runway?

(1. Mayo: probably be abandoned; DOT might hold on to it)
What about a borrow source? .

(7. Wenger: we haven’t located a borrow source yet)
Has COE been contacted?

" (8. Morsell: yes)

1 don’t think the Iditarod irail will be that big of an issue. The issue is reconfiguring easement/ROW. The
trail has moved over the years, especially due to the river,
No federal finds can be used for acquisition of the Iditarod ROW.
Cosi? :

(M. Mayo: $3-10 million)

YY ¥ ¥ VvV ¥

- Gabriel Mahng (FAA) asked about the project schedule.
(8. Morselk: hoping to have an EA drafted for agency review mid-summer {July])
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Tlnited States Department of the Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service
Faitbanks Fish and Wildlife Office
101 12th Ave., Box 1%, Room 110
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
July 8, 2002

REGEIVED
noT % o/F PLANNING

M. Mark Mayo

Alaskh Department of Transportation ) SUL 17 2002
Central Region, Planning Divisivn '

Anchorage, AK. 99519-6960 ANGHURAGE, ALASKA

SeeTe ot TSI Tmem sememn ot 0 Tt - Re: TeRGmA Affport EXpuansion
Dicar Mr. Mayo:

This responds 1o your request for a list of endangered and thresened species and cxitical hatbitats
pursaart to section 7 of the Bndangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (Act). This
information ig being provided for the proposed 4000' runway end cortcgponding airport
improvements, The proposed pro_;ect would take place approximately 0.8 miles east of the
Village of Takona.

No listed specios occur in the project area and thers is no designated or proposed critical habitat
in the vicinity of the proposed projest, Therefore, the Service concludes that this project is not
likely to adversely impact listed species. Preparation of a Biological Assessment or further
cohsultation ynder section 7 of the Act regarding this project is not necessary.

T]ns letter applies only to ehdangered and threatened species under our jurisdiction. It does not
preclude the need to comply with other enmonmeufz] lepistativn or regulauons such as the

Clean Water Act.

T Thank You for YoUT Cooperatich It TSN Our Jont Fespo: "“h.ﬁbﬂiﬁes A TES Aot T younced
further assistance, plcase contact Jonathan Priday at (907) 456-0495.

Sincerely,

C}wﬁl Bennelt
Acting Field Supervisor
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF GOMMERC
‘Nationzal Oceanic and Atmospheric Adiministration

National Manne Fisherias Servics
RO, Box 21668
Jurreau, Alaska 99802-1668

July 5, 2003

Mark Mayo

Projeact Menagsr

State of Alaska

Department of Transportation

and Public Facilities .

4111 Aviation Avernue Re: Takotna Alrport Master Plan
?.0. Box 196900 ' :
anchorage, Alaskz 99519

Dear Mr. Mayo:

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Department of
Transportat:.on and Public Facilities {DOT&PF) letter
concerning the Takotna Alrport Master Plan. DOTERF is seeking
National Marine Fisheries (MFS) concurrence with its
evalvation concerning threatened and endangered species {T&E)
wnder MMEFS Jurlsdiction. DOTEPF is correcb in its assessment
that no T&E species imder WMFE jurisdiction are found in the
‘pakotpa avea. We mnderstand that exlsting plens for
construction of the Takoeina Airport do anot include =ny
development in anadromous fish streams. Therefore, a
Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) consultation is not necessarv.
We request zn opportunity to review EFH resource issuves if
significant changes occur during the final design stages.

Sinceraly,

MM £z
ames W. lsiger T
m/‘ administrator, A ska Rega.on

Ve

REGEIVED
DOT & F/F PLANNING

JUL 18 202

ANCHORAGE, AUASKA

ALASKA RECION « www.fakenosa gov




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, ALASKA

\ 7, REGULATORY DIVISION
N P.0. BOX 6898
"GPP nerLy 1O ELMENDORF AFB, ALASKA 99506-0898

ATTENTION OF:

MAY -2 2007

Regulatory Division
POA-2002-491-9

Mr. Dan Golden

Alaska Department of Transportation
And Public Facilities

Post Office Box 196900

Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6900

Dear Mr. Golden:

We have reviewed the Draft Environmental Assessment (DEA) for the proposed
Takotna Airport Relocation project. The proposed project is located within
Section 35, T. 34 N., R. 36 W., Seward Meridian; USGS Quad Map Iditarod D-1;
Latitude 62.983°, Longitude -156.066°; near Takotna, Alaska. Your project
identification number is POA-2002-491, Takotna River, which should be referred
to in all correspondence with us.

We appreciate the opportunity to provide comments on the DEA and draft
permit application. As noted in your letter and DEA, the proposed work would
involve the placement of fill material in wetlands associated with the airport
relocation and borrow sites. Accordingly, the work would require Department
of the Army (DA) permit authorization under Section 404 of the Clean Water
Act. :

The Corps appreciates the avoidance and minimization efforts that have
been incorporated into the project planning. After review of the DEA, we have
the following questions/comments that will need to be addressed during our
permit evaluation process:

a. Page 3-6 of the DEA, under “Additional mitigation measures”, indicates
that temporary haul roads, including £ill, would be removed and disturbed
areas would be fertilized and left to revegetate naturally. Would overburden
material be stockpiled and replaced on this footprint to accelerate
revegetation?

b. Page 5-7 of the DEA indicates 27.5 acres for the RPZ would be cleared.
Would this involve mechanized land clearing down through the vegetative root
zones, or clearing above the ground surface with equipment such as a hydro-ax?
TIf the work would involve mechanized land clearing into the vegetative root
zone, this work would need to be included in the DA permit application.

c. Please include average toe-to-toe footprint widths on the cross-section
drawings, and ensure the acreage figures reflect estimated toe-to-toe
footprints.



d. Page 10 of the Wetland Avoidance and Minimization Checklist, part V,
No. 1, reads “Project overburden could be stockpiled for use as topsoil for
revegetation of embankment side slopes. Where feasible, stockpiling will
occur in uplands.” Please clarify that stockpiling and reuse of overburden
would be a project requirement.

e. Regarding seeding and revegetation, what efforts would be made to
ensure regrowth of vegetation native to the area?

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the DEA. You may.
contact me via email at Shannon.R.Hansen@poa02.usace.army.mil, by mail at the
address above, by phone at (907) 753-2712, or toll free from within Alaska at
(800) 478-2712, if you have questions. For additional information about our
Regulatory Program, visit our web site at WWwWw.poa.usace.army.mil/reg.

Sincerely,

Mo Fnaom

Shannon Hansen
Project Manager
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Golden, Daniel T (DOT)

From: Golden, Daniel T (DOT)

Senf:  Monday, July 23, 2007 9:46 AM

To: Hansen, Shannon R POA

Cc: Mayo, Mark D (DOT); morgan_merritt@dot.state.ak.us
Subject: POA-2002-491-9 Takotna Airport Relocation

Hi Shannon,

This email is in response to your May 2, 2007 letter on the subject project's environmental assessment.

a. Regarding the use of overburden: "To the extent practicable, overburden material would be stockpiled and
replaced on the temporary road footprint to accelerate revegetation."

b. Regarding the clearing in the runway protection zones (RPZ}: "Chain saw and hydro-ax would be used for
clearing in the RPZ. Mechanized fand clearing into the vegetative root zone would not occur."

c Regarding the inclusion of toe-to-toe widths on the cross sections: "Cross sections now show the too-to-toe
widths and figures showing acreage now reflect the estimated ioe-to-toe footprints. These will likely be refined
during design prior to submittal to the Corps."

d. Regarding the Wetland Avoidance and Minimization Checklist, part V. 1. which stated "Project overburden
could be stockpiled for use as topsoil for revegetation...": The checklist has been updated to read ""Project

overburden would be stockpiled for use as topsoil for revegetation of embankment side slopes to the extent
practicable."

e. Regarding seeding and revegetation, what efforts would be made to ensure regrowth of vegetation native to
the area? "Consultation with the Alaska Plant Materials Center (APMC) wouid occur. To control erosion and
sedimentation the slopes of the new bypass road, apron, and safety area will be planted with species
recommended by the APMC. Temporary erosion control measures, including wood excelsior mats, straw bales,
andfor silt fencing will be kept in place until the new plants can bind the soil."

Once again, thank you for taking the time to review the subject document.

DG

10/29/2007






—
GEEHDRING.COM




Telephone Conversation Réeord™

| Project ‘Takotna Airport Project | Project No. . 07072-140

| Tme  4:30 | pate  6717/00

j calito  Sally Bogps 274-2000 | Catfrom  MacMoLean  459-7289
Phone No. ADE&G Phone No.

Discussion, Agreement and/or Action

Mac McLean refurned my call about fish resources in the project area, He reported that only the
main stem of the Takotna River is catalogiied 2s anadromous fish habitat. Chum salmon spawn
in the area and Chinook, coho, Dolly Varden, white fish, and sheefish are migrants. ADF&G are
doing a weir study because of declining runs in the past. Cory Schwanke is the seasonal biologist
who will be there all summer. The weir is tracking the recovery of the runs. The best recovery is
at Fourth of Tuly Creek.

| Mac believes Jan Newton’s report of no fish using the small stream east of town that will be
crossed by the access road. “The information he would need if a fish habitat permit were
necessary for the crossing would be: gradient, stream reach, amount of habitat above the crossing,

approximate bank fisll width, and the D-50 substrate size.




Telephone Conversation Récord ™

| Project Takotna Airport Project | ProjectNo.  07072-140

| e 10:45 am | Bete  6/19/00

| callteDoug Moulinonx . | califom  Sally Boges 274-2000
Bethel ADF&G Phone No. Phone No,

Discussion, Agresment and/or Action

1 called Doug to ask about fisheries concerns near Takotna. He said that there was not much
concern in the project area, There is no (salmon) spawning habitat downsiream of Takoina on the
| Takotna River.
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES

CENTRAL REGION DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION
PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL

March 28, 2007

SARAH PALIN, GOVERNOR

4111 Aviation Drive

P.O. Box 196900

Anchorage, Alaska 99519--6900
(907) 269-0542 Phone

(907) 243-6927 Fax

Re:  Takotna Airport Relocation
Project No. 54916

Christine Ballard

DNR OPMP

550 W 7™ Avenue, Room 705
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3559

Dear Christine,

ement of draft EA

DNR / OPMP
ANCHORAGE

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has received
approval from the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) to release the draft Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the Takotna Airport Relocation project for public and agency review and

comment.

The community of Takotna is located in Interior Alaska on the north bank of the Takotna
River, in the Kilbuck-Kuskokwim Mountains. It is approximately 17 air miles west of
McGrath, 10 air miles northwest of Tatalina, and 385 air miles northwest of Anchorage at 62°
59' N Latitude, 156° 04' W Longitude (Sec. 35, T034N, R036W, Seward Meridian, U.S.
Geological Survey Quadrangle Iditarod D-1, Figure 1). Takotna is on the Iditarod National
Historic Trail (INHT) and is also a checkpoint for the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race.

Project Description (Figure 3.2):

This project, located approximately one mile east of the community, would:

e Construct a new 4,000-foot Jong by 75-foot wide runway, apron and connecting taxiway.

e Construct a 1.1 mile, 24-foot wide, two-lane gravel airport access road.

e Acquire approximately 119 acres for the new runway and associated airport facilities and
2.6 acres for the airport access road from MTNT, Limited (the native corporation of
McGrath, Takotna, Nikolai and Telida).

e Install a single-phase transmission line adjacent to the access road to provide power to the

airport.

e Install radio-controlled medium-intensity runway lighting and medium-intensity taxiway
lighting, a rotating beacon, and a lighted wind cone and segmented circle. Airfield aids
would include a supplemental unlighted wind cone, reflective cones, and threshold

panels.

“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services.”



e Construct a 44-foot by 50-foot heated storage building for airport snow removal
equipment adjacent to the aviation support area.

e Store fuel for snow removal equipment in a double-walled, skid-mounted tank with a
500-gallon capacity.

e Expand an existing material site and develop two new materials sites.

Environmental Consequences Summary: Approximately 429,000 cubic yards (cy) of fill and
surfacing material would be required to construct this project. This amount includes 25,000 cy of
temporary fill for temporary haul routes. The project’s footprint will cover an approximately 104
acre area; including development of material sites (approximately 36.3 acres), the temporary
material site haul routes (approximately 7.9 acres), and clearing within the Runway Protection
Zones (approximately 27.5 acres).

The majority of the new airport would be located in wetlands. Construction of the airport
facilities would permanently fill approximately 34.1 acres of wetland and construction of the
airport access road would fill approximately 5.9 acres of wetland. Construction of the airport and
airport access road, and development of the material sites and temporary roads would impact
segments of the INHT system. The trails have been determined eligible for the National Register
and are also considered section 4(f) property as defined by the Department of Transportation Act
(1966). Impacts would range from vegetative clearing to fill and excavation activities that would
obliterate sections of the trails within the project footprint.

A cultura] site eligible for inclusion in the National Register, including cabin ruins, a trash or
outhouse pit, and a rectangular depression would be impacted upon the development of Material
Site 6.

Mitigation Measures: The proposed road alignment was selected to minimize sidesloping and
the extent and volume of cut and fill areas. Areas of exposed soil and potentially erodible slopes
would be reduced and adverse effects on water quality minimized. Construction would be timed

to avoid sensitive life stages of nesting birds. '

Haul roads from all material sites would be temporary. Material used to build the haul roads
would be removed and disturbed areas reclaimed following completion of construction activities.
At Material Site 6, a 100-foot setback would be maintained between the disturbed areas and the
Takotna River.

Additional mitigation measures include:

e Wetlands were avoided by a thorough analysis of material site locations to determine if
the majority of suitable materials could be obtained from upland locations. Although
adequate suitable material could not be obtained solely from upland sources, only 2.5
acres of the 19.1 acres identified for material extraction is wetland. Another 5.9 acres of
wetlands would be temporarily impacted by construction of haul roads. Material Sites 3
and 6 would be exploited as much as possible to reduce impacts to wetlands in Material
Site 5.

e DOT&PF would provide $20,000 in compensation to the Alaska Wetlands Conservation
Fund for the approximately 40 acres of wetlands impacts.

Proposed mitigation for impacts to identified historic trail segments include:

e Relocation of the affected trail sections.



o Development of an interpretive sign, photography and documentation of the trail
sections.
e Preparation of an Alaska Heritage Resource Survey card.

Comments will be accepted on the draft EA at the address above until April 30, 2007. The draft
EA is available for review at the community office in Takotna, the DOT&PF office in Anchorage
at 4111  Aviation Avenue, on DOT&PF’s  website after Apnl 13
(http://www.dot.alaska.gov/creg/takotna/index.html), or you can request a copy by contacting
Dan Golden, Environmental Team Leader at 269-0537 or via e-mail at
dan_golden@dot.state.ak.us.

Sincerely,

%@W

Jerry O. Ruehle
Environmental Coordinator

Enclosures:  Figure 1 — Location/Vicinity Map
Figure 3.2 — Proposed Action

cc: Dan Golden, Environmental Team Leader, PD&E
Mark Mayo, Project Manager, Planning
Morgan Merritt, P.E., Project Manager, Aviation Design
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From: Mayo, Mark D (DOT) [mailto:mark.mayo@alaska.gov]

Sent: Monday, July 02, 2007 9:20 AM

To: Hippe, Duane

Subject: FW: No Review/ not in Coastal Zone for Takotna Airport Relocation #54916

From: Daniel Golden [mailto:dan_golden@dot.state.ak.us]

Sent: Tuesday, April 03, 2007 11:07 AM

To: 'Pat Oldford'

Cc: Merritt, Morgan (DOT); mark_mayo@dot.state.ak.us

Subject: FW: No Review/ not in Coastal Zone for Takotna Airport Relocation #54916

Hi Pat,
Please file. Thanks.

DG

From: Christine Ballard [mailto:christine_ballard@dnr.state.ak.us]
Sent: Tuesday, April 03, 2007 11:02 AM

To: Jerry O Ruehlie; Dan Golden

Subject: No Review/ not in Coastal Zone for Takotna Airport Relocation

Re: Takotna Airport Relocation

Dear Mr. Ruehle and Mr Golden:

<>The Office of Project Management & Permitting (OPMP) has reviewed the pertinent information
regarding the above referenced project. <>The location of your proposed project; Takotna, Alaska] is not
within the coastal zone boundaries of Alaska. Therefore, a State review for consistency with the Alaska
Coastal Management Program (ACMP) is not required.

<>Nothing in this letter may be construed as excusing you from compliance with other statutes,
ordinances, or regulations that may affect any proposed work.

<>Thank you for your cooperation with the ACMP.
Christine Ballard

Project Review Assistant
Alaska Department of Natural Resources

7/2/2007
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Office of Project Management and Permitting
phone: (907) 269-7478

fax: (907) 269-3981

christine ballard@dnr.state.ak.us

7/2/2007



Reich, Robin

From: Daniel Golden [dan_golden@dot.state.ak.us]
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2007 12:59 PM

To: 'Nancy J Ihlenfeldt’

Cc: Merritt, Morgan (DOT); 'Mark Mayo'; Reich, Robin
Subject: RE: Takotna Airport Relocation Draft EA

Nancy,

Thank you for the comments. A total of three material sites could
potentially be developed. We have committed to a 100-foot buffer between MS
6 and the Takotna River at this stage. This can be revisited when the
project goes in design.

DG

————— Original Message-——-—-—

From: Nancy J Ihlenfeldt [mailto:nancy_ihlenfeldt-mcnay@dnr.state.ak.us]
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2007 12:35 PM

To: 'Dan Golden'

Subject: Takotna Airport Relocation Draft EA

Dan:

The ADNR, Office of Habitat Management and Permitting (OHMP) has reviewed
the draft Environmental Assessment for the Takotna Airport Relocation
project (#54011). The project includes constructing a new 4,000 ft long by
75 ft wide runway, apron and connecting taxiway; constructing a 1.1 mi long
gravel access road; installing a transmission line and runway lighting;
constructing a heated storage building for snow removal equipment; and
expanding an existing material site and developing two new material sites.
The village of Takotna is on the Takotna River, and as stated in the draft
EA has been designated as waters important for the spawning, rearing or
migration of anadromous fish and supports many species of resident fish.
The airport project itself will not impact the Takotna River; however,
proposed Material Site 6, if developed, will border the river. The OHMP
strongly suggests, that if developed, a sufficient vegetated buffer (300-500
ft wide) be maintained between the active material site and the Takotna
River. A Fish Habitat Permit will not be required for any aspect of this
project, as proposed. The OHMP has no objection to the project at this
time.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment at this phase of the project.

Nancy Ihlenfeldt

Habitat Biologist

AK Department of Natural Resources

Office of Habitat Management & Permitting
Fairbanks Office

907-459-7287



Reich, Robin

From: Daniel Golden [dan_golden@dot.state.ak.us]

Sent: Thursday, April 19, 2007 9:00 AM

To: 'Mark Mayo'; Reich, Robin

Subject: FW: [Fwd: Comments for ADOT&PF Airport Project - Takotna]
FYI

————— Original Message--—-—-

From: Jerry Ruehle [mailto:jerry_ruehle@dot.state.ak.us]

Sent: Thursday, April 19, 2007 8:50 AM

To: 'Pat Oldford'

Cc: 'Daniel Golden'

Subject: FW: [Fwd: Comments for ADOT&PF Airport Project - Takotna]

Please file and distribute. Project #54916

————— Original Message—--——-—

From: Kara Moore [mailto:kara_moore@dnr.state.ak.us]

Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2007 2:10 PM

To: Jerry O Ruehle

Subject: [Fwd: Comments for ADOT&PF Airport Project - Takotna]

Jerry,

I will be possibly sending another comment on this project regarding the
Iditarod trail, but wanted you to have this without the wait of the
other comment.

Kara

269-8116

———————— Original Message -——-—---—

Subject: Comments for ADOT&PF Airport Project - Takotna
Date: Thu, 12 Apr 2007 16:30:49 -0800

From: Susan G Browne <susan_g_browne@dnr.state.ak.us>
To: Kara Moore <kara_moore@dnr.state.ak.us>

Re: Takotna Airport Relocation; Project 54916

The brief project description states that about 429,000 cubic yards of
material will be used.

The operator for the excavation of the needed material should file a
reclamation plan with the Alaska Department of Natural Resources (ADNR),
to plan for closure of the removal site after excavation is completed.

The map of the project shows that a potential material site no. 6 is
located within the flood plain of the Takotna River, located southeast
of the airport construction site. If any material is to be removed from
below the ordinary high water line of the Takotna River, a material sale
application should be submitted to ADNR to purchase materials from
within the submerged zone of the river.

Thank you for the opportunity to review this project,
Sincerely,
Susan G. Browne

Susan G. Browne, C.P.G.

Material Sales

Division of Mining, Land and Water
Alaska Department of Natural Resources
Ph: 907-269-8560



Reich, Robin

From: Daniel Golden [dan_golden@dot.state.ak.us]
Sent: Thursday, April 19, 2007 9:03 AM

To: 'Mark Mayo'; Reich, Robin

Subject: FW: Takotna Airport Comment

FYI

————— Original Message—————

From: Jerry Ruehle [mailto:jerry_ruehle@dot.state.ak.us]
Sent: Thursday, April 19, 2007 9:01 AM

To: 'Pat Oldford’

Cc: 'Daniel Golden'

Subject: FW: Takotna Airport Comment

File and distribute please (Project # 54011)

————— Original Message——--—-—

From: Kara Moore [mailto:kara_moore@dnr.state.ak.us]
Sent: Wednesday, April 18, 2007 12:00 PM

To: Jerry O Ruehle

Subject: Takotna Airport Comment

In regards to the Takotna Airport and the Iditarod Trail:

There is a signed Memorandum of Agreement between the Alaska State
Historic Preservation Officer, the FAA and BLM (with ADOT and the
Takotna Tribal Council concurring) to move the Iditarod Trail segments
and maintain the easements that BLM holds for both trails in the project
area. Since the access and existing easements are being preserved,
there are no additional concerns from us for the project.

If you have any questions, please let me know.
-lesli

Lesli Schick

Natural Resource Specialist
Division of Mining, Land & Water
Iditarod Trail Easements

(907) 334-2679
lesli_schick@dnr.state.ak.us
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- FIGURE 6
COMMUNITY PIPED SEWAGE
COLLEGTION SYSTEM

TAKOTNA, ALASKA
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Takotns, Aluska. _ .. Sanitation Facilities Feasibility Stmdy
Comprunity Piped Sewage Callection System
Operation & Mafhwdenance Costs
Estimated O&M Cost - Phase I 393/ montb/residence
Estimated O&M Cost - Phase $57/ monthfresidence
Estimated O&M Cost - Phase o1 $54/ month/residence

H. SEWAGE TREATMENT LAGOON

The design of a sewage lagoon for the commnnity would be based on the method of
. watet/sewer distribution. A haul systern typically geperates lower quantities of sewage due

io the added cost to haul both water and sewage., A piped water and sewer system will
generate a significantly larger amount of sewagze them 2 hayl system due to ease of nse and
availability, For these reasons, different lagoon sizes are required for each distribution
Systm . ——F—;——-‘x
A potential site for a Wastewster lacoon systenz is at the easfern edpe of the commmmity o,
wmdeveloped land. The tesrain at the site slopes towards the Takotna River at approximately
8 to 10% grde. It is atticipated the lagoon will ba constructed with local fill materjal on -
top of existing soils, See Figure 6 for lagoon location and layout.

Since this site is located on tight, sjlty soils, percolation is not anticipated to be a fhetor in
the ultimaie disposal of the sewage. The lagoon will be designed with a Hned primary and
secondary cell coufiguration. The cells will be sized to contain the estimated annual sewage
volume, It is antjeipated discharge will ba conducted apnuslly, The lagoon will discharge
fnto the Takoina River, after being dispersed through shoreline vegetation.

The proposed site s located less than 1,500 feet from the east end of the existing attport,
vhich is i conflict with the FAA separation regiirements (5,0007 for bird mitigation.
ADOT hsg recently staried planning the relocation of the commmnity aiport to 2 locstion

e e

approxumaiely one nile east of the commmmpily. The fmal Iocation of the proposed airport
~—should be coorinated with the Iooation of fie poteniial sewage lagoon to allow for adequate
ksig-aﬁon. Xt Is wndersiood fhat the propesed atrport maty need to be smoved roughly 500

it

} Tt to the cast of its preliminacy location, to provide the required separation. L

Lagoon site preparation is Hrmited to: clearing and placement of fil to create the lagoon
cells, lning of the primary and secondary containment cells, building & dump platiorm,
fencing of the lagoon boundary to conirol access, and preparing an sccess voad to the
lagaon. Two capital costs are presented for the construction of the sewage lagoon. One cost
is based on the low water use related to a haul system, the other is for the higher volume
related to a piped systen. |

Land would have to be acquired for the sewage treatiment lagoon o be consteseted upon,
(ses Figure 7). For the purposes of this sindy it is asmmed the sewsge lagoon site would be
provided at no sost. '

LCMF Incorporated {75 )
~35- Al el st Copmicon. 5 88




[ TONY KNOMES, GOVERNOR

STATE OF ALASKA / |
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CENTRAL REGION - PLANNING (907) 269-0520" (FAX 269-0521)
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June 4, 2002

Mr, Dick Newton, President
Takotna Commnnity Association
P.O.Box 86

Takotna,, AX. 99675

Subject: Takotna Airport Master Plan
Cultural Sites

Dear Mz, Newton:

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (ADOT&PF) is planning needed
improvements to the Takotna Airport and js soliciting comments of Alaska Native orgamzaﬁcm
about sites of cultural importance within the geographic region of this project, The puzrpose of
this project is to bring the airport into compliance with cumrent Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) and ADOT&PF recommendations and standards by incorporating improvements into the

Ajrport Master Plan.

The existing Takotoa Airport is on a hillside and does not meet current FAA standards,
Therefore, improvements are needed to make sure that the airport meets existing and future
demands as efficiently and safely as possible. During the Phase I process, existing airport -
facilies were inventbried, issues affectiig airpbrt development were -analyzed, and airport
irnprovement alternatives were identified. Four build alternatives were considered during the
initial phase of the project (see Phase I Report, USKH 2000). Three of the alternatives were
dismissed after thorough consideration of their feasibility.

Improving the existing airport (Alterative A) was not feasible because the existing facility is
located on a hill with unpredictable winds and obstructions to the north and west. Improving the
afrport in the current location would not solve these problems, and would require the placement

of excessive fill before the ruaway could be expanded.

Relocating the airport south of the village across the Takotna River (Aliemative B) was not
considered feasible becanse of the cost and environmental impacts associated with the project.
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Alterriative B would cost significanfly more than the other alteratives (see Phase 1 Report,
USKH 2000). Alternative B would also jmpact an area of open water wetland,

Use of the existing landing strip at Tatalina. Air Force Station (Alternative D) is not a feasible
alternafive due o access issues. The U.S. Air Force has not responded to ADOT&PH inquiries.
about using the landing strip. .

The two alternatives being considered in the environmental assessment phase are:

Alternative C. Relocate the sirport to a new location about 0.8 mile east of the village.
Alternative E. No action.

The community and ADOT&PF support Alternative C. Tt would involve constructing a new
airport about 0.8 mile east of the village (Figure 1). A new runway, 05/23, would be aligned
approximately parallel with prevailing winds as described by pilots and tesidents. A 0.8 mile
long airport access road would be constructed from existing roads at the eastern limits of the
village to the new apron, as well as 0.2 mile of power line extension for airport lighting.

.

The new runway would be 4,000 feet by 75 feet within a safety area 4,480 feet by 120 feet.
Although there is no FAA standard for apron size, the Alaska Aviation System Plan (AASP)
guidelines for community class airports recommend 2 minimum apron size of 200 by 300 feet
(60,000 £i%). There would be an aviation support area 100 by 200 feet (20,000 ) and a
maintenance and operations pad approximately 100 by 70 feet (7,000 ft*) contiguous to the
apron. Currently, there is no taxiway at the Takoina Airport. FAA standards recommend that an
apron be separated from the nmway by a 25-foot wide by approximately 200-foot long taxiway.
Culverts would be installed where needed to maintain existing drainage patterns along the access
yoad and ropway, No matexial sites have been identified at this tiroe, :

ot

The build altemative would have lighting that meets AASP recommendations. This would
include radio controlled MIRL, and MITL, reflective cones, threshold panels, a rotating beacon,
and a lighted windsock and segmented circle. There would also be a supplemental unlighted
wind cone. A 24 by 46 foot unheated airport snow removal and equipment storage building
would be constructed adjacent to the aviation support area. Fuel for snow removal equipment
would be stored in a double-walled skid-mounted tank with a capacity of 500 gallons. No fuel
for aircraft nse would be stored in the equipment storage building.

In compliance with a snite of federal laws regarding culturdl resources, most notably the
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the' FAA (the funding agency) and ADOT&PF must
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consider ‘what effects the undertaking might have on prehistoric and historic properties. The
ADOT&PF would like to invite your organization to participate in this process.

The planning and design team is making every effort to avoid known and suspected sites of
cultural importance. There are no documented archeological sites in the general vicinity of the
proposed project, however the residents of Takotna have identified two gravesites to the east of
the village. In addition, the Iditarod Trail is a known historic trail that passes through the project
vicinity. We know of no other cultural sites in the project area.

We wish to determine whether there are other cultural properties that could be-affected by the
proposed undertaking. These properties could be-physical sites such as former villages or special
areas with intangible associatons, such as sacred sites, places of legend, or areas of traditional

cultural activity.

The Alaska Native eptities we are soliciting comments from are the Takotna Village Conncil,
Takotna Compmmity Association, DoyOn ‘Ltd., MTNT Ltd., and the Tanana Chiefs Conference,

Tf your organization is interested in participating in this process and has concems, issues, or
information to bring to our atiention, or if you know persons within your organization who might
be interested or have specific kmowledge, please contact me or our consnltant at HDR Alaska,
Inc. at the address or telephone number below. A member of our project team will give you a call
in a few days to follow up on this letter, If you will be submitting written comments 1 encourage
you to send them by June 27, 2002.

Sincerely,
Mark Mayo, Pro;té;}l‘?nm
" ADOT&PE

Enclosure .

cc: Sally Morsell, HDR, Inc.

Rae De Ley, ADOT&FF

Mark Mayo . Phone (307) 269-0519

ADOTEYF . Fax (507) 269-0521 '

P.0. Box 196900 Email; Mark_Mayo @dot.siate.ak.ug

Anchorage, AK 99502

Sally Morsell Phone (907) 274-2000

HDR Alaska, Tnc. ) . Fax (907) 274-2022

2525 C Street, Suite 305 - Email: sarnorsel @hdrine.com

Anchorage, AR 99503




Tribal Letter Recipients

Jack Niggemyer
Iditarod Trail Committee
"~ P.0.Boxz 87800
Wasilla, AR 99687-0800

- Jo Royal, President
MTNT Limited
P.0O. Box 309
McQrath, AK. 99627

Carol Abraham, First Chief
Takoma Village Council
P.0O. Box 86

Takotna, AK 99675

Tanana Chiefs Conference
122 First Ave. #600
Fairbanks, AKX 99701 -

Dick Newion, President

Takotnz Community Association
P.O.Box 86 -

Takota, AK. 99675

Doyon Limited
Doyon Bujlding

201 First Ave.
Fairbanks, AK. 99701
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Telephone Conversation Record™

v

| Project Takotna AMPEA . | ProjectNo.  07072-140
| Tme  9:30'am __ | Dpate  7.29-02 .
| celite  John Florey, VSW__ 269-7502 | califrom  Sally Morsell 274-2000

Phone No, Phone No,

| Discussion, Agreement and/or Astion

I called John Flo.rey to get photocopies of the figures that locate ﬂie proposed sewage lagoon east of
Takotna. He reiterated what he had said in previous conversations that it was very unlikely that the
sewage lagoon would ever be built and therefore there should be no conflict with the airport.
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BOX 86, TAKOTNA, ALA 7%0\}?1 i1: 28
1
DIGK NEWTON, CHAIRMAN

N

Honorable Ted Sievens
United States Senate

522 Hart Building

Washington, D.C. 20510-0201 -

Rebuttal to Village of Takotna residents being forced to use Tatalina AFS airstrip

Dear Senator Stevens:
To begin with the Tatalina Airstrip is located 8 miles across a mountain road from

Takotnz with increases in elevation to about 2000 and has extreme winter weather,
heavy snows and extreme winds. This airstrip needs to have the same regulations as any
other state maintained strip. The Tatalina Air Force Strip is owned and controiled by the
Alaska Air Command with further controls and regulations from Washington where the
insurance requirements, and other requirements such as type of aircraft, allowed weights,
etc are determined for all Air Force strips around the world ‘

Presently the insurance requirement at the Tatalina Air Force Station is so
extreme that no air taxi company can afford to increase their coverage (read premiums).

- The charters are vary high now 385 .00 to 395.00 for the 18 miles from McGraﬂ:L to
Takotna. Any increase in their premiums would be mcreasmgly passed on. Tatalina is
about the same distance from McGrath.

Our school and Post Office are located in the village. We have two mail days a
week, when local contractors carry the out going mail to the airstrip and meet the mail
plane and havl the incoming mail to the Post Office. The Post Office Regulations
prohibit the mail being unattended on the strip or anywhere else. The school has — Z
sumerous airplanes every week, hauling students, teacher, district employees, efc. .
between Takotna and McGrath. Can you imagine the trips necessary to make the above



mentioned movements during the winter months which sometimes has -40 or -50 weather
with only ane teacher and our students and so on? ’

The Takotoa Tribal Council and the Takotna Community Association also have
several charters a week with State or Tribal visitors, equipment parts, etc. The Takotna-
Tatalina Road would be vary busy when not closed from heavy snow, wind blown snow,
drifts, snow slides and so on. '

Then last but not least is the health and safety issue. It often happens at night
when the conditions couldn’t be worst when we need to medivac a person to the PA in
McGrath via air taxi where a large medivac plane can land. We presénﬂy have a 1750°
strip with no lights. We use road flares when necessary to light up the sirip. Adding
eight miles of poor mountain road which hasn’t been kept open in the wixter for 15 years
will undoubtedly cost lives unnecessarily.

We are trying very hard to increase the populahon of the Takotna Area by
improving and or creating new infrastructure, thereby creating better employment
imssibﬂities with improved salaries. New mines are starting on the road system in the
Ophir area and will impact our infrastructure, new C-130 strip, clinic, power utility,
bridges, roads, ete. Hopefully within 4 or 5 years the permanent remdents of the village
will more than double. Many things are happening out here in the mineral industry and
we are very optinisti¢ about our future.

The idea of moving the Takotna Airport to Tatalina makes little to no sense to us
and 1f you consider the above I don’t believe it will to you. It is very cost prohibitive to
the state and will be dangerous to elders and school chﬂdren

We request to be notified of any meetings or hearmgs on Takotria Afrport, with
enough advance nmmam@ngements to attend.

| /’S’Zk/ /ﬁf#é‘\ % = *g{”j"

Dick Newton Vera Lynn Goods

Chairman, 1 Chief

" Takotna Community Association Takotna Tribal Council
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Be a Part of the Process. The projsct tzam welcomes participation in this project. By helding public meetings,
preparing newsletters, and submitting docurnents for local review, DOT&PF and its consuitants, HDR Alaska and
USKH, will ensure that the community has an active role in this projsct.

Public Meeting. Mark your calendars! Project team members will visit the cornmunity for a public meeting on
Monday, September 25, 2000, from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the Community Bullding to present the project

afternatives. Please come and share your ideas and concemns about the airport. Your views are important to us and
will help define the direction of the project. . .

ra v D e O T T o S R I

Lanca Mearig, P.E

Comtact us By 3031 Cinton Dive, Suite 200
® inton Urnive, auite .
mail, phone . oy e, A et
. Phone: {907) 760-2801 Faxc (907) 790-3801
fox, o e-mail. _ lance @USKH.com

Mark Mayo
Stats of Alaska
Department of Transporiation & Public Facilities
Central Region Planning
P.O. Box 196300
Anchorage, AK 89518-6900
Phone: (807} 268-0519 Fax: (207) 268-0521
Mark_Mayo@dot.siate.ak.us
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The Siate of Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Faciiities (DOT&PF) and the Fedsral Aviation
Adminisiration (FAA) are in the process of developing an airport master plan ta improve the Takotna Alport, As
past of this process, DOT&PF and its consultants, HDR Alaska and USKH, will:.

- ¥ Work with the cornmunity to determing problems and Identify solutions, Including the identification of new

locations for the airport. ’

¥ Work with the communily to select the best location for the airport.
¥+ Prepare airport layout plans which will be used to develop conshuction drawings.”
% Determine tha environmental impact of the propesed solutions, as required by the Nationa! Environmental Policy

Act (NEPA). )

The project is currently in the initial project scoping phase. As part of the Takotng Phase 1 Seoping Report, the
following alternatives have been identified as potential solutions to résolve issuss at Takotna Alrport:

Alternative A - Improve Existing Takoina Airport. The existing runway would be widengad, lengthened, and
resurfaced. A new apron and maintenance faciiity would be constructed. The existing access road would be
aligned, and access to the private residence below the afrport would be maintained. ‘

Alternative B - South Locatlon. A new runway, apron, and maintenance facility would be located on the south
bank of the Tekolna River across from the village. Access would be provided by either the existing Takotna River
bridge and a new aceess road, or a new bridge and access road. A new access road would be constructed from
the bridge to the new airport. The existing airport would be closed under this alternative.

Altgrnative G - East Location. The runway, apron, and maintenance facifity would be located east of the village,
with a new access road connscting the apron to existing roads at the easterly kmit of town. This alternative would
be located approximately 1.2 miles from the vilage. The existing airport would be closed under this alternative.

Alternative D -'-T;atalina Air Force Station. This alternative would Involve apron, fighting, and maintenance
upgrades fo the existing Tatalina AFS. Access would be provided by the existing road. The existing airport would
be closed under this alternative.




~ TAKOTNA AIRPORT MASTER PLAN
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
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The State of Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) and their consultants,
USKH, Inc., and BDR, Alasks, Tnc., have prepared the Phase 1 Scoping Report for the Takotna Ajrport
Master Plan. The Phase 1 Scoping Report evaluaies alternatives for fiture development at the airport.

DOT&FF, HDR, and USKH will hold 2 public meeting to solicit public coraments and suggestions
concerning this Phase 1 Scoping Report at the following tire and Jocation:

Tuakoina Airport Open House Meeting
00 p.. fo 5:00 p.ra.
September 25, 2000

Community Building
Takotna, Alaske

Participants can review the Phase 1 Scoping Report, view graphic displays, and discuss the project one-on-
one with DOT&PF, HDR, and USKH staff. The meeting will follow an open hose format, and
participants may sttend at their convenience befween 1:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. The project team will be
recording comments about the alternatives.

In addition, interested parties may submit ~written, verbal, or elecironic mail about the alternatives until
October 9, 2000, 1o eithers A

Lanee Mearig, P.E. ] * Steve Cinelli, EIT
USKH, Inc. USER, Inc.
3031 Clivrton Dr., Suite 200 2515 A Street
Jnean, Alaska 99801 Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Voice (907) 790-2901, Fax (907) 790-3901 Voice (907) 2764245, Fax (907) 2584653
e-mail: lance@uskh.com . e-mail: scinelf@uskh.com

Other questions may be directed to Mark Mayo, DOT&PF Project Manager, at (907) 269-0519, e-mail:
Mark_Mayo@dot.state.ak us, Those with a hearing impairment may contact DOT&PF throngh a
Telephone Device for Deaf (TDD) by dialing (907) 269-0473. Reasonable accommodations for other
special needs related to disabilities can be made upon request.




To  Steve Cinelli, USKH

Front Sally Boggs

Date  9/26/00

Memorandum

Subject Takotna Phase I Public Mesting

Lance Mearig opened the meeting at about 1:45 p.m. by introducing the project, distributing -
displays showing airport altemahves and a fact sheet describing the alternatives, and introducing
the project team (L Mearig, S. Cinelli, S. Boggs, M. Mayo, J. Lovett, K. Moss, R. DeLay). He
gaid that construction was about 3 — 5 years away. He passed a sign-in sheet and provided
comment forms.

Steve Cinelli described the project and process thus far. He discussed the alternatives for
improving the airport and the reasoning behind their selection,

Dick Newton said that he felt the only viable alternative was Alt. C, east of town. He asked why
the length had been limited to 3300 ft. He stated that you could not land a HERC or DC-6 on a

3300 f. unway.

Mark Mayo replied that the preferred alternative location allowed for lengthening the runway in
the future.

Steve (resident) commented that without DC-6 and HERC access Takotna would still have to use
Tatalina AFS which hasn’t worked well in the past,

1t was asked if forgoing lighting on the unway would pay for an additional 700 ft. of
embankment.

John Lovett replied that FAA-would require lighting to fund the projest:

Jan Newton asked if land ownership had been considered when selecting the altemative across
the river from Takotna. She thinks that it is possible the land can’t be transferred or sold.

Thers was more discussion about obtaining a 4000 fi. runway and Joha Lovett tried to describe
the funding cycles that would fund futvre lengthening of the runway. He said that the ALP for
the Takotna airport would show the ultimate development which is longer than 3300 £.

The comment was made that there are five family mines between Takotna and Ophir that use the
airport besides Takotna residents.

Mark Mayo reiterated that he can only offer 3300 and that if the community wants additional
funding they will need o write to and convince state congressmen and commissioners. He said
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that the main purpose of this mesting was to get concurrence from the community that the
eastern alternative, Alternative C, was indeed the preferted alternative.

The community is in agreement that Altemative C is the preferred alternative.

The question about the possibility of foregoing lights on the runway to save money was asked
again. John Lovett stated that to the best of his kmowledge, lighting costs were only about
$100,000 of the total airport development costs. This amount would be less than what would be
required to build an additional 700 ft. of embankment, Fle said that the thresholds would be at
3300 f. but that the safety area and embankment would be 3900 fi., an additional 300 fi at either
end, )

Mark Mayo suggésted that if the community can contribute materials, land, money etc. that
would indicate serious public interest and Takotna may be able to get a longer sixip approved.

The question was asked about equity in funding. ¥f airports on the delta are expensive becanse it
is difficult to get embankment and surfacing material why can’t Takotna (where material is
easier o obtain) get a similar amount of money and have a longer runway?

Dick Newton said that he didn’t want to talk about lights on the runway unless they could get the
length. .

Mark Mayo asked the participants if they can’t get assurance of obtaining 2 4000 £. runway
would the project be a “no go” for the community?

The participants responded that they want the project to continue and that they want to work on
trying to get a 4000 & runway approved.

Dick Newton asked what the schedule for building was?

Mark M. answered that it would take one year to finish the study and 3 — 5 years to build,
depending on competition for funding. . .

" Mark M. was asked about local hire for the airport project. He replied that ADOT&PF can’t

require a contractor o use local hire but can recommend it.

Bidding was discussed in relationship to the McGrath afrport paving project. John Lovett replied
that competitive bidding is necessary because of federal and state regulations, There is no way
to limit hire to local equipment and labor.

There was more discussion about justifying a 4000 f. runway based on cargo demands/shipping
costs. When the community participants were asked how many HERC flighis a year would land
at Takotna, they replied that there could be 12+ . Right now they have to barge in much large
careo which is more expensive then shipping by air. One person thought with 2 3800 to 4000~
foot strip, Takotna would get 20 DC-6 flights a year. .
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The comment was made that the DC-6 should not be used as a design aircraft because the DC-6
will be replaced. HERC’s can’t land at Tatalina and there is 2 25,000 1b. weight limit anyway.

Steve (resident) reiterated that obtaining a 4000 fi. runway would require the community to have
a letter writing campaign, etc, to convince state legislators and DOT&PF commissioners that it is
necessary in Takotna, He wanted to know what Mark M. could commit to doing towards
Takotna getting a 4000 fi. unway.

Mark M. replied that he would be able to recommend that the nmway be 4000 fi.

Dick Newton stated that the design of the airport should consider the increasing number of
charter school students and the number of miners in the area that are not actually members of the
community but still use the airport.

The growth of the charter school and the need to provide safe conditions for student travel was
mentioned repeatedly.

Dick Newton reported that there is a project to build a sewage lagoon at the east end of town and
would this development affect the project?

‘We will check on these plans.

‘We picked up a number of completed comment forms at the end of the meeting. The meeting
ended zbout 3:30 p.m.

At one point in the meeting Lance Mearig counted 35 people in attendance (not including the
project team). Since some people came and went, he estimates total attendance at about 40

people.
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- USKH, Inc., and HDR Alaska, Inc., are preparing the Takotna Airport Master Plan to evaluate existing
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TAKOTNA AIRPORT MIASTER PLAN

Open House Public Meeting
COMMENT SHEET

September 25, 2000
The State of Alaska Department of Tra.nsportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF), and its consultants,

airport facilities and determine improvements that may be necessary to meet the existing and future aviation
demands. An important aspect of this project is the public involvement process.

This public meeting presents the alternatives being considered for development, as outlined in the Phase 1
Scoping Report. We would like to learn about your thoughts on these alternatives and hear your
suggestions concerning our development ideas. Please complete this Comment Sheet and leave it prior to
your departure tonight. Or, if you prefer to complete it later, please return it to the address below by
October 9, 2000:

Lance Mearig, P.E. . Steve Cinelli, EIT
USKH, Inc. ' USKH, Inc.
3031 Clinton Dr., Suite 200 2515 A Street
Juneau, Alaska 99801 Anchorage, AK 99503
Voice (907) 790-2901, Fax (907) 790-3901 Voice (907) 276-4245, Fax (907) 258-4653
e-mail: lance@uskh.com e-mail: scinelli@uskh.com

NaME: Seedd Blheoms |
ADDRESS: Bmm=xey (aenere.] Delfrery  Toko b Ak

496 s e
TELEPHONE: @O ¢t -1 B

Comments/Suggestions Concerning the Development Alternatives:
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TAKOTNA AIRPORT MASTER PLAN
Open House Public Meeting
COMMENT SHEET

September 25, 2000

The State of Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF), and its consultants,
USKH, Inc., and HDR Alaska, Inc., are preparing the Takotna Airport Master Plan to evaluate existing
airport facilities and determine improvements that may be necessary to meet the existing and future aviation
demands. An important aspect of this project is the public involvement process.

This public meeting preserits the alternatives being considered for development, as outlined in the Phase 1

Scoping Report. We would like to learn about your thoughts on these alternatives and hear your

suggestions concerning our development ideas. Please complete this Comment Sheet and leave it prior to
your departuretonight. Or, if you prefer to complete it later, please return it to the address below by

" Qctober 9, 2000:

. Lance Mearig, P.E. Steve Cinelli, EIT

USKH, Inc. USKH, Inc.
3031 Clinton Dr., Suite 200 2515 A Street
Junean, Alaska 99801 - Anchorage, AKX 99503
Voice (907) 790-2901, Fax (907) 790-3901 Voice (907) 276-4245, Fax (907) 258-4653
e-mail: lance@uskh.com e-mail: scinelli@uskh.com

o
NAME: _ Mva 8do o

ADDRESS: B TT<C S Sen De| Talrnéne 4&  796TS

TELEPHONE: _/927) 298 - z// 3

How did you learn of this meeting? ‘(/’ u,{;/j( RondsMYs

Comments/Suggestions Concerning the Development Alternatives:
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TAKOTNA AIRPORT MASTER PLAN
" Open House Public Meeting
COMMENT SHEET

September 25, 2000

The State of Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF), and its consultants,
USKH, Inc., and HDR Alaska, Inc., are preparing the Takotna Airport Master Plan to evaluate existing
airport facilities and determine improvements that may be necessary to meet the existing and future aviation
demands. An important aspect of this project is the public involvement process.

This public meeting presents the alternatives being considered for development, as outlined in the Phase 1
Scoping Report. We would like to learn about your thoughts on these alternatives and hear your
suggestions concerning our development ideas. Please complete this Comment Sheet and leave it prior to
your departure tonight. Or, if you prefer to complete it later, please return it to the address below by
October 9, 2000:

Lance Mearig, P.E. Steve Cinelli, EIT
USKH, Inc. USKH, Inc.
3031 Clinton Dr., Suite 200 2515 A Street
Juneau, Alaska 99801 Anchorage, AK 99503
Voice (907) 790-2901, Fax (907) 790-3901 Voice (907) 276-4245, Fax (907) 258-4653
e-mail: lance@uskh.com ' e-mail: scinelli@uskh.com
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TAKOTNA ATRPORT MASTER PLAN

Open House Public Meeting
COMMENT SHEET

September 25, 2000

The State of Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF), and its consultants,
USKH, Inc., and HDR Alaska, Inc., are preparing the Takotna Airport Master Plan to evaluate existing
airport facilities and determine improvements that may be necessary to meet the existing and future aviation
demands. An important aspect of this project is the public involvement process.

This public meeting presents the alternatives being considered for development, as outlined in the Phase 1
Scoping Report. We would like to learn about your thoughts on these alternatives and hear your
suggestions concerning our development ideas. Please complete this Comment Sheet and leave it prior to
your departure tomight. Or, if you prefer to complete it later, please return it to the address below by
October 9, 2000:

Lance Mearig, P.E. Steve Cinelli, EIT

USKH, Inc. USKH, Inc.
3031 Clinton Dr., Suite 200 2515 A Sireet
Juneau, Alaska 99801 Anchorage, AK 99503
Voice (907) 790-2901, Fax (907) 790-3901 Voice (907) 276-4245, Fax (907) 258-4653
e-mail: lance@uskh.com e-mail: scinelli@uskh.com
NAME: \QQ—\/XY \\\\;\, XS K\i
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TAKOTNA AIRPORT MASTER PLAN
Open House Public Meeting
COMMENT SHEET

September 25, 2000

The State of Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF), and its consultants,
USKH, Inc., and HDR Alaska, Inc., are preparing the Takotna Airport Master Plan to evaluate existing
airport facilities and determine improvements that may be necessary to meet the existing and future aviation
demands. An important aspect of this project is the public involvement process.

This public meeting presents the alternatives being considered for development, as outlined in the Phase 1
Scoping Report. We would like to learn about your thoughts on these alternatives and hear your
suggestions concerning our development ideas. Please complete this Comment Sheet and leave it prior to
your departure tonight. Or, if you prefer to complete it later, please return it to the address below by
October 9, 2000:

Lance Mearig, P.E. Steve Cinelli, EIT
USKH, Inc. USKH, Inc.
3031 Clinton Dr., Suite 200 2515 A Street
Juneau, Alaska 99801 : Anchorage, AK 99503
Voice (907) 790-2901, Fax (907) 790-3901 Voice (907) 276-4245, Fax (907) 258-4653
e-mail: lance@uskh.com e-mail: scinelli@uskh.com '
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TAKOTNA ATRPORT MASTER PLAN
Open House Public Meeting
COMMENT SHEET

September 25, 2000

The State of Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF), and its consultants,
USKH, Inc., and HDR Alaska, Inc., are preparing the Takotna Airport Master Plan to evaluate existing
airport facilities and determine improvements that may be necessary to meet the existing and future aviation
demands. An important aspect of this project is the public involvement process.

This public meeting presents the alternatives being considered for development, as outlined in the Phase 1
Scoping Report. We would like to learn about your thoughts on these alternatives and hear your
suggestions concerning our development ideas. Please complete this Comment Sheet and leave it prior to
your departure tonight. Or, if you prefer to complete it later, please return it to the address below by
October 9, 2000:

Lance Mearig, P.E. Steve Cinelli, EIT
USKH, Inc. . USKH, Inc.
3031 Clinton Dr., Suite 200 2515 A Street
Juneau, Alaska 99801 Anchorage, AK 99503
Voice (907) 790-2901, Fax (907) 790-3901 Voice (907) 276-4245, Fax (907) 258-4653

e-mail: lance@uskh.com e-mail: scinelli@uskh.com
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TAKOTNA AIRPORT MASTER PLAN
Open House Public Meeting
COMMENT SHEET

September 25, 2000

The State of Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF), and its consultants,
USKH, Inc., and HDR Alaska, Inc., are preparing the Takotna Airport Master Plan to evaluate existing
airport facilities and determine improvements that may be necessary to meet the existing and firture aviation
demands. An important aspect of this project is the public involvement process.

This public meeting presents the alternatives being considered for development, as outlined in the Phase 1
Scoping Report. We would like to learn about your thoughts on these alternatives and hear your
suggestions concerning our development ideas. Please complete this Comment Sheet and leave it prior to
your departure tonight. Or, if you prefer to complete it later, please return it to the address below by
October 9, 2000:

Lance Mearig, P.E. Steve Cinelli, EIT
USKH, Inc. USKH, Inc.
3031 Clintor Dr., Suite 200 2515 A Street
Juneau, Alaska 99801 Anchorage, AK 99503
Voice (307) 790-2901, Fax (907) 790-3901 Voice (907) 276-4245, Fax (907) 258-4653
e-mail: lance@uskh.com e-mail: scinelli@uskh.com

NAME: L oulR.Ga i (G C

ADDRESS:

LR, Al . Qg iaes

TELEPHONE: QBD2AR- 2351

How did you leam of this meeting? Tormnap <M. ToADNI
~ Adnd .—/__,./
Comments/Suggestions Concerning the Development Alternatives:

Cent o ougd P&\%ﬁ“ﬁfm{wé Cars, G . A0 ;JSPXB

At VOmob HepID O Qonigoy SWDAR. (OO Y.




TAKOTNA AIRPORT MASTER PLAN
Open House Public Meeting
COMMENT SHEET

September 25, 2000

The State of Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF), and its consultants,
USKH, Inc., and HDR Alaska, Inc., are preparing the Takotna Airport Master Plan to evaluate existing

airport facilities and determine improvements that may be necessary to meet the existing and future aviation
demands. An important aspect of this project is the public involvement process. :

This public meeting presents the alternatives being considered for development, as outlined in the Phase 1
Scoping Report. We would like to learn about your thoughts on these alternatives and hear your
suggestions concerning our development ideas. Please complete this Comment Sheet and leave it prior to
your departure tonight. Or, if you prefer to complete it later, please return it to the address below by
October 9, 2000:

Lance Mearig, P.E. Steve Cinelli, EIT
USKH, Inc. USKH, Inc.
3031 Clinton Dr., Suite 200 2515 A Street
Juneau, Alaska 99801 ’ Anchorage, AK 99503
Voice (907) 790-2901, Fax (907) 790-3901 Voice (907) 276-4245, Fax (907) 258-4653
e-mail: lance@uskh.com e-mail: scinelli@uskh.com
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TAKOTNA AIRPORT MASTER PLAN
- Open House Public Meeting
COMMENT SHEET

September 25, 2000

The State of Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF), and its consultants,
USKH, Inc., and HDR Alaska, Inc., are preparing the Takotna Airport Master Plan to evaluate existing
airport facilities and determine improvements that may be necessary to meet the existing and future aviation
demands. An important aspect of this project is the public involvement process.

This public meeting presents the alternatives being considered for development, as outlined in the Phase ]
Scoping Report. We would like to learn about your thoughts on these alternatives and hear your

- suggestions concerning our development ideas. Please complete this Coriment Sheet and leave it prior to
your departure tonight. Or, if you prefer to complete it later, please return it to the address below by
October 9, 2000:

Lance Mearig, P.E. Steve Cinelli, EIT
USKH, Inc. USKH, Inc.
3031 Clinton Dr., Suite 200 2515 A Street
Juneau, Alaska 99801 Anchorage, AK 99503
Voice (907) 790-2901, Fax (907) 790-3901 Voice (907) 276-4245, Fax (907) 258-4653
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TAKOTNA AIRPORT MASTER PLAN
Open House Public Meeting
COMMENT SHEET

September 25, 2000

The State of Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF), and its consultants,
USKH, Inc., and HDR Alaska, Inc., are preparing the Takotna Airport Master Plan to evaluate existing
airport facilities and determine improvements that may be necessary to meet the existing and future aviation
demands. An important aspect of this project is the public involvement process.

This public meeting presents the alternatives being considered for development, as outlined in the Phase 1
Scoping Report. We would like to learn about your thoughts on these alternatives and hear your
suggestions concerning our developmént ideas. Please complete this Comment Sheet and leave it prior to
your departure tonight. Or, if you prefer to complete it later, please return it to the address below by
October 9, 2000: '

Lance Mearig, P.E. Steve Cinelli, EIT
USKH, Inc. USKH, Inc.
3031 Clinton Dr., Suite 200 2515 A Street
Juneau, Alaska 99801 Anchorage, AK 99503
Voice (907) 790-2901, Fax (907) 790-3901 Voice (907) 276-4245, Fax (907) 258-4653
e-mail: lance@uskh.com e-mail: scinelli@uskh.com
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To  Takotna Airport Master Plan Project File 07072-1403.6

From Andralove

Date  3/12/02

Memorandum

Subject Takotna Iditarod Site Visit

On Saturday morning, March 9, 2002 at 8:00 am I traveled fo McGrath on PenAir, At 11:00 am
1 was scheduled to fly via Tanana Alr Service to Takotna. Service to Takotna was delayed due
to 2 fulty fiel pump.

At appro:dmately 12:00 noon I arrived in Takotna. I was picked up by Theresa Fox, the
Secretary of the Takotna Village Council on 2 snowmachine and arrived in town just in time to
see Tditarod musher Rick Horstmann pull out on his way to Ophir,

I spent the next hour in the Takotna village council building talking with sevéral community
members about the proposed location of the airport and access road in relation to the Iditarod
Trail. Specifically, the conversations were as follows:

Dave Miller
Dave is a native elder who ysed to be the Chief of the Takotna Village Council. Dave showed

me the current frail used by the mushers on the 11 x 17 figores. We then went outsxde and he
poirited out the direction of approach and departine used by the mushers,

Carol Abraham
The current Iditarod Trail approaches Takotna via the Takotna River. The trail exits the river

and continues up the bank to the east of Carol Abraham’s lot. Carol is the current Chief of the
Takotna Village Council. Carol met me in the area to point out the exact route taken by the
mushers. I walked down the bluif to the river and started recording GPS Waypoint coordinates
and taking pictures as I walked the trail from the river throngh the heart of the village.

Jenice Newton
Jan informed me that the current path of the Iditarod Trail (i.e. approaching Takoina via the

Kuskokwim River, climb the slip east of Carol’s house, and continue down the main road to the
Takotna Checkpoint at the Village Council Building) has been in effect since 1981 when the
checkpoint was moved to the Takotna Village Council Building. Before that time, the
checkpoint was located farther west in the community and the mushers would stay on the river
and climb the bank right at the center of the village. _

I also spoke with Jan concerning the nature of the trails in the proposed airport location and the
“paiterns of subsistence use in the area of Takotna. Jan stated that any trails currently located in
the area of the proposed airport are used recreationally by area kids to snowmachine, and are not




used for subsisteénce purposes. Subsistence in Takotua occurs on the river, on the river banks,
and mainly to the west of the community.

Tabatha

Tabatha is & bigh school student in Takotna. She and her mother have been living in Takotna
since Tabatha was 4. They told me of two grave sites that had been found west of the village,
According to the Community Map in the Takotua Airport Phase One Report (USKH 2000), one
Archaeological Grave Site is documented to the west of the village along a snowmachine route.
According to Tebatba and her mother, there has been another burial site documented to the cast
of the village, but to the west of the formerly documented site. This site was found by one of the
former high school teachers and is marked by a picket fence.

Tabatha and I decided to walk out to this new site. I followed her along the snowmachine route
to the east of the community (on the Community Map, this trail is shown emerging from the top
of the “Teacher Housing” label and extends to the bottom of the “Student Honsing” label). We
turned Jeft onto another snowmachine trail (at the bottom right comer of the “Student Housing”
1ahel) and walked about 150 feet up the trail. 'We then stepped off the frail to the left and post-
holed in snow up to our thighs for about 200 feet to the approximate burial site. The fence was
not visible s the snow was too kigh. I1iook a photo and marked this point on the GPS unit, and
continued marking the trail as we héaded back out going south to the original snowmachine trail.

Tanang Air Service/Redline Air Charters

Tanana Air Service provided the transportation from McGrath to Takotna. Redline Air Charters
provided the transportation from Takoina back to McGrath. T asked both pilots what they
thought of the current Takotna Airport. The pilot for Tanana said it’s one of the sketchiest
airports avound and he hates it. He said winds are constantly blowing from two different
directions and the plane often wavers from side to side upon landing and takeoff, making for a
very siressful flight. The pilot from Redline didn’t answer, he just made a fonny face and said he
hopes we can get the new airport installed as soon as possible. .

Ellen Halverson/Iditarod Veterinarian/Qther Jditarod Volunteers
T had a little time before the charter was to arrive back in Takotna and was able to chat with some

of ihe Iditarod volunteers and the Iditarod Veterinarian at Takotna. Ialso spent some time
talking with Ellen Halverson (the last musher in Takotna) and helped place hay for her dogs. -
Approximately half the mushers preferred io take their 24-hour layover at Takotna this year (21)
and Ellen’s team was scheduled to pull ont at 4:00 am Sunday morning. Her team later scratched
and I saw them again in McGrath.

In the winter, none of the planes fly on Sunday in the area. I was scheduled to leave McGrath on
Monday morning at 9:30 on PenAir. Again, we had mechanical problems and they said they had
to fly parts in from Anchorage because they had a dead battery. 1arrived in Anchorage Monday
afternoon. Allin all, it was a successful trip.
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

STATE OF ALASKA
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Christine Clark

being first duly sworn on oath
deposes and says that he/she is
an representative of the
Anchorage Daily News, 2

daily newspaper. That said
newspaper has been approved

by the Third Judicial Court,
Anchorage, Alaska, and it now
and has been published in the
English language continually as a
daily newspaper in Anchorage,
Alaska, and it is now and during
all said time was printed in an
office maintained at the aforesaid
place of publication of said
newspaper. That the annexed is

a copy of an advertisement as it
was published in regular issues
(and not in supplemental form)
of said newspaper on

March 28 & April 10, 2007

and that such newspaper was
regularly distributed to its-
subscribers during all of said
period. That the full amount of
the fee charged for the foregoing

A TheAlaska Department of Transportatlon and Pubhc Facllltles ls proposmg 0 relocate the alrport at. Takotna ap- -

- ot the Iditarod- National Historic Trall 17 air miles west of McGrath. The improvements mclude a new 4,000 foot ’
A runway The pro;ect ts soheduled to be advertlsed tor construclzon in the spnng nf 2008

||~ of Taketna. Interésted. individuals who | may have a concern. about the project may request a public heanng If .

.{ : 269-0473 We are a also’ able to ufter, upon request reasonable accommodatrons for the speclal needs related to
'drsabllmes T } . - L .

Subscribed/ahd sworn to before 1‘ SRRt

S\ OPPORTUNITY. FOR PUBLIC HEARING Norrc‘e' |
~ TAKOTNA AIRPORT RELOCATION |
' (Project No. 56774) '

s Alaska Department of Transportatron & Publrc Facrlmes
' Notlce of Avarlabrllty of Draft Emnronmental Assessmen

: Thls project has been developed in accordance with the followmg specral purpose regula’nons rncludmg Sectrons 9
4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act, 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 7 of the:Endangered -

" Species Act, and Executrve Orders 11988 (Floodplam Protectlon), 11990 (Wetlands Protectron) and 12898 (Envr-'
ronmental JI.IStlce) - _ : :

' proxnmately one mile east pf its present location, Takotna is located on the north bank of the Taketna River and.

A draft Environrnental Assessment (EA) has been prepared forthe proposed project The EA describes the altema-
"tlves consrdered and evaluates-the probable economlc, 'social; and enviropmentai effects of the proposed project
-and it5'consistency with the goals and objectrves of such local plannmg as has, been carried-out by the commumty ;

you have glestions, requlre additional information andlor would' Irke a‘copy of the EA, please contact. Dan Golden
Enyironmerttal Team Leader, at (307) 269-0537. Wntten comments and/or rethests tor a publrc hearl ng- Vrll be ac- 1
' cepted atthe address ‘below until Apnl 30; 32007, . _ BRI

T Jerry-o Ruehle 3 o
“* 7 Environmental Coord nato eyl :
_' Alaska Department ofTranspmtation & Public Facllrtres -
= Prelrrrunary Desrgn&En\nmnmental IR
“ 7 P0/Box196900 | . B
Anchorage, AK 99519-6900

Persons W|th a heanng“ |mparm1ent can contact the Deparlment at our Telephone De\nse for the Beaf number i

me this l&_day o‘f%ﬁi
M B W\ v (7
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The State of Alaska. = - B Ve R s
Third Division TH g mee FAR
Anchorage, Alaska o >

; W
MY COMMISSJON EXPIRES 5%, :& oF BV



AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
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FOURTH DISTRICT
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Before me, the undersugned g notary, public, this day
personally appeared Hlarena Burn®ii | \who, being
first duly sworn, according to law, says that he/she is an
Advertising Clerk of the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, a
newspaper (i) published in newspaper format, (ii}
distributed daily more than 50 weeks per year, {(iii) with
a total circulation of more than 500 and more than 10%
of the population of the Fourth Judicial District, {iv)
holding a second class mailing permit from the United
States Postal Service, {v) not published primarily to
distribute advertising, and {vi) not intended for a
particular professnonal or occupational group. The
advertisement which is attached is a true copy of the

advertisement published in said paper on thejdl’g \\‘
day(s): PR QR S tk
B¢LOFSO0RT 2 PR " i '&‘#
- e 4 < il
ST OF ARSGERT OF TRaN ﬁ §n = S8 gj‘ g
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ig i /] e
b]_l szni..u"'cQ ‘f’-’
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and that the rate charged thereon is not excess of the

rate charged private individuals, with the usual
discounts.

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this =~ __d y
ofsFF 1L,
[/ jﬁ/‘c /%"Q‘(J A
Notary Public in and Jor the State Alaska.

My commission expires Bupunigd é.




