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Koliganek Airport Reconstruction Project No. 59276 
Project Description 

 
The proposed action is to reconstruct and extend the runway, upgrade the lighting, relocate the 
navigation aids, and upgrade the airport structures at the Koliganek, Alaska Airport so that it meets 
the DOT&PF and FAA standards for a Community Class Airport.  The airport is located 
approximately 60 miles northeast of Dillingham, on the Nushagak River (Sheet 2).  The airport 
reconstruction would involve the following work, as illustrated in Sheet 3: 
 

• Re-grade and resurface the existing runway, taxiway, and apron; 
• Extend the 3,000-foot runway by 300 feet on the west end for a total 3,300-foot runway, with 

a 300-ft RSA on each end; 
• Extend existing apron by approximately 100 ft to the south to allow for the SREB to be 

moved outside the object-fee area for non-precision instrument flight approaches.;  this will 
require relocating 800 ft of the airport access road around the apron to provide access to land 
on the other side of the airport; 

• Repair and relocate the existing Snow Removal Equipment Building (SREB) and construct a 
new heated single bay SREB; 

• Remove and replace runway and taxiway lighting;  
• Acquire approximately 24 total acres of property (20 acres from Koliganek Natives Ltd., 2.5 

acres from a Native Allotment, and a 1.3 acre ILMA with ADNR for managing state land in 
the RPZ) to include the primary surface area that is being expanded for non-precision 
instrument flight approaches; and 

• Use an existing material site 1 mile north of the airport, on an island in the Nushagak River. 
Construction is planned for 2013. 

1.0 PERMITS OR APPROVALS 
The permits and/or other approvals listed below would be obtained prior to construction to comply 
with all applicable federal, state, and local regulations.  The proposed action would require the 
following permits or approvals: 
• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Section 404 permit for fill in 1.9 acres of wetlands; 
• Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADFG) Title 16 Fish Habitat Permit for equipment 

crossing the Nushagak River to haul material from an island to the mainland; 
• Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC) 401 Certificate of Reasonable 

Assurance for fill in wetlands; 
• ADNR Material Site Reclamation Plan approval (obtained by the construction contractor); 
• Section 106 consultation with the SHPO (already obtained). 
 
Copies of the SHPO consultation are provided in Appendix C of the Environmental Assessment. The 
project would involve more than one acre of ground disturbance from construction activities and has 
a potential for storm water discharge to adjacent wetlands and waters.  The construction contractor 
and DOT&PF would be required to conduct all construction activities in compliance with the ADEC 
Alaska Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (APDES) General Permit for Construction Activities 
in Alaska.  A Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) will be developed by the contractor, 
reviewed by DOT&PF, and submitted to ADEC for approval, and implemented throughout 
construction. 



2.0 WETLANDS PERMIT DETAILS 
The project area is dominated by Palustrine wetlands. Approximately 1.9 acres of scrub-shrub 
wetlands will need to be filled for the project (Sheet 3). A summary of wetland fill is presented 
below. 
 
  Wetlands Impacts—Proposed Action 

Project 
Component 

Wetland 
Type 

Area of 
Wetland 

Impact (Acres) 

Surface 
Course (Cubic 

Yards) 

Embankment 
(Cubic Yards) 

Primary Runway  PSS 1.3  18,050 38,750 
Apron  PSS 0.2  4,900 21,00 

Airport Access 
Road Reroute 

PSS  0.4 475 4,350 

Totals  1.9 23,425  
 
PEM/PSS- Palustrine Emergent Wetlands/Palustrine Mixed Scrub-Shrub  
OW- Open Water       
 
 
Wetlands Mitigation Statement 
The project is being developed in accordance with the USACE Alaska District RGL 09-01.  An 
ADEC Section 401 Water Quality Certification, and ADFG permit will be obtained.  Copies of the 
permit applications are included in Appendix B.  All stipulations and special conditions of the 
permits will be followed.  Wetland fill cannot be avoided due to wetlands dominating the area and 
region.  The project is dependent on the location of the existing airport facilities which is completely 
surrounded by wetlands.  High value open water has been avoided and wetland fill has been 
minimized to the maximum extent.   
Avoidance and minimization measures that were incorporated into the project include: 

• Planning for the minimum size apron and road widths. 

• Minimizing footprint by maximizing side slopes to 4:1.  

• The potential for sediment transport off the project site would be minimized by using appropriate 
BMPs that would be identified in the SWPPP, as discussed in Section 5.3.   

• Side slopes would be revegetated during the first growing season after the embankment is placed. 

Compensation for unavoidable impacts to 1.9 acres of wetlands shall be provided in accordance with 
USACE RGL No.  09-01.  Wetlands enhancement or restoration would be for Palustrine scrub-shrub 
wetlands.  If a suitable on-site mitigation plan cannot be identified during the permitting process, fee- 
in- lieu to The Conservation Fund will be offered.   

Construction Impacts: 

Material Site.  An existing material site, an upland vegetated island in the Nushagak River at the end 
of the airport access road/haul route (Sheets 7 through 9) may be selected by the contractor for use in 
the project.  This material site has been used in the past for two large projects, moving the airport in 
1994 and reconstructing community streets in 2006; as well as smaller projects. The material 
anticipated for use is poorly graded sandy gravel.  The proposed island material site has suitable 



embankment and surface course material for the proposed project.  Vegetation on the gravel bar 
includes grasses, willows and alders.   

ADFG advised they will only permit crossing the river channel when the channel naturally dewatered 
or frozen.  The material extraction itself will also require an ADFG permit (with proper buffers and 
measures in place to prevent fish entrapment during high water events).  ADFG may stipulate a 
timing window if blasting is necessary. To prevent trapping fish in the excavated area, ADFG may 
also require excavating a fish escapement channel to the river should river water overtop the island 
during high water events. 

Direct adverse impacts to the Nushagak River channel are not expected if the crossings occur when 
the channel is dry or frozen (winter). Excavation would take place on the island and material would 
be excavated below the water table.  A 100-ft buffer would be maintained between the river and the 
excavation area.  The contractor would be required to submit a Material Site Reclamation Plan to 
ADNR to extract material from the site.  A typical cross section of the material site is illustrated on 
Sheet 8.  Approximately 140,000 cubic yards of material will be needed for the proposed project. 

A winter crossing would not adversely impact EFH since the crossing would be on river ice or on 
frozen river bed.  Conservation measures incorporated into the project to mitigate adverse effect to 
EFH include:   

• Crossing when the river channel is dewatered or frozen. 

• Using Equipment-grade matting in the event of a dry channel crossing.     

• BMPs for erosion and sediment control, and hazardous waste management during construction 
(see Construction Impacts, Section 5.3 in the EA). 

• Not servicing equipment within 100 ft of the river. 

• Conducting all work in accordance with the ADFG and USACE permits. 

• Designing material extraction methods to prevent stormwater runoff from leaving the site. 

The Magnuson-Stevens Act requires NOAA Fisheries consultation if the project may adversely 
affect EFH.  Since EFH will not be adversely affected, consultation with NOAA Fisheries is not 
required. 

3.0 ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNERS 
• Bristol Bay Native Corporation, 111 West 16th Avenue, Suite 400, Anchorage, AK 99501 
• Owner of the Native Allotment: Heirs of Gust Johnson Sr., US Survey 11087, Koliganek AK, 

c/o Bristol Bay Native Assn., Tom Hoseth, Realty Division, P.O. Box 310, Dillingham, 
Alaska 99576 

• State of Alaska, Division of Mining, Land, and Water, 550 W. 7th Ave Ste 1050, Anchorage, 
AK 99501 
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