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FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
Koliganek Airport Reconstruction Project 

DOT&PF Project No. 59276 
 

Purpose and Need  

The purpose of the proposed project is to correct the Koliganek Airport deficiencies and bring the 
airport up to current standards for a Community Class Airport that meets criteria identified in the 
Revised Southwest Area Transportation Plan, the Alaska Statewide Transportation Plan, the Alaska 
Aviation System Plan (AASP), and current Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) design 
standards.  

Since the airport was relocated in 1994, the runway surface has become damaged from soil settling 
unevenly under the embankment.  The snow removal equipment building (SREB) is threatened by 
the apron embankment collapsing on one end, and is within the Building Restriction Line (BRL) for 
current non-precision instrument approach standards.  The statewide standard runway length  of 
3,000 feet was changed to 3,300 ft in response to the nationwide FAA Advisory Circular 150-5300, 
which required a runway length of 3,200 ft for non-precision instrument flight approaches.  The 
State recommended an additional 100 ft added to accommodate variation in temperature and 
elevation in Alaska. 

Requested Federal Action 

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) is requesting the 
following federal actions from the FAA: (1) approval of the Koliganek Airport Layout Plan; and (2) 
participation in funding the proposed improvements using Airport Improvement Program grant 
funds. 

Proposed Action 

The DOT&PF in cooperation with the FAA proposes to complete the following:  
 

• Rehabilitate the existing 3,000-ft runway, apron, and taxiway;  
• Extend the runway by 300 ft on the west end for a total 3,300-ft runway with a 300-ft 

Runway Safety Area on each end; 
• Expand the apron by approximately 100 ft to the south to allow for the Snow Removal 

Equipment Building (SREB) to be moved outside the Building Restriction Line;  this will 
require relocating 800 ft of the airport access road around the apron to provide access to land 
on the other side of the airport; 

• Repair and relocate the existing SREB, and construct a new heated single bay SREB. (The 
FAA requires that snow removal equipment be stored in a covered building.); 

• Replace runway and taxiway lighting: Medium Intensity Runway and Taxiway Lighting 
(MIRL), and install Runway End Identifier Lighting (REIL); 
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• Acquire approximately 24 total acres of property (20 acres from Koliganek Natives Ltd., 2.5 
acres from a Native Allotment, and a 1.3 acre ILMA with ADNR for managing state land in 
the RPZ) to include the primary surface area that is being expanded for non-precision 
instrument flight approaches; 

 
Reasonable Alternatives 
Two alternatives were considered in detail: the No-Action Alternative and the Proposed Action. 
Due to the airport’s current configuration, extending the runway to 3,300 ft would require extending 
one end or the other, or a combination of both.  Since the east end of the runway is has a pond off 
the Runway Protection Zone, and would require additional wetland fill to re-route the material site 
access road, extending to the east was dropped from consideration. The land is homogenous, so 
physical and biological impacts would be the same for either end of the runway, except for the 
additional impact to relocate the material site access road. 

Impact Assessment 
The EA analysis determined that the Proposed Action would not have significant adverse effects on 
any environmental resource. Table 1 in the EA summarizes environmental consequences for the 
project, and details of consequences are presented in the EA Chapter 5. The Proposed Action would 
result in permanent loss of 1.9 acres of wetlands. This loss would be mitigated through 
compensatory mitigation pursuant to a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Section 404 permit 
for impacts to Waters of the U.S. as described below under Mitigation Measures.  

Coordination 
A public meeting held on September 25, 2010 in Koliganek. 

The Draft EA was circulated for agency and public review in November 2012, with comments due 
on December 14, 2012.  No written comments from agencies were received.  Documentation of 
coordination efforts with the public and resource agencies and public meeting summaries are 
included in Appendix C of the EA. The primary topics discussed were: 

• Purpose and need for runway improvements 
• Current airport conditions  
• Proposed improvements 
• National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Process 

 

Avoidance, Minimization and Mitigation Measures 

Conditions of approval associated with this project are detailed in the EA and project permits will 
be included in the construction contract documents. The project has been coordinated with the 
appropriate agencies and local Tribe and includes measures to avoid and minimize impacts. The 
following commitments will be included in the project to reduce environmental impacts. 

• If construction noise disturbs the community, construction activity could be limited to the 
waking hours. 

• The construction contractor will prepare and implement a SWPPP that describes BMPs and 
measures to prevent and minimize construction storm water impacts. 

• Dust would be controlled through watering or other appropriate means throughout 
construction. 
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• Wind erosion would be mitigated by revegetating the embankment or other appropriate 
stabilization BMPs as soon as possible. 

• If contaminated or hazardous materials are encountered during construction, all work in the 
vicinity of the contaminated site will be stopped until ADEC is contacted and a corrective 
action plan is approved by ADEC and implemented. 

• If previously undiscovered cultural material is found during construction, all work will be 
stopped in the area and the SHPO will be notified immediately. 

• Vegetation will not be cleared between May 1 and July 15 to avoid disturbing nesting birds, 
unless a bird survey is conducted to confirm that birds are not nesting in (or adjacent to) the 
area to be disturbed. 

• To prevent spreading invasive and non-native species, the contractor would have all 
equipment washed and rinsed prior to mobilizing and would use weed-free native seed for 
revegetation.   

• The community dump is not currently permitted.  Solid waste generated from construction 
debris will need to be barged or flown out of Koliganek to be disposed of in accordance with 
State and Federal regulations.   

 
Wetlands 
Wetland impacts will be minimized by filling only those areas necessary to maintain structural 
integrity, as well as meeting design standards. The proposed project will result in unavoidable 
wetland impacts to 1.9 acres of jurisdictional wetlands.  The project was developed in accordance 
with the Corps of Engineers Regulatory Guidance Letter 09-01 for Alaska. Unavoidable impacts to 
wetlands will be compensated by the Alaska DOT&PF through a Compensatory Mitigation Plan to 
be approved by the COE. DOT&PF will comply with the terms of the Corps fill permit stipulations 
including compensatory mitigation requirements.  Proposed wetland Avoidance and Minimization 
Measures for this project are listed below. 

• Planning for the minimum size apron and road widths. 
• Minimizing footprint by maximizing side slopes to 4:1.  
• The potential for sediment transport off the project site would be minimized by using 

appropriate BMPs that would be identified in the SWPPP, as discussed in Section 5.3 of the 
EA.   

• Side slopes would be revegetated during the first growing season after the embankment is 
placed. 

 

Required Permits and/or Approvals 

• National Historic Preservation Act. On July 13, 2011, the State Historic Preservation 
Officer concurred with DOT&PF and FAA’s determination of no historic properties 
affected. 

• Title 14 Alaska State Statutes.  A Habitat Permit will be obtained for crossing the 
Nushagak River channel to access the island material site. 

• Clean Water Act:  
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