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Watch	for	updates	at:	www.dot.alaska.gov/creg/anchor-river	

Project	Scope		
The Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities and Federal Highway Administration are 
preparing a Categorical Exclusion (CE), engineering design, and construction documents for the replacement 
of Anchor River Bridge (#910) on Old Sterling Highway. This project creates a long-term solution for the 
community that meets current design standards with two lanes and shoulders, while eliminating load and 
height restrictions; and seasonal flooding over the highway. 
 
Current	Status	
The Final CE is under review and the bridge/roadway designs are advancing towards their 95% PS&E 
Review. Public involvement efforts continue with periodic updates and comment responses.  
 
A single‐span	 steel‐girder	 bridge was	 selected as the preferred alternative to better accommodate 
schedule and environmental constraints. This type of bridge is very	beneficial	 from	a	 fish	and	habitat	
perspective because	it spans	the	entire	river	without	the	need	for	any	piers	in	the	water. The new 
bridge will be constructed just upstream (east) of the existing bridge, eliminating the need to build a 
temporary bridge used by traffic 
during construction. This also allows 
the Contractor to maintain	 existing	
traffic	 conditions	 while	
constructing	 the	new	bridge	off	 to	
the	 side.	 	Expect vegetation clearing 
and utility relocation activities to 
occur during fall 2020, followed by the 
new bridge construction and existing 
bridge removal during summer 2021. 
	
Project	Schedule 	
 Public	Open	House:	

August 20, 2019 
 

 CE	Approval:	
Winter 2020 
 

 Design	Complete:	
Spring 2020 
 

 Construction:	
Fall 2020 - Fall 2021 
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